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TRIAL 



OF 



UEUT. GENERAL JOHN WHITELOCKIt 

COMMAKOm tir CAlMW OP TltB I.Attt IXMDITIOII 
AGAINST BtrzlrOS ATKtS ; 

BY COURT MARTIAL^ 

ffeM at Chelsea College^ on Tbursdajf^ the S8fA of January ^ 1809) 
ami sc^rttl succeeding Dt^^ 



At ten o'clbck precisely^ the several 
General and Lieutenant-general 00.^ 
tersj sonunctoed to form the Court, 
a^embled in the Glreat HaU» and soon 
after took their stations at the table 
according to their rank^ in the follow* 
Ingorder: 

Tiesident; General Sir iriUiatn Me*- 

dowsy K. B. 
Generals. Hon. J. C. NortoOj 
*■ " Viscount Lake, 

' ' Samuel HuUe, 

* — — James Oglevie, 

"■ • Cornelius Cuylef, 

]Ueut.-genls. Hon Henry Edward Fos, 

Sir James Duff, Knt 

George Harris, 

« — -^ ■' LordCalhcart,K.T» 

^^ -— Francis I>undas, 

Alexander Ross, 

'" Heniy Pigot> 

•» ' Shr George Nugent, Bart 

• : William Loftus, 

^ Richard R. Wilford, 

^ Thomas Garth, 

' ' ' ■" ' Vauglian XJoyd, 

^ — MlI^ Stavely, 

And Lieutenant-general ;>ir John Mooit, 
K,. B* 

The Judge Advocate the Honourable 
Richard Ryder, took hia seat at the 
hisad of the table, <mi the right band 
tC the President, lietitenan^general 
Wkitelocke stood a Uttle in the rear on 
IlieMtQf tiN^P^md^t at a table^vrhere 



his counsel, the KMg's ^dHde<aiii]), and 
other attendants on the General sat 
On the ci^t <>f the President, another 
table was piovlded, where the Adjutant 
aiid aaristant Adjutant-generals, wbo aft* 
sisted on the part of the prosecutloiv 
Sat at the head; the deputy Judge Ad- 
vocate at the foot, and the short hand 
writer^ and assistant clerks on either 
side. 

The bu^oess of th^ Court ^ai Qt>ened 
by the Judge Advocate reading the war- 
i:ant for summoning the Court Martial* 
and csdling over the names of the mem- 
bers. 

The deputy Judge Advocate was then 
ordered by the Court to read the seYeral 
charges as follow: 

First CAorge.— That lieutenftntrge- 
neral Whitelocke, having received m- 
structions from his Majest/s principal 
Sectetary of State> to proceed for the 
reduction of the province of Buenoa 
Ayres, pursued measures ill calculated 
to fiidlitate that Conquest; that when 
the Spanish commander had shewn such 
symptoms of a disposition to treat as to 
express a desire to communicate wit£i 
Major-general Gower, the second in 
command, upon the subject of terms* 
the said Lieutenant-general Whitelocke 
did return a message, in which he de« 
manded, amongst, other articles, the sur^ 
render of persons holding civil officen 
in the government of Buenos Ayres^ as 
prisoners of war* That the said lieute-* 
nant-general Whitelocke in making such 
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an offensive and unusual demand, tend* 
ing to exasperate the inhai)itaitts of 
Buenos Ayres, to produce and encblirage 
a spirit of resistence to his Majestps 
arms, to exclude the hope of auitcable 
accomraod^^ion, and to increase the dif- 
ticultioB of the sertioe with^hich he was 
entrusted^ acted in a manner unbecoming 
his duty as an diffiteti fifejudicial to ntiU- 
tary discii>line, and contrary to the arti- 
cles of war. 

Second Charge. — ^That the Said Lieut, 
general Whitelocke, after tlife landing of 
the tioc^ at Ensinada, and during the 
mai'ch from thence to the town of Bue- 
nos Ayres, did not make the military ar- 
rangements best calculated to insure the 
success of his operations against .the 
town ; and that havmg known, previously 
to his attack upon the town of Buenos 
Ay res, upon tne 5tli of July, 1807, as 
appears Uxihx his dispatch of July tjie 
10th, that the ehemy meant to occupy 
the flat tpofs of the houses, he did never- 
theless, in the said attack, divide his 
forces into several brigades and parts, 
slnd ordered the Whole to be unloaded, 
and no firing to be pemiitted on any ac- 
count; and under this order to march 
into the principal streets of the town, un- 
provided with propel^ and stiffectent 
means for forcing the barricadoes, 
whereby the troops were unnecessarily 
exposed to destruction, without the pos* 
sibility of making effectpal opposition ; 
such conduct betray ing great professional ' 
incapacity on the part of the said Lieute- 
nantrgeneral Wliitelocke, tending to les- 
sen tlte confidence of tlie troops in die 
conduct of their officers, being deroga- 
tory to the honour of his Majest/s arms, 
contrary to his duty as an officer, preju- 
dicial to good order and military disci- 
pline, and contrary to the articles of 
war. 

"Third C/wtrq-e.— That the said Lieu- 
tenant*ffenera3r Whitelocke did not make, 
although it was in his power, any efiec- 
tual attempt, by his own personal exer- 
tbns or otherwise, to co-operate with or 
support the ditferent divisions of the 
atmy under his command, when engaged 
with the enemy in the streets of Buenos 
Ayres, on the 5th of July, 1 807, whereby 
those troops, after having encountered 
ahd surmounted a constant and well- 
directed fire^ and having effected the 



purport of their orders, were left WitK-' 
out support or further orders, and con* 
sld^rable detachments un<ler Lieutenant-* 
Colonel Duff, and Brigadier-general 
Craufurd, were thereby compelled to . 
sur^nder; suclv conduct pn the, part of 
Lieutenant-general' Whitebeke tending 
to the defeat and dishonour of his Ma- 
jesty's amis, t<t lesHt^ tbe confidence of 
the troops in the skill and courage of 
their officers, being unbecoming and dis- 
graceful, to his character as an officer^ 
'ptejudidal to good order and military 
discipline, and .contrary to the articles of 
war. 

Swrth Charge.— Th'di the said Lieu-' 
tenant-general Whitelocke, subsequently 
ta.the attack upon Buenos Ayres, and at 
a time when tlie troops under his com- 
mand were in jiossession of posts on eacli 
flank of the town, and of the principal 
arsenal, with a communication open to 
the fleet, and haVittg dti effective force of 
about five thousand njen, did enter into, 
and finally conclude a treaty with the 
enemy, whereby he acknowledges iu 
the public dispatch of the lOth July, 
1807, that " he resolved to forego the 
advantages which tlie bravery of hi« 
troops had obtained, and which advan- 
tages had eost him aboiit two thousand 
five hundred men in killed, wounded, and 
prisoners ;'* and that by such treaty he 
unnecessarily and shamefully surrendered 
such advantages, totally evacuated the 
town of Buenos Ayres, and consented to 
deliver up to the enemy the strong fortress 
of Monte Video, which had been deliver- 
ed to hfs charge, and which at the period 
of the treaty and abandonment, was well 
and sufficiently garrisoned and provided, 
against attack, and which was not, at 
such period, in a state of blockade or 
seige; such conduct on the part of 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke tending 
to the dishonour of his Majesty's arms, 
and being contrary to his duty as an 
officer, prejudicial to good order and 
military discipline, and contrary to the • 
articles of war. 

Judge Advocate. — " Lieutenant-ge- 
neral WTiltek)cke are you guilty of thes« 
several charges, or not guilt v r" 

General ffhitelorke,^" !s'ot guilty." 

President. — *' All persons who are 
summoned to give evidence upon this 
Couit Martial^ are desired to withdriiw." • 
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fUar^Moitrals Mwmiy,Gcii^ra1sGow- 
er, Cratifnrd, and other iifdnc^rs who 
wtre witiM^es tlieii withdrew. 

Jufhe i4dctW(Ue.^^0n tliepart of Go 
neni WMtetocke, I am tastiLmit to th^ 
Court that ht reqcietts iliat the Ac^taxt 
tiid Qii&rtemnasters^gen^rat belon^^ 
to the expedition may be permit tctd to 
attend inr- Court, cowceiving that thev 
may be of use to htm iir his deiencv. ft 
is liot necessury for me to state that the 
f viUence of these vrknesses wiH be mate^ 
^ial for the prosecution, and diat in order 
tocomplywith Gew^raiWhiteiocke's r©» 
quest it will be necessary to deviate 
from the gineral rule of CowrtR MaHial, 
of prechidmg all witnesses on both side^ 
from being pre<^nt. 'l'hi» w a point for 
/the Court to <kctde upon, whether they 
wiii think fit to accede to the reqeest. 

'i'he Court wts then cleared, and after 
some time tlie doors were again oj>ef»d, 
and General Whitelocke having resume 
M\u9 station, was iptiMrnfed that his re- 
quest coiiidnot l)e complied with. 

Tkt ivD«c Advotate then ros^* and 



addressed the Court nearly^ as follows i 

President, and Qiwrql OJiccrs oftJic 
.., Court Murtiafi^ 

'^.TIwMgh you are met togetlieron the 
most iittiyrtant occasion t'le military 
Imtory ofrthi^ cxMintry ha^atlbrded, ur 
f vef caikd ior an inquiry iuto,. I shall 
nut long detain you in opewog tliese 
charge!*. : The. subject 13 tdo painful for 
UBBQces^Hry prolixity, aod the events 
»re too itwnt and tom deeply impressed 
upon the,.intfM»Qry and tJie'itehngs of 
pmvy mmt to rctpiire a stalemem that 
tvill taice twtmuch time ip this ear^y part 
of the prweedingsi. You «re alreaily 
acquatnied that the expedition eutrusled 
totheicQmmand pf Genera) Whitelocke, 
Hfhich wag,iii t|ie ppipion of those that 
P^»«ned it. ps nwrt^. than.wi adequate 
jbroe to accomplia^ Hs^ object, (d»c re^ 
duction of Bueno$ Avrefi) has totally 
^led— failed with tlie deplprable loss of 
a large portion of the gallant army e»- 
gained i^iil; ai^ f^Hed not m\y iii the 
ftlJject^. ks iijjteution, but ewkd in the 
absolute surrwlei: of tiKJse valuable adt 
vant^e? the valouioC the Britit*lu troops 
i^. (tmdeit .anothturjoonwiMder, pie-» 
rjousiy acqjfflrtid 'm the importaMt post 
8«sip»of iXfapte VideOr rl :: 



** Bv thti unjbrliiaate erent thoit* 
hopes have been defeated which have 
been so justly and universally entertained 
— of discovering new mai^&eH for our 
manufaotures-**of giving a wider- Md t# 
the spirit sliid enterpriie of our mer^ 
chaiits«-of opening new tourtes of trea- 
sures' and. new scope fbr exiMon, in 
supplying either the rud^ wants df na-^ 
tioDs emargiegftiom bwbatism, or tkear«* 
tihcial demands of luxury and catiiiemciit 
in those remote regione ^ Hbe globe* 
Important as these ol^ecls may at all 
times be cofiaidered by this country, the 
universal state of Eorepe, and the'daily 
attempts making to exclude us from our 
accustomed interoawae with the contw 
Rent, hav^e increfasedthe importance o€ 
these Qbjects,and added to thedisappdbit'' 
m«nt of those hn^. TbisdifiaMMMirtmonIr 
has also been pomfblly etnilttftred Inf 
the degrace which a iiUure «mdet m 
such eironmstances has aAiioed on the 
British armv A diminution of military 
fome must 'by us be considered as a lUM 
liotial cDiamity , and at tia period so se* 
v«-ely felt as this, wJieat our.mititary 
diaracter is become ronre tkin cirar es.^ 
setttial,.not mily to our bopooHvad dov 
iame, but to the iiidG!|wiideai5ev(to Jhett- 
bertif^s, and to the exhteuce^of Qieaf 
Britain.' ■.■-•' .''.*. ;ij r- . .» 

' *Mt is ctrtaiidy a great tsonsolatioii; 
that whatever misfortune oat 'mititary 
senown . has smtainedv tbe^^obdact'^f 
tlie troops, had AO^.sbaoeinthe oppr«>- 
brium. I helievc we ainii ind tiat the 
more those proceedings <i£ tbe^fith vlut^ 
shaU . bu exammed' mto^ the iMie aj^pan 
rent it wtH become, that pbtinopiy ever 
displaced m«iecourage«-And, with the 
exception'^ what may be ^connected 
with the mbject . of these cKarges^ 
(thoulgb I must hope that thrnsultofthi^ 
inquh-y may proie this e«oeptron to be 
undeserved) that no fifiisers ever dis:- 
played more conlacss, conduct,; determi- 
ttatiop,and devotion tothehr caose^ eveiV 
in the course of the most victerious tri- 
umph, than was displayed by tlie British 
officers during the whcieof this destme^ 
ttve engagements Under theipressure 
of this sevife and public misfartnne^ 
wlMcfa hast beep SQ aoflprttrated^by the ac^ 
cumulate, wi^cht pf all tne consideivr 
tions to which 1 bare alluded, the pro* 
prietj ^8dtt(K(iiieeeiBHy of.t^inqpr^ 
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ffitmtikti th^^ooumtty ba&arighttobd 

unexampM and tinemBctcd > dtsaster 
tkoM be Altoibyiied. But if tt is the 
p^ «f itfatt pidriic 40 liMtilute tiiis ki« 
omcTyit awftikstsmBortaotto Gowal 
WhHelodDeJiimself. The KMVts to fail 
pcftkboe.iHlMob fatve nwrokuibljr crept 
into drculation^ aad iBiFliich fa»TC «ur- 
yjjpad4SveotbeiiMpreiskMtt<>f aorrwrfbr 
ihe.ibtalteaaflaaliewflf Sbvth Aowfica^ 
aoe peiisa|i8iacfeltsed fay then^ttanl fmv* 
ftesitN»ofihebunQi) ni&Bd» to attecfa^ 
Watte to sMneone obieot; iMit these 
wfiecte «tiU M preralent, fam m«ie it 
the dat^*o£jbb Ma^jr^s mhHsters k» 
llttiitMte Ihbfmqtttry* i aanit Im, hoiit< 
cver^tofaAve'it understood Uiat,oy a4- 
Te^^ig 4a these reports^ I wish menriy 
ti^pn>vf^>lhat this Comt Martial is aot 
VoresiaQntiaLfiu: the public 8atishK:tioD9 
^am it isroeoessary to General Wh^Or 
looke himself, fio far ^om wishing to 
hmg forwdiod these rifKnisia ^d of ttye 
pMseautiofi, that if I was not afraid ef 
wONMiiiig^groue faeqourahle feehngt hy 
the mfiniiiii e .of n doobt which icaa-^ 
1106 ^ntirt n in , 1 woufal most earnestly 
inliiHt yott4» ^iuMiv^fon your memory 
every' rcflei^tioii ytm have heard respect* 
ing these unfortunate events: every sus^ 
TMBioet every miu^Deyeo may fliatve 
Mtherto ptomitted yom* mmds to enter- 
Uh^ mkiiK^^^mam^^m imiiry, as i 
weft Imow you do joom^ feefi mmi every 
jMceoeeived opiuem «M firepared to 
,M0e thecneiilsof thb cas^ according 
to the 4we e£ the tunaeotioBS them* 
aeh/es, oaupied with Ihee^ndence thi^t 
will entrust «e^wii the iiawte «C a fidi 
iaviBstigation. lam soar ten willing 
to pvttt surii tepofts lato the «ervioe of 
this prBie puUau ,1hat if I did not Jonow 
it te be uqeeeessary , I oould most iifw 
Smtly entee»iiieji»tchrim4fiGeneral 
Wht^docice, to the pKrteetkm of your 
eonBcioMxi^ dmdof your oaths> agasMt 
anr etifeduthev 4»gfat produce. 

*' BaU gemnoen^ it is fiot upon re* 
pe^rtt that tliese iodtvidnid charges are 
gMNeded. Tbey stand upon stronger 
e vi den ce ^laaiAe tidk and vagiie m- 
BMUi; for they ace token f9om the orders 
aed. the disnatohrs ef Gcssend Whiter 
lQc|(e hinmf. Theve il itetacirewm- 
fliaHM^aliedgod ^gtoMl^ddi^ that ^tiet 



derived kcm his own fititoitielll^ A^s. 
The charactor of thew f«;t»tioecti^ 
involves impetatiens of tiie most serioua 
aatere/imt the facts tiienwelves are 
taken from his own acoou^ef disown 
ccmdiicti so nnu^ so, thiit I mtg^deem 
myself warmeted to discharge gwy dal^ 
to the Dttfalic, by iamn^ the opdersaed the 
dtspatohes of Gen. Whitehicke befoteyou 
as statements of themeeUres, and wkhool 
any other evidence, they nughthe fumd 
ahimdwtty seftcieBt to eall upon Ge^ 
neml Wfaiteloakeiorhis defence^ Bo 
is his own accuseiv^Jie has furnished a 
strong testimony against himself, an4 
wbetfa^r that testimony m^ he contnu 
dieted or 0Qofirmed*<«wheUier the chan 
racter of these chaises will be stpength* 
ened or disproved fay the evidence I 
shall call, I have pot had the meanf ta 
asoertain. If a private preaecutor had 
ooae forward, as has nmre us«iallv haf»« 
pened, he mi^t have been ahle» by lut 
omi lucal knowledge and his previona 
communications, to have stoned to yoii 
what -facta such witness had it in his 
power to panve^ aad horn ^wse foctsaiw 
connected with those charges^ But { 
have not sueh informatiou, 'The puN 
posw of justice will, however, be equallv 
aided by the present mode of proce^cH 
ing, though Iamafiaidatthe«»enceQf 
a moch lM<ger portion of yourtim<^ an4 
troable, thMi in the other case waul4 
have been necessair, Upon your ac« 
count I musttheretore remt the ah^ 
sence of those advantaees, thoeijh in on^ 
pcttnt of view it is wMiy itomaterial) 
he even if I knew that each 4»f the wiu 
neases I have summoDed to attend you,^ 
was possessed wf focts tendiMr only to 
the justification of General Wlitdocke^ 
I would deem it equally m v di^, ai 
hoMmg the situation in which I htve 
now t^ honour of addieasing you, to 
brmf toward those witnesaes for youf 
exanunation, to mnch as if I iaiew that 
their evidence woukl oonfifm every 
censure and miaoendoet imputed to 
mm* 

<<The only elyect thcreftie, 0f thit 
pnisecutiifi is, as itought to be, that the 
miuness comine before yen may he in* 
vestigated to toe hettom, and that jm^ 
tice may then be done. With this view 
I fanve sun^moned all these essentially 
connected with the expe^ion: all ttto 
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IgeottHifMvtn tod their staff; and lAl 
the uiP » ii i s <<tlier «igifuiHy comwiafi^ 
lag «ll«iiCMis, tsl- who ssNCoeeded to lk» 
cofUMUKi ; the Qnaiter-maf^r-geflandy 
the AftotkiA^s^Mral, the Commissary* 
geu&m, ttiM lidmiml, the Otptitus 
ftfipdilMed'te wapmMod the iMnral 
, ^peROiiORS, tkt iJKtMmiwUM'Gi the ffiMi« 
bMlB: in a word, .«««ry office^ wbOM 
rank In the army, whose sUrtion^ iHiq 
trotn tlie jMtnitNir Miure of his dttties^ 
#r ^ilie mtn «By ^pHmrt circunistance, 
maypcNdblrlie enabled to 4irow any 
light upon this sul^eot t and if in the 
coarse of ttiii nanniry It sbaU appear that 
tbeHB ate 9l9l eoierB iv^ hn/rt not been 
smnflHoiied^ tat y/fkote evidence m^ be 
viahed for, tbete is «q member of this 
Cooit ivbo csni more aiixvaQsly de^ 
thai your judm^ft sboiild be suspended 
tin «bat addnioMl testimony shall be 
obtained, It is with this intention, and 
In lliis 4mMition, I shall ioYkm the 
eomifAe of my predecessors (m similar 
eoeanons, b^ repreaskiff in tbis stage c^ 
tbe |>nK)eedin«i, any observations moon 
1bedi«rges» After the eyidenee sbalt be 
Cfoaed; 1 may, if it^haM be ib«nd ineces- 
lary, avail taiyself of the q>poitunity to 
nfjfink address you, but in the mean 
^me tbe charges do not rehire, nor 
shall I offisr a comment or an explana^ 
tion. 'i'be charges are sufllciently 
pdated and escpfCMed ; they speair m 
tbe ms eif cs ; i have onjy to express my 
wishes that it nvay be in the power of 
General Whkelodce to ex^n tban 
imraiy, or entirely refete them.** 

Tlie President then direcM that there 
should be no poblicatitw of the mtw 
oecvKngsof ^e Court, until the whole 
s^ttld be dosed, otherwise such publi- 
cation shoakl be considered as a oon« 
tempt tof tke Ccwirt, and treated accord* 
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military commission appointbg 
fieutenanttgenetal Whitclocke t«y com- 
mand the expedition, dated 94th Fc4>ru,« 
^y, 1$07, was then read. 

The mKnotment of Deutenant*gene^ 
rok ¥rbitelods:e as Civil Governor irf the 
Spanish proirmce of Buenos Ayres, in 
l^ptb America, tipoa surrender to th^ 
Dl Misb arm^, was next wad,* 

The militaty instnkfians Jte Lieote^ 
nftfA^neml Wbiteloeket^ signed by his 
Bc^al Highness tbeCommaoderTiA-thlef^ 



and dit^ Horse Onax6$, 74ti Vfbnwf^ 
ISOT^sieiie'rsMd.^^-^See Appen. (No. L) 
Tljie^dditieiial i ns ir ttcti Q Hfc ,datied Horse 
GtiMife,94th February, lf07, were ncct 
read.-*See Appemttx (No. 11.) 

Instructions to lieutenant-geiseral 
Wbileioeke, sianed Howidc, in the ab- 
sence ^ Mr. Windham, and dsrted Stb 
of Mbrcb, 180T, read.^f-^ee Aptiendai 
(Mo. ICf.) 

Aidge MvoMe.'^*^ I riiould hern 
state to tbe Court, that tbe wrttim eri* 
dence which has t>een produced and 
read, and such other written evidence as 
shall h f t cal iei be produced, will be road 
from certified oM>ies ; to which C^neml 
Whitelocke has mtimated to me that b« 
has no objection 10 their being considered 
as evidence. 

The public letter from lieulenaiil^ 
general Whitelocke to the Secretary of 
Statey Mr. Windham, dated Baenea 
Ayres. loth July, 1607, and which ap« 
pcmred in the gazette, was then read.-^ 
See Appendix (No. IV.) 

/»<%e Advocate, The private ^s^ 
patch aent to Mr. Windham of tbe sama 
date, is the next piece of erideioe i ahalt 
otifer. I term it privat^ m the: oertiAe4 
oopy whieh t bave roosived, states it so 
to me; but GenenI WhitdMe inferfM 
me that I have termed it incorrectft, al 
it was as much meant for the puWie al 
tbe other. 

General iThiteiockt, ^ G^rMMi^t^ 
were at liberty to bave pqblMied ettberi 
and this might b^tvemtUtied th» puUid 
better. 

The dispatch was then reiuiv See Ap* 
pemlix (No, V.) 

Ju^ Mooeaie. Having n5w pro- 
duced all the written evidence whicb I 
titink can be produced lyithout oral te^ 
timony, it becomes a very knportatit 
matter ibr the Court to eoaskler what 
mode of proceeding it will adopt 1V« 
combes of prdceeding present them* 
selves \ the <ioe, to proceed in the exa* 
mmation of the wftikesses cliarge by 
charfl;e. Tlw other of taking tUst evi*» 
denoe in tbe order in whkrh ttie co^side^ 
ration of the ^me coostimed in the expe% 
dttion naturally presents itself. In the 
fomier course or proceeding the Couit 
Win observe, that there will be a neees^ 
sity of callios back the same witness peiv 
b^ four diieittit timetj, ibd some dliU 
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rtrfty tiasLY he found in sq^itiUt^ the 
evkieuce 'applicable ta each purticvlar 
darge» a» it will naturally ryn from- one 
iteige into raot]ier. in the latter course 
4j4 proceeding there arc two point*, intQ 
%iMcb it may fairiy be divided^. The 
hn^ to coippreliemi aU the circymstanr 
cw that passed previous to the landings 
ynd during the march, up tp tbie end of 
the 4th July. The other to include the 
•ttack; its^tf on the5th aud all that 
Jttppened consequently. Tha propriety • 
t4 :taktng the enquiry ia the last mode 
ills struck me 'very fei-ciWy, as by 
fhatiioaans the Court will obtain a dis- 
tinot yiew of what the state of tlie afinr 
iMs^attliQ dose of the 4th July, its ef* 
f^ive force, in amnuuwtion, provisions, 
sirtillcry, — the information obtained of 
the streugth and position of the enemy — 
hi» means J^d disposition to resist — and 
0very other point the Court. may think 
necessary to enquire . into, to the time 
whta the ordi;rs were given top the at- 
tack. Tl>e Court being thus in pdssje^. 
fion of all these facts, will be the better 
•bl^ to forni at judgment, both on the 

eni. ita^f and tiie execution of it. I 
iFeiio> preference- to either plan, and 
ran have no other wit^ than that the 

rkton- sb<K}ld be before tlie Court in 
most 'distinct and clearest manner. 
I belieYe Qeoera^ Whitelocke has no 
objection to taking the case in {he ord^ 
of tiioe4 Jl^lt it my duty to submit the 
inatter to the Court, it i« for tiiem to 
coQiider afi4 decide y^hich plan th«y 
vill think proper to adopt. 

Qenerai fffmtelocke^ytThdfs it wQtlld 
save time to take it altogether t 

Jucfge A4^fiC<dt — In roy cn^inion, the 
plan suggested by Gfey^eral, Whitelocke 
would be attcMfd with considerable 
diiliculty, a* tl>e Court would |iave to 
l»ll several witnesses, before the Court 
ccHjild apjlly their minds to the conside* 
Tsitioii of the answers the ^is^i witless 
]|ad given, or how far thos^ answers beap 
iipn the case. According to tl^ mod^ 
of proceeding it wquld beccpie n^ces? 
s»^ to call the s^ip ^itn^ses oyer .and 
o}fp[ again. Per<haps it wciuld h^ hotter 
IKiw to read tlie trc^y^ ^hich is a ii^^t 
ierial piece pf evidence^; WP ^aH th^n 
have, compleated the w«ttpn evideQi?e« 
I ought to state to the Co^rt, that all 
the docvjmen^ |4lv»4?4 tp v^ Mr. Vi»ri* 



ham's instructions nre befure^K ConH. 
but, bemg voluminous, i have not read 
than, conceiving there were no material 
jXHfits in them applying to this prosecu- 
tion. They are m Oeneral Whitelocke'i 
possession, and if lie thinks there are any 
pointis in them which may avail him, he 
ipay now, or at ^y time hereafter, l^avel 
the assistance he may e;(pect to receive 
from them. 

The definitive treaty between General 
Whitelocke, Rear-admiral Murray, wnA 
Geiieral Uniers, was then read, — Seel 
Appendix (No^ VJ.) 

I'he Ciourt was aow. cleared, 
WJteo afl^ opened, the Pcesident uh 
ibnpefl General Whitelocke^ that the 
Court liad determined ^o divide tlie case 
into two parts, the one embracing the j 
period to the close of the 4th July, 
an^ tlie other, fromr that tune till signing 
the definitive treaty. 
. 4u<ji^ ^dvocut^.-A tbotM^t '4 very 
short time ago we had ^rrivpa at the- enil 
of the written evidence.. 1 ^iceived 
by aualogy, ^^d in s^Uusion to the pro* 
o^dix^s i^'the other courts, tow.hicb l 
am- more accustomed^ th^t, the ^t oC 
tlie written' evidepee which .ought tp 
foru^ a part of the minutes of the Court, 
but whioh did iH3it immediately beav 
upon any of the charges, might be en* 
tiijed as read. I am, however* infornaed 
by? tbostit who are more conversant with 
the proceedings of court»-martial, that 
the evidence must be read, in order to 
allow it to appear on the m\nutes> and 
therefore I am a6^ I shaU be pmiec 
the m^es^ity of troubling tlve; Co(urt 
with liearing those other documents reader 
oneof\vhich is the instructipns to Brica-, 
dicr-general Crau(urd, who left tlie 
country j)revious to Geneiral Whiten 
lpcke*s appointment ; they r^p?ct the 
conduct Genei^l Craufurd was to pursue 
$OHi|fds ^he inhabitants of the 'country in 
case of an accession of territory, and 
these are referred tq in Mr. Wiiidham** 
instructions to Qen^al \Yhitelocke, ^% 
those by which hi^ condv^ was to be 
giiidisd ift ^ sin^iUr case, A^ the exper 
(iition, tmfortuuatdely, f^\\^, an4 n^t acr 
f;essipp <>( tfrrit^ry ^ws gai^ed^ it di4 
not appear to nie» th^t those instruction^ 
coiw Form any psut of tbeeyidei^e ; but, 
j^^jit is tisM-^g It will he i3(eoewiry ^ i^ 
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*rb« iRftructioiis from Mr. Wmdimm, 
to Brtgaclier*genera4 Craufurd, dated 
30Hi October, 1806, were then rea<l. 

Letted from Mr. Windham to General 
Cmuitird, of the same date, read. 

Orders of council, dated the 1st Oc- 
tober IS06, read. — See Appendix (No. 
VIL) 

Orders of Council, dated I7th Sep- 
tember, l«06, read.— See Appendix 
(Np.VIU.) 

- Jucke Advocate. '^-Geuer^l \\hite- 
lodte lias xlesired^ me to state to the 
Courtj althougti it is no part of my of- 
fidai situatioHj that he luulerstood that, 
notwkhstandi^ig the -decision of the 
Court, that the adjutant and -quarter - 
master-general should not be allowed to 
remain ia Court during the examination 
of otlier witnesses, yet that he might be 
at liberty to call them us often as it 
might be convenient, lie now wishes 
to call the quatter-master-g^ueral into 
Court 

General U^hiielocke. — I only mean 
while the examination is^ gt^hig on res^ 
pecticig the march, in which he was very 
^ntK^ ^XHicemed; < 

Judge Advocate. — In calling General 
Cower, my object is to examine him res- 
pecting all that passed previous to the 
landina. General Whitelocke applies to 
J»ve tne quarter-master- general present, 
during the examination of General 
GuwcT upon these points. 

Court, — -That point is considered as 
already decided. 

General lyhitelocke^ — I should not 
have troubled the Court, had I under- 
stood it was refused to that extent. 

Mqjor-general John Leveson Gower, 
sworn and examined by the Judge 

Advocate, 

i ^ ■ 

Q. Were you second in command in 
1 the expedition against the {)rovince o( 
Buenos Ayres ? 

A. I was. I was tlie only Major*ge- 
\ neralon that expedition. 

Q. Did you sail from England with 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke > 

A. I saiied from England with him4n 
the I%istee frigate. 

Q. State to4he Court with what force 
}QU mied from England } 



A. I hate «(♦ ^dctfic return ef tlie 
force 1 it consiste<l generally of the d9lli 
regiment, a ti-oop of htirse^artillc^ry, fcntl 
recruits from various corps ; tlieir elcatfl 
number I do not knOw. 

Q. Was tliat tbrce destined for Montt 
%kleo > 

A. I iiad no speciiic informatioa uf»oil 
that head, but f understood so. 

Q. They had not arriretl uhen yum 
f«ailed for Buenos Ayres trowi Mortte Vi^ 
deo? 

Ai Tltey had not even been heard of. 

Q. Were you in \laily expectation oi 
thfir arrival when vou sailed trom Montt 
Video ? 

A. Certainly. The period that had 
elapsed gave me every reason to suppose 
they would either arrive slKMlly, or had 
missed their passage entirt-ly. 

Q. State what passed during the voy^ 
age from Monte Video to Buenos 
Ayres ? 

A. I do not reeollect any thing that 
passed of a military nature: having oa. 
board forty artillery soldiers only, there 
was no specific duty for the oOlcers oa 
their passage. All that passed was that 
sort of general iittercourse which umaiif 
occurs between passengers. 

Q. Did you go to Colonia in the %'oj'- 
age between ^loate Video and Buenoi 
Ayres ? 

A. I did. 

Q. For what purpose did you pro- 
ceed to Colonia ? 

A. When the fleet had proceeded a 
certain distance, Lieut. -general White*, 
locke was pleased to order that I should 
go on board the Rollagim-bri?, com- 
manded by Rear-admiral ^lurray, to Co* 
Ionia, for the purpose of sii peri li tending 
the embarkation of the garrison, \vbi<:ii 
had been stationed uuder Lieutenaat-* 
colonel Pack. 

Q. Did you bring away the whole gar* 
rison there? ; 

' A. 1 did. 

Q» Of what force did that garrisqa 
consist ? 

A. It consisted of the light companief 
of til jit army, tiiree companies, of the 
931h regimerit, and*the 4oth regiment; 
their exact numbers I had no means of 
ascertaining. There were aUo somtf ar*. 
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llllery; but I have not the retorot by 
ine. 

Q. Were your Orders to hjfkig away 
.«U tbc horse-artillery ? 

A. The orders I receivfid Were discre*^ 
tSQoary tfi a cerlam degree. They M?ere 
to embark the 'force as speedUy as I 
CoUkl» lest the fleets then iu do exposed 
situation in the river^ should receive any 
damage, by delaying the junction of that 
detachment; and Ueutenan^^neral 
Whitelocke left it discretionary with Hie 
to leave a siuall force on shore^ if I found 
6om the reports I collected on my arrival 
Ihere, that they could have been left in 
a tolerable degree of security. Finding 
from the repoarts which I collected, that 
any considerable diminution of the nun>> 
ber of troops in Colonia would risk the 
loss of anv detachment which might be 
left, I erabafked the whole ; there were 
Slot any transports reported to me at Co^ 
Ionia nt to receive horses. 

Q. In point of fact, were there any ; 
and if any, what number of horses left at 
Colonia by you } 

A. I do not know exactly. Lieute- 
sant-colonel Pack, Who commanded 
there, wUl be able to give that informa- 
tion. 

Q. On what ^y did you join the fieet 
after you left Colonia? 

A. Onthei26thJune. 

Q. On what day did you land? 

A. On the 28th. 

Q. Did the whole army land on that 
day? 

A. I do not know : I received orders 
to advance with a division to the heights 
above the mora6s> with the 95th^ ^8th^ 
tmd d7th regiments under my com- 
tnand. 

Q. State what orders you received 
from Lieutenaut-gcneml Whitelocke du- 
Hng the march. 

A. On the 1st July I teceiired an order 
to take a position on tlie heights beyond 
the vlHage of Reduction, which I accord^ 
ingly did. Upon tbe Sd I receired ano- 
ther order, directing that I should ad** 
Imnce, and endeavour to discover a pass 
across the Rio Chuel^ and if I dki iind 
It, to force it, and make a Wdgment on 
the other side; and, if pfissible, toopea 
a eoaununkation with the navy. This 
day we met some of the enekUy's cavalry. 
l^rigaUier general Craufurdi who was 19 



advance, reported to me that te M ^m 
a con»iden^ body of thfe efiemy's in- 
fantry, with some airtiUer} j atui re<|aested 
perUiissioa to att^k tliera; I accord- 
mgly made ah order ffX tlKit purpose^ 
and he adtahcetl 

Q. Were the oldenrsyotirecdvedfirom 
Lieutehflnt-general Whitelocke verbal or 
Written, or both ? 

A. The orders ^ere not wrift^, ex* 
cept the orte I received to p^txced to 
Colonia ; this was in the possession of my 
Aide-de-Campj, who was afterwards takea 
prisoner, and he destroyed it to prevent 
Its getting ittto the hands of the enemy. 

Adjourned at tliree o'clock^ until lo« 
UK)frow< 



; SECOND GAY. 

FRtDAY, JAN. 29* 

The Court being opet pumianit t& ad> 
joumment^ M^joi^-general J. Leveson 
Cower was further exatnmed as fol* 
lows: 

Q. By the Judge Adbodatt^rr^hai 
was the name of your aid-^^^-c^p to 
whom you gave the order mentioned kl 
your former evidence } 

A. Captaiti Maxwell of the OSd regi- 
ment of foot 

Q. Who brought that order to yoU 
firom Lieutenant'geiietal Whitelocke } 

A. Lieutenant'^cokNiel Bourke, qiia]> 
ter-master-general uf the forces. 

Major-general Gower here requested 
to add the two following paragraphs tA 
his fotmer evidence, viifi 

The 87th regiment was toliave joioed 
me on the march, and I was directed, if ' 
I should make a lodgment m the siib> * 
ufbs oi the town^ to summon ; and if the 
enemy demanded what tetms Geaerat 
Whitelocke ptqposed, I was to seed them 
the terms accompanyitig that ordeiv 

Q» k the Court to understand that 
the terms wefe specified in the order > 

A. Certainly. M soon as I saw Ge« 
lieral Lumley's brigade ready to movei 
I gave Qiklers todo so \ and wentforward 
myself to join Brigacyer-general Ciau&iid< 
Cwitiuuinf itiy march with the twelve 
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Companies under his command, I arrived 
^ the junction of two roads which led up 
from thence to the Coral de Mis^rare. 
Haying halted thecohimn previous to 
my occupying that spot, we discovered 
the enemjrs infantry and cavalry posted 
behind the thick inclosures which were 
on thai' side of us. Finding that the line 
which I then occupied was a little di- 
agonal to that which the enemy liad taken 
up, I thought I should losefewer men by 
an immediate attack than by waiting for 
the junction of General Lumle/s bri- 
gade. I directed Brigadier-general Crau- 
lurd to charge the line withthe bayonet, 
which succeeded so perfectly, that in a 
very few moments the enemy's infantry 
was completely routed, and ten pieces 
of cannon were in our possession. By 
the time the light infantry were re-form- 
ed, and a reserve placed oyer the cap- 
tured cannon, Qeneral Lumley's bri- 
gade bad arrived, and took up an excel- 
lent position on the riglit of Brigadier- 
general Craufurd's brigade, and I had 
tietermined to i-emain in that position 
till joined by the rest of the army under 
the Commander of' the forces. Soon 
after day- light next morning I sent a ge- 
neral summons to the Spanish Com- 
mander, and he returned for answer, that 
lie wished to know what specific terms 
Woiihl be granted. I sent Captain 
IRoach, Bfigade-major to General Lum- 
ley, with the terras stated in the former 
part of my evidence. 

Here a copy of the summons was pro- 
duced and read. 

Q; Were the terms stated in the letter 
just read the terms which were specified 
in the order you received from General 
Whittelocke the day before ? 

A. Correctly, to the best of my recol- 
lection. 

^Q. Have you any doubt that the sur- 
render of the civil officers was included 
as one of the tertus to he required of the 
Spanish Commander in General White- 
locke's order > 

A. I have no doubt upon the subject. 
It certainly was specified as stated", and 
when I'dellvered the copy of the corre- 
spondence to General Wnitelocke, he did 
not find fault with any part of it. 
• Here a paper was ^produced purport- 
ing to b^ the answer of the Spanish Com- 



mander, and put into the hands of the 
witness. * 

Q. Was that the answer you received } 
' A. The paper now produced was de- 
livered to me as the answer of the Spa- 
nish General. It was in Spanish, and I 
did not immediately make the transla- 
tion, intendinff to delay until the arrival 
Of General Wnitelocke. 

Judge Advocate. — " The paper is an 
attested copy of that sent to General 
Whitelocke.*"^ 

General fVhitelocke. — " I am willing 
to admit the authenticity of this paper, 
subject to the correction of General 
Gower." 

General Gower. — " I do not suffici- 
ently know the Spanish language to speak 
positively, but I believe it to be a cor- 
I'ect copy.*' 

General Gower then proceeded in hit 
narrative as follows : 

The enemy attacked my pickets soon 
after day-light on the 3d, and they con- 
tinued in action until the arrival of the 
principal division of the army under Ge- 
neral Whitelocke, about two o'clock in 
the day, when my command ceased. 

Q* rroceed to state the operations of 
the army from the time of the junction 
of the main body, until the night of th« 
4th of July, as particularly as your recol- 
lection will enable you. 

A. Not having the command of that 
army myself, it is impossible for me to 
give' an accurate account of the general 
operations, or of niore than the general 
orders which I received from General 
Whitelocke, who had the command. 
On the arrival of General Whitelocke*s 
column he directed that the whole should 
be formed by -th^ prolongation of tlie 
line previously occupied by the brigade 
of Brigadier-general Lumley and Briga- 
dier-general Craufurd. As the pressure 
of the enemy was very great on our pick- 
ets shortly after that time, he directed 
the line to withdraw behind the heights 
near the Coral, that the pickets should 
fall back and endeavour to entice a con- 
siderable body of the enemy into the 
open ground* It did not succeed, as 
they would not quit the buildings, and wfe 
were obliged to re-occupy our original 
line ; the general wishing to place the 
men uiider cover from the inclemency of 
■ • G - • ' •■• 




" __" nrniti7odiwGoOQle 



Id 



TllIAt tf UEiiTt^MJt'6%tJZlLkL WHfXELOCltE. 



Ae weathfelf. The same fire continued 
on the pickets the whole day, but not 
with equal strength, by which we suffered 
considerable loss. 

Q. Were there any, and what other or-* 
clers, issued by General Whitelocke subr 
sequent to the^junction of the army ? 

A. Those already described, and also 
those described in the public dispatches 
"bf General Whitelocke previous, to the 
iction of the 5th July^ There was also 
an order, in which the General was pleas- 
ed to approve of the conduct of my divi- 
sion in tjie action of the 2d. , 

Q. Do you know of any summons sent 
into the town by General Wliitielocke on 
the 4ih of July? 

A. He informed me that morning that 
he meant to summon the town, and 
should refer them tp the same proposals 
he had sent on the 3d. 

te Video, 
I General 
ate of the 
ivourable 
Ay res? 

ie in tlie 
second in 
Tations of 

A. In very few instances. In some he 
may have asked my opinion ; but not in 
all. . 

>mmunication with 
is to the propriety 
expedition against 
2 you left Monte 

Whitelocke here 
ion on the grounds 
e, and not relating 
He contended it 
)n, leading to gene- 
if admitted, must 
^estigation. 

- „-„. -" It fs for the Court 

to decide whether the objection of the 
Honourable General is well founded. 
Th6 nature of the question is to ascer- 
tain \yhether the expedition w^as under- 
taken at that period^ of the year which 
held out a fair prospect of success, and 
whether the Commander in Chief upon 
tliat expefliyioii had takeu the proper 
*in«asures to insure success, I shan sub- 



mit to the Court that' in these charges 
these facts are alleged, and that he pur- 
sued measures ill caiciilated for this pur* 
pose. It is therefore necessary that the 
whole of Iiis conduct on that expedition 
should come before the Court ior their 
investigation." 

The Court was then cleared. On the 
re-admission of strangers, the Judge Ad- 
vocate intimated that the Court had 
over-ruled the objectioh of General 
Whitelocke, and the question was again 
put to the witness. 

A. Lieutenant General Whitelocke in*- 
formed me, some time after his arrival at 
Monte Video, that whenever Brigadler- 

feneral Craufurd arrived in the River 
'lata he would not lose one moment ia 
the attack upon Buenos Ayres : and he 
stated, at the same time, as one of the 
reasons that induced him to that prompt 
measure, the impossibility of feeding so 
large a body of men on tlie left bank of 
the Plata during the winter season. 

Q. By the left bank do you meaa 
Monte Video side or Buenos Ayres ? 

A. In desd'ibing a situation as an of- 
ficer, I mean to speak as looking down a 
river, or a street. . By the left bank I 
mean Monte Video side. 

Q. Was that which General White- 
locke stated to you the only communb 
cation you had with him on that subject? 
Or, if any other, state them. 

A. I do not recollect any other posi- 
tive communication. There might nave 
been some general conversation at times 
when the sutjject was mentioned; but I 
do not recollect any particularly. 

Q. Were you in habits of confidential 
communication with Lieutenaut-genpral 
Whitelocke? 

A. What degree of confidence General 
Whitelocke may have been pleased to 
place in me I am not able to state. , He 
employed me in many of the details pr^ 
vious to the- embarkation of the troops at 
Monte Video ; but all the great leading 
^rangements were made by Wmself. 

Q. By the words confidential commu- 
nication .was meant that degree of confi- 
dence which your situation, as second in 
command in an expedition of so much 
importance, might entitle you to expect. 
Does this explanation make any cliffer- 
ence in your answer to the precediiig 
question? 
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A. Conceiving that a second in com- 
mand is as mncii under the orders of 
the Commanderi in Chief as the youngest 
subaltern officer in the army, I executed 
evei7 order entrusted to my charge ib 
the best of my ability : and not conceiv- 
ing that any power rested with me while 
the officer possessing a commission as 
ComrfJander of the forces was present, 1 
was fully satisfied to b^ employed in such 
services as his Excellency might chuse 
to select. 

Q. Were vou frpm time to time in-. 
<brmed of the'^general plan of operatiops 
hy Lieutenant-general A^Tiitelocke ? 

A, I had not heard that any plan ever 
was fomied, I was not acquainted witla 

Q. fs the Court to understand Uoir\ 
your answer that General Whitelocke^s 
plans of operation were not communis 
<:ated to you before th^y were carried 
into execution ? 

A. Mv answer related to a general 
plan. ^ I have already stiated 1 was not 
acquainted with the existence of any 
plan. AVhatever communications were 
made to me were made in the shape of 
orders.' - 

Q, These questions relate to the pe- 
riod before leaving Monte Video ? 

A. I have no ditliculty in stating, dur- 
ing the whole period of the service. 

Q/ In your answer yesterday you 
stated that no transpoiis were ready at 
Cdlonia. Whose cluty then was it to 
I)ro,vicle transports during the expedi- 
tion^ 

A. Never having had the chief com- 
niand of troops on a foreign expedition, 
1 do not know what the orders of Go- 
vernment are upon that subject. 

Q. Do you nojt know whps^ duty it 
was to. provide transports on that expe-i 
^ition ? 

A. I do not know of any transports 
provided, with the exception of one small 
filobp under American colours, that was 
not regularly hired by " the transport 
board in London, and which had been 
employed in the conyeyance of iroops 
and stores from the various points from 
"whence that army had been collected. 

Q. As there were no transports at Co- 
J<mia to convey the horses that had been 
^oU^cte^ there, how were they to be 



transported to the scene of action on the 

other side of the river? 

A^ I never knew that any had been 
collected for that purpcte^; 

Q. With what proportion of artillery 
did you take your first position on tl)e 
i?8th ? 

A. Without any. 

Q. M^hen did you receive yonr por- 
tion of artillery, and how was it con-f 
yeyed? ' 

A. Two six-pounders and two three- 
pounders were ordered to attach them- 
selves to me on the 1 st of July in the 
moaning. There were horses to them, 
biUt of so miserable a description that I 
trusted much more to the exertions of 
the artillerymen, the soldiers, and a de- 
tachment of seamen for tlieir conveyan<;e 
than to the horses. 

Q. Do you know what artillery Get 
neral Whitelocke brought with the main 
body when he joined on the 29thj? 

A. When the troops came up tb'my 
position there was no artillery with them. 
I understood that it was in the morals 
below the heights ; and I heard t\vb bat- 
talions ordered diown to extricate them, 
The amount of the artillery I do not 
know. ^ J; 

Q, Do. you know whether ?^ny, an^ 
what measures were taken for collectuig 
horses, after landing, for transporting the 
s^rtillery? * 

A. 1 do not ; ijor do I believe, but am 
sure, no measures would be of any avail, 
because all the horses of that country^ a^^e 
so wild ^ley would nbt be fit for haynesi. 

Q. Do you know whether tlie horsei 
left at Colonia had or had not beep train- 
ed for the purposes of artillery ? 

A. There were? "a few reported to be of 
tb^t description ; but they appeared very 
bad, and not calculated for hard labour^ 

Q. Will you describe the nature of 
the groiind between Ensinada and the 
heights where you took up yoijir position 
on the 28th? 

A. It was a morass, covered with a 
surface of water varying in depth from 
two feet upwards. How deep It might 
have been in some places I cannot teD, 
not having had time to sound it: but in 
attempting to discover a better passage 
for the march of troops than that whip k 
was pointed out to us as the usual road* 
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I got into many situations from which I 
vdth diiftciilty extricated myself and tlie 
horse on which I rode. 

Q. As far as you are enabled to form 
a judgment, was the depth of the momss 
such as to. make it impracticable for the 
transportinff of artillery properly pro- 
'^icjed with nor;ies?, 

A. I cannot state what condition tlie 
Toad was in before : but on tjie 29th the 
grouhd^ was so tender when I passed it, 
that the rear of rny own small column 
had much more difficulty <^han the front. 
In going up the face of the heights there 
were passes so deep, that my Qwn horsci 
fell three tinges, unable to extricate him- 
self. • • 

Q. Do yoH know whether General 
Whitelocke had obtained any, and what 
Jnformaticn, of the difficulties which you 
describe, previous to landing at the fei- 
sinada? 

A. I remember to have been present 
wheri General Whitelocke examined a 
jnan, previous to the embarkation at 
Impute Video, who stated the road to be 



ticable tocommunicatewith the sea froa^ 
the village of Reduction ? 

A. The public dispatches state that 
there was a communication at that plac^ 
between the army and navy. I have np. 
knowledge of the fact, being in advance. 

Q. When you began your march on 
the 2d of July, in consequence of the or^ 
der from General Whitelocke, what forc^ 
had you under your comman4 in troop?, 
and artillery ? 

A. I cai^not exactly tell. I should 
^hink General Craufurd's division was 
something under nine hundred men — of 
the 36th and 38th regiments. As ratany 
men were incapable Qf advancing froip 
(hefiatigue, the effective men leftwith us 
by the tifne we crossed the Chuek>, were 
very much redyced. And by the tiiue I 
got to Reduction, I' was obliged to leave 
one hundrftd and fifty there. On tlie 
succeeding morning, when I gave the 
order to march^ Brigadier-general Lum-r 
ley reported to me that there lyere a vast 
many more totally unable to proceed. 
. I orclered all such men to b? sent up to' 



bad at all times, and attended with diffi- the principal division of the army at Ke- 
culty. He particularly questioned him Auction. There remamed so little day-' 
^s to the practicability of passing with a ^ight to execute tlie order which I bad 



wheel carriage through the morass ; and 
he answered that the Ensinada was the 
place of common embarkation for people 
going to the River Plata: and that it was 
pever at any time impracticable to pass 
{hat way with a carriage. 

Q. Do you know why the landing w^s 
pot effected in some other part of the ri* 
ver? 

A. I was not employed in reconnoi- 
tring f be river. Quarter-master-general 
X.ieutenant-coloneI Bourke was engaged 
in that service. 

Q. Can you state the reason that in- 
duced General Whitelocke to land at the 
tnsinada in preference to ^ny other 
place ? 

A. It is impossible for me to state what 
motives may have induced General 
Whitelocke to prefer the former. 

Q. Do 5^0 know what portion of coip- 
missaries stores for victualling the army 
\^ere landed at th^ time of the disembark- 
ation? 

'• A. Having been detached before all 
the troops were landed, I have no know- 
Jedffe whatever on the subject. 

Q. Do you Jmow whither it was prac-'' 



received, that I did not like to submit to 
the delay which the collection of regular 
returns would have caused. The bad- 
ness of the horses, and the difficulty 
of the pass were such, that with the 
greatest zeal and exertions, on the par^ 
of Captain Frazer, we were. . unable to 
get them up to the Coral till" loiig after, 
the action bad ceased that evening. 

Q. State, as nearly* as you can, the 
number of troops you had luider your 
command at that time. 

A. I should^think the amount of these, 
two battalions were not more -than one. 
thousand nien fit to march. 

Q. Having stated that you had been 
Inform.ed fey General Whitelocke that 
anothei* regiment should join you on the 
march, did that regiment join you } 

A. It never joined me until the main 
body came up on the 3d. 

Qa Having been directed to under- 
take such important operations with the 
foTCQ you have described, what reports 
were you directed to make to General 
Whitelocke during the separation of the 
advance guard from*the main body ? 

A, 1 do not remember that there wa^ 
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jjny specific orderon that subject. When 
I marched on the 2d, Lieutenant-colonel 
Bourke informed me that it was General 
IVhitelocke's intention to support me 
iwith the whole army. .1 waited till ten 
pVlock op the succeeding da}^ ami hear- 
ing nothing of the pfiaip division, I ^^"t an 
officer, with the 87th light cojnpany, to 
endeavpur to ifind them out. He suc- 
ceeded, anci returned with the niain di- 
vision. 

Q. Do you know to what di^tapce Ge- 
neral Whitelocke marched on the 2d, 
with the main body pf the army, wheii 
he found the line of operation of the ad- 
yanced guarfi ? 

A. Not knowing vhere the niain <dir 
vision was posted on the night of the 2d, 
I cannot say. 

Q. Did you receive any directions 
from General "Whitelocke to keep Op a 
communication with the main body of 
ibearmy, during the separation, through 
the medfiuxn pf patroles, or in any other. 
manner ? 

A. None whatever. I considered my 
order to make my lodgment good in the 
suburbs of Buenos Ayres peremptory; 
^nd I should have attempted it under any 
circumstances whatsoever, without loot- 
ing to the main body of the anny for as- 
sistance. 

Q. Having stated that the corps under 
your command, alter having driven a 
considerable body of cavalry across the 
Chuelo, and hearing of a foi*midable body 
of infantry and artillery on the evening 
pfthe2d, could you not liave derived 
any support from the main body under 
General Whitelocke, had the circum- 
stances of the action brought your corps 
into imminent danger at that period ? 

A. Certainly not. There was no as- 
sistance which I could derive from a 
corps on the right banks of the Chuelo, 
which could have availed me at all on 
that night. 

Q. " State what appearance of hostility 
on the part of the enemy you observccf, 
or heard of, between your landing and 
taking post at the Coral ? 

A. Between the 28th, and the morning 
of the 2d', I saw nothing but parties of 
the peasantry of the country, who were 
all mounted, and kept up a desultory fire 
on the column, except when I approach- 
^ the village of Reauctiou^ wiiero I saw 



so considerable a number of these men 
in a body, that 1 formed General Crau- 
furd's division into a line. A rapid ad- 
vance drove them a great distance, and 
1 took MP n;y position for the night, with- 
out any (Jther dilficulty than what arose 
from their attempts to cut off sentries 
and straggling men. When we were 
ascending the right bapk of the Chuelo, 
on the morning of the 2d, I fell in with a 
considerable quantity of cavalry, perhaps 
six iumdretl, many of whom were cloath- 
ed uniformly, and had the appearance of 
regular, soldiers. I observed the lett 
banli of the Qiuelo apparently lined witli 
corps of infantry, that marched by their 
right opposite to me for some time, ap- 
parently with a design of defending the 
high ground above the Chico pass over 
(he Cniiek), I outmarched them so con- 
siderably that they were foiled in that at- 
tempt. 

Q. Was the Chico pass tlie pass over 
which the advance guard under your 
couiraand crossed. the Chuelo? 

A. I believe so. 

Q. What was the breadth and depth 
of the river at that pass? 

'A. The breadth about thirty yards, 
and the depth so considerable Twas ob- 
liged to unload ihe artillery, and carry the 
ammunition over on mens* heads, and to 
oblige the infantry to carry their carl- 
ridge boxes on their shoulders to prevent 
their being wet. 

Q. Did you receive any, and what in- 
telligence of the plans and movements of 
the enemy between theperiod ot landing 
and taking post at the Coral? 

A. None whatever. With the exxep- 
tion of one^ every house was deserted, 
and every man actively employed in 
arms against us. 

Q. If you had received orders from 
General Whitelocke to inform him of 
the discovery of the ford, and you had 
done so, how many hours, march would 
it take for the main body to arrive at the 
ford? 

A.' I conceive from the position at Ke- 
duction the distance to the ford is very 
little greater, if taken in a direct line, 
from the one from which I advanced. 
It occupied me about four hours to ar- 
rive at the ford : when I arrived there I 
saw General Whitelocke's division at a 
very copsiderabie distance on the heights. 
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apparently in motion. I cannot attempt 
to guess ut what distance it then was, but 
it was so great we coiild not positively 
ascertain, with the best glasses, whether 
it did move, or which way. 

Adjourned until Monday, Saturday 
being the Anniversary of Kmg Charles s 
Manyrdom. 



THIRD DAY. 

MONPAY, FEBRUARY, 1. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment/ a petition was presented 
from Lieutenant-general sir J. DufF, 
Kniglit, praying that he might be ex- 
cused further attendance as one of the 
members of the Court, in consequence 
of tlie indisposition of a near relation. 
He was accordingly excused attend- 
ing durbig the remainder of the trial. 

Major-general John Leveson Goti;er 
a^ain called and examined, 

Q. \V hen were you informed that the 
i7th regiment would not join you > 

A. I never received any information 
upon that subject, subsequent *to the de- 
livery of that order by Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Bourke. 

Q. Having stated that when you 
marched on the '2d, Lieutenant-colonel 
Bourke. informed you that it was the in- 
tention of Lieutenant-general W hitelocke 
to support you with the whole of the army, 
when were you first informed that Gene- 
ral W hitelocke was not followiaig your 
Jine of marth, and- that you were not to 
receive the support you were promised? 

A. I did not receive any information 
that Lieiitenant-general AV hitelocke was 
jiot following in my line of march, but 
when I crossed the Chuelowith my divi- 
sion, I could then, with my spying-glass, 
discover the principal division of the 
army on the heights at a very considera- 
ble distance, so great, that 1 was convin- 
ced there did not remain sufficient day- 
light to enable them to join my division. 

Q. Had you any intelligence whether 
tliere was or was not a reserve formed 
froni the main body of the army, inde- 
pendent ot the division imder General 
Whitelocke ? • 



A. I had no knowledge wbaterei: ofi 

that subject. 

Q. What was the general face oftlw 
country through which you marched I 
Was it open or inclosed, woody, mounn 
tainous, or plain ? 

A. Fronvthe position I had taken up 
on the night of the lirst it was perfectly 
. open, without even a height of any spe^ 
cies. The ground rose with a very gen- 
tle elevation from the banks of the Chuelo 
towards the heights on which tlie village 
of Reduction was seated, and which ap- 
, peared to extend in a direction nearly 
parallel with the course of the Chuelo: 
during that part of the riiarch we had to 
cj^oss a very considerable number of 
boggy places which rendered the passage 
tedious and difficult. Having crossed 
the Chuelo, the first two miles of tKe 
march were through long meadows, the 
surface of which was wet, but firm. We 
then ascended some heights, and from 
thence to the Coral tlie country was 
strongly inclosed with thick banks and 
very strong ditches. 

Q. What is the distance from the 
Chuelo to the suburbs of the Coral de 
Miserare ? 

A. I do not know by adineasureincnt; 
it occupied me three hours in the marc6. 

Q. Can you tell hpw many miles wit^ 
out admeasurement ? 

A. I should think between six and 
seven. 

Q. Can you tell what is the distance 
from the bridge over the Chuelo to the 
Chico pass ^ 

A. 1 cannot. 

Q. Can you tell how many days pro- 
visions vour division had when you 
marched from the Ensinada?. 

A. Three days beef and bread, arid 
one day's spirits : — not when. we marcji- 
ed, but when we landed ; one day's pro- 
visions having been consumed when w« 
did march. 

Q. Did you receive any supply of 
provisions from the main hodj^ of the 
anny, or from the fleet during your 
march from the Ensinada to the suburbs 
of Buenos Ayres ? 

A. None. Except a small quantity 
of spirits not worth mentioning, as it was 
not sufficient for the consumption of one- 
third of the army for on§ day, and this 
was brought by a subaltern officer of tjie 
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JCth for the use of his own corps. Other- 
wisfe we had nothing. 

Q. Did you obtaui any supply of pro- 
visions from the country during your 
march ^ 

A. On the 28th none; on the 29th 
aad 30th two pionies, (cattle catchers) 
who were in the service of Biigadler- 
general Lumley, caught some few bul- 
locks. On the 1st July my men had no- 
thing until we came to a position at 
night; when, having captured some 
sheep, they were divided among them. 
On driving the enemy through the vil- 
♦lage of Reduction, 1 got a very small 
quantity of bread, but so small, it was 
harcUv worth dividing. On the 2d I had 
no provisions ; the result of my success 
on that night was the capture of some 
bullocks, and as much bread as would 
serve both drvisions of the army for two 
days, as reported to me; but being late 
when we came to our position none 
could be served out till the morning of 
the 3d. 

Q. Had you any, and what infonna- 
tion of the position of the main body 
of the Spanish army on the morning of 
the 2d? 

A. I have already stated that I saw a 
large body of infantry on the left bank 
of the Chuelo. Whether that composed 
the main body of the army or not I do 
toot know. I had no otlier information 
on the subject. 

Q. When General WHiitelocke came 
up with the ^main body on the 3d, did 
you receive any information from hira 
rejecting a reserve ? 

A. He ordered me to form the army 
in line, and then I discovered that the 
40th regiment, and part of the 1 7th I ght^ 
dragoons dismounted, were absent with * 
Lieutenant-colonel Mahort*s brigade. 

Q. Were you informed by General 
lYhitdocke where the^e regiments were ? 

A. Subsequently, at his own quarters, 
he informed me that he had left them at 
the \nllage of Reduction, but for wliat 
■purpose I never clearly undei-stood. 

Q. Of what regiments did Colonel 
Mahon's brigade consist, exclusive of 
the 40th foot and 17ih light dracoons? 

A, I am not sure whether the 45lh 
foot was not attached to that brigade. 
Tbere were four dismounted troops of 
^arbine^rs* Such was the arrangement 



when I had the last cou-^unication wjth 
the main division. It might have been 
altered afterwards. . * 

Q. Was any communication opened 
with the reserve under Colonel Mahon, 
or with the na\'y previous tothejuiKtiou 
of the main body with the advanced 
guard on the 3d ? 

A. None that I ever* heard oC 
Q. What infonnation respecting the 
enemy's force or other arrangements was 
obtained from the prisoners taken on the 
2d? 

A. I obtained very little myself; I 
Was present at very few of their exami- 
nations ; the information which I did ob- 
tain was that until midday of the 2d, 
the whole of the enemy's attentk)n was 
directed to the sea line of Buenos AjTes, 
or in other words, to the line of the rlatc 
to the banks of the Chuelo : that until 
about that time it was re[)orted that they 
had intended to remove theij: guns, and 
collect the principal part of their force 
towards the center ol the towm, and de- 
fend their streets by moveable column?. 
Q. By whom were the prisoners exa- 
mined, and where ? 

A. They were examined at General 
Whitelocke's quarters, I believe gene- 
rally by himself. 

Q. Was there any examination of the 
prisoners previous to General White* 
locke's arrival on the 3d ? 

A. No regular one by myself. I 
spoke to several of them ; but their in- 
formation seemed to me so little satisCic- 
tory, and, from their statement, that the 
enemy were in the act of adopting new 
measures when they marched, I gave 
myself very little trouble about it. 

Q. Were there any, and what mea- 
sures taken in the interim after the arri- 
val of the main body on the 3d, to the 
night of the 4th, to insure success to the 
operations against the town on the 5th ? 

A. The question is so general that it 
IS impossible for me to answer it. What 
other officers were ordered to do I can- 
not tell. 

Q. What measures were taken by 
General Whitelocketo your knowledge? 
A. General Whitelocke ordered that 
all officers commanding brigades and re- 
giments should attend at his quarters on 
the morning of the 4th. When there, 
the orders were delivered to them which 
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Ifrere to be put iii' execution on the next 
morning; and they were directed to 
give every inforaiatlon they could of the 
particular partition of the town which 
was allotted to them in the first instance. 
All the tools which could be collected, 
that Were applicable to forcing doors 
and windows, were directed to be 
searched for : a detail of the attack was 
published,in General Whitelocke's let- 
ter, but" I cannot sufficiently recollect 
the minute parts of it to venture to de- 
tail it from memory. 

Q. Had the plan of attack been com- 
municated by General Whitelocke to 
any one, to your, knowledge, previous 
tp'the meeting on the mflrniug of the 

4th^ 

A. Certainly. It was communicated 
to myseff, and I have reason to believe 
to several others.' 

Q, On what day previous to the 3,<;l? 

A. On the evening of the 3cl to my- 
»elf generally, and on the morning of tue 
.4th tx) others. 

Q. Would not the command of the 
army have devolved upon you if any 
thing had happened to General White- 
locke? 

A. Certainly, as the senior staff offi- 
cer pretient, according to t\\£ custom of 
the service, but not m consequence of 
any dormant commission or provision 
for that purpose. 

Q. Had you any confidential com- 
munication with General Whitelocke of 
the intention of government in sendmg 
out the expedition? and was General 
Wfaitelocke's plan of operations commu- 
nicated to you so as to enable you to as- 
sist in carrying it into execution ? 

A. General Whitelocke was pleased 
to shew me the instructions under which 
be acted in an early period of the voy- 
age. They were voluminous, and I have 
a very indistinct recollection of the mat- 
ter contained in them. I have already 
stated that I never heard of any thing 
like ^ plan of operations on the river 
Plate. 

Q. Were you ever in orders as second 
in command, or had you a letter of ser- 
vice appointing you as such? 

A. I had no other letter of service but 
that of Major-general on the staff. On 
General Whitelocke's arrival at Mohte 
Video, ID notifying to the troops bis own 



^pointment as Commander-io^ef, lie 
described me as a Major general second 
in command. In the latter part of the 
service I cpmmanded a brigade. . 

Q. Can you state to the Court why 
the attack on Buenos Ayres'was not 
made on the 4th? 

A. Not correctly. 

Q. Did you receive any ^eneral^ and 
what information from Genei'al White- 
" locke on that point? 

A. . On the 4th, when the orders were 
given dut, it appeared to be the general 
wish of the officers who were to command 
divisions that they . should have the re- 
mainder of^the day to reconnoitre their 
posts ; and then it was, I believe,' that 
General Whitelocke had definitively fix- 
ed the following morning for the attack. 
I have already stated that he informed 
me that he meant to summon the town 
a second time, and would do so before 
he made the attack. ,He did so pn the 
morning of the 4th. 

Q. Having stated that General White- 
locke joined the advanced guard about 
two o'clock on the 3d with the main 
body, can you tell why the town was not 
summoned that same evening? 

A. I cannot. 

Q. Were you at any time informed by 
General Whitelocke why the attack was 
not made on the 4th ? 

A. I have stated all that I knew on 
that subject already. 

Here a question was proposed by on^ 
of the members of the Court, the pur- 
port of which was not made public, and 
upon which the Court was cleared. 
After about forty minutes deliberation 
the question was withdrawn, and the pro* 
ceedings vvereTesumed. 

Cross-examined hy Lieutenant-general 
JVIiiielocke, 

• » 

Q. Did the information you received, 
or the knowledge you had of the di8p(> 
sition of the inhabitants, induce you to 
think it would be safe to leave a small 
body of troops at Colonia ? 

A. Colonia was nearly deserted by its 
inhabitants, therefore it was of no mo- 
ment. The information I had went to 
considerable bodies of armed men which 
had appeared in the neighbourhood. 

Q. What was the disposition of the 
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inhabitants of the Cduntry, and what in- 
ibrmation were they, more or less, in- 
filined to give us? 

A. More implacable hostility than I 
did conceive possible till 1 saw it; except 
one smuggler, who was, I believe, by 
birth a Portuguese, I do not think there 
was one man attached to the British 
cause in all Spanish America, as far as 
niy observation went. 

Q. Were not the civil authorities con- 
sidered, according to the best informa- 
tion, the persons who caused the insur- 
rection against General Beresford ? and 
were they not considered most com- 
pletely hostile to us ? 
' A. Certainly. I omadered it so. I 

understood the cpurtof Audiensia.usurp- 
ed nearly the whole power and autho- 
rity of tiye count r}\ 

*Q. Did you not consider the court of 
Audiensia no part of the civil authorities 
alluded to in the summons? 

A. I did. 

General fFhitelocke.. " As I shall 
make use of General Gower in the course 
I of my defence, I shall not trouble him 
irith further qu^ions at present" 

Exrmined by the Court 

Q. Did General Whitelocke inform 
you how you were to provide supplies 

1 tor the men after the provisions wiUi 
which they landed had been consumeil? 
A. I had no orders on that subject. 
Q. After the arrival of Gen. White- 
locke at Monte Video^ in what manner 
was the interval employed, and wliat 
measures were adopted to enable the 
army to proceed in the. attack of Buenos 
Ajrres > What information was obtained 

^ with respect to the country he l\'as to 
pass over ? What measures were taken 
to procure horses for the cavalry, for 
the artillery, and for transporting pro- 
visions? 

A. General Whitelocke arrived in the 
Plate on the 9th May, on the 1 1 th he 
took the command of the troops. The 
force was then divided into two divi- 
sions ; the one stationed at Colonia un- 
der Lieutenant-colonel Pack of the 71st 
regiment, consisted of a subaltern offi- 
cer's detachment of artillery, a few dis- 
pKHmted dfagoons, three companies of 
tjie 95th, the light companies of the 



38th, 40th, 47th, and 87tb, with four or 
five coinpanies of. the battalion of th© 
40th. The other division of the army 
occupied Monte Video with its suburbs, 
and some detached posts. On the 20th 
May, General Whitelocke ordered me 
to commgnicatetore^^admiral Stirling^ 
then the senior naval ofiicer in the Plate, 
that he wished an arrangement of trans- 
ports to be made for the reception of 
10,000 men, on their passage to Buenos 
Ay res ; for tonnage tor eighteen pieces 
ot light artillery with their proportion of 
ammunition, carriages, &c. for two bat- 
teries of heavy artillery, and, 1 believe, for 
provisions for twenty-one days for 10,000 
men. The estimates for dead weight 
and stowage of the oflScers at the 
head of eacTi branch of tbe service were 
collected and delivered to rear-admiral 
Stirling. All the horses which coiild be 
obtained on the left bank of the Plate be- 
tween Colonia and Monte Video were 
procured; but the enemy had driven 
thatcotmtry with so much' success, tlu^ 
very few of a tolerable description re- 
mamed; and even these, never havio|; 
been accustomed to eat dry forage or 
corn, were almost useless. Eight trans- 
ports were cleared for the reception of 
such horses as wefe procured, and Ge- 
neral Whitelocke called upon all British 
subjects there, whether oracers or civi- 
lians, to give up all the horses that could 
bie possibly spared for the public service. 
What number were procured, or for 
whith description of the service, I do 
not know. On the 24th May, there was 
a report of a very considerable corps of 
the enemy, estimated at four thousand 
men, having crossed from Buenos Ayres, 
and it was stated that the merchauts had 
lost ail power of transporting the mcr- 
. chandize into the country, from beine 
constantly plundered by these people. 
On the 12th June, Lieutenant-colonel 
Backhouse, who commanded an outpost 
at Calalines, retired to Monte Video, 
owing to the number of the enemy that 
appeared in that vicinity. During tbe 
whole of that* period, the garrison of 
Monte Video were employed in em- 
barking their various stores, and in fur- 
nishing the working parties with mate- 
rials for the defence of the place. I was 
present at General Whitelocke's quar- 
ters at various periods duripg that time, 
D 
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^ilMn be examined three or foot men 
who professed to know the country be- 
tween the Eostnada and Buenos Ayres^ 
the Yicinity of Ch'des^ and all the various 
points whei^ it was possible to land. 
On the arrival of the Fly sloop of war> 
lieutenant-^^losMl fiourwe was sent up 
the river to reconnoitre the banks : at 
repotted, on his return, that the Ensinada 
de Barragon appeared the most advan- 
tageous place for landing,, and the ene- 
kny did not, at tittt time, apptar to be at 
all jealous of, hisn, 

Q. Were tfe*e any means taken to 
procure a supply of provisions on the 
inarch, beyond tliat for the three-days, as 
already mentioned ? 
A. Not that I know of. 
Q. Was. it conunuuicafted to you in 
^ orders^ or in* any other manner, the 
movement of tlie rest of the army, when 
you were ordered to advancie on the 
29th and 30th ? 

A, -On the 29th I was ordered not to 
Inove till the main divmon of the army 
came up. On the 30tb, ihe same thing. 
Crenerai Whitelodte them asked me if 1 
cocrld reach the village of Reductt<m 
that night. I told him it was ioypossibie 
for me to say; but I would try. He then 
^K;quaiated me that he would remain at 
the point from whi^h 1 was going to 
march, until the morning. Whwn I had 
marched about four miles, I found the 
battalions of General Lmnley*s brigade 
so ttttelly exhausted, that, if I had ad- 
vanced further, I should have left the 
greater proportion of thtni behind. I 
ordered them to remain there till next 
momitfg. I reported the circumstance 
.to General Whitelocke, and he approved 
ofwhatlhaddone. General Whitelocke 
jwned me betwcem nme and ten o'clock 
on the first of July with his division^ 
and the two divisions mardied together 
'for a short distance, it was evident that 
^ae cohimn would be very late before it 
could reach Reduction, supposing that 
place was at the distance described by 
the guides. The men, particulariy tliose 
of wneral Lumley's brigade, were very 
much exhausted, and General White- 
locke, to give them a chance of getting 
on with more rapidity, ordered atl the 
blarikets of tl« army to be thrown down, 
and ^MKt, with the army thus lightened. 



I should attempt to gjet towards tht^ 
Chuelo, beyond Reduction. 
Adjourned until to-morrow. 



FOURTH DAY. ^ 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2. 

The Court being met, pursuant to ad- 
journment, Majoi^general Gower wa* 
again called, and forther exammed 
by the Court. 

Q. Was the country, from the En- 
sinada to Buenos Ayres, so little fre- 
quented, that a perfect knowledge of it 
might not have been obtained at Monte 
Video, as well as men found who might 
have been forced to guide the army > « 
A. I should conceive that the road firom 
the Ensmada to fiuenos Ayres, in con- 
sequence of the former being the place 
at which all the large ships employed in 
the commerce of the latter were laid up, 
was well known. I was not at all enr- 
ployed relative to obtsuhing intelligence 
on that point For my own orivatelir- 
formation, I tried to collect what 1 could, * 
but could not find any body that could 
•peak very exactly on the subject at 
Monte Video. 

The question being repeated. Lieute- 
nant-general Sir John Moore said, 

" We all know that there may be 
found a thousand persons who know the 
road from London to Windsor perfectly 
well, and yet would not be inclined to 
point it out to an enemy; but might be 
made to do §o by putting a halter 
roimd their neck, and threatening to hang 
them. What is meant by the question 
is, was there noboby to be found whom 
you could force to guide the army ? 

A. There was but one man who ever 
professed to know the road ; and he was. 
carried up with' the army. AH the 
others I pressed upon the subject, stated, 
that they had always gone in small vefs- 
sel5 to Buenos Ayres, and never' landed 
at the Ensinada de Barragon. 

Q. Was there such intercourse be- 
tween Monte Video and Boenot Ayres 
before the former fell into the hancfe of 
the English ? 
A. iconceive, of course^ th^e tswBSt 
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h|M« Ibeen a oommtmicalkRi, as Buenos 
^res was the seat of government, and 
Monte Video de{>en€lei|t upon it. Of 
course there must have been an inter- 
course between the principal and its de- 
pendent government. The usual mode, 
of communication was by water. I do 
not believe the people ever go willingly 
to the Ensinada to travel from thence 
by land to Buenos Ay res. 

Q.,The march ot the army on the 29lh, 
and 30th June, and Ist of July, seems to 
have been in two divisions on the same 
rout Did you conceive it to be so ou 
the second } 

. A. I did, with the exception of a small 
variation which must have happened, 
from the main division, as well as mv 
own; commencing its march from the left 
flank, iiom a point about three miles in 
the rear of the one iirdm whence I bad 
marched. I had a specific duty to per* 
form, and did not consider that I had 
any discretionary power, and certainly 
expected the anny to fellow me. 
. Q. With the corps composing the 
advance guard, l»d you a detachinent of 
ttie 17th light dragoons or carbineers, 
mounted? If you had not, state where 
these corps were, and to what coKimn 
attached? 

A. I saw, on the S9tb, about thirty 
Worses, hi the possession of the 17th 
light dragoons, that could be called fit 
kx duty. Wliat became of the rest I 
know not Of these I had twelve, and 
in two days tune there were not six of 
these horses fit for duty. The only 
mounted carbineers I had were three 
orderlies on my own hontes. The horses 
of that country never eating dry coni« 
.areAoon knocked np. 

Q. Was the country such as to have 
admitted the march ot the army in se- 
veral parallel columns, and thus have 
shortened the time of march ^ 

A. From the Ensinada to the heights 
I never could find more than one road, 
though I tried in every direction. From 
luismada to the Chuelo every part of 
the road was sufiklently good for the 
march of troops from the heights of the 
Chuelo: it seemed equally fit in all 
parts : tl^ere seemed to be not mere un- 
pedimentVn one plaoe tlian in the other ; 
aod aU the road^from Cheulo to Buenos 
Ayres seemed equally pniiDticablt m all 



directions: and there were thcii two 
roads to the subutiM. 

Q. Can you state the reason why the 
passage of the river was not attempted 
at the bridge ? 

A. I do not know exactly. The 
bridge wat described to be of wood, and 
in the direction in which it was -sup- 
posed to lie, tfcere was a very targe fire, 
which tlie officers, who had iieen before 
at Buenos Ayres, and the guide who wai 
with me, believed to be the bridge on 
fire. 

Q. Do you know whether the bridge 
was or was not reconnoitred? 

A. Not by me certainty. I did not 
arrive until nearly dark the night before, 
and I received my orders to march at 
nine o'clock n^xt mominfl;. The bridee 
from my post was, 1 beheve, about the 
distance of five or six miles: i doiiot 
know whether it had or had not been re^' 
connoitred. 

Q. Was. it • not possible ta ascertain 
whether the bridge waS or war not oil 
fire? 

A. Certainly : by raarching a consP 
derable body oSf men towards it, we Could 
h^ve ascertained it ; bdt the enemy had 
such bodies of cavalry, between us and it^ 
that nothing but « copsiderabie forc^ 
could have approached it. * 

Q. Had the march of tlie army bten 
in several colurans, might nc>t tlwe wholfc 
have arrived at the Chueb on the 2nd^ 
and passed it with the advanced guard ?• 

A. I know no reason why they should 
not The regiment least capable oif 
marching was the 88th, that was with 
me ; they had among them a vast num- 
ber of very young men, nnmy of them 
had been nearly a year on board tranv 
ports. The dmh, being a stouter bo<i^ 
of men, did not foil so much, but were 
very much fatigued. The old regiments 
that were with us, who had been inured 
to hard labour in that country, were evi* 
dently much more eoual to the fetigue 
than men so lAdr landed. 

Q. Do you think any material ad* 
vantage might have been derived by the 
whole army passing the river and attack- 
ing the enemy on the 2d? 

General Whitdodie oMected to this 
(^oestioii, as merely a question of opkiioa 
and not of efleet. The ludge Advocate 
resisted the oljectioB^ttpQn the^ iproundt 
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\hzt it materially went^ta a particular act. 
The question, therefore, was repeated, , 
. A. I believe they would have carried 
l^uenos Ayres. Had th^re been a force 
to have supported ^he impression raad« 
by the light battaliQn> I am convinced 
' Y^ should have carried the place* 
. Q. Did yourepoitto tlieqommaitfl^r 
of the forces the.wai)t of provisions on 
the 1st of July r aji^Hi what manner did 
you propose to provision vour corps ? 
^ A. Optl)e-lst of July General White- 
locke sa^ my corps hunself, and remark^, 
ed tl)^ very exhausted state of the SSth 
regiment. Jie tald rae he expected I. 
sjlxould catch a &uiiicient quantity pf bul- 
locks with the adyanccMi guard, uot 
only to supply myself .but his cdumu 

Q,. Could not provisions for the army 
lave been conveyed in boats, and a 
^ommuniqation opened with them ) 

A. The only point, 1 believe, betweea 
the Ensia^da and the Chuelo, where 

Srovisions could be landed, was under 
xe village of Redui^tion: by the des- 
fription Ihave had of the river, I believe, 
^e victuallers themselves might have 
ipome close in,. What difftcuUy the pas* 
iage of the morass, from the village to 
the shore, might 4;>resent, I do pot 
Vnow. 

, (i. In the orders delivered to the ge- 
neral officers on the 4th of July, for the 
attack on Buenos Ayres, what statioji 
Vas allotted to you ? 

A. I was ordered by General Whiten 
locke to be at the CpM^al before the hour 

at which the cannonading was to com- 
mence, and to wait there till he arrived, 
.and then I should receive his orders. 
[ Q. Were the orders or instruction^ 

given to the general officers on. that 
. morning verbal or written } 

A- Tne orders to me were verbal. 

£ach general officer apd each iield of- 
' ficer cooied the ofde^. 

Q. Was it then, or at any other time, 

communicated to the general officers 
^ and officers, comnianduig in th^ attack, 
. the station of the commander of the 
. forces, ii> case they should have to report 

to him? ' , 
4- ? ^ iiot remember that it was„ It 

might have been without my knowledge. 

It w^ not comn^uiiicated at the time of 

delivenng the orders, to tjie best pf my 

KcoUection. 



Q. Did you yourself, on the raofiiMl||" 
of the 4th, express a wish ta postpone the 
attack till the 5th, in order to reconnoitw 
your post ? 
A. J did not. 

Q. Did you receive any, and what 
orders ta<:oilect horses for the artillery 
at Colouia ? 

A. Certainly not. The order I re* 
ceived was verbal. I do not remember 
it literally, but the uiipression it made 
on my mind, and which I still have, war, 
that the great object of my being sent to 
Colohia was to expedite the junction of 
that division of troops in the shortest 
possible time, ie^i bad weather should set 
ip, and the transports be damaged in their 
then exposed situation. 

Qtiestion by the President. As sc» 
eond in command, w«fc you consulted 
on the mode of attack to be made cm the 
town of Buenos Ayres ? 

A. I wasj . On the evening of the 3d, 
General Whitelocke sent* an order that I 
sliouldcome to his quarters. He then 
asked me if I had any idea how the town 
^ould be attacked > I stated, that having 
Inarched for that purpose the preceding 
day, I had thought upon the surest. 
He asked roe if 1 had put my ideas \ipoti 
paper; I said I had, and he desired to 
see them. I had not the paper then with 
me'; but 1^ directed me to bring it, 
v^hich I did, and'dehvered it to him. 

Q. Was there any.considerable variai> 
tion in your plan and that adopted by 
General Whitelocke. 

A. Yes. . Mine having been made in 
tiie mai'ch, before I knew that the 40th 
foot and 17th light dragoons would ncvt 
be there, I had mcluded them. 

Q. Was there any other difference in 
thepJan? ' 

- A. My "first idea was an attack in co- 
lumns from a central point. There wotild 
have been a consequent deployment prc- 
vk>tis to the attack; but as the attack 
was made in line, consequently there 
was no deployment The basis of my 
plan was very similar to th^ of General 
Whitelocke, and I cannot call the dif- 
• ference very great 

Q. What was the distance between 
the village of Reduction and your divi- 
. sion on the night of the 1st of July ? 
A. Between three and four nrnes. 
Q, Was the nature of the country §uc)^ 
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HAt the rout taken byv your corps coukl 
have been seen at the village of Keduc* 
tionon tbemoniiiifFof the 2d? 

A. I should ibiiik so. I saw the prin^ 
dpal column during the grealer part of 
the day, and apparently atter they had 
<)uittea the v i llage of Reduct ion . t s« p-, 
pose, of course, they could have seen 
us. 

Q. Was there a free communication 
between the main body of the amiy and 
the troops under your coramand on the 
evening of the Isl? 

- A. There ivas no cemmunication on 
that night. During the whole period of 
tiie march itiwas impossible to coramuni- 
cate with any tolerable safety. 

Q. Had you any guide with yon on 
the morning of the 2d, to shew you tlie 
%vay to the Chico^pass } 

A. I bad a man with me who professed 
to know the road. Brigadier-general 
Craufitrd also captured an Indian on the 
previous night, and both seemed certain 
ef its existence, but not of its exact po- 
ftitJon. 

Q. Did you ever hear-at which side 
the river General Liniers had taken his 
position, in order to defend the passage 
of the bridge? 

A. His batteries were certainly all on 
the western side. I have hearcl it re- 
ported, that he advanced over tlie bridge 
with some iniiantry, but do not niy^^f 
believe that any considerable niiinber 
passed in our presence. 

Q. Having stated that Biknios Ayres 
iwould have been carried had CkMu?i al 
-Whitelock followed your line of nmrcli, 
and passed the Chtco-ford on the i<l, 
when you did ; state the giounds of that 
pinion* 

A. It is grounded on the information 
which I then procured from the persons, 
as I before stated, that the whole of the 
enemy's attention and means of defence, 
had, at as late a period as twelve oVIock 
on that day, been directed towards the 
line of the Cbuefo and the Plata: and 
consequently the entrance of a body of 
troops mto the town by the western side, 
was, by them, totaHy luiexpected and 
unprovided against. 

Q. Was the plan of attack ordered 
«n the 4tb, obfeeted to by any of the 
mocipal p^^f of the army } 
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A. Certainly not. I believe 
body was coi!itident of success. 

Q. When General Whilelocke joined 
you on the third, dnl he assign any caus^ 
why he did not give you that support 
you bad been Imlinced to expect, trom 
the message delivered to you b}' Lieiite- 
i>aiit-coloiicl Bourke ? • 

A. I understood fit>m hirti, that the 
cause of his hot arriving sooner at the 
Coral wa$, that the guide had lost lu« 
way. 

Q. Were the officers encouraged by 
any thing that fdl trom tlie commander 
of the forces, to slate any objectioa to 
the plan of attack, if they had anyf 

A. Certainly ; and 1 did not hear the 
sligiitest <r!sapprobation. 

'Q. Did they express their approbalioA 
©fit? 

A. I was so particukriy situated wHk 
the commander of the forces, that I had 
very little personal communication witk 
anv of them. With the lew I had, they 
dill express their approbatiptt. 

Q. What was the peculi;ir situation to 
which you allude ? 

A. I have no difficulty in answering tht 
question. General Wliitelocke was ex* 
tremely jealous of theinterferenccof any 
of the inferior officers ; and I had it re^ 
marked to me on that (lay, ttiat he bad 
expressed it to the connnanding t>fl[icer 
of engineers, by forbidding him to spe^ 
to me, because, he said, I had been paid 
moie attention than himself. Therefore 
I was precluded from any communication 
with them, and would not venture to act 
in any way without a specific order. 

Q. W^iH you state wliether you recol- 
lect any conversation taking place 
among the general officers, respecting 
the oi-ders of the 4th of July, or afny ob» 
servations made by Brigadier-geiTeral 
Luniley, in the presence and bearing of 
General Whitclocke. 

A. There was nothing reladve to these 
orders passed, but in the presence and 
hearing of General Whitdocke. There 
was a very general discussion relative to 
the hour, as the degree of light, of the 
time of the attack, was considered of great 
importance. To the best of my recoK 
lection, there was a question put by 
General Lumley, "whether the respectK-e 
fsolMintts were to persevere io arriving ^ 



mf^ or u»ir«jrMrT-<»mu& wwtBCtfCSf* 



9n6 ffiawttiDing the reipective points to 
which they were directeti, under any im- 
loreseen circuinstaDoes of loss or ditficul- 
ty i And it \vas answered by General 
'Whitelix:ke himselt, tlwt iliey were not 
to risque Ums ; and, il it Avas necessary, 
they should deviate or go away froin the 
poir.t: they were to take care not to 
cross the hre of tlie artillery which woukl 
be posted in lh<t streets. 1 think tl^ere 
wa* *ome more geiveral conversation, 
but 1 am not quite correct from whom 
Of to what elfect. 

Q. Were tber«any orders given for 
the point of retreat, it retreat s£xild t>e- 
conoe necessary > 

A. No general ones that I know of. 
I undv-M stood that the Redeocia, which 
was coivsklered a strong defeasible posi- 
tion, was the place for the right wing to 
^1 back on hi case of accidents ; and 
tlie Fkiaa del Toros, if it was carried, ior 
the left tknk. 

Q. Explain what you mean by saying 
tliere was an understandhig that ti^ 
]^kices you mention should be the places 
tor each division of the army to retreat, 
mccordtug to their situation ? 

A. 1 considered lltat it was supposed 
to be desirable that the anny^ for which 
liiere rtraomed n«> more provisions, 
kbould atali events, if possible, get into 
such a situation, that they might have a 
chance of communicating wKhthe navy, 

foints such as tiie Kedencia aisd 
'laxa del Toros ol!ere<!. The plan was 
to direct the retreat of the columns out 
of tbe town to tlie westwarcL i believe 
this io have been ihi: reason that h was 
nore desk^le, if p«)6sibk, for each wing 
logive way to its outward flank, if they 
gaxe way at all, than to come dn-ectly 
cat of the town to the Coral. 

Q. Then did your understanding arise 
ir^m your own conviction' <hat these 
points were most proper for the divisions 
to ty^ect, or was it from any conversation 
stated by General Wlutelocke at the** 
meeting of the officers? 

A/fFroni both. I understood myself 
that they were points so good, that if 
once ol}tained-our troops could not be 
driven from tliem, and tlie event prove4 
the hci ; tliey were- the principal object 
of attack ; I understood them to be 
points of support to each of the wiugs to 



wluoh tbey were, to relr««t by tbeir wU^ 
ward flanfU. 

Q. Was there any place pointed out, 
in case ot £aikire of atuck, tor the army 
to retreat to, given out in the general, 
orders, or otlwwise i 

A. None thai i know of. 

Q. What force waa appc»nted to be 
left on the western side of the towa. 
when the general attack wa» to. be 
made ? 

A. Four troops of carbineer! dis- 
mounted ; eight troops of the 9tli dfa-. 
gooas dismounted ; one or two conipa* 
nies of thet^Sth; and a very small picket 
from each corps, to take >caveof their re- 
spective packs. 

JJevUmmi-^nhfiei Richard Baturkc 
sworn tmd examined, 

Q. Were yo« chief officer in tlw 
quarter-mabter-generars depajrtm€nt,eni-* 
ployed in the expedition against Buenos 
Ayres, under Xiet^esaot-'gttDend Whiter 
locke } 

A. I was. 

Q. Eelate tlie previom nacasorea 
adopted by General Wtutekx:ke, and 
the information received by him, from 
tlie time of his arrival at Monte Video, 
as commander of the forces, to the ni^it 
of the 4th of July, as far as came witbi» 
your knowledge; which, without binding 
you to time or method, may be deschbeo 
according to the inenaorandiKU now put 
into your hand* 

The Judge Advocate here put a writ- 
ten paper mto the hands of the witnis»» 
to guide hhn in the leading points kA iua 
examination, and intimated to the Court, 
that as Licutenant-cofonet Bourke had 
been wounded in the face at the storming 
of Monte Video, the coBpequence of 
which gave him an impediment in his^ 
speech, he hoped for the indulgence of 
the court. 

- Lientenant-colonel Bourke then pro* 
cee^led in liis narrative as folfows t 

A. The evening that General White- 
locke landed at Monte Video, I was in- 
troduced to him by Brtgadier^general Sir 
Samuel Auchmuty, who previously com- 
manded that place. On the succeedingr 
day I attended at the Govermnent-'bouse, 
and liad some conversatioo with Geuendl 
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Wkitdedce. Be tuld ne 1^ M h«ard 
ol tke exedleot std^e of things at the gar-^ 
lison from General Aacbmuty, but was 
much disappointed that the cavalry wa$ 
notsoweii provided >vith horses^ which 
was contrary to his expectation. He 
then mtreduced me to General Xjiower, 
as second in oommand, with whom, he 
said, i should discuss those points which 
1 had aheady spoken of to his Excellent 
cy. I frequently afterwards had a good 
dieal of conversation with General Gower 
upon the difficulty of qiiartering the 
troops, from the imnher coming from 
England. He toki me that Cajitain 
TfaoRH>soii, of the Fly Sloop, was ex- 
pected firom the Cape of Gf»od Hope, 
with Brigadier-general Craufurd, who 
was to have left the Cape on a certain 
day in April, and might be expected 
shortly in the river Plate, i believe the 
<lay after the arrival of Captain I'homp- 
«on, the commander of Ine forces sent 
for me, amlsaid, that as General Crau- 
fwd was expected so soon> he was swixi- 
Ods that I should go up the river, and 
examine that side on which Buenos 
Ayres was situated, and look out for a 
convenient place for landing the forces 
ke intended to take with him for the at- 
tack against that town. I was also in- 
structed to go to Colonta, in order to 
ascertain if that woidd be a convenient 
place of rend^vous for the ships, and to 
cottfcr with Cobnel Pack^ who com- 
inaoded there, on the possibility of land- 
ing small corps of troops more to the 
wes^llrard than Colooia, in order to cut 
4>ff abody of the enemy which was then 
on the left bank of the river. The same 
day 1 received these instructions from 
ttee general, I conferred with Rear-ad- 
tniral Stirling, and received from him 
all the information he could give, re- 
specting the possibility of landing on the 
opposite side -of the river, and to con- 
♦oilt, at the same time, with the Ameri- 
can, and with Colonel Dion of the 38fch, 
who hod been at Buenos Avres with Ge- 
neral Beresford. I had before stated, 
that firom every thJng f had heaM on 
the stibject, that the Ensinada de Barra- 
gon was the oniy place where the troops 



could be lamled under cover of the ships 
of war, without going down, at least* 
one hundred miles eastward of Buenos 
Ayres. In consequence of this, the ge- 
neral particularly directed his enquiries 
to the situation of the Ensinada, and tlie 
state of the roads between Buenos Ayrt* 
and that place. It was stated that the 
Ensii^ada was the place where goods 
were olteh landed, and from thence con- 
veyed up to Buenos Ayres in wheel-car- 
riages: that evening I went on board 
t!ie FJy sloop, and proceeded the next 
day up the river with Captain Thomp- 
son. We examined, qn the succeding 
dny, a considerable extent of the coast, 
from at least sixty miles eastward of the 
Ensinada, as far as six or seven miles 
westward of Buenos Ayres : the result of 
which examination was, tliat we believed 
that there was no place where the troops 
could be landed, under cover of the 
smallest of the ships of war, except the 
Ensinada de Barragon. We were par- 
ticularly anxious to ascertain if a landing 
could be effected to the westward of the 
town ; bat Captain Thompson was de- 
cidedly of opinion, that the navigation 
was too intricate to render it at all safe 
to conduct a fleet of transports to th^t 
point. After having gone over to C6- 
lonia, and ascertained that a large fleet 
could rendezvous in that harbour. I re- 
turned to Monte Video on the 27th or 
28th May. I had conferred with Colo- 
nel Pack'on the other instructions which 
the General had given me : I found oq 
my retuni that General Go wer had ar- 
ranged several matters with Admiral 
Stiriing relative to the embarkation of 
the trov^ps from Montevideo: that it 
was settled that the transports were 
to be victualled for three weeks: that 
supplies for 10,000 n>enwere to be em- 
barked by the commissary general : that 
eighteen liffht guns were to be taken np, 
with some neavy pieces and two mortars. 
The whole of the ordnance arransemeiit 
was left to the commandiusj officer of 
ailillery. I found that the General had 
given up all idea of mounting the who!«^ 
of the cavalrv. - 
Adjourned until to-mgrrow. 
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FIFTH DAY. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBItUARY 3. ' 

The court liaving met pursuant to ad- 
journment, Lieutepant colonel Bourke 
was again called, w\\en the Judge Ad- 
vocate suggested the propriety of 
reading the two t^rst charges to each of 
the witnesses, according as tliey should 

- be swoi'n, iu or.diT to draw their par- 
ticular attention to the apecilic matter 
contained in them. 'I'he charges were 
Iheiiread, and the Judge Advocate 
proceeded to examine tlie witness. 

Q. Do you know whether there was 
any chart or survey niade of the Plate, 
between Monte Video and Buenos 
Ayres }^ ' 

' A. Hjere was a survey made of the 
liver by one of ^he officers of the navy, 
but i\o survey of the iaml. 

JLieutvnant-colonel Bourke tlien re^ 
sumed his narrative as follows : 

1 cannot exactly state what measures 
bad been taken to procure horses : how- 
ever, in appnppriating transports to other 
. services ot the army, it was fpund that 
but five vessels remained to be used for 
bofses. On enquiring of Captain 
Thompson of the navy, the commander 
trf the forces seemed disposed to think 
theEiisinada de Ikrragon the most pro* 
. per place for lauding the troops against 
Buenos Ayre§. The whole of the infor- 
mation wliich was received respecting 
that place, aud the roads and country 
from thence to Buenos Ayres, irjclined us 
lo think the distance from the Ensinada 
to Reduction was about ^0 miles, and 
from thence to Buenos Ayres nine iiiiles. 
That there were three cfifferent roads : 
the one on the sands, one through the 
marsh, and the third on the heights ; tl)e 
last was said to be the best. That in 
order to reach the heights, some n.arshy 
groimd must be passed tbroush, and 
whidi the waggons and carts of the coun- 
try commonly travel. The heights 
being once gained, the reads were hrm 
and good, and there were but very few 
farm houses on the roads ; nor could the 
troops expect to find shelter short of the 
suburbs of Buenos Ayre5. That fix)m 



EeductioQ tbie ittgher road led'oter (Hf 
bridge; but that by makiog a consider '. 
able detour to the left, we might find a 
place to go round the head of the Rio 
Chuek>< The whole of this information 
was (laid before General Whitelocke, 
the greater part of which was cootaineil 
in a memoir written by a person who ac« 
companied the expedition. With re« 
gard to the prcjectaof tbe enemy, it was 
understood that he intended to oppose 
our landing at Chelmir port, or at St«^ 
Scgro, to tiie west of the town ; that he 
also meant to dispute the passage of the 
Kio Chuelo. With regard to his force, 
the reports were so various ami contra- 
dictory, that 1 believe m credit was at-* 
tached to any of them. The force that 
was landed at the Ensinada de Barragon 
on the 26th of June, consisted of S5^ 
rank and file, including 150 nKMinted 
dragoons. It was provided with e^b- 
teen pieces of artillery, and 206 horses 
and mules for their conveyance ; there 
was also a large quantity of ordnance 
stores embark^, and a reserve of ar- 
tillery of some heavy pieces, mortars, 
and howitzers : there were entrenching 
tools for one thousand men ; six pontoons^ 
«nd camp equipage for ten thousand 
men : but no horses had been embark^ 
for its conveyance. The embarkat'toa 
of the troops and means of conveying 
them on shore was not in my depart-* 
ment ; but I understood there was pro- 
vision for ten tliousand men for tw<it 
months at least ; and 1 had been applied 
to by the -Commissary-general tor a 
ship to carry mules and carts for thek 
conveyance. I skouki observe, that la 
the 8322 men were inckided 1580, which 
had been brought over from Coloni» 
on the 25th and 26th June, i shall now 
proceed to describe the march of tlie 
army from the place of hmding, ta thek 
position on the 3d of July. 

The first of the troops were landed 
about lialf past nine o'clock in the monv 
ing of the 2&th, forming General Crau- 
furd's li^ht battalion, consisting of eight 
companies of the 95th, nine light infan- 
try companies, with some pieces of artil- 
lery : I marched with the light brigade, 
under the command of Major-general 
Gower, about tour miles from the land- 
ing place, to the heights. Before sun- 
set that Qreoing, all the infantry were 
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\anded ; several field-guns, with ^eir 
ammunitiou> carriages, &c. and some 
staff-horses. The whole of the forces, 
except General Gower's corps, were sta- 
tioned at the village of Barragon. This 
evening, the General stated it to be his 
intention to march the next morning at 
nine o*clock to the heiglUs with the 
Diain body of the army, and desired me 
to remain behind, to hasten as much as ■ 
possible the disembarkation of horses 
and stores that still remained on board. 
He stated also, that he wished to have a 
considerable supply of bread and spirits 
sent up to the neights ; and he autho- 
rised us, if the Commissary-general was 
not sufBciently provided with the means 
for conve}ing it, to have pack-saddles 
put upon some of the cavahy horses, 
^nd the provisions conveyed in that way. 
to coBsequence of this, t believe about 
forty horses were turned over to the 
Commissary-general. By sun-set in the 
evening of tlie 29th, every thing was 
landed that could be conveyed. Early 
on the morning of the 30th, the artillery 
and commissariat-stores prpceeded to 
the heights.- On the march, the officer 
who commanded tliat part of the artil- 
lery shewed me an order from Captain 
Frazer, wlio commanded the whole, to 
destroy the Spanish guns, if he should 
find any difticulty in bringii>g them 
through the marsli. I proceeded to join 
the General on thei^eights, ..and I found 
that Major-general Gow.er had marched 
for^ Kectuction, having under his com- 
mand four companies of the 93th, and 
the light battalion under Brigadier-ge- 
neral Craufurd; the 36th and 88th 
regiments, under Brigadier-general Lum- 
ley ; four six, and two three-pounders, 
with some nwunted cavalry. I found 
the General about to move with the 
mam body of the army, to the ground 
wjiich i understood had been occupied 
the evening before by General Gower. 
He ordered the dismounted part of the 
17th .light dragpons, aud the 40th foot, 
to remain on the heights, undec lieute- 
nant-colonel Mahon, to escort the artil- 
lery when it should come up : he then 
moyed'forward with the main body about 
five nules, when the army was stationed 
at three ^rnvhouses, apout two miles 
froii leach other. The 38th was in the 
rear^ tlie ^th and 87th in the centre. 



and Colonel Mahon's brigade in tlie 
front: that part of Colonel Mahon's bri- 
gade which was with the main body of 
the army, consisted of the 6th dragoon 
ffuards^ dismounted ; 9th light dragoons, 
dismdimted ; and the 45th foot. We 
received infornaation that the artillery 
had alUeached the heights, but that the. 
seamen and horses were too much fa- 
tigued to bring it forward on tliat day. 
All express arrived , from General 
Gow^r, statipg, that he had halted, I 
tiiink, about seven miles m our front* 
He said he had marched too late in the 
day to reach Reduction the same even- 
ing ; that he was anxious to take his 
corps fresh hrom that place, because he 
had seen some Spanish officers recon- 
noitring; and he conceived that the 
village might be occupied by the enemy ; 
further stating, that if h^did not hear 
from the General, he should proceed in 
the morning for Reductionl In answer 
to tills, the General ordered him to lialt- 
where he was till he himself should ar- 
rive with the main body, which he hoped 
would be early on the next day. An 
order was sent this evening to Colonel 
Mahon, desiring him to proceed as far 
as he could next day on the road to 
Reduction. On the 1st of July, the 
main body moved forward before sun- 
rise, and joined General Gower about 
1 1 o'clock. After some private conver-. 
sation between General vV hitelocke and 
General Gower, the latter moved for- 
ward with his corps, and the main body 
halted for a full Iiour. I could not as- 
certain the exact rout General Gower- 
was to take, but about one o'clock the 
main body of the army moved forward 
for Reduction : a small advance guard 
was posted for our column, consisting of 
four companies of the rifle corps.. In 
marching for Reduction, I went forward, 
with the advance ; I found some of our 
own dragoons in the village, and then- 
heard, that General Gower had passed 
throiigh with his division. Shortly after 
the Genei'al came up to the village, we. 
received a dispatch from General Gower, 
in which he stated, that having passed 
through Reduction with little opposition,, 
he should endeavour to push on to the 
Rio Chueb that evening, and, if pos- 
sible, send a small corps across the 
river. A little before sun-set, the main 
E 
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body of 6Wt arihy arrived at Ihe vitla^, 
mid t^rere statiori^ in front df it : some- 
time after sun-s^, afijothrt dlspatdi ar- 
rive ff dm General Gcl^efr, irtathtg that 
thfe grtitind fn his front appcarte* very 
inarshjr, he had not psmed ov^ the Rio 
Chttielo^; ihat he believed the brklee 
^<ras abbiit fiVe miles from wm. Shortly 
aftet Wfe reached thfe village of Reductk>n| 
an dfflc€fr arrived from ti»e fleet, to 
vfhdrh Genehii Whitdodte gave some 
(iirectlons about landing some bread and 
sfliftts for the army the next day. He 
sKid it was his intention to halt the next 
day, for the purpose of allowing 'Co- 
Ibiiel Mahon and t^e ai'tillery to joift 
biin, and that the whole of the ariny 
might be supplied with bread and spirits. 
It was alio settled, that General White- 
Ibdke wks io prodeed in the momihg to 
the adrahcfeeorjps, from whence he was 
t6 go'^lth an escort from General Crau- 
fura's brigade to reconnoitre the posi- 
tidn, whlfch we understood the enemy 
occupied on the Chueb. It Was also 
settled, that the fords over the river 
should be exaihihed ; and it was ima- 
^tt^d, that'frohi this reconnoHring party 
some droject for an attack should be 
ibrmea on a sure basis. An order was 
ti^nt in the evening to hasten Colonel 
Mahon forWard on the next day. Oa 
thfe ^d of July, about two o'clock in <he 
itiohim^, the General called hfe secre- 
tiiry ana myself, ahdsaid, he had changed 
bis mind, and would Order G<^neral 
Grower to move forward, as he was 
simcious the troops should get ihto can* 
tonmeiits, wMch he understood could be 
l)ad in iht suburbs of Buenos Ayres. 
He directed ii letter to General Gower, 
the contents of vdiich I cannot positively 
speak to, but to the best of my belief, 
Generrf GowiSr was ordered to proceed 
with the corps under his command, and 
pass the Chueb at the first ford above 
the bridge he could fihd ^Practicable. 
fie was to take up a position on tile 
heights westward of the town, and to 
enter into a commumcatij^n witli the 
Spanish Commander, on the subject ef 
surrendering the town, and I think h^ 
stated on the terms on which they had 
already discussed. After some further 
conversation with the General, in which 
he stated to me our extreme ignorance 
•f thfe country, I pressed ^m*him the ne- 



6es^ of recdniKnttinff ihk i^'cf, and f 
was then 'ortSered to take the letter td 
General GoWer at day-break the nes^ 
morhmff : I did so aecor<!ingly ; when 
GeiferjM Gower complaineid to me, that 
the 8Bth regintentyth^n tinder his com- 
inand, wras extrefmiely unsteady and very 
much fatigued, and seemed aUogetiieir 
dis9<rt:isfied With the order he had I'ecely- 
ed: I statted to him that the distance 
bd;%veen the two ^orps was but shoit, 
and it nnght be extremely aidvantageous 
to communicate ^ith the General on the 
subject. He tokl me, he had received 
a peremptory order to march, and should 
obey it. He then sent for Brigade- 
general Craufurd, and an Am^caii 
who knew the country, and consulted 
with them on the proposed march. H* 
particularly ^estioned the guide ^ ib 
the Passo-Chico, which was stated to be 
the. fu'st pass above the bridge. It ^iras 
dfescribea as a v€ty bad paess, and about 
^ve or sfac miles trom the Major-^g^ue- 
ral's division. As fkr as I can temei^ 
ber, the result 6f thih fcdnfer^Miee %jfe, 
th^ the €r^^ral VvdtAd 4iet cross the 
ChicQHpass, biit>0Uld riidve along tht 
heights, and endeaVout to ^d a niore 
jiracticablt ford. I c^ftdt say, but ti> 
the best of my belief. General G<^er 
jigain expre^ed a*gOod deal of tineasi- 
nfess at the march hfe ^as ordered to 
take ; I accordingly told him I should 
represeht the matter to the (Jen^ral^ 
atid I thought it likely hfe would have 
the Wholfe army to siippdrt him. On 
this subject I cannot speak with any cer- 
tainty, as the General had not communi- 
cated to mfe whether hfe intended lo 
march that day or not. (Greneral Gower 
was about to answer General White 
locke*8 order, and gave tofe some ]>afper 
tb write down the terms he was -to oflftir 
to the Spanish Commander. Prfevioiis 
to my leaving the Genferal that mortiing, 
the Creneral had communicated to tne 
^hat those terms were, &id I accordtB^y 
wrote them down. I cannot eiuu^tly 
state them, except Ihat particular dne 
for the immfediate restoration-of the 7*1 at 
regiment, and the prisoners takfen unifor 
General Beresford. I relumed to ■©«- 
neral Whitek)cke, and met him half v^ 
between the two diviskHis : he asked m 
General Gower seemed phrased with t£te 
order he received. I stated the xcte/^ 
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fi^int respecting the state of the forces, 
^d submitted to the General the pro* 
priety of supDortiog the advanced ori- 
^4de. The General first proposed send- 
ing a single regiment, but in a short 
time afterwards he ordered the whole of 
the army to march ;, he then desired me 
to write a letter to the Admiral, stating, 
that the whole army was in motion, and 
proceeded westvyard of the town, desiring 
that means might be taken for landing 
provisiQn3 there, and that the ships which 
conveyed the heavy artillery slioul^ be 
sent up IJIieNyise. tie then desired me 
to copdu^t one of the guides (the same 
man who had written the memoir on the 
roads, and who appeared to be the most 
intelligible) to the head of the column, 
to direct us by the shortest rout to a 
practicable pass over the Chuelo. He 
stated^ that about two miles distant, in 
a south-west direction, we should arrive 
s^t a place where the Chuelo was quite 
passable : he assured us he was perfectly 
well acqujunted with the country, and 
would conduct us. General Whitelocke, 
after some conversation with this man« 
desired me to conduct the column under 
his direction. We marched about half 
past ten o'clcA:k, and proceeded about 
three miles in a south-western direction. 
4 Httle before twelve o'clock, I saw the 
cqlump un^er Geperal Gower at about 
three miles distance, proceeding nearly 
^ riffbt angles to our line of march. I 
stated this to the guid^ ^ho told me, 
thata$ &3on as we had crossed a stream 
called Bio de ll^acial, we should move 
in the same direction: we accprdingly 
cross^ this stream, and proceeded pretty 
heafly m the direction the guide haq 
stated. He tben shewed mp a high 
tree oil a hill, from which he said we 
should^ at a i^ort distance, £n4 the road. 
About bialipast two o'ciodf.^ as wewerf 
passing by the %m-houses, the Genend 
>roDi}sed to nidt for the day. I stated 
Q niiji th^ inlorn^ation theguitje had 
giveii me as to the distance otthe pass ; 
and I also stated to bimi that from the 
coromtmication t had that morning with 
Gejieiral Qower, I was convmced, that 
imle^ he wslS( ordered to halt, he would 
cro^ the river, and proceed to the 
heights westward of the town. The 
p^^fial ^ not thjeii 4^4f^ whether 
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he would halt or not, wheo Sic Samue^ 
Auchmuty canie up, and to him he re- 
ferred the ()uestion : Sir Samuel invne- 
diately decided for halting;, stating, that 
there wece large quantiftes of sheep 
dose to these houses, and that t^ere w^s 
firewood in plenty to dress meat The 
army was accorduigly halted, and formed 
into two hues, with Sir Samuel Auch- 
muty's brigade in fronts and Colonel 
Mahon's in the rear : an officer, with 
some dragoons, wa,s sent back to Be- 
ductioU;, to order Colbuel Mahon to 
halt there until further orders. A little 
before sun-set this evening, we heard 9^ 
cannonade apparently near Buenos 
Ay res, the steeples of which had been ij^ 
sight since we reft Reduction. On the 
3a of July the army marched a little 
before day-break, and crossed the ford 
the guide had pointed out. We pro- 
cewled towards another ford, vrbicn he 
told us" was the Pa^o de iwimoia: he 
went on a mile and a half in fronf of the 
line, in order to seek a pa^s. The watec 
was so qeep^ l^e was obliged to swin^ 
his horse over. We proceeded about a 
ipile further down the stream, an^ found 
Si^ safe pass, wKich the amsiy crossed be- 
tween ni^ie and ten o'cloc^. This past 
was extremely n^rifow. aiid the wa|er 
nearly under the meu^s arm-pits ; nor 
was the whole of the army over till n©ar 
one o'clock. Aboiit a mile and a half 
from the pass, we piet ah officer sent b^ 
General Gower, who stated to us, hif 
having been engaged the evening before, 
and copclucted us to General Gower*! 
division, which was about a mile and a 
half in jhont: we found, that the ad- 
vance posts had been engaged* all the 
morning, and I understood that he had 
just before ordered them to withdraw, 'm 
order to induce the enemy to attempt 
an attack on the line. I conducted Ge- 
neral Whitelocke to General Gower'^ 
quarters, who had a map of Buenos 
^A res on his table ; and we we^re desir- 
ed by General Whitelocke to point out 
the best position for the troops then 
come up, observing, that General Gowet 
having been longer on the ground, wa« 
better acquainted with the situation* 
General Gower proposed that Briga* 
dier-general Aiichmuty's briaade should 
be statjpjied op the left, and extend it* 
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«clf as far as the covert of the RecoFita, 
on the banks of the river Plate : but as 
the distance was so extensive, he was 
only directed to place his brieade in that 
direction. Colonel Mahon's brigade was 
ordered to the right. As the enemy did 
not advance in tne way General Grower 
seemed to expect, the advance posts of 
the army were ordered to be resumed ; 
I went to the right of Colonel Mahon*s 
bri^de, in order to see how the men 
were placed ; and retiring from thenge 
about five o'clock, I call<Bd at General 
Gower's quarters, and he shewed me a 
plan of an attack on the town, which he 
appeared to have just finished, an^ which 
was completely detailed in all its parts : 
it was the same which was given out the 
Bext day in orders, with some very tri- 
fling alterations. I proceeded to inspect 
the advance posts at the centre, and left 
General Gower going, as I understood, 
to head-quarters with the plan. I' 
reached nead-quart6rs after dusk, and 
in the course of the evening General 
Whitelocke asked my opinion of the 
plan of attack, which was to take place 
on the next day at twelve o'clock : I 
stated my objections to one clause, which 
directed, that no prisoners should be made, 
as I conceived in an action of that sort, in 
an open town, it would be impossible to 

frevent a great deal of butcheiy . I said 
thought the plan would succeed, but 
it appeared to me to be completely a 
liew case, as I did not remember to have 
heard before of a similar order of attack ; 
the General said, he would leave out the 
order for makjng no prisoners, and would 
summon the town the next morning 
before he attacked U. He admitted, 
that the plan was novel, but said he way 
compelled by circumstances to adopt 
it. 1 understood that Unorder was sent 
to Reduction, ordering Colonel Mahon 
to march on the next morning towards 
the bridge over the Chuelo, and there 
to wait for orders. On the morning of 
the 4th,' the Brigadier-generals and sbniie 
commanding officers of regiments at- 
tended at head -quarters, v^hen Gefieral 
Gower explained to them the order of 
s attack, and shewed them the plan bf the 
town : shortly after that, the Adjutant- 
general and myself were sent out of the 
soom, and I supposed the opinions of 



the Brigadiers were 501 ng to be taken on 
the plan of attack. 1 his conference soon 
broke- up, and the attack was ordered to 
^ke place at half past six o'clock the 
next morning. I received no orders 
from Lieutenant-general Whitelocke or 
Major-general Gower, on the subject of 
the attack, but 1 went on horseback for 
the purpose of endeavouring "to recon- 
noitre the posts through which the ca^ 
lunftis were to move forward. I then 
found the advance posts were engaged, 
and that the same plan was adopted for 
drawing the enemy out of the town that 
had been practised without success the 
day before. It was not till three o'clock 
in the afternoon that the advance posts 
were resumed, and I had just time be- 
fore dark to shew the Brigadier-generals 
the road through which the wings of the 
brigade were to march into the town : 
in tliis 1 was assisted by one of the guides, 
who shewed me the street which led to 
the north-east passage, on the point of 
Departure, and I found a considerable 
variance between the plan and the 
ground: aiid I reported to General 
Gower, that I believed the columns could 
not be placed in the way he seemed to 
wish ; 1 thought it also my duty to state 
to him, that if the column proceeded in 
the way he had ordered, many would 
probably retire into the streets that ran 
at right angles, and aften^ards closing on 
their columns, would possibly cut off 
all communication between those wMthin 
the town and those without. General 
Gower made light of this objection. In 
the course of the day the commander 
of engineers brought me a return of all 
the tools and instruments he had col- 
lected for breaking open doors and 
windows, and I desired him to give those 
that appeared most effective to the light 
battalion and artillery corps, which I 
understood were to enter tne two prin- 
cipal churches of the town. Late in 
the evening I met General Grower re- 
turning from head-quarters : he asked me, 
where [thought the Lieutenant-general 
should place himself in the morning? 
I Stated; (hat I thought he had better 
proceed to the left with the 38th regi- 
ment, as there were two brigades to 
attack the town on that side : and that 
he (General Gower) might perhaps be 
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stationed on the right, as the centre ^vas 
intendetl fol: the point of fafee attack. He 
mtormed me that Geiwfral Whiteloc^e 
had ordered him to remain with himj 
and that he had named the centre as the 
proper station. I do not remember an^ 
thing further of consequence that oc- 
curred this day : I beHeve there were 
one or two orders sent to Colonfel lila- 
hon, but cannot say to what effect. 

Q, When you went to Colonia, were 
you directed to enquire what measures 
]fiad been taken to provide horses ? 

A. I do not think I was. 1 believe 
at that time tlie horses at Colonia were 
in very bad condition. 

Q. \that number of horsps did you 
find there provided for the use of the 
expedition ? 

A. I do not believe any horses were 
ever provided there for the use of the 
expedition ; there had been a squadron 
of dragoons' stationed there for some 
time before. 

Q. Do you know what i}umber of 
horses were there 4t that time ?, 

A. 1 cannot exactly state. I had no 
jretums; but 1 believe there were about 
150. 

Q. Do you know whether any horses 
had been properly trained for tlie army ? 
A. T cannot say. 

Q. How many transports were pro- 
vided for the conveyance of the horses ? 
A. I think there were four for artil- 
lery, horses, and mules ; three for ca- 
valry ; and iwo for the staif, allotted for 
the Commissary-general. 

Q. Previous to leaving Monte Video, 
were any, and, what measures taken for 
collecting small ctaft in the Plate ? 

A. I believe there was no small craft 
ill t|ie river, except in the harbour of 
Monte Video, and at Buenos Ayres. 

Q. In the survey which you have de- 
•cribed to have been made of the banks 
of the river, with a view to ascertain the 
most proper place for landing, did there 
appear to be any other objection to point 
Quihnes, than that you have stated? 
namely, that the troo'ps could not land 
there, under cov!er of the ships of war. ' 
A. I went as close to the point in tl>e 
Encounter gun-brjg, as the water would 
permit. I believe I was then about a 
^iie and ahaUfronishore^tindwas told,' 



that a battery had been erected at the 
village of Reduction, to oppose the pasr 
sage through the marsh, in which marsh 
General iferesford , had before nearly 
lost all his artillery. 

Q. Were tliefe any^ an4 what other 
objection to landing higher up the river, 
than those difficulties which the n^ivat 
Captain stated * 

A. 1 supposed the objectioi^ to be 
fconclusive. 

Q. Were there any, and what number 
of flat-bottomed boats accompanying the 
army, to land it in places where the shal- 
lowness of the water would not admit 
the transports, if the commander of the 
forces had adopted such a proceeding ? 

A. Previous to leaving Monte Vi- 
deo, I had received a return from the 
transport agent of the flat-bottomed 
boats ; and as well as I can remember, 
there were but stven or eight in the 
river, wliich w^rp allotted tq the com- 
manding officers of artillery. 

Q. It there had been a sufficient num- 
ber of llat-botlomed boats, would the 
landing above the town have been a pro- 
per place in your opinion? . 

A. As far as I understand the use of 
flat-bottomed boats, they are used for 
the purpose of conveying troops from 
the transports to the shore, the difficulty 
being to get up the transports. 

Q. How high up the river did it ap* 
pear the transports could proceed? 

A. 1 cannot exactly say, but I believe 
they couid not proceed with safety, even 
as high as the town, unless I was ac* 
quainted with the anchorage of the ships, 
at the places they were to land. 

Q. What is the distance of Colonia 
from the opposite side of the river? 

A. I believe between seven and eight 
leagues. 

Q. You stated, that there were orders 
to spike the Spanish guns. What num- 
ber of Spanish gims liad you? 

A. Five or six four-pounders : I can- 
not say w lifch. 

Q. Were they spiked? 
• A. They were. 

Q. What was the loss of provisions 
pas^sing (ln*ough the morass ? 

A. I cannot state for a cprtainty ; but 
I belie>fe only a few ba^s of biscuits 
which the horses threw oH. 
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. Q^ Do yioai know whether all 41^ btot 
visions th^t were landed, ^ere taken 
jfroni the banks of the river to the po4 
oa the heights ? 

A. I cannot exactly tell. 

Q. Wh^t number of guides wpre 
taken with the army from Monte Vido) ; 
sind how distributed ? ' 

A. There were two, particularly s^p- 
pointed for the pqrpose of serving as 
guides, and thev were of great service on 
Vit march. One was attached to e^ch 
division. 

Q. Were there any people of the 
country wjio acted as guides, from the 
^nsinaaa to Reduction ? 

A. I Jjelieve th^ae were the only per- 
sons. 



SIXTH DAY. 



THVItSD^Y, FEBRUARY 4, 

Th^ Court having met, pursuant to ad- 
< joqmment, Lieutenant-cpjonel Bpur|^e 

V^s again calledj, and further ex? 

asnmed. 

Q. Were all the horses embarked s^t 
Monte Video landed at the Ensinada? 

A. I believe they were. 

Q. What proportion of light (Jragoons 
were attached to the main body of the 
aymy ? 

^. I believe about forty. 

Q. How were the forty horses, whic)^ 
yoi| haye mentioned, disposed of diifing 
the subseouent movements of the ^rmy ? 

A. I believe the greater part marched 
with the main body. 

Q. In wh^t service were tl^ey em- 
ployed } 

A. I believe when the proyisipijp 
which they Cfirried were consumed, ^ey 
were chiefly employed to carry tlie sipfe 
who were unable to walk- 

Q. During the march from the Ensi- 
pada tq Reduction, werp ^ny provisbns 
delivered to the men, and ^t what pe- 
riod? 

A. Provisions werp delivered pp thp 
30th of June. ■ 



Q. Wh^ provialoDft i^ere t^y/a^ 
of what descnptiob I 

A.' Bread and fresh meat. I caqpot 
say to what amount. ' 

Q. By fresh meat, dp you mean that 
provided in the country, or th^ landed 
^ at the Ensinada? 

4- X mean that provided in the coun* 
try ; but to what ^a>(>unt I cannp^ tell. 

Q. Did the advance corps receive the 
same provisions with the rest of the 
army > 

A. I cannot say. 

Q; As Quarter-master-general, was 
any previous calculation made to supply 
the troops on the movement of the ar- 
tillery, or any mode adopted as to 
the speediest way of making ti^ supr 
ply? 

A. I never l^^rd of any calculation 
or arrangement on this subject. I wa8> 
totally ignorant of the plan of opera- 
tions which iJ^e General i|ite|ide(( t^ 
pursue. 

Q. Were there any loo^ impe^mepts 
to the army during their march from the 
heights above the flnsinada to &e4uc- 
tion? 

A. I can only speak with cert^nty of 
tile ground I wept over myself. I be- 
lieve there were 119 local i^edimepts a§ 
far as Reduction. 

Q. Were there any inhabits^i^ts in ^e 
houses which the army passed pn th« 
30th ^ 

A. I believe not one. 

Q. Was there any intelligence receiY-r 
ed on the 30th ; and if any, what, a% 
to tl^e state of the bridge over t^ie Chue* 
lo, <^i|d thai preparations made by the 
enemy for defending the pass over that 
river? 

4* I believe there w^ no iu^elligjBnci9 
received on that day. 

Q. Did you find 01% your arrival at 
Re4uct|on any number of men pf this 
advance corps who ha4 fallen back, un* 
able te proceed through fatigue ? 

A,. I believe about 150 were i?i tlie 
yjliage ; but thp whole of these were mi 
fatigued men. Some were left by Ge- 
neral Gower to keep possession of thiQ 
village. 

Q. Had any, ^nd what nuipt>er, <^ 
the advanced corps &llen back on th^ 
mai^ j^ody through £uig^e/4^FlP^ tb^ 
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fiitrdi on the 2^ and 30t!i of lirae, and 
the 1st of July? 

A. I canftot *ay. If any, tbey mast 
havfe be^n very few ; the Aiarch was so 
sSiort. 

, Q. Were tlie terms which Gierneta! 
Gower tdiA hrto the towii of Bueiios 
Ayres, specified to you t>y Oenerat 
Whitelocke, in writing or in conversa- 
tion? 

A. They were communicated to ttte 
▼feAally by OeiM*al Whitddcke, a little 
before 1 set but ^ith a letter to Oenera! 
CrqwcT. 

Q. Having stated thaft you Were de- 
SH«d by General Gower to write do<^ 
&t terms, and that you dW write them 
dot<^n, aire yoii certahi that these were 
the same dictated to you by Geneitd 
Whitelocke? 

A. As «o short a time had elapsed be- 
tween rtiy receiving them from Geftera! 
WMtelocke and transcribihg thetn for 
General Gower, I sfhould stippose they 
were, to the best of my recofiection and 
blKef. 

Q. Havitig stated, that in a cdftX^ersa- 
tion v/kh General Whitelocke you had 
objeclied tb the plan proposed, and ex- 
pressed your extreme i^orance of the 
countrj', and the necessity of reconnoi- 
to*B J tfe river, what answer did General 
Whitelocke make to this observation? 

A. As far as I can recollect, he ex- 
pressed great anxiety to get the men 
into cantonments, as he Was apprehen- 
sive their health would suffer "by bemg 
^feposed to the weather for any greater 
teBjrth of time. 

Q. You have stated, tbat on the 1st 
of July General Whitelocke was to have 
proceeded with an escort from General 
Craufurd's brigade, and that on the 2d 
he cafled his secretary and your^f, and 
smd he had changed his mind^ and dic- 
tated a letter to General Govvcr. In 
^iS conversation did General Whitelocke 
^ve any reason for altering his hiten*' 
tions? 

A. I d6 not recollect f hat he assigned 
Jftiy reason f6r departing from one inode 
of operation and adopting another! 

Q. ETad you then, or at any other 
time, tiny, and what, reason to think 
General Whitelocke had altered his plan 
of ^recdfinoilring llie Chdelo, from any 



hrfbrmation he had received, 6r was it 
merely his anxiety to get the troops un- 
der corer? 

A. I can only speak from the reason^ 
tfcfe General gave me. 

Q. In the letter befdre alhidcd to, was 
nothing said about the 87th regiment be- 
ing sent to the as^tance <3 General 
Gower? 

A. I do not remember any thing on 
the subject at that time. When I came 
back from General Gower, I think Ge- 
nerati Whitelocke spoke of sending him 
the. 87th regiment 

Q. In your interview with General 
Gower, did yon give hnn any reason to 
expect that any particular regiment 
should be sent to him ? 
A. I do not remember that I did. 
Q. You stated that you were drdered 
to go at day-break to 'General Gower.* 
At what hour does the day break at thaft 
season of the year in that country ? 
A. I believe about six o'clock. 
Q. What was tlie state of the weather 
at that time? 

A. The 2d of July was an exceeding 
fine day. The night of the 3d we had 
a good deal of rain. 

Q. You havcjBtated that you met Ce- 
neral Whitelocke between the tu-o corp* 
on your return from General Gower. 
Do you know for what purpose the Ge- 
neral advanced ? 
A. I do not. 

Q. Did he proceed sifter you met 
him, or did he return ? 
A. He returned to Reduction. 
Q. Do you know whether he retm-ned 
in consequence 6f any communicatioti he 
had received from you, or for what other 
reason ? 
A. 1 cannot say. 

Q. When you met General White- 
locke, did you inform him that General 
Gower had complained to you of the 
8Sth regiment ? 
A. lliave already said I did. 
Q. What statement did you make to 
General Whitelocke, when you metWm 
between General Gower*s head-quarters 
and his own^-what convei-sation passed 
between him and you ? 

A. I cannot recollect tlie whole of the 
conversation. I stated that General 
Gower seemed <^^issa(tisfied at the order. 
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GeneraltVhitelocke seemed to say some- 
thing of supporting him, but 1 cannot 
attempt to give the whole of the conv€r- 
> tatiou in detaiL 

Q. Did you state to General White- 
locke, that Geiieral Gower had told you 
he considered the order he had received 
peremptory, and that he should lose no 
time in obeying it > 

A. i do not remember that I did at 
that time. 

Q. Did you apprise General White- 
locke that you had given General Gower 
reason to believe that he would be sup* 
. ported by the main body of the army ? 

A. I do not remember to have given 
General Gower any reason to believe 
so, strictly speaking. 

Q. Did you apprise General White- 
focke of the conversation you had with 
General Gower on the subject of the 
commander of the forces marching the 
whole of the anny to his support ? 

A. I believe I did. 

Q. Did General Whitelocke make 
any, and what, reply to that conmiuui- 
cation? 
i A. I do not remember. 

*Q. Did your observation of the face 
-of the country, in the direction in which 
the advanced corps were marching when 
you saw them, lead you to conclude, 
that they must have passed the Chuelo^ 
and consequently hati found a pass } 

A. I have no means of forming any 
eoDclusioii on that subject. 

Q. Did there appear any difficulty on 
.the face of the country, on the march of 
the main body, being pointed towards 
the direcfion wJxere you perceived the 
advanced corps, so as to have prevented 
a junction with that corps ? 

A. I have before stated thiit the guide 
infoimed me, that when wc had crossed 
the ford, which was then before us, we 
j>hould move in the- same direction with 
the advanced guard. After we had pass- 
ed that stream I did not see any local 
impediment. . . 

Q. Were any attempts made by Ge-. 
neral W'hitelocke to communicate with 
General Gower by patroles, or m any 
otlit'-r manner? ' , 

A. I believe not. I never heard of 
aii^'. 

Q. W>re tliere any res4on§ why. g.a- ' 
trolcs of cavalry mignt not have been 



sent out at the time mhen yoa stateft tbtf 
advance corp^ to he in sigiit r 

A. Ther6 was no reason why a patrole 
^ might not Ijave been sent ; but I cannot 
take upon me to say they would have 
arrived at Gcnj?ral Gower^s .post.- 

,Q. State what difficuUit?s- presented 
themseNes to your observation on the 
way, to prevent a body of cavalry com- 
municating with the advanced corps at 
that time? 

A. I understood from the guide that 
we were then at different sides of tlie 
river ; and I saw myself a coiKiderable 
swamp intervening. 

Q. Were there any persons belong 
ing to the country, whom, you met on 
tiie march} wIm> could pomt out, the 
way) - 

A. I don't beh'eve there was a single 
inhabitant in the village of Heduclion 
when we reached that place ; the ma» 
who conducted us had come over with 
the Cominissary from Colonia. 

Q. Was there any intelligence or in- 
formation received by General White* 
locke on that day, as to the state of die 
bridge over the Chwelo, or of the pre^ 
parations made by the enemy for de- 
tending the passov^r that river, down to 
the period of the 2d of July? 

A. I w-as not informed that General 
Whitelocke had received any iutelli- 
.gence whatsoever, but what Jiad been 
communicated to him by Gen. Gower^ 
respecting the bridge. - ^ 

Q. When General W'hitelocke or- 
dered the army to .halt about half, past 
three o'clock, about how far had you 
marched that day ?. 

A. I believe about seven miles? ; , 

Q. Was the condition of the army 
such as to render the halt unavoidable? • 

A. I. cannot speak with any^ certainty 
as to that point, i was at the head of the 
column. "^ • 

Q. What was the length of the nxtrch 
onthcSpth? 

A. About five miles, and on the 29th 
about fqur miles. 

Q. What answer did you receive- 
from General \N hitelocke to the rep^e-. 
seiitation of what the guide had said was 
the distance at , which General Gower. 
would cross .the r4ver? r 

A. 1 think be saicl the troops were .fe- 
tigued, and the plain we were then on 
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3^idded a quastitj fif fire wood, and that 
there were a great aumber of sheep iclote 
to us. 

Q. How mzny iioun i>f iia]4ight re- 
mained when tlie army halted ? 

4.. Thene ivmaio^a about 4wo ^ours 
and a half. 

Q. Jiid the canDonadiog you heaod on 
the ndeof Buenos Ayres give occasioa 
to any movement, or order for move* 
•meotf for giving prompt support to the 
advanced corps? 

A. I do Bot remember any proposal 
made for marching that afternoon. 

a. Did General Whitelocke make 
U9y observations to you on the subject 
af th9t cannonaded 

A. It is very probable he did, but I 
Ahi*^ recolliect wbat I don't think t 
ms with GeB€3al WhiteWxrke at the 
time I heard the catmonadiog. 

Q. At what time in the evening wai 
Ihe cannonading heard? 

A. A litUe b^ore sun*set. 

Qj, Were there any measures token 
in consequence ? 

A. I believe there were «o meaaures. 
taken -m consequence. 

Q. Atwiiathourwasit? 

A. I believe about dve o'clock, but I 
cwMiot exactly say. 

Q. At what hour was the msun body 
•f tbe army ocdered to march on the 
otoraiog of the id ? 

A. About six o'clock ; just at day- 

a. Did General Whitdocke propose 
to you any other plan of attack uian that 
already spoken of, on which he mtended 
to act m the attack on the town of Bue- 
mx Ayres> 

A. lie never stated to me any precise 
plan oa which he intended to a^ ; but I 
coMccteik from various conversations 
tint he intended to place bis main body 
at the Becolita, and extend from thence 
to 4fae shipping, and take such measures 
a^pinst the town as circumstances might 
reifuke: others heard him further sav^ 
%hac he would be very cautious how lie 
mf^Stritd the troops to enter the town, as 
we understood (rom lum that he intciKl« 
ed to empfoy heavy artillery against it« 
I ^erer saw any precise plaii» nor any 
tj^gxletatled 

4i^ You stated that you reported your 
\q^ observations on the probatile 



sequences of the plan of |t(adt ta. Ge- 
neral Gower. Was it understood on 
the 4th that the immediate detail of the 
Attack was left to General Gower ) 

A. General Gower gave out all the 
orders on the si^jcct that I hei»d o^ 

Q. Do you know whether General 
Gower received from General Whit«- 
locke the orders that he oave ost oa ti^ 
subsequent plan of attack ? 

A. The orders I bave before idkid^ 
to were given out at hcad-^artew in 
General Whttek>cke's private room, and 
in his presence: they appeared to me to 
be the same that G^eiil Gower ikewei 
^ne the preceding evening. 

Q. Had you any knowledge of mxf 
confidential communication between Q^ 
neral Whitelodee and General Gower > 

A. I had not. 

4. Havkig stated yesterday that G^ 
neral Whitelocke tiM you that he had 
adopted a plan which was novel, bot4iie 
was compelled from circumstances ^ 
adopt it, did he state to yoit what tbetjr 
circumstances were ? 

A. I believe he stated that he was ap* 
prehensive that the armywonld btifl 
want of provisions; asMl flil80tbathe)iai 
not found General Gower in the situf* 
tioQ which he expected; but the reaioai 
which he gave made very little impret* 
sion upon my mind at the time* 

Q. X)id General Whitelocke say whit 
that situation was in which he esqiected 
to have found General ^pwers co* 
lu^m'^ 

A. i do not know that he ever «i||i 
what thet situation was* 

Q. Having yesterday stated that an 
order was written to Coloael Malipn, 
and sent on the night of the 3d, can yoa 
tell by what means, or by what rou^ 
that order was transm^ed ? 

A. The ojder.was- sent by a c e i i utjy* * 
man^ one of the natives. 

Q. Was the coontiysMntttenMbJ^ 
any, and what, escort? 

A. He was not atteniicd hiy any 
escort, as I belies. 

Q^ Where was CokMwl Mahoa ivbet) 
that order was sent? 

A. At the vdlaffe of Reductien. 

Q. What was the purport of that or^ 
der? 

A. I ha¥e stated what I believed ta 
be the purport of it« He was to navt 
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the next day towards the bridge, over 
theChuelo. : 

Q. Do you ko«w what rout the nies- 
senger was desired to take ? 

A. Ldo not. 

Q. Do you know whether this man 
came with the army from Monte Video, 
or whether he joined the army subse- 
quent to ks landing? 

,A. I believe he came with the army 
from Monte Video. 

Q. State the substance of the infor- 
mation received respecting the enemy's 
force ; his means, and liis position to re- 
• sist, between the time of the junction of 
the main body of the army with the ad- 
vanced-corps on tlieSd, and to the morn- 
ing of the 4th. 

A. r believe there were some prison- 
ers examined. I was not present, cor 
do 1 know what intelligence they gave. 

Q. Was any, and what, atternpt made 
during the period last referred to, on the 
<part of General Whitelocke, to recon- 
noitre 'the state of the bridge over the 
-Chuelo, and the position oi the enemy 
without the town ? 

A. I never heard that he gave any or- 
ders iipon that subject. 

* Q.. Did General Whitelocke person- 
iklly reconnoitre the approaches to the 
town on the 3d or 4th of July, after his 
arrival at the Miserare ? 

^ At I did not see him jeconnoitre at 
any time. 

. ti. Had you ^ny, and what, means of 
knowing whether he did or did not ? 

* A. i have stated that. I had not seen 
him, nor have I ever heard that he did. 

Q. Have you such a recollection as 
to state any further information on these 
charges within the; period ending the 4th 
•f .^uly ? 

A. I think I have stated every thing 
Doaterial within my knovyledge. 

Crosf^xamined by General IFhitelocke; 

' Q. Was not every effort made to ob- 
tain intelligence in the country, and was. 
■ it po68il>le to obtain any other infornm- 
- tlon than we had ? 

A. 1 believe every effort was made. 
. Q. Were all the transports which 
•ould be procured employed ? and were 
npt every means u^d to collect iiors«8 
loriheanny? 



A. All the transports at Monte Video 
were prepared tor the service of the ar- 
hiy. After General Craufurd's arrival 
there were scMine that were not em- 
ployed. 

Q. How soon after Greneral Crau- 
furd's arrival did the expedition sail ? 

A. I think Geiieral Craufurd arrived 
'.about the l4th of Juw. The gfeator 
part of the forces were ordered up to 
Colon ia on the !6tli, and on the 21st the 
General himself embarked, the whole 
.being ready some days before, but the 
wind was nbtfair. 

Q. Are not mules more used than 
horses in drawing carriages in that 
country ; and were we able to procure 
any quantity of them? 

A. They are more frequently used; 
We procured some, and I cannot say wc 
could have procured more ; but should 
suppose we could. 

Q. Do you recollect my ordering the 
purchase of a ship load of mules that was 
destined for the Cape of Good Hope ? 
*•' A. I do. 

, Q. Did iK^ the horses we procured, 
soon become incapable of work ; and 
did not some of them become useless . 
even the-lirst day ? 

A. 1 believe they were totally inca- 
pable of enduring much fatigue. . I can- 
not speak with certainty of the state in 
which they were after we reached the 
heights. 

Q. Wa^ it practicable to convey ou« 
camp equipage and stores, without much 
difficulty, through the marsh ? 

A. I believe it was not possible. 

Q. Did we not look to the navy for 
procuring them, partictilarly when w«l 
reached tne suburbs of the town ? 

A. I always understood that the ob* 
ject of marching westward of |tie town 
was to open a communication with th« 
navy. 

Q. What additional supply of provi* 
sions were tooked to on the march, and 
of what description, and how procured ? 

A. We procured some sheep and bul* 
locks on the march, but I cannot say 
what supply the General may. have ex- 
pected. 

Q. Was it not known that bullocks 
and sheep were to be found in crossinflr^ 
the country, and did we i?ot fziKl a sul- 
fici«Jit supply of both ^ 
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A. It was expected we should, and 
we did accordingly. ^ 
. Q. Was it understood that when Ge- 
neral Beresfbrd landed at Point Quilmas 
there was a continuance of' dry weather, 
and even then he lost his guns; and 
therefore was it not to be supposed that 
from the season when we landed the dif- 
ficulty would be increased ? 

A; I had heard that Gelieral Beres- 
ford lost some of his artillery, but never 
heard what the state of the weather was 
at that time. 

Q. Did not your observation of Point 
Quilmas incline you to think it advisable 
jM)t to make a laivliug there ? 

A. That and other reasons induced 
me to prefer the Ensinada. 

Q. Were we not in the march conti- 
nually crossing marshes and rivulets; 
and was it not attended with great fa- 
tigue and much delay ? 

A. We were. 

Q. Were we able to procure informa- 
tion, or any such correct intelligence, at 
Monte Video, so as to enable us to form 
any detailed regular plan, or any other 
than that of establishing ourselves on the 
heiffhts, to communicate witli the fleet, 
and act in any manner we could, ac- 
cording to circumstances ? 

A. 1 have stated all the information I 
^received as far as I know. With regard 
io the supplies in the march, it might 
have been possible to have made some 
arrangements with the natives. 

Q. Could a detailed plan have been 
made for the attack of Buenos Ayres^ 
from any information or intelligence re- 
ceived at Monte Video, on which reli- 
ance could be placed ? 

A. Certainly riot. The measures 
which were intended to be pursued ap- 
peared to me to be the only ones that 
could have been adopted. 

Q. Could jrou at Monte Video, or 
after you left it, on the march, procure 
such corjcect intelligence of the country 
as to enMe you, as Quarter-master^ge- 
neral, to have arra&ged any plan of pro- 
Vidmg supplies, of halting^ or any other 
necessary operation ? 

A. Nothing more could have been 
done than in making Reduction the se- 
cond point of departure, from whence 
measures might have, been arranged lor 
crossing the Chica-pass, and marching to 



the suburbs of Buenos Ay^es, an^ ef re- 
connoitring the river, but not from any 
intelligence we could have procured from 
the people of the comitry. 

Q. How many people of the country 
did we take in the whole of the iparch, 
till we joined General Gower? What 
means did we take to make them guides, 
or what other use did we make of Ihem ? 

A. I believe, during the whole of the 
march, we did not receive any intelli- 
gence of the least importance. We took 
two prisoners at the Ensjnada, who 
marched with tlie army as far as Reduc- 
tion, and from thence to Buenos Ayr«s. 

Q. Could the army have found places 
of halting to procure fuel, and for other 
purposes, any where but at the farmr 
houses ? and was not the halting regu- 
lated by « the situation of these farm- 
houses ? 

A. I believe that fuel could only have 
been found at the farm-houses ; and that 
on their situation particularly dep^ended 
the movements of the army. 
, Q. Did not General Whitelocke, at 
the time he altered his determination ta 
march on, express his apprehensions of 
the rain coming on, and his anxiety lest 
the weather should break up before he 
should get the men under cover in the 
vicinity of the suburbs of the town, and 
open a communication with the fleet ? 

A^ He said so tlien^ and frequently 
before. 

Q. Had it not rained hard, and was 
it not raining, when General White- 
locke sent for you on the night of the 2d 
of July? 

A. It rained very hard at the time. 

Q. Had not the oldest of the inha- 
bitants at the Ensinada informed me tliat 
rain would set in in 24 hours, and ren- 
der the river ini passable ? 

A. I remember to have heard-bim say 
so. 

Q. Did not General Whitelocke, on 
your return on the 2d, order the army 
immediately to march ? and did not he 
shew anxiety to march, and stop the 
cutting up of some cattle tlien preparing 
for Sir Samuel Achmuty*s brigade } 

A. He did. 

Q. Was there not a sheet of water, a9 
well as marshy groimd, between the two 
divisions of the anny, ob the morning ef 
tlicSd? 
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A. 1 ftenft i rttJjttnber f 6 have seen 
ftoethihg of the tort in the fielcb. 

ft. Did not the g«ide ebdeavont to 
lead you to the right, in consequence of 
font oiserving ftal General power's 
brigade moved from yon ; and Were we 
Att led into mai^y groutict and obliged 
«l^l^q»toth^left^ 
^ A. 1 remember his taking us through 

the right, and afterwards 

the left. 

ixi Mi lead the Columns 

^, that day ? 

i our ground, on the even- 

^-o 1, con^mand an extensive 

View,partieularly towards the Chuelo and 
Buenos Ayf es >, 

A. Jt C6fhmand6d a very extensive 
vte^, but 1 fcahAof liay th^t we cbold see 
the Chuelo from it. 

/ Q. Would not the evehnlg have ctosed 
» by the tune We could have reached 
ttlfeferd? 

A. Ithmkitwoiild. 

Q. How long \<^ the armV in crdss- 
i&g the fofd on the 3d ? 

A. Between three and foui- hours. 

Q. Had you not isom^ diflidurty \ti 
nhding a place for passing the river, oil 
ine 3d, from the ignorance of the guide ? 

A. There was some difficulty m find- 
ing a place to pass, on account of the 
fhrollcri statfe of th^ river, but not from 
the ignorance of the guide. 

Q. Was not the guide, whom We had 
laken prisoner that morning, the same 
jhah^who had conducted us from Re- 
duction ? 

A. He was. 

JU-€xamnei h^ the Judge Advocate. 

Q. At what time. during the niarch 
1^ there a total want of bread for the 
army? 

A. I believe the last of the bread was 
delivered on the evening; of the 30tb of 
June. I have before said that the deli* 
Tery of provisions was not in my de- 
fyartnent. 

Q. Were there any impedin^nts. in 
the way of lauding a quantity of bread 

Snd provisions from the Heet at Re* 
Uctiop to supply the ^rmy ? 
A. I cannbt staie the nature pf the 
ground between the fleet and Reduc- 



tion, j^vet havrog g6ne from one to the 
other. 

0. Did you n6f krtdw that a commu- 
nication was opened with the £eet at 
Reduction 

A. 1 did. 

Q. Did yot rfot kttoW that s6ttte prtH 
tisrons Were landed at Rediietion aiMl at 
Point Quitmas from the tieetf 

A. Not from my own knowledge^ t>ut 
I hare heard from' Colonel MaficJn, wh<^ 
Was at Reduction, that he had received 
provisions from the ileet. 

Q. Wight not a plan of opei-ation* for 
the different cofumhs haveWrtibrmed 
with tolerable precision, after the tro<SfjJ4 
arrived at the heights, on the S9th of 
July? 

A. 1 think we might ht^e beeft march- 
ed in one column only, from ih^ heights 
of Reduction. 

Q. Were any, and what, measure) 
taken while the army wete at Barragon 
and Reduction, to render their move- 
ments independent of the fatth-ttbUses, 
5r issuing provisions to the men, knd by 
her necessary arrangements ? 

A. I do not recollect any orders lipoA 
the subject. The army liiHied with 
three day^ provisions. 

Q. Having stated, in an8w.er to Oei 
lieral Whitelocke, the information re- 
specting the rains rendering the rivef im^ 
passable, Was that information beftHre b^ 
told yoii he would proceed on the neilt 
morning tO reconnWtre the river } 

A. It was after we had halted that th9t 
information was tfiven. 

Adjbumed until to-morlx)w. 

SEVENTH DAY. 

Friday, feb. 5. 

Lieutenant colonel Bourke further ex- 
amimd. 

Q. Why, then, after the opinion of' 
the guide respecting the weather, diil 
the main body halt cm the 2d of July> 
before it made Uie pass of the Chuejo^ 
having at the time of halting only march- 
ed seven miles that day ? 

A. I have already statea every thing 
I know upon that suoject. 
_ Q. In answer to 9. question put by 
General Whitelocke yesterday, IttativQ 
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lo the gutd« lading yoti rathel- to the 
right, and having tailed in the attempt to 
get apaes^ obliged you to keep to the 
leit, do you know what consideratkm in- 
duced General Whitelocke, on the morn- 
ing of the 2d, to deviate from the line of 
inarch ol the advanced corps on the pre- 
vious day, and from the line which ^Ge- 
neral Gower was a()|uaUy marching on 
the 2d towards the Chuelo ? 

A. Lhave already stated everything 
I know upon that subject. 

Q. Having stated, in answer to Ge- 
neral Whlteiocke, that the passage of 
tiie Chuelo was performed by the division 
under General GoWer in three hours, 
had General Whitelocke received infor- 
mation, when he halted, which might 
kfld kirn to conclude that it would re- 
quire the tune mentioned to cross tlie 
ford? 

A. I do not know that he bad. 

Q, You stated, in answer to Genial 
Whitelocke, that your ground on the 
2d cotmnabded an extensive view, were 
ti^ere any measures taken on tliat even- 
ing to secure the passage of the river the 
b^t day ? 

A« IbelieTenot 

Examined by ifie Court. 

Were there any reports made by the 
^cers of' the rear of the division at 
Which General Whitelocke was 4t the 
head) that*tiiade it necessary to halt oh 

A. I never heard any, except the con- 
teHMition with Sir Samuel Auchmuty, 
Vfhich I have already stated. 

Qk Did Geberal Whitelocke mention 
to you, at any time before or atier, or 
during the match, the reasons why he 
c^r^ his line ot march from tliat of 
General Gower, on the 2d ? 

A. 1 h&^e alrrady stated the sub- 
st^ce of the information received from 
the guide, previous to the nwun body 
marchmg irom Reductmtt; and, 1 
suppose, on that information General 
"WTiitelocke acted. 

Q. Did the arrtiy, after Its disem- 
barkation, and on its march, liieet ^ith 
difiiculties, whfch, from the information 
Vdu had at Monte Video, might have 
been foreseen and obviated, so as to en- 
^e tiie army tt> cross the river on the 
tetond day ^r its atrlv^ at the Ehsi- 
twda? 



A. I cannot exactly state what exp^ 
tation had been formed ; but it did not 
ap{iear to me tliat there were any local 
ditticulties on the march which would 
have prevented the army reaching the 
river on that day. It might have march- 
ed four or tive mileS beyon^ Ueductiou. 

This question arid answer it wat 
thought proper to withdraw. 

Q. Could you have got as far as the • 
Chuelo on the second day ?, 

A. I cannot conceive any impediment 
which could have prevented tliearmjr 
from reaching within a few miles of the 
Chuelo on the second day, a^r quitting 
the heights of Ensinada. 

Q. You have said that the eomman- 
deruf the forces called you at two o'clock 
on the. morning of the 2d of July, and 
told ) ou he had changed his mind f 

A. It was then raining, and he ex- 
pressed his anxiety to get the troops un- 
der cover. 

Q. Do you know, as Quarter-master- 
general, why the same anxiety did notr 
mcl'me the commander of the forces to 
march himself with the main hodyoitlic 
army at day-iight, and proceed in th^ 
same line of march with the advance 
corps ? Or can you say why the march- 
was delayed till ten o'clopk ? And why 
they then proceeded in a different di- 
rettion? 

A. In answer to the two first ques- 
tions I cannot state his reasons; and 
with regard to the third, 1 before said 
that I believe he acted on the infonna^ 
tion received from the guide. 

Q. In conseiiuence of that informa- 
tion, did he stop or alter the march oC 
the advance corps ? 

A. The information he received was 
Ittbbequent to the order given for the 
march of the advance corps. Alter 
we marched from Reductfon, I believe 
there was no communication whatever 
l>etween the two^corps. 

Q. Did you represent to General 
Whitelocke liiat marching In the direc-. 
tion the guide had pointed out woulct 
preclude his giving assistance to the ad-k 
vance corps under General Gower, !{ 
tliat assistance should be necessary ? 

A. I did not make any such repre<* 
sentatton, because 1 did not think it 
would have been the case. 

Q. You have said that ^ bform^r^ 
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tion was obtained from any of the inha- 
bitanU, lliat you were ignorant of the 
face of the country, the position of the 
euemv, or the exi'slence of the bridge. 
Wds there any means taken to recon- 
noitre the river, or aiiy altenipl made to 
asccrtnin these poinls f 

A- I beheve no ai tempt whatever. 

Q. Was your intonuation such as to 
lead you to suppose tlic passage ot the 
river, and making a lodgment in the 
suburbs of Bueno^ Ayres, were opera- 
tions of so little diilicuUy as to have 
be(jn obtained by the advance curps, 
u'itliout the aid of* the main boiiy of lUe 
army ? 

A. I do not think the information 
could poiJsibly warrant such a coiiclu- 
won ? 

Q. Do you now recollect at wliat period 
it was discovered that the bridge was 
still existing, and s^hether any orders 
were sent to Colonel Mahon to proceed 
by that rout ? 

. A. I do not remember that the exist- 
ence of the bridi^e was ascertained pre- 
vious to the order scut to Colouel Ma- 
hon. 

Q. Had the enemy made a vigorous 
resistance at the Chico pass, or made 
any attack with a large force on the ad- 
vance corps iinder General Gower, 
could General Whitelocke with the 
main body of the army have givei) any 
immemediate, necessary, or prompt, 
tmpport to that corps ? 

A. I do not believe he could. 

Q. Was any officer of the staff sent 
by General 'Whitelocke to General 
Gower — or did any one of the stalf of 
the army, except yourself, go to recon- 
noitre the approaches of the town on the 
evening of the 4th, previous to the at- 
tack on the 5th ? 

A. I never heard of any one but my- 
self ; and I before stated I was not or- 
dered. 

Q. Had the bridge hot been burnt, as 
Was supposed, and General Whitelocke 
could have crossed the Chuelo at that 
pass, was that place the best calculated 
for the army to pass over the river ? 

A. I believe it was. 

Q. Were there not six pontoons and 
their carriages embarked with the army, 
and were they lajided? 

A. They weie embarked, but not 



landed ; but I cannot state why. I be» 
lieve they were not intended to be made 
use of between tiie Eusinada and Re- 
duction. 

Q. Then for what purpose were they 
embarked ? 

A. 1 believe for the purpose of making 
a bridge over the Chuelo, 

Q. Wliat distaq^e was tlie bridge 
from tlic suburbs of Buenos Ayres ? 

A, About two miies and a half. 

Q. Wny were not ilje pontoons made 
use of lor crossuig the Chuelo, for which 
purpose they liad been eml>arked? 

A. 1 suppose General Whitelocke itt- 
tended to pa^s the river by the ford. 

Q. When the army came to the 
ground where they halted on the 2d, did 
} ou dee tlie reguuenls come up to tJie 
ground r 

A. I did. 

Q. W as there a long rear ? 

A. There was ^iot. The troops ap- 
peared fresh. 

. Q. Do you know what precautions 
were taken lor the security of the army, 
and what pickets were sent out ? 

A. I cannot exactly state the nuniber 
of men at the advanced posts. In going 
round on the lelt, I thought the heads 
of the columns were not covered in the 
way they should have been ; in conse^ 
quence of which 1 sent a reinforcement 
to the left, and the advanced posts then 
appeared to me to be such as tlie situa^ 
tion reauired. 

Q. Were the pickets instructed to a^ 
tend to any hrmg ; and was that cir- 
cumstance, or any other extraordinaries, 
reported by the pickets ? 

A. 1 do not remember that any such 
instructions were given ; nor were any 
extraordiAianes reported that nigkt. 

Q. On your return from the head- 
quarters of the advance corps, did you 
report to General Whitelocke that yod 
had been desired by General Gower to 
write down the terms of which General 
Gower had directed you to intorm him, 
and which he was to offer to the Spanish 
General ? 

A. 1 do not remember. 

Q. What was the distance of the 
march of the main body on the third ? 

A. About nine miles from the town ? 

Q. When tlie firing was heard on the 
second, were there any measuies taken 
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hfj GfCneiial Whitelocke to inform him- 
self where it was, or to ascertain the si- 
tuattQii of the advance corps ? 

A. I did not, nor have i ever heard of 
any such measures. 

Q. If the main body had marched 
early on the morning of the 2d, might 
it not have reached the suburbs of Buc- 
oos Ayres on the same day ? 

A. The distance was only sixteen 
miles altogether, and there could have 
heea no difficulty in marching from 
Beduction by the rout we proceeded, 
and arriving iirthe suburbs of Buenos 
Ayres that evening. 

Q. Were the guides ^ho condiicted 
the different divisions of the army con- 
fronted at any time, a_nd when ; to as- 
cert^ whether they agreed in their ac- 
counts of the country, from the heiglits 
to Buenos Ayres, and Ihe^ different 
passes of the river, in order that the two 
divisions might not deviate from the line 
of march ? 

A. They never were. At the time that 
General Gowei-'s corps marched, it was 
not known that the main body was to 
march that day. 

Brigadier'general Cravfiurd sworn and 
examined, 

Q. What situaticNi did you hold in the 
expedition against Buenos Ayres under 
lieutenaot-generStl Whitelocfce ? 

A. I 'commanded the light brigade 
whrch formed the advance guard ot the 
anny. 

Q. Relate all that occurred from your 
landing at Monte Video to tiie night of 
Uie 4th July, previous to the attack upon 
the town of Buenos Ayres. 

[Here the Judee Advocate gave a 
paper into the hands of the witness, con- 
taining the heads of the several points on 
which he was to speak.] 

A. On my arrival at Monte Video, 
iieutAant-general Whitelocke proposed 
a walk round the works ; and on our re- 
turn through the town desired me to 
notice the peculiar construction of the 
houses, their ilat roofs encompassed by 
parapet walls, and other circumstances 
whiai, as he observed, rendered them 
particulaily favourable for defence ; and 
that he certainly would not expose nis 
jl'oppf to;& contest so unequal as that in 



which they miist be engaged, if led into 
so large a town as Buenos Ayres : all the 
inhabitants of which were prepared for 
its defence, and the houses of which 
were constructed similar to those >o( 
Monte Video. In the obvious propriety 
of the General's intentions I most hear- 
tily concurred. '1 he brigade which 
Lieutenant-geiieral Whitelocke placed 
under my command consisted, according 
to the original arrangement, of eight 
companies of light infantry, a detach- 
ment of recniits (about 70) of the 7 1 st, 
and eight companies of the 95th or rifle 
corps. But from the day of our landing 
at the Ensinada, until the junction of tiie 
two divisions of the army before Buenos 
Ayres, four companies were taken away 
from my brigade, and attached to the 
division of the army under the Commai^ 
der ill Chief in person. With respect to 
the equipment of the brigade under my 
command, it certainly was deficient ia 
some material articles. In the first 
place, we had no lasso-men ; I mean i>er-f 
sons who are in the habit of catcning 
cattle in that country : the consequence 
of whk;h was, that though surrounded by 
abundance of cattle, we had no means of 
catching them. Another material defi- 
ciency, and for which I could not dis- 
cover a sufficient reason, was, that the 
camp kettles wereJeft behind ; in conse- 
quence of whkh, though we found aa 
abundance of wheat in the form houses, 
which, if boiled, would have been an 
excellent substitute for bread, we bad 
no means of making use of it. Another 
circumstance also very important, but 
which took place ratlier from the sub- 
sequent arrangement, than through the 
original equipment, was, that although 
on the landing of the troops, they had 
only three days bread, viz. for the 28th, 
i29th, and 30th June, there was no fur- 
ther issue of bread till the day of the 3d 
July, wlien we fortunately found a consi- 
derable quantity in one of the houses 
behind the position which we took up on 
the 2d. This might have been avoided, 
and the troops been spared the suffering 
of want, by halting at Reduction, from 
whence we might eawly have communi- 
cated with the fleet at the point of 
Quilmes. It also appeared to me, that 
for a detachment which had been so many 
montl^si at sea as that under my c^m- 
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rftand, at Ipa^t at thefinpt period of ope- 
ration oil shore, the men should have 
fceen allowecd the ration of s|)irits to 
which they had been accustomed. These 
troops [ speak of, sjailed under my qoiii- 
niaiid from England hi March, and con- 
sisted of two squatlrons of' the 6th dra- 
"^"th, 45th, and 
tive companies 
i()anies ot artil- 
isinada without 
f an enemy m 
h June, which 
:l)osen skuatioa 
anding. After 
I is of conwder- 
iks of the river, 
isition on the 
ment, I believe 
left. On the 
ur right on the 
Buenos Ayres 
n, in. frojit ot 
[ipe of one mile 
position on the 
On the 3d, my 
ion of the (our 
tioued, was «l- 
lu* or ^ve miles 
I^umley'g Ui- 
^dth and asth 
unyedialte oom- 
Gowisr, whicb 
)r the pui^|)Ofie>. 
Majo^-geu^ral 
^ wood, aft arx 
md only to be 
few farm hon^ 
ouroiarcb, we 
irtie» «^iiregu» 
_ ^_._ . . „ musket$, wjbo 
exchanged occasional shots with the 
rifle corps ; but until our acriiral at Re« 
duclioD, nothing, occurred either .of op^ 
position from 4& eneni^y^ or .difiicuUiQs 
of sMiy sort material to relate. The 
country was ^eaticeiy open ; aad tho^igk 
th^ rout was frequeatly intersected by 
some streams andbogs, none prored aoy 
coasiderabieimpedii9<:nt till after weiiad 
passed EediK:tioiL The only eathiiFcas^ 
Dient I expenence!^ in oooductiag the 
advance guard, proceeded kam tbe 
want ofajgood guice^ for the ittfaahitimts^ 
excepting two -(a Mr. Duval andia Iih ' 
dian £er vault belonging to :tbe house 
where I took up w^ ^uactecs on the 



night of the lit, and whem I took wftl^ 
me), had ail left thdr habitations. ^ As 
we approached Reduction, we saw fltuch 
more considerable bodies of horsemen, 
who appeared only intent on reconnoit- 
ring our march. On the evening of 
the 1st, my brigade took a position on 
the extremity of the high ground, about 
a mile and aJialf nearer to Buenos Ayres 
tliaa the village of Reduction, and just 
at the fkirt of the low m%r8hy flat, 
through wliich ran the rivers Man- 
seil and Chuelo. We also observed, 
that the fire which Lieutenant-cotoaei 
Pack informed me in his opinion was in 
i\m direction of the brid^. Ob the 
evening of the 2d, I received an orde^ 
from, Major»general Gower (who had 
passed the night with Brigadierrcenenil 
Lumley's brigade, whiph occupied a po* 
sition about three fourths ot a mile in 
the rear of mine) to be in readiness to 
march at nine o'clock. Before nine the 
General came to me, and after a good 
deal of conversation on the direction of 
our march, I understood from hhn, thi^ 
according to tlie accounts he had receiv- 
ed, the enemy had constructed consi- 
demble batteries for the deleitoe of their 
]»06^ion oa the lower Cho^ m the 
neighbourhood of the bridge. It was 
therefore determined to turn their post- 
tiott by passing the liver higher up ; Jlut 
I think it material to fltate, that viMat'* 
general Gower at this time cectiinW md 
not settled withthe Commander in Chief, 
or even io his ownjnind, where we were 
to attempt the passage : whether at 4he 
fiord called Pasi^i^Mo, which we ilid 
ill fiact cross over higher up; or one 
which was said to be sitaated about a 
league higher jop. We saw the enensy 
on iheiOBposite side of tlie river, and 
lifter .we had inarched abouttwo or three 
hohn, Geoerai Gower and mvself dis* 
tihctly saw General Whiteiucske^s cli^ 
sioB on the march, and from every con- 
sulerattoD, both from general reasonmg 
and &om.p;urticuhHr ctrcamstanoes, 1 -waa 
certahily ducing the whole of this liay 
impressed wkh the heitef that th«r wecff 
folkwriogiM. Some time aftier, XSciienl 
Gower shewed me a letter ffom ^tiie 
CQminaiuier;of the forces, hy whidihe 
was fully aiithoeised to oross jkit river, 
and to estahhsh. himself la^ or in the 
miwty of tiie aubusba of &ieBM iikycw K 
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Wi advantage which was clear to me 
could not be taken possession of without 
an action. It was some time after that I 
understood from General Gower his in- 
tention to pass the Chico, nor did I in- 
quire, as tlie direction in which^ we had 
till then been marching would, we sup- 
posed, have been equally advantageous. 
After we had passed the river, we sa^v at 
about the distance of a cannon shot in 
our front — a body of about 500 horse. 
They attempted nothing, and from the 
direction in which they afterwards 
moved, I conjectured they crossed the 
river. At length we arrived at a track 
which crossed obliquely to our right', 
and which the guide saialed to the Passo 
Chico. General Gower determined to 
take that direction, and ordered me to 

rroceed with nw brigade as quickly as 
could, and eitner to force the pass, or 
to establish myself on the banks of tlie 
river. When we arrived, there was no 
appearance of an enemy ; and by the 
time my brigade had passed, General 
•Gower arrived at the head of General 
Luraley's brigade. About this time 
Major Fraser, who commanded four 
companies of the 95th, pointed out to 
me a cohimn/ which had tlie appearance 
of a considerable body of the enemy 
^larching, as if to take possession of the 
heights opposite the ford, but to effect 
which they were palpably too late. I 
sent an. officer to General Gower to 
report this, and to request his permission 
to move on and occupy the height8,which 
are about three quarters of a mile distant 
from the ford. The answer 1 received 
was, that I might go on, and act accord- 
ing to circumstances, and that he would 
support me with General Lumley's 
brigade. We gained the heights without 
any opposition, and from the general 
appearance of tlie enemy, it was evident 
to ine they Were ah-eady in a state of 
confusion, which it was important to 
take advantage of. After gaining the 
heights, I took the first road to my 
right, which the guide pointed out to 
ipe as leading to the town, and to the 
position which the enemy was obliged to 
station themselves in to caver it. As we 
proceeded, there was an appearance that 
the enemy was disconcerted by our 
movements. During the march, I re- 
ceived orders from General Gowef by 



an ofBcer to halt. I cannot positive]/ 
say, whether that was merely to irivc 
time for Brigadier-general Lumley's nri- 
^de to come up, or to take a position 
for the evenihg ; but as the day was so 
far advanced, and the state of the ope« 
rations so critical, I took the liberty of 
stating to General Gower, that it was 
very desirable to proceed, which in the 
mean time I did*. A very short time 
before we reached Mr. White's house, 
the Major-general came to the head of 
my brigade, the road bad then taken a 
turn to the left, and when we arrived at 
Mr. White's house, we were marching 
nearly parallel to the position in which 
we afterwards discovered the enemy, who 
were tlien on our right flank ; the ground 
was so extremely intricate, and covered 
with deep trenches and high fences, that 
although the enemy at this time were 
very near us, we nad not discovered 
them. The first indication we had of 
their presence was a shot fired from a 
gun placed on the Coral just as General 
Gower and myself, with some of the 
staff ofTicersi appeared gn the ^reat road 
leading into that where the main CQlunia 
of the corps was then standing, and 
which road leads into the town by the 
Coral de Miserari (court-yard of the 
shambles) where the enemy s guns were 
then placed. As soon as this gun was 
fired. General Gower said somethuig to 
me, I think it was, *' We must turn the 
right and left flanks.** I understood this 
as an order to attack the enemy, and 
inunediately obeyed. The enemy's file 
for a very short time ap{)eared to . ipc 
to come from a very considerable bddy 
of infcmtry, but the light companies 
and the 95th advanced so rapidly, that 
the enemy very soon gave way, leaving 
behind them twelve pieces of artillery. 
I pursued them about three quarters of a 
mile beyond tlie position from which I 
had driven them, nearly to the com- 
mencement of the town. While I was 
forming the brigade, which from the 
nature of the ground, and suddenness of 
the action, had got into some confusion, 
it growuig dark while I was thus em- 
ployed, I received an order from Gene* 
ral Gower by Captain Squires of the en- 
gineers, to fall back to the Gofal, where 
he then was. It certainly apipeared to 
me at diat moment to be adviseable to 
G • 
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follow the enemy into the town, and I 
desired the officer who brought me the 
order to fa!! back, and request the Gene- 
ral that he would allow me to do so* 
I trust, the Court will here allow me to 
say, that from all 1 heard since, I am 
con^rinced, that if the main division un- 
der General Whitelocke had been as 
aear as I thought it might have been^ 
y9e certainly should Iiave taken the town 
1i?ith ease: I had very strong doubts 
whether we might not have taken it with 
General GowePs corps. In answer to thi? 
message I had so sent by Capt. Squires, 
I received a second and peremptory 
«Tder to fall back to the Coral, the Ge* 
neral stating at the same time, that our 
v^ounded (which did iiot exceed above 
she officers and thirty men) might be 
cut off by the stragglmg parties of the 
enemy which had been hovering about 
us. Just at the time I began to retire, I 
discovered that General Lumley's bri- 
Ijade had arrived immediately on my 
right. We left the grenadier company 
of the 56th, and three companies of this 
brigade on the ground. During the 
greater part of the 3d hx\y^ there was 
some firing between our pickets and the 

■ ' IS about three 

eke came up 
which he con- 
on the morn" 
)wer sent Bri- 
i flag of truce 
il summous, as 
led me ; and 
led in conse* 
of a desire ex'^ 
rs, that what- 
ul' tu; propose 
g. Brigade- 
li^y sent back 
a proposal of 
Major-^eneral 
otit. He did 
(he contents of 
t was written 
from: any particular instructions froju 
Qeneral VVhitelocke; but I understood 
that he had received instructions to 
fummoB the town. The only observa- 
tion I took the libertjr of making on the 
letter was, that as General Liniers was 
accused of breaking the convention with 
General Beresford, it did appear to 
me to be material^ in nuking an^ such. 



proposals to him, to say something wfardi 
might remove any apprehensions wbicli 
he might entertain with respect to the 
manner in which he might be treated by 
us if he should fall into our hands. When 
Major Roache retired, General Gower 
informed me, that General Linierr 
answer was expressive of a determi-^ 
riation to defend the town. AU this 
Occurred at noon before General White- 
locke came up. Elarly in the morn-* 
ing of the 4th> In obedience to or- 
ders I hid received, I went to General 
W^hitelocke's quarters,for the pufpose of 
taking his instructjons with respect to the 
attack on the town, which he had then 
determined to make at noon that day» 
After 1 had read the disposition. General 
Whitelocke took me aside, aud said, 
that he felt so much reluctance in adopt- 
ing a measure which must be attended 
with SO/ great an eflfusion of bloody that 
he bad determmed to send another 
summons to the Spanish General. He 
shewed me a letter, and certainly upon 
that occasion he did ask my op'mion of 
the propriety of sending it. I told him^ 
that in my opinion he had better not send 
it ; that the determination expressed ivi 
the answer to the first summons, and the* 
whole of the enemy's conduct since, in- 
duced me to believe^ that Che letter 
would produce no good eifect, and that 
they woul4 rather consider it as betray- 
ing a want of competence on our part, 
This was the exact substance of our con« 
Vetsation,, which terminated with the 
Generars expressing a determinatioB ta 
send Captain Whittingham with the 
letter. The disposition was afterwards 
read and explained on the plan, to com- 
manding officers (^, brigades. There 
wei;e njo persons in the room but the 
Lieutenant-general, the Major-gene- 
ral,, tiie Brigadiers, and Colonel Pack» 
who was well acquainted with the town. 
The order, as I before stated, ^as for ani 
attack to be made at i:2o*c1ock that day, 
and the lime at which the conversation 
I am about to relate took place was, t 
believe, about half past ten o'clock. I 
did not understand trom any thing that 

gassed, that either myself or the otbej: 
irigadiers w^re called there to give their 
opinion upon the.propriety ot the dispor 
sition, but for the purpose of being made 
acquai4ted with the det.airof it. Sir 
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Samuel Auchmutjr and Colonel Pack 
suggested, that a little before day-break 
on the following morning would be a 
better time than noon on that day for 
advancing into the town ; and after some 
consultation, the Commander in Chief 
^determined to defer the attack to the 
morning of the 5th. While we were in 
this room, a Mr. White, who had resided 
a considerable time at Buenos Ay res, 
gave us some information, which we af- 
terwards found to be perfectly correct, 
respecting the dispositions and defensive 
arrangements which the enemy had 
made in the town since the evening of 
the 2d. A part of the order of attack 
was, that the columns were to be provid- 
ed with tools and implements for break- 
ing open houses ; but I really believe it 
was impossible for this order to be obey- 
ed to any extent, for the tools could 
not be procured in a sufficient quantity, 
The. firing at the pickets continued for 
the greater part of the day; and during 
bne part of the day a disposition ^^iis 
made, under the idea, that by withdraw- 
ing tlie pickets, or allowing them to 
retire before the enemy, he might be 
tempted to follow far enough to give us 
an opportunity of engaging him out of 
the town. But this did not succfed. 
1 placed small pickets of. the infantry at 
the liead of my brigade fgr the advance 
on the next day. The first informatiou 
I received, as to the means and position 
of the enemy, I found to be false, for it 
was said that they were entrenched on 
the river. 
Adjourned vmtil to-morrow. 



EIGHTH DAY. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6. 

The C<yurt having met ptirsuant fo ad- 
journment, Brigadier- General Crau- 
furd was again called, and proceeded 
in his narrative. > 

A. I yesterday stated thfjt .all the 
houses, except one, were, deserted : I 
mean to say, after leaving the village of 
Barragon, in which, when we landed, 
there were several inhabitants who did 
^t nt all af>pear shy of us. 



Q. What information did you receive 

during the march > 

A. I received information, I think, 
from Mr. Duval, whom F found in h's 
house near Barragon, and whom I brought 
with me as a guide. He stated, £at 
when he left the town of Buenos Ayres, 
. a few days before, the enemy had a corps 
and some batteries on the heights of 
Reduction, but that nothing had been 
done, except coiistructing a battery fop 
the purpose of commanding the road 
by which General Beresford had passed 
the swamp the year before. I had also 
heard, and from the conversation I had 
with General Whitelocke on the 4tli 
July, it was believed, that the enemy 
had consticucted considerable batteries 
for the defence of the river in the 
neighbourhood of the bridge on the 
heights of Bafi^agoii; but w-hetlier the 
Chico-pass was defended in a sim^ 
lar mam 
tain till v 
to the re 
none, ex 
flanking 
answer ( 
IhehrJdg 
state my 
other oft 
the subj€ 
nion of 
might ha 
nion was 
which al 
enemy' h 
have Dee 
m-irch it 

flank by passing the'river h^her up, la 
answer 'to the cjuesUon, what was tlie 
state 6f the advance corps previous to, 
and after the action, with reference tfli^ 
the probable event of the corps being 
di'feated, I can only speak from hear- 
say. I do not know what General 
M hitelo<;ke*s opinion may be, but if the 
division halted during the afternoon la 
the gtation described to me by Lieut- 
Colonel Bourke, it is quite clear, that 
no co-operation could have taken place 
that evening ; and we could not have 
derived an) support from it. With re^ 
spect to what measures were taken for 
insuring the success of the attack on tlie 
3d, whether by bringing up artillery, 
and reconnoitring Uie approaches of the 
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town, 1 heard, that an ord^r had been 
sent; to Lieutenant-Colonel Mahon, then 
at Reduction, with a considerable part 
of the field artillery, to advance towards 
the bridge, at the time that the rest of 
the army should attack the town. With 
respect to reconnoitring the approaches 
to the town, I believe every tnine was * 
done by the statf officers that could have 
been done on the right, but as to tlie left 
I cannot speak. 

Q. Was there any orde^r given by 
General Whitelocke for reconnoitring 
the town ? 

A. To the best of my recollection, "we 
were ordered at the time the plan was 
delivered to the officers, to make our- . 
selves t^aiDted with the points of 
attack. As to what knowledge was ob- 
tained from the prisoners of the designs 
of the enemy, and his plan for the de- 
fv^ncc of the town, I do not recollect. 
We received no intelligence from the 
prisoners on the day of the 2d ; nor do j 
ihink they could have given us any, as 
the position of the enemy, on account of 
the operations of the 2d, was entirely 
changed; but on the 4th July, Mr. 
White told me, and several other offi- 
cers in General Whitelocke's room, that 
h^ was informed by people who had lately 
left the town, that the enemy had strongly 
entrenched themselves, and placed heavy 
cannon in all the streets leading into the 
^ great square, where he had concentered 
^ the principal part of his force. The 
position we afterwards found had been 
correctly described: the disposition of 
the enemy, and the position he . had 
taken, after I was taken prisoner, turned 
oijt to be just as Mr. White had describe 
ed it on the 4th. I yesterday stated, 
and I am now convinced, that it the main 
body of the army had been in a situa- 
tion to support the advance corps on the 
2d, the town would have been carried 
with ease, I thought so at the time, 
because during the greater part of the 
march on the 2d, we had s^en in the 
field what I conceived to be the bulk df 
the enemy's forces in motion. By our 
hiovement> and what we observed of 
theirs, it ivas Evident, that we had turn- 
ed their original po:<itkjn, ind thit they 
were engaged in attempting to change 
their firont, and take up a nevf position 



on that side the town ; and there cer- 
tainly therefore was every reason to be- 
lieve', that we had defeated a consider- 
able division of their army : during this 
movement they were not prepared for 
the defence of the interior of the town 
on that side. I was afterwards informed 
by a Spanish officer, that we should have 
been in the town before the greater part 
of their army. In answer to the ques- 
tion, whether the troops Of the advance 
corps were selected for this purpose 
from the best troops, with the exception 
of the 36th and 88th regiments, who, 
though excellent corps, had been eight 
or nine n^oi^ths embarked ; the detach- 
ment of the 7 J St light infantrj% and the 
rifle corps^ were of that description best 
calculated for that service. The fonnef 
regiments certainly did not appear to be 
so fit to form a part of the advanced . 
corps, as the 38th, 40th, and 87th, who 
had been long in the country. I yester- 
day, in my evidence, jjositively stated, 
that neither myself, nor any of the Briga- 
diers, were consulted on the plan of 
attack : I never gave my opinion, I 
never expressed my bpinibn ; my opi- 
nion never was asked, and I should have 
thought it presumptuous in me to offer it. ' 
Q. Were therfe any, and what local 
impediments on the rtiarch from the 
heights above Barragon to the Chuelo, 
to have prevented the army arriving at a 
short distance from that river on the se- 
cond day after its departure from th^ 
hieights? 

A. If the army had not quitted the 
heights of- Barragon before tfie artillery 
had crossed the great morass, and if 
the troops had been* in the habit of 
marching, I think tliat the army might 
.without dlfticulty have reached'lhc posi- 
tion in front of Keduction in the sec^d 
march : but consideiing all the circum- 
stances that existed at the time, I did not 
think the army could have'b^en conve- 
niently estsiblished in the position of Re- 
duction before 'the evening of the 1st. 
Indeed, I have no rea^n to believe, that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Mahon; with - his 
corps of arlilJpry, could have cbme jnp 
feoOner than the^d.' • • 

Q. You have stated in your evidence, 
thdt vou had a conversation with Genc< 
rai Whitelocke on tlielst, sta^cwbatevei^ 
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you remember of that conversation, so 
^r as applies to the subject of these 
charges ? 

A. While the troops were halting, ' 
General Whitelocke took me aside, and 
the substance of what he said to me was, 
that he had thought of xletaching a part 
of the armv to make a considerable de- 
tour tov^ards the higher part of live Chu- 
elo, in order to turn the position in 
which he understood the enemy had en- 
trenched himself on that river, whilst the 
rest of the aimy should advance ajaiust 
that position, and that General Gower 
agreed with him that it was an adviseable 
operation. The Commander of the 
forces asked my opinion, and 1 told him, 
that consideringthesmallness of the army 
vhich he commanded, it did not appear 
U> me to be adviseable to make any con- 
Sidera)[>l.e division of the corps at so con- 
siderable a distance from each other.. I 
think he ended the conversation witli 
saying, *•' Well, I think you are right" 

Q. Was it known at the time that 
there were more passes than one above 
the bridge over tli Chuelo ? ^ 

A- The information I had received at 
thattune was very vague. I had heard 
that the course of the river was so short 
wemi^ht head it altogether. On the 
2d, tliis was contradicted by an Indian 
servant of the proprietor ot the house iu 
which I passed the night of the first, and 
who I took with me as a guide on the 
second. 

Q. You stated that in the course 
of the march, Major-General Gower 
shewed you a letter from General White- 
locke to him, in which he was desired to 
fxoss the river and establish himseli near 
the town. Did or did not that letter 
contain an order to march, or was it^ 
merely an autharity to General Gower to 
act according tp his own discretion ? 

A. From my recollection of the con- 
tents of that letter, as well as of all that 
passed between ipe and General Gower 
pn tliat day, I do believe the letter was 
so worded, as to le^ve it with the Major- 
General to act according to his .own 
judgment ; at tlie sanie time I must re- 
peat, that I do not recollect the precise 
terms of the letter. This, however, I 
can state positively, that hks conduct \yas 
that of an officer vi\\^ bad wot received ^ 
peremptory order, " ' 



Q. Is the Court to understand, that 
General Craufurd does not understand 
the terms of the letter: that he does 
remember the substance of the letter; 
and that the whole of the substance is 
what he has stated in his evidence ? , 

A. I am" not sure whether tlie letter 
contained any authority to summon thd 
town ; I liave since heard that it did : I 
saw it only once, and that at a moment 
when my mind was wholly occupied by 
the operations then going on. There ' 
might have been other parts of the let- 
ter which I do not remember; the words 
of the letter did authorise General Gow» 
er tp estabjish himself in the vicinity of 
the suburbs of the town. 

General Whitelocke declined putting 
any questions to the witness for the pre** 
sentrf 

Examined by the Court* 

Q. Having stated that there were n<j 
camp kettles with the expedition, were 
there any meanji provided, or was there 
any possibility of providing, either by 
horses or mules, or otherwise, to carry 
them ? 

A. When we landed at Barragon, I 
sa>v a considerable number of horses ; 
but whether they were sufficient for con- 
veying the kettles, or what proportion d£ 
them were allotted to carry the packs, I 
had no opportunity to ascertain. Gtfte- 
ral Whitelocke appeared to think, that 
every thing should be subservient to 
that of gaining time, being apprehensive. 
of the heavy rains settmg in. 

Q. Do you know the part of the army 
jGeneral VVhitelocke allotted for hi? sta* 
tion during the attpick pn the town on the 
5th July? ' ' 

A. I ha4 some conversation with Ge- 
neral Gower on the subject late in the 
evening of the 4th, from the conclusion 
of wtiich I understood it to be settled, 
that he should recommend it to the 
Commander in Chief to take his station, 
at the commencement of the action in 
the niorning, a little in the front of the 
ground, on which the right of my brigade 
was then stationed. 

Q. Had Gej>eral Whitelocke allotted 
any station or place for the rendezvous 
of the troops, in the event of the attack 
being unsuccessful ? 
* A. r never heard of any. 
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Q. Was it ever commuiiicated to you 
trho-e General Whitelocke and Greneral 
Gower were to be found cm the day of t^ie 
attack in case of need ? 

A. General Gower informed me, that 
he ^hbuld recommend it to the Com* 
ntander in Chief to take his station as I 
have already described it. He aiso, in 
answer to a question 1 put to him re- 
ipocting bis own station, said, that Ge>- 
ticral Whitelocke had ordered him to be 
with himself; but I do not recollect that 
the station was erer made known to me. 

Q. In the distribution- for the attack 
0n the 5th» was any station allotted for 
the Commander of the forces, and the 
second in command ? 
. A. To the l>e8t of my recollectbn, on 
the written disposition of the order thei'e 
ivas none: no such was given out in 
the genetal orders. In consequouce of 
the conversation I had with General 
Gower, he said, hfe hid advised the 
Gomiuander of the forces to be at White's 
honse^ I said I thought- that an unbe« 
eominff station. 

Q, Wag any general order given at 
any time in public, as to where the Ge- 
neral was to b« fbund on that day? 
; A. I douot recollect that there was. 

Q. What proportion did that body of 
the Spanish army which you defeated oil 
the 2d July bear to the main body ? 

A. I saw so little Of the Spanish army, 
I cannot say exactly. I suppose there 
might have been two thousand men en* 



displeasure at the letter he received from 
General Whitelocke on the moniifig of 
the 2d ? 

A Quite the contrary. 

Adjourned until to-morroWh 



I, Had the en^my been entrenched 
^s bstd been repiorted, and that General 
Gbwer had stacked them with effect on 
Jhe morning of the 2d, by coming in the 
rear of their entrenchments, could that 
pave opened a passage for the meii in 
prii^ng up the artillery I 

A. I have already stated, thatip cross^ 
jng over the Chico-pass, I observed, 
what appeared to me a considerable part 
of the enemy's army, moving from their 
iFoitlier position in \h€ vicinity of the 
Ijridge, wth the intention of takuig a 
iiew one on the heights higher up the 
jriver. The operation which took place 
afterwards, appeared to me to be the 
pnly one Which, under these circum- 
etaiices> we could liiake with propriety. 

^. Did General Go^er express any 



NINTH DAY. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8. 

The Court having met, pursuant to ad* 
joumment. Brig. -General Craufurd 
was again called and further examined 

Q. What was the state of the weather 
during the march, and towards the end 
of July? 

A, In the evening of the 1st, it ap- 
peared very much as if the rain waa 
about to set in : and, to the best of my 
recollection, Colonel Pack mentioned to 
me, that from the appearance of the 
weatlier, as well as his recollection 
served as to what had passed about th^ 
same time the year before, it was most 
likely the rainy season had then set in. 
On the evening of the 2d it rained very 
hard, but I do not remember the stat^ 
of tlie weather afterwards. 

Brigadia^'Getieral the Honhle. Wiliiixm 
Imnlty ^worn and exatnined, 

Q. Were you the senior officer of 
cavalry employed upon the expedStlon 
against Buenos Ayres? 

A. I was. 

[Here a paper to direct the witness to 
the jprinpipal points to which he was to 
conhne his evidence was put intt^ his 
hand^] 

General I^umley, previous tojrivli^ 
his testimony, intimated to the Court, 
that he should in the course of his evi- 
dence be under the pecessity of more 
frequently using the name of Major- 
General Gower, than that of Lieutenants 
General Whitelocke, as he had received 
the most of his ofdej-s fr<Mn the former. 
He also begged leave to state to the 
Court, thathe had received in the course 
of the service, through the M^.-General, 
a variety of orders which did not imme- 
diately relate to the cavalry departmipnt, 
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Jud^ Advocate. — No orders can be 
nven in evidence, except such as the 
UMirt are compelled to consider as com- 
ing from Lieutenant-Generai White- 
iocke« It is, therefore, material for the 
Court to consider how far such orders as 
may be disclosed in the evidence, goes 
tf> affect Ueutenant-General White- 
locke. The question is, .not what or- 
ders he received from General Gower, 
but what orders were issued by General 
Whitelocke. 

Gefieral Lumley.'^l am soldier enough 
to iuiow that all orders flow from the 
Commander in Chief. 

Q. Proceed to state the operations of 
^ army, and the orders issued by Lieu* 
tenant-General Whitelodce, from the 
time of his taking the command of the 
forces employed against Buenos Ayres, 
to the close ot the night of the 4th July^ 
previous to the attack on the 5th } 

A. On the 10th May, Lieutenant- 
Geoeral Whitdocke, ai^d Major-Gene- 
ral Gower, landed at Monte Video. As 
soon as I heard of their arrival I paid my 
respects to them. On the 11 th, an or- 
der was issued with respect to Geneial 
Gower being a{>pointed to the eifecutivc 
duties and localities of the situation, and 
on the following morning General Gower 
called roe aside in the square of the go- 
veroment boose, and asked for informa- 
tion respecting the posts up the country, 
and the number (» troops stationed at 
^ eadi. I give the information that hewish- 
ed»4eHinghim that I had been to the ex- 
tent of about seventy miles up the coun- 
try. In consequence of a conversation 
on the tStb, the Ma)or-Geiteral desired 
that I would go up the country to purchase 
borsies, saying) that it would be a rea- 
dier way than proceeding in the usual 
manner by calling upon the cabildoes 
(mag'ntetes). I stated to him, that four 
dollars was the price given by the Spa- 
nish government, but I supposed the 
price midit have been raised and I 
thought 1 could ffet very gdod horses 
for SIX dollars each. The horses them- 
selves are extremely clever, and as good 
as any i^ever saw, and I thought' the 
cavalry might be as well monnt^ there 
as any where,except in this country. But 
the total w^nt of dry food rendered them 
useless in a^ very mw days ; the usual 
^^j qi fioawging thera being to turipk 



them out a certain number of hoars oa 
the open plain. There being no dry 
food, except a sort of sour grass cut 
down, called pasto; all ^he Indiaa 
com of the conntry had also beenjast 
cut down. £ver^ exertion was made to 
get as much of this as could be procured, 
pre V bus to the arrival of the Lieutenant- 
^neral. Having stated this to the Ma- 
jor-general, he said, we should make 
every exertion to procure com and 
horses. I remained at Monte Video 
till the 20th May, and on the 18th of 
19th General Gower found fault that I 
was not gone up the country. I told 
him I had previous arrangements to 
make with the people at Monte Video 
before I proceeded up the country. On 
the. 20th 1 set out and proceeded to a 
small village called Las Ridras, on the • 
Camelo. During the few days i was up 
the country, I conununkrated with Deu- 
tenant-colonel Torrens, the military se- 
cretary, whoi^ 1 conceived to be the 
proper person for continuing the corre- 
spondence. ' On my arrival at the Came- 
lo, I found the large rivers I had to pasa 
over extremely swollen, even more so 
than usual at that season. The light 
troops of the country had previously 
cleared away ^eat numbers of horses, 
and prevented the people from bringkig 
dowu others. They also interceptea 
and prevented my messengers complet- 
ing my orders. I could not proceed 
without considerable difliculty, and a 
reinforcement to assist me to cross die 
rivers great and little — St. Lucia and the 
St. Josephe. I consequently wrote to 
head quarters. on the 23d, and received 
a reinforcement on tlie 24th, with a cau- 
tion not to encounter any risk whicb 
should oblige me to engage the enemy. 
i was consequently prevented from 
crossing the rivers which were^iow only 
passable by ferries — a conveyance very 
scarce. I was therefoi^ obliged to be 
contented with what I couW piocure ir 
the neighbourhood of Camefo. Having 
collected above one hundred horses, he- 
sides some few I had lett to replace those 
th^t were now down at Cameio, I wrote 
for permission' to return to Monte Video 
as I thought 1 could be of no more use 
where I was. i returned in consequence 
of a letter on the 29th, to Monte Video,^ 
leaving direction! with Lieutei^mt-colo^ 
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XielLloydi to procure as. many horses in 
that neighboyrhoo<l as he was able ; and 
oa that eveniDg, I paid my respects to 
the Lieutenant-general, and the next 
uiorhing to the Major-general^ who found 
great fault with me for lixiug at so high 
a rate, by which I iiad lost the op[>ortu- 
Jiityof getting more horses. I assuretl 
Jhhn that was not the case ; for as i f-aised 
my price, the people raised theirs, which 
1 happened soon afterwards tahave an 
opportunity of proving to him. I then 
proposed to him a plan to aj?ply to the 
cabildoes (magistrates) to collect horses 
in the w ay thfey had always been accus- 
tomed to do for the King of Spain. On 
the 1st June an order was issued to that 
edect, and on the 4lh or 5th we obtained 
about live hundred horses, of which some 
. were immediately chosen to complete 
the artiller>', in the liret instance, to the 
number that were ordered , to embark; 
The cavalry weijealso completed to 160, 
and several more still remained, which 
were turned over to the care of the stew- 
ard of the King's grounds. Some others 
xvere given in charge to tlie 9th dra- 
goons ; and fmding afterwards that there 
was room for a few niore, they were ac- 
cordingly embarked. During this pe- 
riod the mounted dragoons had come 
down from the outposts under Colonel 
Uovd, and embarked on the 2d and 3d. 
Witli respect to the food, I was told by 
Genei^l Gower that il\e Commissary- 
general would take care of it. I had by 
an order of the 18th May, to give direc- 
tions respecting feeding the cavalry, 
having previously stated the quantity of 
Indian corn I thought necer^sar)'. On 
the 3d June, a general order was issued 
respectisg the oaggage of . the army ; 
and [ think, iiumediately after the King's 
birtli-day. General Gower visited the 
stores ot tlie 9LhandJ7th light dragoons, 
which were underctlxe walls of the town, 
and insisted tliat all these stores should 
be removed. I pointed out to him, 
that there were a quantity of supernu- 
merarv cavalry appointments, which at 
that cfistance from England were ex- 
tremely valuable. He said he did not 
care ; that the stores must be entirely 
cleared, and not only that, but every 
dragoon himself Inust be lightened. I 
of course remonstrated very strongly 
with him» but be pers^t^verod. I atter- 



wards had a convewation with Colonels 
Lloyd and Mahon, who stated to me, 
that' it would be the total ruin and des- 
truction of the regiment, as if any of tlie 
men lost any tiling, there would be no 
means of replacing it, and if the 5th drU- 
goons , came ffom England, they would 
come witliout saddles or other appoint- 
ments. Iliad previously expressed the 
same opinion to General Grower, and 
stated, that many of the officers were 
personally responsible to the regiment 
for these stores which he had ordered to 
be. destroyed. I'he next morning I 
waited on him, and again remonstrated 
with liim, as I thought it my duty so to 
do. I began by stating to iiira my fur- 
ther objections, and wiiat a destruction 
it would be to tlie cavalry : . the common 
>vear and tear, and the winter coming 
pn, the wildness of the horses, and the 
impossibility of procuring a supply from 
England in any reasonatUe time, I urced 
as reasons against such a measure. The 
Major-general was exceedingly warm 
and said,. "We are then at issue." I 
told liim we were by no means, at issue ; 
and diat I was too old -a soldier to dis- 
obey a peremptory order, but I thought 
it was my duty to offei; a formal remon- 
strance, I ventured to say, that it was 
contrary to the King's regulations. The 
Major-general replied, that he did not 
care for the King's regulations; they 
could have no effect in that country, and 
we were come there to establish a new 
sera. 

. Here the Judge Advocate objected to 
this part of the evidence fis being inad- 
missible. — Brisadier-geqeral Luniley 
however proceeded. 

. The oflicers demanded of mc written 
orders which I had not. On the 5th», 
General Gower bavins been in conver- 
sation with General Wnitelocke for some 
short time, the latter called me, and in 
tJic course of conversation confirmed the 
Q[)iuion of General Gower, and directed 
tliat the order should be put into execu- 
tion ; observing, that he could not have 
such a ijuantity of baggage following the 
anjiv about the country ; nor was it 
possible for him to turn store-keeper, 
and take charfje of the stores. In con- 
sequence of this I found the order must 
be obeyed, ancl T accordingly applied 
for ^ written order as the com^iHa^dlng 
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officers wished for such an authority. 
He referred me t« the written instruc- 
tions of the 3d, 1 consequently gave or- 
ders to the commanding officers of the 
two corps, and the following hwming I 
.reported to Gen» Gower, that the whole 
of the 9th dragoons' appointments would 
,be made away with by 1 1 o'clock next day, 
and that the 17th's would be destroyed as 
soon as Colonel Lloyd could disembark 
sufficient men t«i clear the stores. On 
the 11 th June, a board was ordered to 
-be assembled to investigate what bag- 
gage should be kept, but this board 
never assembled. Three weeks corn 
was ordered to be put on board. The 
dragoon and artillery oflicers were first 
embarked^ and the dlismounted dragoons 
were ordered to take all their horse ap- 
pointments with them. After the arrival 
^ of General Craufurd, the brigades werie 
. arranged, from which time the cavalry 
-brigade was discontinued. I asked per- 
mission to send to the Commanding 
•Officer at Colonia, who probably would 
be allowed to embark some horses there ; 
^nd Lieptenant-colonel Bourke promised 
some horses should be embarked there. 
%On th/e 18th, the brigades were finally 
.arranged, and I liad nothing more to do 
. with the mounted dragoons. After that 
. they never were in the front of the divi- 
. sion with which 1 marched, except about 
. twdve as an escort, or for orderiies to 
♦ General Gower, , and one or two with 
General Craufurd and myself. I receiv- 
^ an order to put the spirits into the 
srhall est casks that could be found, for 
ks better conv^ance on shore. On the 
?7th June, the regiments were all ready 
for landing; and on -the 28th, the land- 
ing took place about a mile and a half 
fnom the village of Barragon. The 
troops were ordered ttf cook, and to 
-land with three days provisions, and 
pork ready dressed. In the evening, I 
vrm directed to advance my brigade to 
the outermost point of the village, and 
put up in the houses as well as the place 
would allow. The ground was low artd 
-swampy, and consequently we had 
. as few outposts and pickets as possible. 
We were ordered to march at about 
nine o'clock, my brigade leading the co- 
lumn. We walked, through swampy 
ground, till we caime to an extren^ely 
deep marshy which took the men up to 



the middle: k was muddy and difficult 
to ride through. After maichins about 
ei^t or nine mih-s, we arrived at the 
heights, where General Gower was 
posted the night before. The 36th and 
88 th were then ordered to proceed with 
the Major-general, who was then waidng 
for them on the heights. After some 
conversation between General Whit^ 
locke and General Gower, I was ordered 
to Dfoceed with' that part of my briffade» 
ana put myself under the orders of the 
Major-general. Soon after we had 
moved on, it appeared to me likely, be* 
ing far separated from the shippmg, that 
our communication for provbions might 
be cut off, and I proposed to the Major- 
general to allow me t6 return to the 
17th dragoons, and bring up four or five 
Piones, (cattle catchers) who were at- 
tached to that regiment, and, as I stated, 
must be of material use in procuring cat- 
tle. To this General Gower consented. 
On the 3d, the troops in advanoe under 
Major-general Gower had been ordered 
to hill back, and tlie pickets to withdraw, 
in hopes of brmging the Spanish troops 
from their fortresses, and draw th^ 
into action if possible. General Auch- 
muty being ordered to occupy the 
ground on my left, as^ his column was 
passing by the front of my brigade, some 
of the enemy's horsemen fired on him. 
Before the evening cbsed, we were or- 
dered to occupy a house about three 
quarters of a mile in front of their posi- 
tion,- and we were directed to apply for 
biscuit at a house well known as Mr. 
White's house. At the close of the 
evening, the firbg ceased, nothing fur- 
ther occurred, and each brigade drew 
out its own pickets. On the morning of 
the 4th, the troops were again under 
arms by day-break, when Captain Max- 
well calne to me from the General, with 
orders to repair to head quarters at 
White's house as soon as I could. Com- 
manding officers of eorps were also sum- 
moned to attend. I went down accord- 
ingly, and after waiting some time for 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty, who had not ar- 
rived, the Lieutenant-general began to 
explain his intentions with respect to 
the assault on the town tha# day at 
twelve o'clock. Stating the bad weather, 
the probability of worse, the state of the 
troops exposed to an incteroent season. 
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and m great want of provisions, induced 
him to think of assaulting the town, in 
preference to any other mode, the Spa- 
nish General having refused to listen to 
terms; for further particulars and detail, 
he referred us to General Gower, who 
then proceeded to point out in the map 
his plan of attack ; and as many as could 
sat down to copy it. I ventured to ask 
what was to be done in case we met with 
greater opposition than we had reason 
to expect, or could well oppose. I was 
told that was particularly answered by 
the orders ; we were to place ourselves 
as far in advance as we could, taking 
• care to possess ourselves of the hotrses 
on our left, in preference to those on our 
right, lest we should be exposed to 
the fire of our own gtms. Sir Samuel 
AudhmutJ^ arrived, and in consequence 
of his being so late, a discussion took 
place, whether it was possible the attack 
could be made at twelve o'clock ttet 
dlay. It was soon decided that it shouijd 
not take place until the next morning. 
Before we left head quarters. General 
Whitelockc desired me to send for my 
Brigade-major, in order that he might 
go agam into the town with a summons, 
m hopes of saving an eflfbsion of blood, 
which must be expected when the as- 
sault took place. I returned to my 
brigade, whieh was still under arms, and 
learned that the firing had been brisk at 
the out-posts and the pickets, who were 
soon after ordered to be v^ithdrawn, and 
occupy the same ground they did the 
day before; and Niajor Vandeleur, with 
the 88th, was ordered to the advance 
post to relieve the light troops, who were 
'completely exhausted. After some fur- 
ther arrangements, I saw no inore of Ge- 
ral Whiteiocke during tliat day. Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Bradford, the deputy 
Adjutant-general, soon after came up 
to me and said that my brigade should 
»oon be relieved, but that relief did 
not arrive until nine o'clock at night, 
and I believe it was twelve o*clock be- 
fore they were entirely relieved. I im- 
mediately went to make my report to 
General Gower, ^ho was with General 
Craqfurd at White's house ; the brigade 
was then ordered to retire to their for- 
mer cantonments, and I procured for 
them some wine, and a little biscuit. 
Adjourned until to morrow. 



TENTH DAY. 

Tt7E»DAlr, 9th FEBRUARr. 

Tlic Court being met, pursuant to ad' 
jwirnnient, Brigadier-general the ho* 
nourable William Lumley, was agai» 
called and further examined. 

His evidence of the preceding day 
beinff read over, the General observed ^ 

"In one part of my evidence I have 
mentioned a conversation Ijetween Mat- 
jor-general Gower and myself, in 
wliich he said he did not care for th« 
King^s regulations ; as this was a very 
strong expression, I should beg the in* 
dulgence of the Court to state all that 
parsed upon that occasion. 

Judge Advocate, — "Most certainly. If 
we are to take a part of this conversa- 
tion, we should have the whole : but I do 
not see how it can in any way bear upon 
the charges against General Whiteiocke." 

Brigadier-gmeral Lumley proceeded, ' 

** General Gower said that no armir 
was fit to march which carried so much 
oaggage. That the English, dragooog 
were always too heavy laden, and parti- 
cularly in that country, where they had 
to act against sucii an enemy, and in this 
way was the expression before alluded to 
introduced. I think it therefore material 
to my evidence, to have this upon the 
minutes of the Court. I thought it but 
justice to myself, and I felt it my duty 
to give a detail of this transaction as pre- 
cisely as 1 could, without regard to any 
^particular person. Had I been asked a 
direct question, I should have given a 
short answer." 

' Judge Jdvocate,-^*^ I do not see how 
this conversation can in any way aifect 
General Whiteiocke, but I can have no 
objection to its being received, if the 
Court wish it, and General Whiteiocke 
does not object 

Sir John Moore. — '* This is a conrer- 
sation between General Gower and Ge* 
neral Lumley. It can. have no effect 
upon the jujgment of this Court, nor 
does it bear at all upon the charges 
against General Whiteiocke, and in my 
opinion it is indecent and improper to 
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remain on the minutes of the proceed- 
ings. There are many members of the 
Court at this side of the table, who, as 
well as myself,, would wish it to be 
erased. Any thing that General Gower 
said about the King's regulations, is be- 
tween the King and General Gower ; 
not between this Court and General 
Whitelocke." 

Jud^e AdcociUe, — " I can have no 
objection whatever to have this erased 
from the minutes, if the Court wish it, 
and il' General VVhitelocke does not feel 
it important to his case that it should re- 
main." 

General Whitelocke signified his as- 
sent, and that part of the evidence was 
accordingly ordered to be struck out. 

ffudge Advocates — " General I^uraley 
will proceed to state the operations of 
the army upon the march, after he re- 
ceived the order to proceed with General 
Gower on the 29th. 

General Lumley. — *' On receiving the 
order, I proceeded with General Gower 
^nd the light brigade, which occupied a 
height about six miles in front of the first 
height, where we had left the Lieutenant- 
general. 'J'he 36th and the 88th occu- 
pied houses in the rear. That night the 
Piones whom I brought up with me, 
caught some cattle for the brigade, who 
by that time had consumed meir three 
days provisions. A very small qiiantity 
of spirits had been brought up, not so 
.mu<;li as half a day's allowance for each 
man. On the 30th, we proceeded from 
.the heights, the light brigade still two or 
three miles in our front. We marched 
about eight miles on that day. Having 
pa^d a small river, we occupied three 
positions at farm-houses, within about, 
naif a mile of each other. On that night 
the Piones again procured some bullocks 
for the brigaile, but we had neither bread 
nor spirits. On tlie morning of the Ist, 
I sent the Piones again for provisions, 
but we had not time to cook them before 
we marched. The whole were without 
snirits this day. 1 passed Reduction 
about nine p'clock, when the column 
uj?der Brigadier-general Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty appeared in sight. I was 
ordered to take a position about three 
miles in front of the heights of the vil- 
lage of Reduction. General Gower told 
me thskt da^^ that he intepded to p^ss 



the Chuelo by the P^so Chico, but 
found it impossible : the number of the 
horse of the enemy annoved our march 
very much, and wounded one man* lo 
the evening we procured a store of 
sheep, but were still without, bread or 
spirits. 

Here a member of the Court objected 
to ^ing further into this kindof evideDce« 
as irrelevant to the charges against Ge- 
neral Whitelocke. 

Judge AdvoaUe, — " I should certainly 
decline going into this minutia of evi« 
dence, but I must be^ leave to remind 
the Court, that < this is not the case of 
an olHcer on his trial by Court Martial ' 
for any particular fact alledffed against 
him ; but it is the first Crisu by Court 
Martial that has ever been established 
to inquire into the conduct of a General 
officer, havmg the chief command of an • 
expedition against a foreign province.* '* 

General Lumley, " On the morning 
of tlie 2d, I received orders fix)n\ General 
Gower to be on readiness to march, and 
we did so before nine o*clock. I think 
by this time we had consumed all th« 
provisions. The Maior-general deli- 
vered the direction of the march into my 
hands, and said if any thing happened to 
him, I should take the dh'ection of the 
brigade. The object to be obtained, 
was the passage of the Chuelo> which 
was said to be occupied by the enemy 
with masked battenes. Ihe 87th was 
ordered to join me m the march, and 
General Gower requested that com- 
manding officers w^ould take particular 
care to permit as little firing as possible. 
The day before, a considerable number 
of the 88th and 36tb fell back extremely 
exliausted, and on the morning of the 2a, 
my bricade also appeared extremely ex- 
hausted very soon after tlie march com- 
menced : I proceeded in the track I 
supposed the light brigade to be in : I 
heard a firing, and mv Brigade-major 
represented to me that t should lose half 
my brigade, but I thought I should push 
on, and I bore to my left. I was in the 
daric for near two hours, completely lost. 
The men this day had nothing either tp 
eat or drink, e^cppt part of the mutton 
someof them might have preserved from 
the night before. We were marching 
from nine in the mojming till nine ^t 
night. This men lay on 9i« ground 9U 
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iiight> aiid their clothes never di^. On 
the 3d in the morning, the troops were 
.^igatn under arnis.** 

Q. You have stated that the dis- 
mounted Cavalry were ordered to take 
their appointments with them. Wtiat 
were these appointments ? 

A. Their bridles, saddles, and every 
tiling belongmg to horse appointments. 

Q.Whkt quantity of cavalry stores 
were made away with in consequence of 
the order you have spoken of? 

A. They were all those belonging to 
the men who were not fit for duty, or 
Kkely to be so, and some of them out of 
repair. I gave the order, and I saw the 
stores cheared, Some of them I saw 
thrown into the streets, and some were 
sold to the inhabitants. . 

Q. Was there any reason why that 
' proportion of the cavalry appointments, 
"which ttwas not thought convenient to em- 
hark with the ejtpedition might not have 
been left in th^ stores at Monte Video ? 

A. I know of no reason whatever. 

Q. Were the regiments composing 
youi* brigade, which you stated to have 
been confinwi on board transports so 
many months, in edually ^ood condition 
for marching,; as tne regiments which 
^ad been longer m the country ? , 

A. In my opinion certainly not, vith 
the exception of the 17th light dragoons. 

Q. Was the station in >«^ich General 
Whitdocke was to be found during the 
attack on the 5th July, notified to the 
peneral and other oflScers commanding 
divisions ? 

A. Not to my recollection thaf I have 
ever heard of. 

Q. Was the place of retreat in case of 
failure, pointea out to the General, oV 
other omcei-s commandintj divisions ? 

A. I never fceard of any such' place 
being appointed. 

Q. Do you know the effective strength 
of the 36th and 88th regmients, compos- 
mg your brigade, on the morning of the 
march into the town ? 

A. The two regiments could not have 
exceeded one thousand men. Of those 
that entefed the town, the 36th was about 
Si* himdred, and the 88th between three 
and four hundred rank and file. * 

Cross-examined hy General H^Mtelocke, 

Q. Was not every proper exertioi^ 



made to increase and render effective 
the cavalry, during my stay at Monte 
Video? 

A. With respect to procuring the 
horses, it certainlv was. With respect 
to procuring cpm for them, I also believe 
it so. 

Q. Had your brigade any longer dis* 
tance to march than the other brigades, 
except on the 2d ; and did not the main 
body of ^he army march a greater dis^ 
tance on the Jst? 

A. That is a cjuestion I cannot answer, 
for I did^not know where the main divi* 
sion was on the night of the ^Otb. 

Examinrd bi/ the Court 

Q. Did yoii see or otherwise know 
the contents of the letter fromLieutenalit- 
general Whitelocke, to Major-general 
Gower, on the 2d of July ? 

A. I never saw any such letter, nor 66 
I know the contents of it, except as t 
have already ^tated, that on the 3d hp 
saicf he had authority from tlie Lieutcs 
nant-general to proceed. 

Q. Did the men of your brigade lan4 
with blankets and great-coats, and did 
they brhig both these articles with therii 
into the suburbs of Buenos Ayres ? 

A. They did land with them, but frorti 
the 1st of the month on the march to^ 
wards Reduction, before we arrived at 
that place, the men were onlcred to. 
throw away their blankets and great- 
coats, much about the time that General 
Gower told me that Ke intended to crdss 
the Chuelo that night 

Q. Did the men of your brigade fall 
back, or appear exhausted during the 
march on the 29th and 30th of June? 

A. Certainly not on the 29th ; the 30lh 
was a short march. 

Q. What was the strength of the ca- 
valry regiments per troop, that landed at 
the Ensinada ? ' 

A. The whole eight troops amounted 
to about 550 rank and file. It is im- 
possible to say exactly, for they were 
not then under my command. 

Q. When you were ordered to hea<^ 
quarters on the 4th luly, to receive di- 
rections for the attaick, did you consider 
yourself called upon *to give lah opinioQ 
on the plan proposed, and did you eXf 
press your approoation of it? ' • 

A. I certainly never considered* my- 
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pelf ID any way called upon to give an 
opipiop on the plan of attack, except, as 
I before said, as to the time ; ^or did I 
jsver express my approbation of it. 

Q. How long were the horses on 
board ship, for what period were they 
provisioned, and in what condition wer« 
tbey disembarked ? 

A. Most of them were on board from 
the; 2d and 3d of June till the day of 
disembarkation on the 28th. They 
were provisioned for three weeks ; but I 
was afterwards given to understand by 
the Quarter-master-general that the sup* 
ply was increased. With respect to the 
disembarkation I cannot speak, as they 
V^ere no longer under my command. 

Q. How long were they on i)oard be^ 
fore the main body em})arked at Mpnte 
Video? 

A. To that question I cannot speak 
1ft ith any certainty, except as to the 1 7th 
dragoons. We embarked previous to 
the 8th, part of which day was employed 
in embarking troops and stores. The 
last of the 9th light dragoons were not 
embarked till the 19th. 

Q. Yoti have said that it was com- 
pletely dark when you joined General 
fcrauujrd's corps on the 2d, and that 
your men were exhausted when they 
came up. Was your brigade, at the 
time of your junction, in a condition to 
support an immediate attack on the 
town, if made by General Craufurd's bri- 
gade, or was there sufficient time for it ? 

A. It is impossible to sav what fur- 
ther exertions the spirits of such men 
^vould have enabled tnem to make. By 
that time they were much exhausted. 
What assistance they could have given 
would cer.ainly have been very ineffi- 
cient, having been marching ten or 
twelve hours without any thing to eat. 
If the attack had been made, it must of 
pourse have been a night attack. 

Z'fut.'CoI. Uoyd sworn and examined, 

Q. Did you command tlie 17th light 
dragoons on the expedition under Lieu- 
tenant-generalWhitclockeagainstBuenos 
Ayres? 

A. I was nominally appointed to corn- 
mand four troops, consisting of 40 men 
each, mounted, with their proportion of 
offi^cers. At Monte Video* 1 command- 
ed the whole regiment. 
• Q. State the efieiptlve strength of that 



regiment in men and horses, and the ar- 
ticles of cavalry appointments. 

A. On the 1st of May we had 224 
mo\mted, the remainder were dismount- 
ed, amoiuUing altogether to about 59S 
rank and file, m different cantonments in 
and about Monte Video. 

Q. State the proportion for service as 
to cavalry equipments. 

A. They were cquipt as well as the 
nature of the service woukl allow : those 
appointments pot in use were in the 
stores at Monte Video. 

Q. Were there cavalry appointment* 
in store at Monte Video for the whole of 
the regiment ? 

A. There were, complete. 

Q. Was any part of the articles of 
equipment made away with at any ttn»e } 

A. There were some which were or- 
dered to be disposed of. 

Here General Whitelocke objected to 
this evidence, upon the grounds that the 
charges were relative to the attack upon 
Buenos Ayres, and not to any previoua 
transactions: that this question was 
wholly irrelevant to the subject matter 
pnder enquiry. / 

Judge Advocate. T^** This is a point 
that the Qourt arc to decide upon. If it 
appears in their judgment that these 
stores had been^m property made away 
with, it will be for them to'consider and 
enquire by whose order they were so 
made away with. It does api>ear to mc 
that in Lieutenant-general Whitelock^s 
making preparations at Monte Video for 
thai expedition, this transaction might 
have come under his direction : this evi- 
dence goes to shew that these stores, 
which were provided for the expedition, 
were disposed of in an improper man- 
ner. This certainly is a question com- 
pletely relevant to the subject matter of 
these charges ; and \ am at a loss to 
know how this objection can avail, the 
Court having already decidedlhat every 
thing relative to the preparations for tha^ 
expedition should be matter of evidence. 

The Court was then cleared for a shor^ 
time ; and on the business beinsr again 
resumed, it was intimated to General 
Whitelocke that the objectbn was over- 
ruled. The question was accordingly 
repeated. 

A. There were some articles of ca- 
valry appointments disposed bf by order 
of firigaoier^S^Qefal Lumiey^ 
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Q. Can you state the amount of tbe 
articles made away with ? 

A. 1 cannot state them exactly. There . 
were ten sets of appoiotments^ boots, &c« 
for which there were not men eifective, 
^nd were sucli as we cquld not then 
want. 1 wished them to be sent to Eng- 
land for the Colonel of the regiment 
They were to go ; find 1 selected some 
for that purpose : but from the hurry to 
embark I had not time to dispose of 
them, and ap officer was, left in charge of 
some of them, where they lay in the 
street. General Gower, as was report- 
ed to me, desired the officer to leave 
them th^re, or he would put him under 
an arrest. A quantity of cloaks, swords, 
carbines. Sec, were lett behind, not being 
allowed to take tiiem with us. I gave an or- 
der that they should be eith^ sent to 
England, or disposed of at Montevideo. 
Q. Might they not.liave been left in 
the stores at Monte Video ? 

A I know of no reason why they might 
not have been left there. I ' believe that 
they were turned out in consequence, of 
tlie order before mentioned, as I imder- 
stood that Gen.Whitelocke wished to have 
every thing disposed of beyond the effec- 
tive strength of the regiment, and tiiat 
V there should be no more baggage re- 
maining with the army tlian was suffi- 
cient for tlie effective force. 

Q. After quitting Monte Video the 
command oi^ the cavalry fell on you. 
State the effective strength of your re- 
giment in men and horses, then* equip- 
ments, &c. on the landing at Barragon on 
the28thof June. ' 

A. 1 was desired to send a detachment 
with the advance under Major-general 
. Gpwer. The regiment consisted of three 
captains, nine subalterns, ei^ht seijeant«, 
one hundred and twenty-siK rank and 
file, and one hundred and eighty-seven 
horses ; two horses died in the village, 
and several were lost in disembarking. 
The dismoimted consisted of four troops, 
four hundred and sixty-one rank and 
file, with a field oljicer. Forty men of 
tiie mounted and the dismounted were 
not disembarked till the next day. Of 
the mounted cavalry two troops were 
Ordered to be dismounted, tlieir saddles 
sent back to the ships, and ordered to 
put themselves under the direction of 
the Commissariate, to carry provisions, 
or sick or wounded^ as occasion should 



require. The remainder, about thirty 
mounted, joined at the heights of Barra- 
gon, and I believe I saw no more of them 
aifter. On my coming to Barragon I 
was ordered by General Whitelocke to 
remain there for a particular duty, to su- 
perintend the getting of provisions for 
his column that was to march that day. 
The J 7th dragoons were ordered to re- 
maip with Lieutenant-Colonel Mahon, 
and the 9th to go on with the General, 
in consequence of which I became part 
of Colonel Mahon's brigade. The re- 
niaiuder of the dragoons went forward 
under Generals Whitelocke and Gower, 
except the tlurty men I had with me. 
Ten of these were sent forward afterwards 
with a dispatch to Reduction, where 
they arrived on the 2d or 3d? 

Q. On what day did Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Mahon's brigade arrive at Reduc- 
tk)n? 

A* I think on the first, but atn not 
positive. 

Crosi-examined hy General Whitelocke, 

Q. Was it not from the public store- 
houses that the stores were ordered to be 
removed by General Lumley ? 

A. They were in cantonments be* 
longing tatbe garrison given to the 17th 
dragoons by Sir Samuel Achmuty, for 
the purpose of keeping their appoint- 
ments in. 

Q. Were there any return of those 
stores made at head-quarters, or any ap- 
pUcatk>n made for indemnity for their 
loss? 

A. Yes. J myself ^ve in a returO| 
and made snch application. 

Adjourned until to-morrow. 



ELEVENTH DAY, 

WEPNESDAY, FEB. 10* 

Tlie Court being met, pursuant to ad- 
journment, Sir Samuel Auchmuty, was 
sworn and examined. The two first 
charges being read — 

Judge Advocate. — ** State to the 
Court, as particularly as you can, the 
operations of the army under Deutenant- 
general Whitelocke, uppn the expedition 
against Buenos Ay res, from the period 
ot the General's arrival at Monte Video, 
to the close of the 4th of July, pr«viofl| 
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to the attack ppon the town, as far as the 
same came within your knowledge. 

A. General Whitelocke tended un- 
expectedly at Monte Video, on the night 
of the 10th of May. The next morn- 
ing he requested 1 would consult with 
^lajor-gcneral Gower, relative to the 
military affairs of the expeditran. Be- 
fore I could communicate with General 
Gower, he liad assumed a command 
over the troops, and issued orders. From 
that day until the army was brigaded, 
whidi was a few days before we embark- 
ed for Buenos Ayres, I had no particu- 
lar conunand or interference with the 
troops at head -quarters, except twice, 
when the army was- under arms, I was 
requested to take the command of the 
infantry. Two days after the generals 
landed I was requested to accompany 
General Gower to examine all the ships 
in the harbour, and to select those which 
appeared fit for the navigation of the 
river. With these exceptions, to the 
best of my recollectbn, 1 was not con- 
sulted or employed in any arrange- 
ments, civil or military, respecting 3ie 
equipments for taking the field ; but in 
matters respecting the outposts of the 
army I was generally consulted. I was 
frequently privy to conversations at 
head-quarters, as to the practicability of 
carrying into effect the expedition at 
that advanced season of the year, as well 
as the most advisable place for tiie army 
to land, A landing above the town it 
was evident would be attended with the 
fewest difficulties, but it was doubtful if 
the channel would admit our approach. 
The assisttant ^luaiter-master-general 
had been dispatched previous to the Ge- 
neral's arrival with proper naval officers 
to examine the banks of the river, and 
upon his return the Quarter-master-ge- 
ueral, Lie<utenant-Colonel, Bourke was 
also sent up ; and I understood from his 
report that it was nearly impracticable to 
land above the town. 1 was also present 
at the examination of many persons who 
were well acquainted with tne country, 
and knew the town ; and from what I 
could collect it was very difficult, but 
not impracticable, to pass the morass be- 
tween the river and the heights at any 
season of the year ; and the General as- 
sured me that, without any difticnlty, he 
coald throw a bridj^e over the Chuelo. 



FVom this I concluded he intended to 
land bdow the town, but I was not privy 
to Ws final determination. When the 
troops under General Craufurd arrived, 
I intimated to the General that I con- 
ceived that a mild, but a firm, letter to 
the government of Buenos Ayres might 
be attended with good conseauences^ and 
I offered to carry it myself. The Ge- 
neral approved of the idea, and request- 
ed I would make out a draft of one. He 
afterwards approved of it, but thou^t it 
advisable to delay any summons till he 
should appear before' the town. I was 
unacquainted with any further steps 
taken to induce the enemy by negocia- 
tion to surrender the town. On the l^th 
of June I embarked for Colonia with the 
troops lately arrived from the Cape. I 
was to take the command there until the 
rest of the troops came up, but I had no 
particular instructions respecting that 
post. Having a k)ng passage. General 
Gower arrived there the same day (the 
24th of June) ; and when I waited on 
him the next morning he was dismant- 
ling the works, intending to evacuate the 
place, which was effected the following 
day, and the troops there sailed to join 
the Admiral, who came to an anchor that 
afternoon off the Ensinada. Orders 
were issued for the light and my brigade 
to land the next morning ; but many of 
the ships of my brigade had not yet 
joined, nor was it possible to notify to 
them all the orders 1 received. As th« 
night was rainy, the landing was not 
effected until the next moniing, the 28th. 
The troops then landed w ith three days 
provisions ready dres ed. My brigade 
consisted of the 5th, the 38th,"and 87th 
regiments, about 2000 rank and file. 
The two latter inured to the climate and 
service, in hi^h order, and with every 
necessary equipment for the field,, ex- 
cept, like the rest of the army, they 
landed without camp equipages or camp 
kettles, llie 5th had just arrived with 
General Craufurd, also in high order 
and equipment. A strong brigade df 
artillery was to have been attached to 
me, but it never joined. Immediately 
upon my landing the 38th and 87th were 
detached from me, and I was left with 
the 5th at a batterj' near the landing- 

{)lace. No opposition was made to the 
anding, nor dia wesee any of the enemy. 
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The next mommg I marched with the 
General, and the main hody of the army, 
to the heights about iive miles through ^ 
flat country, a great |>art of which wae 
under water ; in some places two or three 
feet deep, and intersected with very deep 
swamps, through which we inarched the 
greatest part of tlie day, and the troops 
were much fatigued. I'he principal ear^ 
4^aHcia, or country house, where we 
halted, was not abamloned, but what ia- 
formation the General got there I am ^^ 
norant of. A few of the enemy^s horse 
reconnoitred us fn this position. The 
38th and 87th had been left at this posi- 
tion, and now joined us. The line was 
ordered to march at nine o*clock on the 
30th; but as Reduction was two long 
inarches from us, and the mea had but 
one day's provision in their knapsacks, 
after the severity of the march, and be- 
ing up to tjieir middles in water, I ob- 
served to the General that 1 was more 
apprehensive from want of provisions 
than from the enemy ; and afterwards, 
. upon his expressing some disappointment 
respecting the Commissariate, and re- 
marking that he must be Commissary as 
well as General, I took the liberty of 
saying to him, that if a General did not 
himself attend to the tsupplies of his 
troops, they would often want provisions. 
Previous to the march this day, a flock 
of sheep had been discovered, and 
brought in to our camp, but it was so 
late before it could be secured, that few 
of the men had taken mere than ope 
day's consumption of meat, and many 
not so much. They carried it unox^ed^ 
^ith some biscuit, not eoual to a day's 
consumption. My brigaoe came to tl^ 
ground at Roderigo's house before sun- 
set. I was sent between three and four 
miles in advance with the carbineers, the 
dismounted of the 9th dragoons, and 
part of the 95th. We arrived at our 
ground about dusk. The march this 
day and the next was on rismg ground 
with a fine turf, intersected every two or 
three miles with swamps and creeks, 
some of them very difficult to pass, and 
all of them deep tor the troops to wade 
through, who were nevery dry during tlie 
march. Many horsemen made their ap- 
pearance this day, and at night there was 
some firing at my pickets. The next 
day (the 1st,) my division was under 



arms at day;)[>reak, waiting for the reaff 
who arrived about eight o'clock: they 
were to have joined me much sooner, 
and we again marched. I pressed the 
General to let me march without waiting 
for him* as the march was long^ andl 
conceived that botii divisions would move 
with more ease, and come sooner to their 
groimd sq>arated th^m united. This the 
General would ;iot permit, observing, 
that he wished to accustom the troops 
to march with regularity- The march 
taken the preceding da^ had been much 
impeded by frequent halts. We arrived 
2t Reduction by dusk. Most of the 
troops had meat issued to them in tlie 
course of the evening. We saw many 
of the enemy's horsemen in the course 
of the day ; but the few houses we 
passed bckh yesterday and this day, as 
well as the village d Reduction, were 
abandoned. Parties were ordered to 
Point Quilmes to bri^g i^ provision, 
as the communication with the shipping 
was now restored, and butchers were 
sent early in the morning to ptepare 
meat for the men. On retmrning irom 
reconnoitring the next niioming, I waited 
■ on the Gejieral, and expressedmy hope 
..that he would rest the troops at least th»t 
day; that they were nearly exhaiTsted, 
and the advance corps, from the number 
they had left;at Reduction, appeared still 
more so. Thje General replied, that it 
woiild depend upon a letter from Ge- 
neral Gower, and soon after I was or- 
dered to beat to arms; and we left the 
meat then ready to be cut up and distri- 
buted on the ground. I agam intimated 
to the General that the troops were with- 
out provisions, and his reply was — ** dcui't 
you see it is going to rainr'' As the troops 
did not march immediately, I still hoped 
they would take some of tte meat in their 
haver sacks; but they were, 4)re vented, 
I understand, by the ordem of the Ge- 
neral. We were ordered to mar<^ from 
oqr rightj by the grand road feading to 
,the aovauce corps, but immediately be- 
fore we mdved I was informed the 
route was changed, and we. marched fipom 
ovir left by teno'ck>ck. The first part 
of the march was gpod, but we after- 
wards got into low swampy gyomid, 
which was very di^eult to pass, and the 
men had to v/me a loog way through the 
water* Between two amd tluree o'clock. 
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tUlMEduitehr sd^ffp' fi(a?ii^ the dvi^aiiip^ 
the G«ijiH»ii salt for me t&tbf^frm^i and 
adced my epioidif about ptoc^dfeg. 
Pe otoewcd that th)e guide hot^ deceived 
him ; that the ford of the Chudo wait 
it3», hf his atcooQt, maay lakltds €fff; 
that thiere watno diance of readiisg' il 
htfyte datk % ^st he had seeureilcaMM 
for the trolls; and that where he thcM 
was there was a sufficiency of fite^wood 
lb <<ook filer m)S»& FroM^tkit statfement^ 
dbdkno^iiiag'tbe troofM w^e cottplecd^ 
i»chaitttwd^ 1 was decidedly of opinien 
M l|ad better hole wbere' we werex i 
must here obserVe that it was then about 
tl»ree(^dfodk, andttte daf doted at fi¥e. 
Flefttyof ibeat^aiidba)rad«hr^b^ead, 
Were issued to the troops, liie trdofi 
Were rather discontented) a»d at nly tug- 
giisftibo an ord^ was'i^ed by the Ge- 
lifeyai^ eiKM>ura||li»g tliem to do their dut]^ 
cheerfully. Iil'the ef entog we heard the 
firiiig'of the advance corps, andtlie €^6► 
neml appeared to be o^treinelir uneasy 
atidie airicwaitl^ltoatieii in which he w^ 
puiced» He asked my opinion whethi^r 

.^ycodcdi^ General €tewer was sttffi-^ 
cientty strong tto resist the enemy?' f 
mswered, that unle^ he attranced intp 
the town, I was pehuaded tfeere was nd 
(&ager> whatever mimbersukiight obp6se 
bim. His appeaied^ micire satis^ with 
Ibis ueHia^i.^distHd b<^ hadsd'Mdi an 
opinion of General Gower, he thoof^ h^ 
wodtd not attempt the ti9wn ^iUfout 
himl We marched agm an* hour be5m 
iby-nght, en the morning' of the 9d: tiM 
eoodiry we passed tbroi^ wa»lo«i^, and 
at times swampy; it wa» rainfaig then^ 
tad had been iiiimng part of the night, 
and had there been much more, it Would 
have rendered the way knpassable. 
H^itt noon we came to a fsrd ia the 
Hver Chueloy IMrt did not passf it. We 
6(K)* c^me to a second, which we did 
pass; it was narrow, btit deep; and in 
some |ilac<s nearly fiw ftei Nbtlong 
after. )>etween two^ and th^ee o^itoek, 
we coiftmunicaled with General Gower^ 
md my brigade was ordered to tabea 
posy^on^ wkh my right iohring C^eifer^ 
JLumley's lef^, and extending towards the 
(JOBfentoftheRecoNtflt. Olrapproaching 
It, I found that General Lumley's bri^kde 
hnd rettFed, aid theeiiemy^» light troops 
had'aK^^aiKedtoit. Ifofmedmybriga^ 

, fe» Ike rear # tbe poslfioni and reeea- 



ttditred it, and wbiEtti th^ trobps dir mf 
xidit wfere ptepdmed io regain their po^ 
Mibi^ Fadrai^cedrandobcupied'it. Sdm« 
of'titt e&eikiy'^ shot reaciied the hue 
both bc9bie and^ we w««f ad^anehigk 
it wn dkic by the timie the brigidi was 
formed, and tie rabr fdl in tbrrentsi 
The^menr were sh^MerM' m houMsi and 
tedshred anallowtoeeof biseuitand some 
Kqnor. There web much fifing dudng 
%tt night atthe ont^fosts}. Whbh I en* 
deawouMd to prevent, as^ from the le^ 
norte whiclk reached m^ I had reascfn t<» 
believe there wek*e i^, if mf, dt tb» 
eiitoijr ^»pro<idiedi .fi^oiy the neid 
motyng ^ foftttd thie edem^ hsid g^ 
round TAf left flink^ aiid were in eontik- 
d t'tn tt K' number in my rdar, I moved 
thd IVth on my left to therear^ and afteir 
some fifing the enemy retired: It ^MH 
no^mfitr ten' o^docl^ and a di'^gooti in^ 
fomted me that tiM'Gene^ waft waitiod 
for m^ at hdaA ^art^rs*; and onva^ air^ 
mnl. tiicrer th^ Oedetsal' iitforniedr tttn 
thatr the pritidpnl officem of the umf 
iMd been waitu^ foi" me abddt twt» 
hour»: andunoniave^^gtititniitappearid 
thM <]^«ner8rG<)wet^» alddeK^an^ had 
been sent to m^ ^ da^^^it^ tuit Wd« 
takei* pHseiK^ on Misr mt$, I found the 
General'aiidthe fleldKimeet% in poss^ 
sion of apian of attack^ which wtistis be 
earried itfb> ejo^idton at twelve c^elocla 
it was «k[italMd to m# by Lieutenant 
colonel Bourke, who had a plan df tbe 
town before hmii I ebeenred that'the 
regiments of myb^^e wertf totally im* 
aeqcraintedwith the inteiided'attBt^k, and 
i apprehended there would not be th^e 
\f> c^ommUDicajte it tn^ them, and nia)^ 
the necessary arraUfffmeiits fbr darryilfg 
it into ekecUti<ki. I also observe«l, hav- 
ing previotwly c^ntersed with some of 
the principal officers, that mtdHlavwas 
an improper tbfle to march UirougH the 
streets' of a populous' dty> and I slietM 
conceive wie sheuld p^etratef further, 
withoiit serious' Id^, if we deferrto t*i« 
attack till day^r^^ next momhigi Tfie 
General mentioned tins proposit^dn \4 
General Oower^ The room beuig*cl*iN 
ed of all die ofRters, except the Gcnertil 
and Ueutenant-'colonel Fade, Gen^i^al 
Gower acquiesced m tiie propriety oTit^ 
being deferred. An officer was copyttig 
the general order for the attack, but Ge-^ 
ner^ Gower observed that thfere was^lan 
I > 
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tlteiatiun to be made in them, tnd> he 
i^ould send me a correct copy in an hour, 
and which I recdved in the coune of the 
aftenM)on. I left bead quarters with the 
Deputy Quarter-mastarfgeneral, ^«ho 
was to point out to me the heads of the 
streets that my bri^pde was to occupy ; 
but we received the intelligence, that the 
f nemy was coming out of the town in 
force, and I repaired to my brigaile> and 
soon after was ordered to retire tp the 
reari in hopes of enticing tlie enemy to 
advance. \Ve remained under arma the 
principal part of the day, and when the 
brigade re-occupied their ground, the 
Deputy Quarter-master general pointed 
out to me the different stteets through 
which the columns were to penetnle* 
i then explained to the field officers the 
routes of theti^ columns, and gate direc* 
tions for their being properly placed in 
thne the uext oioroii^; and I desired 
Jthem to seiuT for the tools that had been 
ordered. By this time it was dark, and 
'Crec^uently during the night it waa report'^ 
ed to me that attempts had been made 
to obtain the tooU without success^ I 
obtained a few however torn the houses, 
we were in possession of. 

Q. What information^ do jm kaow, 
did General Whitelocke receive of the 
strength of the enem^ ; the nature of his 
entreoclimentSf and his mean^ and dispo- 
sitioa to resist, on his arrival at Monte 
Video? 

A. In my commtmi^ation with Gene* 
tjiX Whitelocke on his arrival, I act 
quaintf^i hUa that the inhabitants were 
so implacable against us, I could gaiullittle 
information from Buenos Ayres, and that 
little was not to be depended upon ; that 
General Beresford had better means of 
infbrmation than it was in my power i0 
pbtam, and h^ had informed me that the 
number of regular trooHps which the 
enemy possessed were tew, and their 
General by no means a maa of ability ; 
ihat they had a large body of men in 
arms, and a powerful train of artillery. 
I )was unac(|uainted with their intentions 
or plans for the defence of the town, not 
am I acquainted with any particular m- 
Kirmation the General afterwards ob« 
lairyd* 

Q. Haviiig stated that on the arrival 
of uemrai Craufurd you proposed to 
Oeuenfil Whitdocke to send a mild but; 



firm letter to the St>ainliai Gomniandef; 
have you kept a copy of that letter ? 

A. 1 have not: {destroyed the drafts 
but 1 suppose the OeneraTs secretary 
hasacmyy of it. 

Q. You have stated that jfki went 
from Monte Video to Cobnia^ do you 
know whether all the stores and horses 
were brought from thence^ or what were 
left? 

AM am totally unacqusnnted with 
every thing that was done at Colonia, 
except that the ordnance was destroyed 
and &rown into the river, and the place 
evacuated. 

Q. Why was Colonia first ctiosen as 
the ptece of rendezvous, and afterwardi 
abambaed? 

A. I do not know* 

Q. WoukI not the possession of Co* 
lon'a have given a commanding influ- 
ence on the left bank of the Plata, of 
great unportanee to the operations ia 
whk:h the army might be expected to 
be engaged after the surrender of Buenoi 
Ayres ? 

A< Cofonia was the only fortified post 
on the left bank of the river above 
Monte Vkleo, and consequently musi 
always be of importance. 

Q. You stated that a strong brij^ 
of artillery was to have been attach^ to 
your eoips. Can you tdl why it never 
joined? 

Al I know not that the General had 
any particular reason for leaving It 1u 
tW rear i but from the rapkU ty cf our 
man^ In obedience to iht orders, it was 
hardly^ possible it could }oin. 

Q. What artillery had you with your 
bri^wle? 

A. I had none -with m^ brigade. 

Ct Can ;Vou tell how it happened that 
your brigade and the main body of the 
army were in want of bread and spirits so 
early as the 29th? 

A. The ^$cttlty of bringing spirits 
across the 9wamp sufikientiy accounts 
for it. I have already said that the troops 
manched on tlie 2«ih, with three days 
provisions, and I apprehend much of the 
biscuit must have been destroyed ia 
wading through the water. on the 28tb 
and 99th. 

Q. What became of the pmvlsions 
landed at the Bnsimtda for the army ? 

Au I cannot tell; but o» the morning 
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of the doth J have satid there was some 
iMscuit. 

Q. Is the Court to understand that 
from the evening of the S8th to the 30th, 
no provisions were issued from the Com- 
missariate } 

A. None, except that some of the re- 
giments Had meat from the country, is- 
sued by the Commissariate. 

Q. Can you state what qu^tity of 
spirits was issued to the main body of the 
anny during the march from the E^ 
imajda to Reduction ? 

A. My brigade received liquor the 
99th ^ncl the 30th, but at no other time. 

Q. If there iiad been more mounted 
dragoons to scour the country, would 
not the country have afforded an ample 
supply of provisions for the army ? 

A. Most certainly: with t^ assistance 
pf the natives, who alone can drive the 
cattle. 

Q. Was any, and what number of 
U>sO'men accompanying the army ? 

A. Wc had some, but 1 do not know 
whether they accompanied the main 
bod\' or the advance. 

Q. Do you know of any orders having 
been given, or means taken, by General 
Whitelocke on this subject ? 

A. An order was issued on the 28th, 
forbidding the troops, on any account, 
from taking provisions themselves with- 
out paying for them, as arrangements 
had been made with the Commissary- 
general for supplyhig the troops in the 
lidd. 

Q. You have stated, that some provi- 
sions were got from the fleet a( Point 
Quilmes. Would there have been any 
difficulty in procupng such a supply from 
the fleet as the army required m the 
same manner, and by the same means of 
communication ? 

A. It certainly could have b^en ob- 
tained, but not without difficulty, for it 
must be brought over a morass about 
two miles. 

Q. Do you know whether any provi- 
sions were obtained from the fleet at 
Point Quilmes for the use of the army ? 

A. I concluded there were, as parties 
were sent there to receive provisions. 

Q. Do you know wliether Geners^l 
Whitelocke received any, and wl)at in^ 
formation .at HeductkMiy on the position 
jM>d strength of t)ie enemy on tJie ChueW? 



^. I do not. 

Q. You have said, that on returning 
from reconnoitring the General told you 
his march would depend upon a letter 
from General Gower, can you state any- 
more particulars of the conversation you 
had with General Whitelocke previous 
to your march on the morning of th0 

A. I recollect no further than I have 
already stated ; but 1 am certam the con- 
versation ended with the General's r(> 
mark that it was going to rain. 

Q. What hour was It? 

A. About nine o^clock. 

Q. Did you know before this conver- 
sation that General WhitekKke bad dis* 
patched any letter or order to General 
Gower? 

A. I did not. The Court will recoK 
lect that there were two conversations : 
the first as to the letter from General 
Gower; afterwards the order to beat tp 
arms, when I tnentkmed the troops were 
without provisions. 

Q. Did General Whitelocke, at ano^ . 
ther conversation which you stated you. 
bad with him that morning, infbrm you 
of the purport of the letter which he told 
you he had sent to General Gower ? 

A. The General pever told me he sent 
a letter; whiit I con<;luded was^ that he 
expected one. 

This question and answer were iivitb* 
drawn. 

Q. Did General Whitelocke make 
any, and what observation, when you 
mentwned the exhausted state of the 
main body of the army, and of the ad- 
vance corps, which you indeed of from 
the number found at Reduction? 

A, I do Dot remember any particular 
remark he may have made. 

Q. You stated that you were desired 
to beat to arms ; do you know whether 
the General in the inter\'al had received 
any letter from General Grower? 

A. I do not. 

Q. I understand from your evidence 
that when the drum beat to ^rms, you 
represented to the General the exhausted 
pt^te of the army, ^d the want of provi- 
sions. 'When he replied ii was going to 
rain, did he or did he not say any tmng 
of any information he had received Uov^ . 
General Gower? 

A.*Hedidno|, 
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Q. What sort of weather was t ^ 
A. The ni|^of the Ist we b^d afew 
^4rops of win ; the 2<l was vefy <:Ioudy, 
^with the appearaace of heavy raio. It 
did rain i little in il|e afternoon, ai|d 
,^^\^ about two p*clock in th^ morning 
o. the 3d. 
,. X^. Tpuhavestated that the first order 
for march was ftom the right, and was 
^erw^s ^Im?^ to the 1^ can yop 
.itats .the re^n of this change ? 

4* I enquired of the Dqpvityl^uarter- 
master-genera.!, ium) was inforoed by 
him that the ^ide h^ prwdsed to kad 



woHid tev^ m^i^^ m^ (wtbpr, 



Q. Whitw^f^qavsepf ttrdtem^ 
tent among the troops you befoie «i- 
Iqdedto^ 

A. It oriffiibted m tlweir v^ p^mg 
\foodwith the facility tbey wished^ to 
cook their provisions, 

Q. You h^% stated th^t yoy were 
sunmiOQed to attend at head airaiters on 
the 4tb ; was that s^immons tfie first ior 
.^imation you had of the plan of attack? 

A* i he first iptfoatioii I had of tiie 
olan of attack, w^s after I arnv«d a^ 
bead qu^rtpi-s iu jcainet|[«ef)ce of that 
junimons. 

Q, Can you tell whather mr* mi 
what measures were \9k^ by Mea«ra) 
Whitelpc^Le on the 3d> ajud^eiose of tb« 
4tb. towards eu$|iriDg success to the at? 
tack upgp the to^n, by brtng^ag up arr 
iillery, or by any oMieraMfKis? 

^ I have giv^ in evidepw:^ every 
thing I know upon the subject, 

9. Wquld not liie position ^ the Rer 
colita, having sequred the i^ift flank d^ 
ypur brigade, ^litated the €^ia6aiis 
of the army, and Ukeijivise in openmg a 
communicatipn with the fleet \ 

A. i Imiow not tioir i^f it would have 
been advisable to bsve detached '9^ coipt 
to the RecoIi^9. Certainly a commMoi^ 
ca^Q could not b^ve b^ Wi|»tm>eii 
unless pait of th^ line were m9rc^e4 
mor^ to the left. 

Q. Would pot ? position on the &%• 
coTita b^e beea tbougbl advisable iw 
producing H^ a^vantagiea sta(^ ip th^ 
last question? 

A- It certainly ipould, if it b|4 fieen 
a^pported. 

Q. Was the station la wUchtbe Cap. 
mapder in Chief was tp be fou^ dufli^ 
the attack pn the |ith notified in ¥PA^X9i 
or otherwise, to the Gmeiato iod Mdr 
pflicers of the army ? 

A. It'wasnot aot^ed tp mf« 

Q. Were the ppintsof retreat, if f«f 
treat became aeeesi^iry, aptifitd inctrr 
ders, or otherwise, to me Oeneiala asidi 
f^r fiel4-ofiicers of ^ anny ? 

A. It never was aatjfipd to^ote. 

Q, pavp you any otbar infcnxi»t]im 
to give the Court on tlirsubiectof the 
charges yon have haai4 reao, doMnn to 
the pencKi of H^ cl^ qf tha 4tb q| 

A, IcaiM|fi«c4U<aim6Aaayotti0rii>t 
formatif^ni 
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<2# pi4 If^ J^ S'tve to Geseral 
1¥iHM^id(«« 09 bis «n:iFal at Moate Vir 
41m, qtoms pfthfTJ i^a: jron had witUn 
|o tbe ^«)^et«r^ <tf iBta^« giviog an ao 
fimXof ^ em^VTf, ao4 tSie we^ ae* 

(t Wie mir 4)^uiioD Um9i of the dtfr* 
|)Oliti«Bi of ti]^|pM)H«ntv««d tbe£arce 
^(res^ury ^ eoaquer ,aod keep tfaai 
pouDtr^, altered by aty subsei^ent ob- 
l^rvsation; aad if it wmt inrwisai retpect? 

A. My opiiuoii remained uoaitem, 

Q» Waa wi eipxy prepaatioii made, 
jpd arraiigeiii^t cmmeted, ob iiearipg 
|bat Geoerat Craulufdrva$ in. the mer, 
io order that no tine ^hauld b« lost as 
toon as he joined, and $tores and hocaes 
;probarked ae fur as was praetkable, 

A, PrenanaHons were m^de, and 

teeamrked» I bare already nieor 
how fiur I vat fion^uited on ^hese 
omMiations* 

<t How bng waaOaatral Crauted 
detained by contrary winds in the 
fiyer, b^fiire he. anrtved at Monte Vi* 
deo? ^ 

A. I heard tha^ Admira) Murray was 
leen in the river on the 30th May: he 
came to'^ncbor at Mo«t9 Video oo the 

Q^ CooNderinglheitateofthetfMfM 
pn the march, wet all day, in iwampe 
Ihey bad to cross, did die convenience 
nf nrei^eod appear to ypM to be neces* 

A. ForcAokmgabfobittly necessary, 
f^ diying th/e men most desirable. 

Q, Could the men have foand any 
p%r plactl of balltng, where fiiel could 
pe pmeured, im^ ^ the to^bouses, 
;ttd wer» no| their manohing apd baiting, 
19 sooie n^asunt^ r^gu^ledi by the sHua? 
^^iheiie houses I 

At Fuel couldonly have been found 
at th|s£ifianrbo|uei» and the march and 
|Ul^ig» were nogiil^ted by these consi* 
dmitw. 

Q. Could ve have pr^eufedthjseon* 
yenience' if the army b|4 ^f^^Wf^^ ^ 
natallel columns ? 

A. I saw few or no h(^use$ on our left 
^9idC| beia$ tt^e only Ui^e v^ whipb ^vir 



iwlama coidd baire inaidie£ On om 
sigM was a smnnp. . 

Q. Could we, oQoetdering aH the c«» 
rumstaDoes, tb^ nature <>f the ground, 
and the state of the troops, have roarcbeA 
wkh ipneater ra|Mdky, or arrived sooaerp 
witbe«it disnfetsing the men } 

A. I do not think we coqM h»9^ 
matched to Eaduction sooner withoiA 
idistressinff the men, although, perhs^ 
they nu|^ have come to ^etr groim4l 
«mner on each day*s march, without dis- 
tressing them, if we had not halted so 
IreoueBtiy on each day's march. 

Q* Had I not repeatedly expressdl 
my apprebensioa asto the riMn setting in, 
Jim my anxiety to get into the vicinity 
of the town, and put the men under co« 
ver ? 

A. The General frequently expressed 
his M>prei)ensions of the rain setting in, 
and I have no doubt he also expressed 
bis anxiety to get the men under cover 
in the vicinity of the town, although ( 
do not particularly recollect it* 

Q. u tb^ strength would have d« 
lowed them to press forward and reacb 
the vicinity of the toWn, could not the 
commissariate have pirocured a^ plentiful 
supply for the army nrom the cattle ta)^eii 
mtibe country^ • ' ' 

A. There k no doubt but ca^le might 
have been had in abundance, ^th pror 
per precautiotts. 

Q. As soon as ^ bad t9|ken Buenok 
Aym, could we not immediately have 
occupied Colonia I 

A* Most certainly. 

Q, Would it have been advisable to 
have diminished the strength of the anhy 
by leaving a large body (? n^en, in order 
t0 maintam Cdouia, while the army 
imoeoded against Buenos Ayres, or 
would it have been safe to have left % 
•maU detachment there \ 

A* Colonb, fisqm its situs^tion and de- 
Cences» did not require any large body 
tol^eleftattb^ttime, 

fU^mm^n^ kff ike /ud^e Jiveeate, 

Q. In answer to a question by Gene^ 
jrai Whjtelooke, you ^id the army couldf 
not leaeh Iteduotifm sooner. Were tb^ 
regiments composing the bHsade, whicl^ 
VQU have statea to be inured to the cU* 
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wst^Uf^ and service, ia better mardmir 
ovdertkm the 36th andS^b, which ha3 
been confined for mne months on board 
€)(' transports, andcdoiposed the advance 
corps,' 

A. The 58tli and 87th inarched bet- 
ter than the 5tb. I wish the Court to 
understand that the 38lh, the 4C)th/and 
the 87tri, would not themselves have 
marched to Redaction sooner ; I mean 
to say, that the 38th and S7th would 
have Inarched better than the 36th and 
SStb, 

Q. If the advance corps, consisting of 
tile 36th and 88th, were able on the 2d 
%o march from their position and advance 
to RediH:ti<)n, to cross the Chuelo, and 
take post en the Miseraie ; mii^ht not 
the whole or larger proportion of yowr 
bngade liave marched as far from'Re- 
cinction, if the line of march of the ad» 
Yance corps had been followed, and the 
fiver passed at the same ford^ 

A. Fart of the brigade, I have no 
donbt, might have marched further ; the 
whoie certainly might have marched 

Examined by the Court. 

^ General Sir John Jl/oare.-*-Tbe cjue*- 
fioi^ which the Court wislies to know 
Irom an o^cer of such service and ex* 
penence as Sir Samuel Auchmuty, and 
whose knowledge of the resources of the 
f:f>iintr)[ enables him to form an optnion, 
and wliich we have endeavou^eci to get 
from other witnesses, but have not yet sa- 
tisfactorily; it appearing by your evi- 
flence, that on the march of the army tor 
wards Buenos Ayrei, the troqss were 
every day much fatigued, were kept 
under arms during the greater part of the 
<hiy« without a regular is6u< of .provisi^ 
ons, and vet the)r were foiur days i ia 
jnafci^ng thirty miles, attoided with all 
|he incpuyenience of ?. forced and rapid 
Inarch without the mairt .object of get^ 
jing quickly forward : in your opinion 
might iKJt ^ pr^vfQus anangement have 
¥>een made which would have enabled 
the army which landed ffa tbe ^8tb of 
^une, to have advaitced in the moYniag 
^y day-light fioii) the heights of Barra^ 



gon, and readied so6n afterwtfds, wid^ 
out serious inconvenience the post of 
Reduction on the 1st of July. 

A. I ha^ no cioubt hot that ammge* 
ments might have been made, which 
would have enabled the troops to have 
reached the heights above Barragon on 
the 30th of June, and Reckiction on the 
1st of July? but Jim very - doubtful 
whether the cannon necessary could 
have been brought up with the troops. 
I'he guns came up on the 2d, but ibej 
were 90 long getting over the swamp be- 
tween the K^iaada and the heights, I 
doubt whether they would have been 
ready to march on the^Oth. 

Q. In that case, might not the river 
have been reconnoitred m the course of 
that day, and a dispositioi) made tor pass- 
ing it on the 2d, and advancing to the 
suburbs oi Buenosi Ayres } 

A. 1 have no doubt that arrangement 
tnight have been made for the troops, 
but not for the artillery. The advance 
corps matdied on the S9th; there might 
have been time enough to reconnoitre 
the river on the 1st, andtbe army might 
have been in readiness to march from 
thence to Reduction on the 3d, but not 
with the principal part of the artillery. 

Q, What oroportion d* artillery liad 
the main body with them on the march 
to the heisjhts above Buenos Ayres ? 

A. At tirst I saw npne, afterwards 
thert were one 4xr t^o. pieces with the 
advance gu^, 

Q. Was the main proportion of the 
artillery bclongiiig to the ^tmy left be- 
hind wifh Colonel Mahon at Reduction, 
pr did it accompany theanny on the 2d ? 

A. It did not accompany the army on 
«je^d. 

Q. Did the inconveniencies yctn have 
^ated on the march arise from necessity, 
Or from the nature of thearrai^ementsl 
' A. Much inconvenience arose from 
the nature of the country we marched 
through; other inconveniencies arose 
from want of regular provisions, ^nd 
from fiequont halts, wbuih brought th<l 
men so late to their ground, and the Be« 
cessity of which i did not see. 
. Adjaarncd imti( to-moriow^. 
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TWELFTH DAY. 

THURSDAY, F Eft. 11* 

Tbe Court htxn^ met pursuant to sd« 
JQurnmenty Brigadier^neraL Sir Sa- 
muel Auchmuty was agaia calkd and 
exaiained by the Court. 

Q, Is thece any particular rainy sca^ 
ton in tliat part oC Sm^tli America where 
yoii have served, or does it rain for an v 
particular period of ttie year in that oIh 
mate, or ooes it rain at short intervals ? 

A. It rains at intervals during the 
whole of the year. In the winter season 
I miderstand the intervals are shorter, 
and die rain of longer periods. ^ 

Q. Wliat was the state of the road 
from Monte Video to Colonia ? Wef-c 
there any» and what obstacles to prevent 
a body of cavalry or infantry, or iboth, 
marching from Monte Video to Colonia, 
tod what would have been the distance 
of such marjch ? . 

A. There are many difficult rivers be- 
tween the two places, at that season of 
the year. I should have thought the 
di^nceto be about 130 miles. A de- 
tachment might have had .time to march, 
hut if heavy rains had fallen they would 
have been liable. to have beea shut up 
between the rivers. I had an instance 
of this in. General Luniley« for if he had 
reflfiained a day or two longer, he might 
have b^n shut up ibr a fortnight. ' 

Q. What proportion, of cavalry was 
mounted, and of wliat regiments did the 
mounted part consist when General 
Whttelocke took the command } . 

A, At Monte Video and its^depeu* 
dent posts part of tbe 17tli dragoons 
(aboyt 400 men), mounted t at Colouia 
about 100 mounted of the 9th light dnu 
goons. I must observe to. the court, 
that at that time there was jnot a suf- 
^iency of grain, and of course the horses 
were obliged to be turned out to grass. 
There might altogether be nearly 1000 
horses, but very ft^ in any kind of 
order. 

. Q> If a movement in force had been 
made from Monte Video to Colonra in 
tliemontb of May or li^ginniiigof June, 
would it not have furuishud tkeuieaiiii 



of supplying the army with the best 
horses? 

At There were few gooa horses in , 
tiiat part of the country; When General 
liniers crosseil the rivor in order to^e- . 
lievc Monte Video, his march wai <te- 
iayed for want of horses, otherwise bti, 
would have been at Monte Video before 
I could have aissaulted it. 

Q. Havuig mentioned the frequeocy 
of the halts In the course of the mardv 
can you account for them ? ^ 

A. I cannot. Mv station Was getie- 
rally in the rear. They were very sel* 
dom occasioned by the rear being at any 
distance from the main body. It is Id 
be understood, that halts w'ere iiece*- 
sAry in crossinsthe tiples (rivulets). 

Q. When the main body halted oa 
the 2d of July, would it liave been pos- 
sible in their situation to have given sup 
port to the advance corps in case of. 
need? 

' A. When I gave my opinion that it 
was advisable to halt, I was fully persuad* 
ed in my own mind tliat we co4ild uot 
support the advance corps. 

Q. When the firing on the 2d wM 
heard, did General Whitelocke take any 
measure to find out from whence it («*♦- 
ceeded, or to ascertain, the situation of 
of the advance corps under General 
Gower? 

A. 1 do not know that he did. 

Q. Do you know the reaswi for Co- 
kmel M&hon*s being ordered to halt at 
Reduction? ^ 

A. I recollect the General saying- 
tliat it would be advisable to halt' C5 
lonei Mnhon, until we should lind oul 
where we wbre ourselves. 

Q. Couhi not the artillery and th« 
troops with Colonel Mahon, which 
reacned Reduction on the 2d, have' been 
brought up to' 'the main body on the- 
evening of the 4th ? 

. A. ft certainly might have marched 
from Reduction to the suburbs of B«i-= 
t^nos Ayres in two days ; but if the 
heights above the bridge had beeti eva' 
oiated, it might have been done iii oa^ 
day. 

Q* Were any attempts made tote- 
connoitre the bridge after the arrival of 
General Whitelocke at the Miserar^? 

A' Icanuottell. 

Q., Was your <^luioii asked, or M 
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^ pvt mf oi» the ];^n 9i attack on 
the town? 

A. il was i»»t> m»r did I ^ve stn^ ex«^ 
tcjpi as to (he time of conMnenchig it '"^ 

Q. Was the situation of (he ^^mf 
Mid the main hody of the attny On th^ 
4di oCli)))^^ such as to render the attack 
en the ioyftt absoHiCelj necessary the 
niext day by a cdup^*maki f 

A, Not being consulted onl the eqaip- 
ineiit of the afmy^ J know not what the 
resources of the coniiiiBaiider-k»<hief 
were, but certainly tf a movement had 
been made to the itffti a commtmicadon 
Blight have been opened with the DWy 
above the ttwvn. 

^ Q. Wa» the enemy in sdich force 
ti^ithont the town as to make it neces* 
lary to attack the place by . a coup<^e-^ 
nam? ' 

A. No$ that I know of. 
. Q. Po you know whether the Cdim 
mander-in-chief ever reconnoitred the 
town after hia arrival at the Misetare 
jprevious to the attack i 
: A« I do noli 

Q. Da you know a^ r^asdttwby the 
. toain body of the army should n6t have 
^oceeded by the same rout as the 9d| 
whkb General Gowtr had takeai, at 
least as far as the high road going to 
Buenos Ayres, which tlie Maqat C^Mral 
quitted to make for the Chico pass over 
lieChuelo? 

A. The reason T heard assigned was, 
^ ftat the guide had umlertaken to eoft« 
duct the army by a shorter runt. 

Ct Halving B£Qd, that hi your <ipinbn 
Geaend Gower's corps had no^ing^ to 
l^rehend from any attack of tb« ese* 
. my, on the match witiaout the town oi 
^ fricnoa Ayrey; do yon bdie'^e that the 
Ma^-GeBeKd» aftier cft>sstng th« Chudv 
%f the Chioo Passt wotikl have found any 
dtficoUy hi dislodging the enemy had| 
they waited his approach^ and wookl 
ipl the defoat of the enetay have opened 
^latr passagjt* for the army } 

A. I am not siiffici€ntty acmiaitftai' 
iH^ the fiice of the country .betsl^een 
lb6^Chico pass and the bridge^ nor the 
extent of the suburbs of Buenos Ayret 
t» answer preeisely that qnestfon; but 
If the- country had been open, and the 
M^(>r«-genecal could hav^ advanced to 
the bridge, the main body might have 
but there, ^as « goeat ii^i|» of 



its bringing m ft general action between 
th^ advance corps and the enemy. 

Q. If by movfetf tdr (te Ffft tf com* 
t&unication with tlie tfeet cotiQ have 
been opened above .the t6wn> and ionise- 
quentiy s( supply oTj^rovi^ons cofuld have 
Detfir p r ocum % wiwldr thene in yisvilf 
opinkm have beai any necesnty M iat- 
taokiM the town by ft eohp^de^-m^ ? 

A. CertainljT tliere idddd* haiw been 
no unmediate necessity, if a sup|Hy of 
vMa and prpvfslaiis coiM have Iwea 
proctn-ed mm the shipping. 

Ct If General Whkelocke (lAroeeeM 
en the high road fothefiii^, ^>*d<^ 
ht not hav<e been enaWed tcyseepottj bh 
advance corps m case CroieRkl Gc^er 
had brought on a general actioil i 

A. I- am not siifiicieotly a <a|uAi» » . d 
withthe cooBtry to anMfer theque^tioe* 

Capiain Pra%er sworn and exaniitcd* 

Q«' Had you the comniand of tiie^er< 
tillef^ employed m the expedttien against 
Bnenos Ayrer^ 

A. IhaatheboMurtbcomnMMidtha 
artillery upon that expedMofi* 
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Q. 8tate die number and eafibreof 
the ordnance embarked at Mcfoft Video 
for the use of ttetexpedftkm ? 

A^ Thef« vtfere embaike^ for Hut 
senriceSiS pieces of ordbaace^ ef whfeh 
^ree vrere Engltah kon tweuHrt^Mtf 
pounders; three Me^ONi brasr Iw^dve 
poumlersi eight sir petmdbft, ive 
ilpanisfa foar poinieftoi tw« St Hdsat 
ti]»eepoQndeis,twe^m]«h brass twelve 
Inch mortars^ hm fiver abd a half neh 
English brass howitzers^ makstg a ifetsl 
of 9& nieee» of ordnance. 

Q« What number ef horses wereenn 
barked at Monte ¥)<leo» for tbe ordnaaee 
andstbres indedh^ small atitts andam' 
siitnHlon? 

A. There we»e »T0 liars«i aaidr 30 
mukm 

Q. Was alt ertshat'prbportien o# the 
ei^anee landed at the Bnslnada? 

Ai Sixteen field pieces were tewrfil 
at the £nshiadz. It may be^explaiiaftory 
to state, that c^ the ^ piece:; of ordntfbe 
which werer endmitod en the> service al 
Monte Video for Euenos Ayres, elshteen 
fietd-^leces were intended tv teive tteen 
landed, as three brigades of aH^lery ui 
the field, the renviining mimt^er hiVhig 
bctt» oiltnded as^ a wmpf^ teUlli^yi 



%iitAL o^ ittttt^kst-otiftULL WRirstoopt. 



6S 



FiwjTi accidents in landing horses and 
other local obstacles, f judrcd it to be for 
the good of the service to direct that two 
fiVe and half-inch howitzers together 
with the ammunition carriages for the 
same, should not be landed. There were 
also eight carriages for annnunition for 
field-pieces, and eight carriages for smdl 
arms; ammunition for the army also 
disembarked at the Ensinada. Two 
hundred rounds for each field-piece of 
ordnance was also embarked ; 2,67 1,000 
musket -ball cartridges, 20,000 carbine 
ball cartridges, the materials for making 
40«,000 musket-ball cartridges, 40,000 
rounds of rifle-ball ammunition, exclu- 
sive of 350 rounds per man then in the 
possession of the, 95th under the com- 
mand of Major M'Cleod, and 900,000 
musket-balls with the detachment at 
Colonia'were also embarked. 

Q. Have you Iccurate returns <rfthe 
quantity landed } 

A. C5tt the 28th of June, specific re* 
turns Were^'deUvered to his excellency 
G^nerai'WhitekK^ke, and to the Adju- 
tant-^geni^tal, of the quantity landed at 
the fnisinada. 

Q. What proportion of the \*hofl^ 
number of horses and mules' embarked 
for the expedition at Monte Video were 
landed at the Ensinada ? 

A. From the circumstances of the 
debat^tibn, it is impossible for me to' 
staite particularly what the number of 
horsW ^md miiles landed were ; I ap- 
nrehend veiy little short of 200. It may 
beproper to state in further explanation, 
that such guns and carriages as are in 
the ccknmon routine of the service 
drawn by four horses^, and that with men 
also on them, werie intended to have 
been drawn by six horses without men 
on them; and this arrahgement was 
pnade ibreseeingthe obstacles that miglit 
occur. 

Q. State the obstacles which occur- 
red as far as related to tlie march 
thrtHigh the marsh towards the heights, 
of that ©art of the expedition of which 
yoti had the command ? . 

A. TTie debarkation of the army and 
first pieces of artillery took place soon 
after day-break on the 28th of June, 
1807. There were two threie-pounders 
assbted by seamen, of wb6m 200 were 
formshed Ijcom the fleet for the general 



service of the artillery: 400 seamen had 
been expected, but by an arrangement 
with Admiral Murray the day or two 
previous to the debarkation, 200 only 
were furnished. These two fidd-jrieces 
were carried through the swamp, and 
advanced to the heights over the swamp 
in the course of the 39th. Four six 
pounders, forming the remainder of the* 
leading brigade of artillery, were carried 
over the swamp in the course of the 
following day : the remainder of the ten 
pieces were not carried through till the 
30th. I had myself got across in the 
evenii^ of the 29th of June. The two 
six-pounders with which I was, were 
assisted by neariy 300 of the 38th regi-. 
ment, without wKose exertions we should 
have been unable to get the field pieces' 
through. 

Q. Were any pieces of ordnance I6st 
in the march? 

A. Five Spanwh foup-pounden were* 
by my order destroyed. 

Q. State the reasons for your givm^ 
that order. 

A. On reflecting^ after havmg creased 
the sifiramp on the 29th, whoch was a mQtf 
and' three quarters in breadth, and 'st$' 
deep in many places that the men could 
with great dimculty stand, and in vihkh 
the assistance of the horses was neariy 
useless, c<^nsidering also that many 
horses were lost, and many men would 
have been lost m bring'mg them up ; 
and furUier reflecting that it was essen« 
tially requisite that me men and horses 
who should get Up should be uuexbaUst* 
ed by fatigue, I judged it to be decided^ 
ly for the benefit of the service to sacri* 
h'ce some of the least efficient pieces; 
and to apply their strength u^ men and 
horses to the remainder. 

Q. Do you know whether the whole 
of the remainder crossed the swamp, of 
were any lost ? 

A. Ine whole of the remainder of thtt 
artillery was carried through the swamp, 
and no other artillery whatever wa$ 
lost. 

Q. You stated tliat some horses were 
lost in crossing the swamp. Can you 
tell the remainder that was left for the 
use of the ordnance ? 

A. I am not aware what number were 
lost, being always myself with the firsi 
brigade. 
K 
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Q. . What officer of artillery accom* 
paiiied the remainder- of thie ordUajice 
through the swamp ? 

A. Captain Uawker, next $ei)i4^r to 
myself. His. directions from me Were 
most precise, admtttijig of no exercise of 
his own judgment. 

. Q. With what division of the army 
did you advance ? 

A. With th(; leading advance qorpd of 
the army. 

Q. What prc^ortion of; artillery ac- 
companied the advance corp$ } 

A. On the 3(Hh June, six Held pieces* 
which had then been reinforced by aa 
officer with fifty rfive artillery men, and 
tlitriy additional horses* Ojf tliese sbc 
pieces, two, by order of hi^ excellency 
General Whiteiocke,; r<miain^d on tlie 
1st JulV with the main body. 
. Q. n as the number of horses suffi- 
cient to transport the sii^ pieces of artil^' 
kry.and their carnages, or how were 
thev conveyed ? 

A. There were such an extraorOinary 
and unusual number^ both in. 4iien, and 
lioraes^Avith the attendant carriages and 
the carriages lor the small arm aMiuuini- 
lion as were sufficient, and ipqic than 
sufficient to overconie every ob$taf:le. 
r .Q. Can you tell the whole nuiuber of 
hor8e& so employed I , 
A. .Upwards of one hundred horses. 
Q. What number »o.f cairiages for 
fmall ammunition attended t^i^isix pouu* 
ders, and what number of .small . arm 
ammunititai^? > lu . 

- A. There were three ^ two for nui^ket 
baUx:artric%es and one for the 951I1 regi-- 
ment. There were about lea or eleven 
thousand rounds in eaicii, ande^h of the 
two £eLd pieces had its carriage fqr am- 
munition. 

; Q. Can you tfell Rhe number of carri- 
ages you, left behind to. accompany the 
remaining pieces of artillery when you 
jnarched from the heights ot Barragon ? 
. A. The total immbef of gun amnuini- 
tion carriages landed were tlMrty-two ; 
of these seven were destroyed, and 
twelve attached to the advance brigade. 
Q. State the orders which you from 
lime to time received for the regulation 
of your conduct, and for tlie distributioii 
afyourcor|)S ffom General Wlutclocke, 
during the 9uarch from tlie Ensinada |^ 
Buenos Ayre^, md to'the'closu of thg 
4th July. 



A. I saw his Excellency immediately 
after the debarkation .at the En^nada. 
riis orders had been . previously issued 
for the imipediate advance of the two 
held pieces with t^e advance Corps. I 
saw his Excellency after it was quite 
dark on the evening of the 28th, at the 
village of Barragon, 1 had a very earnest 
cpnversation with him about the artillery 
b^ing carried through the swamp, and I 
assured hin>, that I would be responsible 
that on the following day the held pieces 
should get across the swamp, unless it 
was totally impracticable. I had no 
further conversation, nor did I see Ge- 
neral Whitelocke again till it was nearly 
dark on, the. following evening, when i 
liad crossed the swamp with the last of 
the six field pieces. General AViiite- 
l^cke was at the lirst farm-house over 
the swamp. He ordered me to proceed 
tQ the advanced farm-Iftjuse, probably a 
mile and a half on, and 1 there joined, 
the troops at that tini^ under the com- 
tX)and of , Lieuiepant-colonel ^fahon. 
On tlie foljowing morning I saw General 
Whjtelocke at the a^vaiiced tann-Iwuse, 
and he ordered nie* to move forward 
with the fovir fielc) pieces to the further 
aidvanct where the adyatice corps weire ; 
orderii^ fiu-ther, that I shoula t^e for 
t[ie protection of the artillery a company 
of the 93th. I advanced in 'obedience 
to this order^ and halted that ievening at. 
the farm-house wljere the advance corps 
remaiHcd. Before the usual arrange- 
ment of the guns had been com pitted, it 
^yas evening. I saw General Whitelocke 
on the m^nihig o( the 1st July^ and 
received his permission to accompany 
^le advance corps under General Gover 
to the passage of the Chuelo. After the 
separation ot the main body from the ad- 
vance corps, I had no conversation, jipr 
did I see General Whitelocke until the af- 
ternoon of the 3d,at the Coral de Mise- 
rare. I had at that time no precise or- 
ders from his Excellency ; but [ was or-. 
dered on the morning of the 4th to ad- 
vance with two field pieces into the city 
of Buenos Ayres ; to advance cautiously, 
and to feel my way, not advancing too 
far; and to bruig word myself how af- 
fairs stood at tlie outposts. I had no 
other orders from General Whitelocke 
during the course of that day; alf the 
an:an^emeats that had taken place at the 
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outposts having been regularly reported 
by me to him in pursuance of orders. 

Q. What were tJie arrangements made 
^ith regard to the artillery under your 
immediate command, previous to, and 
preparatory to, the attack ot the 5lh ? 

A. Those pieces of artillery which had 
bet»n taken from the enemy on the 2d 
July, were early in the morning ©f the 
3d so placed in position, as to command 
the o|>eu s])ace m Ijront of the Coral tie 
-Miserare, and commandmg especially 
the roads leading from the tort and grand 
s(|uare of Butnos Ay res. With respect 
to tJi€ tield pieces, sometimes two, an^ 
at other times four, at the outposts. 
'Ihere were further at tlie' Coral a dis- 
posable t<*rce of sixty artillery men. In 
the general order 'tor the attack, the 
particular number of field pieces, and the 
situation of each, was prescribed; and 
it became then my only duty to see that 
these orders were' carried uilb execution. 

Q, State tlie distril)ution of the lield 
pieces on the morning of the 2d July, 
.when the army took dirt'erent routs. 

A. Four iield pieces were with the 
advance coi-ps; two witJi the main bcxiy, 
as l>efore stated ; the reuiainder, as I 
have learned since, were with tlie rear 
division. 

Q. Were any pontoons embsvked 
witb the army at Monte Video, and what 
number? 

A. Siv pontoons, with a complete es- 
tablishment in every respect, were emr 
barked by onler ol'fcneral Whitelocke. 
Tliey were constiticted and embarked 
imder my superintendance, but previous 
to sailing were transported to the engi- 
neer's departnient. 

Q^ Do you know whether the pon- 
toons were ever disembarkefl till the 
return of the army to Moute Video ? 

A. 1 saw one or two landed at the 
l^nsinada, but they were again rerenir 
barked. 

Q. Do you know fpr what reason 
they were again lereuibarked f 

A. I presume that it was because 
froni the l(|cal situation of tlie place they 
would not have been serviceable at t)^ 
Fnsinada. 

Q. Do you mean to state that as a 
reason why they should not have accom- 

S allied the qi^arch of the army frp||i 
^e ^usiqada to fluepos A^r^ } 



A. I mean' to state, that it is my opi* 
nion, as a military officer, that locality 
prevented them being of sc^rvice in that 
place. I thought so at the moment, and 
therefore presumed it 

Q. Was not the object wfconstnictiti^ 
pomoons, to assist the army in crossing 
rivers? 

A Certainly that was tlie chief ob» 
ject. 

Q. Could they then have answered 
that object if they were not disembarked 
to accompany die army on its march ? 

A. EvidenUy they could not have an- 
swered that intention without being dis« 
embarked ; but I had an idea that they 
would be disanbarked at some other 
jwint where they would be of essential 
service. It may be explanatory to 
state here, that horses were not embarks 
cd for this specitic service. 

Q. Were the operations of the army 
in its movements considerably or nece» 
sarily delayed at any time by waiting 
the arrival of the artillery ? 

A. Alter the artillery got over the 
SM'amp, tlie leading brigade was so tar 
frolii rei]uirtng any assistance frxMn thie 
irmy, that they were fully atlequate to 
orercome any obstacles from thehr own 
resources : and it was also reported t« 
me by Captain Hawker, who command* 
^ tlie rear division, that that column 
was never impeded in its ^adrance or 
march by the artillery ; so tar trom it, 
that even the sick and wotnided mea 
were brought forward by i^im. I must 
further observe, that at tlie passage of 
the Chuelo tliere was some delay in 
transpoitmg tli« gu^ts and aoimunitioa 
which was m sonie degree imavoifkblo. 
'1 he two Held pieces then followed the 
column, at the liead of which, till that 
time, they liad invariably beeu. 'liie 
remaining two also tbllowed the eoHmin 
under llie protection of two coippanies 
ofintantry, commanded by LieMienani- 
colonel Darroch of the 3dth. I'M* 
two companies, with the two held 

{)ieces, troi^ tlie darkness of the night, 
ost tJieir way in the suburbs ot Rucjios 
Avres, and ^'ere not alfcerwsir()s ivitfi^he 
^Ivance corps. 

ft. Was kny, and what part of tjia 
artillery engaged with the enemy previr 
ous to its arrival at the Coral ? and did 
^i^ of the operations of the army prcvj^ 
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OU8 to that period ^enend or turn on the 
support to be derivecUrom the artillery? 

* if- The 1st July, a few shot were 
fired from one field piece at a body of 
regular hortemen near the village of 
]^eduction ; and on the 2d> some rounds 
j^ere fired from three field pieces at an 

' irregular body of horsemen in the plain 
near the Chuelo. From both the nature 
of the country and the enemy with whom 
we had to c^ntend^ the operations of the 
army from the Ensinada to the ^dral 
would not in any way depend on the sup- 
port to be detived trom the artillery. 

CrosS'^xumned hf Ideutaient-gcneral 
^'biielocke. 

Q» Was not every disposition shewn 
to assist in brining forward the artillery 
which the situation would allow ? 

A. Every attention was shewn, and 
«very assistance was gi'ven, in the most 
extdbded meaning of the word. 

Q. Were the difficulties to be en- 
countered in passing the swamp with 
artillery such as commonly occur, or of 
a particular and unusual description ? 

A. They were exceedmgly unusual. 
Itis hardly possible to conceive a swamp 
more difficult to overcome than this^with 
wheeled carriages. 

Q. Had any intelligence we had re- 

• ceived to.your knowledge led us to tup- 
pose that we should have had such dim- 
culties to encounter } 

A. I certainly understood from General 
Beresford's dispatches, and from general 
infofmation, that there was a swamp 
running parallel to the banks of the 
Plata, out had no idea of its being to the 
extent we afterwards found it. Very 
considerable preparations had been made 
by General Whitebcke's directions, to 
enable the artillery to cross this swamp, 
-which preparations consisted of portable 
, wooden bridges, which however were 
found of little utUity. 

Examined hy the. Court, 

Q. You have stated that you wepe 
ordered to ^ into the town of Buenos 
Ay res on the 4th July with two pieces of 
cannon, and feel your way, and repoi^ 
in person ilie situation of afiaurs: was 
, ^y if}VQ» appointed to support you, or 



^any post ordered for you to fill back or 
in case of a vigorous attack by &e 
eaiemy? 

A. I understood it generally that I 
should of course have been supp(Mted 
by the outposts as was usual. I was 
supported by the 95 th. We did ad- 
vance in the usual course in a slow cau- 
tious manner, feeling our way, and trying 
jthe strength of the enemy : there was 
no particular actiqn ; we had some 
scattered firing, and I individually re- 
turned and reported to General White- 
locke. 

Q. What was the calibre of the Sjia- 
nish guns taken by General Crauford or 
the 2d July ?. and was there any, ami 
what quantity of ammunition taken at 
the time ? 

A. The guns taken were one twelve 
pounder, two eight pounders, six four 
pounders, and one six and a half mdr 
howitzer, two ammunition carnages for 
field pieces, and one ammunition car- 
riage tor small arms. 

Q. Had you at any time any conver- 
sation with General Whitelocke on ^ 
subject of holding communication with 
the 2d in command. General Gower > 

A. On the morning of the 1st of July 
I returned from the advance corps under 
Gen. Gower, to report myself to Gen, 
Whitelocke, fiiom whom I bad then beeti 
absent twenty-four hours. On rg>ort- 
iiig where I had been. General White- 
locke seemed not quite pleased that I 
h'ld been so l<mg Client from him. He 
also expressed himsif displeased at Cap- 
tain Squires of the engineers being so 
lon^ absent. I observed to his Excel- 
lency that I had advanced with the guns 
at his express direction on the morning 
of the preceding day ; that it was nearly 
dark when we arrived at the position \?e 
took up that night ; but that had we 
been able to have found •ur way, we 
should have returned io his Excellency 
that evening, f added, that I should not 
again leave his person without his ex- 
press pennission. I understood that he 
was dissatisfied at my having been with 
; Greneral Grower. On the evening of the 
4th July, General Whitelocke a^n ex- 
' pressed displeasure at my having been 
-separated from hlm^ and semning to be 
too much attached to, the person of 
General Gower; and added a s^ict in- 
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'junction* that I should not leave his side 
during the follow ing day. 1 felt it my 
duty to communicate to General Gower 
that I had received such an intimation 
from General Whkelooke. 

Jdeutenant^ohnel Makon sxvorn and 
txmmined. 

Q. You commanded the 9th light 
-dragoons on the expedition against 
Buenos Ayres ? 

A.' At thi^time I was a Lieutenant- 
colonel on the stair, and commanded the 
9th Hght dragoons at Monte Video. 

Q. ,Do you remember a general or- 
der being issued for lessening the baggage 
of the army? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In consequence of that order was 
any, and what part, of the horse equip- 
ment belonging to your regiment made 
away with or otherwise disposed of? 

A. At the time I was Lieutenant- 
colonel of brigade, and commanding 
officer of that re^ment, an order was 
issued to that effect, and some of the 
equipments which were imfit for service 
were cast away : the precise quantity I 
cannot say, but I thhuL there is a return 
with the^regiment. * 

Q. On landing at the Eosinada, what 
part of the army had you under ydur 
command? 

A. Four troops of the carbineers, the 
9th light drs^oons, and the 40th and 
43th regiments, except their light com- 
panies. 

Q. Did you command that brigade 
the whole of the march from the Lnsi- 
pada to Buenos Ayres ? 

A. No. 

Q. At what time was the alteration 
made in the brigade which you com- 
manded ? 

A. Havlne passed the swamp on the 
28th, and taken up the ground on which 
the light brigade had bei^n stationed the 
night before, the head quarters of the 
Commander in Chief was on the left, 
with Sir Samuel Auchmuty's brigade. 
On the mominflr of the 29th, Sir Samuel 
Auchmut]^ -s brigade moved on, and was 
accompanied by the Commander in 
Chief, who mentioned his intention of 
|i^R|^ forward some troops of my bri- 



gade, and leaving me in the comttiaDd of 
a few mounted ^nd dismomited dra- 
goons, and about four companies of the 
40th, waiting for Major Campbell, who 
was in command of the rear guard for 
the protection of the guns and mortars* 
Adjourned until to^norrow. 



, TtllRTEENTH DAT. 

FRIDAY, 12tll F^BUVARY. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment, Lteutenaut-coloDei Mahon 
was l^her examined. 

Q. When you moved from the heights, 
what force had you under your com- 
maad? 

A. In addition to what I have men- 
tioned. Major Campbell, with four com- 
panies of the 40th, and Captaips Rowly 
and Johnson, with about 200 seamen, 
composed the whole, together with the 
artijltry, four si?f-pouhders, and two 
howitzers, under Captain Hawker. 

Q. Was any alteration made in the 
force you commanded, from the time 
.you leti the heights, till your arrival at 
Reduction ? 

A. No. 

Q. When did you reach Reduction? . 

A. On the evening of the 2d of July. 

Q. In the interval between General 
Whitelocke's marchiny forward with the 
main body, and the time of arriving at 
Reduction, did you receive any orders, 
and what were they ? 

A. I received an order by an officer 
of the 17Ui dragoons, ^vith a mounted 
party about a mile from, and previous to 
my arrival at Reduction, and this was 
the order. 

Here the witness produced the order 
as follows: 

2d, Jtdyt quarter past 3 o'clock, P. At* 

Nothwithstanding the orders commu 
nicated to you, 1 am commanded by his 
excellency. General Whitelocke, to de- 
sire that you will remain at Reduction 
until further orders, and procure provi- 
aions from tlie fleet, and make as consi- 
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derabl(» ..a store ef bread and spirits as 
joucau^ 

(Signed) Henry Torrens, 
Miiilai*y Secretary. 

I received anotJier order oFa prior 
«bte at tl\e same tim^^ as follows*: 

Seduction, half P«^^ ten, A, M, 
tid July. 

General Whitelocke has just begun to 
move in a direction S. W, to cross the 
Chuelo, and you are to follow him to- 
hiorrow , and bring every thing from tins 
place wilb you. Admiral Murray is to 
*and three days bread and spirits tor you 
here, from tlie brig Lucy. 



Q. Wliat was the name of the officer 
who biouglit this order ? 

A. I do not know': he bad about 
iif enty i]ien with him. 

Q. \\ iKit were the next ordei*s you 
jereived from General W'bitelocke? 

A. .Next orders I received at twenty- 
win ute§ past ten o'clock in the morning 
<>f tl>e jth, as follows: 

Jlead quarters, Ath July, 8 o^ clock, P.M, 

I am directed by his excellency Ge- 
pfral Wiiitelocke,'to request you will 
nwrcb with the detachment under your 
command, and take post at the Iwidge 
over the C'liuelo, where you will wait 
lor fm*ther orders. 

(Signed) Henry Torrens. 

Tiws order was brought to me by- 
two men, natives of the country. 

Q. Did you at any time receive any 
order from General Wiiitelocke dated 
before the Jith July, beside those already 
mentioned f 

A. None. 

i\. Was the communication opened 
UTth the sea at Kednction, and supplies 
of provisions and stores procured from 
the shipping ? 

A. It was. I received a supply of 
provision, but did not receive a sufficient 
<|rjai;iiiy \o form a depot. ''I'here was 
suflicient tor tlie rations ot the men imder 
wy co!nn>and ; there was not more than 
a da^ 's consumption, owing to the bad- 



ness ci the weather, and the 9urf, whidi 
prevented sending more. 

Q. Were there any other difficutttfis 
to prevent tlie landing of ^m>vis^ns at 

Soint Quilmes^ aiul conveying tbem to 
Leduction, and making a depot, except 
the badness of the Wether ? 

A. Tliere was a considerable swamp^ 
which it must liave been dilHcult to get 
provisions across ; and I understood 
from Captain Cobb of the Nereid, that 
bis<:uits were not in any i^uaiitity. 

Q. Do ;^oii meah to state that tlie 
swamp was so deep, as io prevent tlte 
transportii^g of more provisions across 
it, if the weather had not been su bad ? 

A. No, I do not : I was told tW the 
conveyance of provisions was extreine^ 
easy. 

Q. Under the inspection of what offi- 
cer of the Commissariate was the pror 
visions issued at point Quihnes and j^tr 
duction ? 

A. Of a young gentleman belonging 
to the Conimissary^ whose name ido 
not recollect. 

Q. Did the troops tinder your com- 
mand experience much fiat'^ue aqd diffi- 
culty in the march from the heights of 
llecluction, or afterwards on the march 
from thence to Buenos Ayres? . 

A. Our nia^hes were not very long, 
J>ut tedious, in consequence of .the ar- 
tillery, the seanien who drew them, an^ 
the troops beiiig exposed to the weather, 
which was extremely bad, i.^.! trots 
which arose a great deal ot" inconve- 
nience, but, genei*ally speaking, we were 
healthy, but the frequent crossing c^ 
rivers with artillery addi^l niuch to pqr 
difficulties and fatigue. 

Q. You mean then to state that the 
artillery, exclusive of other tlifficultiesi 
was a copsiderable ob^trpctjon to the r^ 
pidity ot your march Irom Reduction ? 

A. Certajnly. 

Q. M'ere you obliged ^o halt often 
for the purpose of allowing the artillery 
to come up ? 

A. f'reipiently. 
» Q. Did you halt in consequence of 
your own judgment, or in copseqiience 
of applications Irom the officers of artil- 
lery ? 

A. In consequence of my own judg- 
ment, seeing th^ neires^it); pf . )>riugi{|^ 
over 'the artiflery with us, ** 
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.Q. State the effective strength of the 
whole force uii'Ier your cummand at 
Uediiction^ iiM;iuding those you found 
thei-e ? 

A. The dismounted, and a few mount- 
f(|, with tfie J7th light draguons, niakiitg 
together aboMt i#0 men. The 40tli re- 
giment, except the light company, about 
700 men; one troop of the 9th light 
ilragoons. about 70 dinmounted; a dc- 
tadmient of the 45th, under Maj5r 
Gwyu, about 100; one company of 
tbe J6th, alK>ut 70 strong ; a detachment 
of the 88th, about 100; the artillery, 
uoder* Captaiijg Hawker and Disou, 
aj>out50 men;, four pieces of artillery 
»ix-pounders, and two Ijowiuers; with 
about 1^0 9caDieu under OaptaiiM Rowly 
•«U)il J9hnHon, of ilie royal navy. 

Q. What force of mounted ci^vaky 
apcompapied ypur ii^rch from tiie 
heiffhtH } 

k. Originally aliout tliirt\', under the 
coimtmnd of Captain lUcon, but; they 
(Ijiniuislied daUy* by tr^n^rring horsck 
to the Comumsariati.'. 
^ Q. To what use did tibe Comtulssa- 
riate appropriate them? 

A, 1 do not knpw., Tl«ey. were taken , 
by the CojinaiisKarial^, to carry pack- 
fiildles : tiiey , did ,uot inarcii with <M*r • 
ti)!umB. 

. Q. Where did they march? in front 
orrear ? , . , 

A. In front of my coluuui : T suppose 
with the Couunauder-ijH hiof Some 
niurch(td with our coluuui iu the rear. 

Q. Then how njuny niarchiid i^cfore 
you left the heiglitH ? 

A. About eigf^een. I ,he|ifv^. we 
arrived at Keducticai wjth. eijychteeu 
luountcd, I ,ipai'ch(;d frpu> thcikcc .wUU 
them. 

Q. When die) the reiniorciifinent of 
twenty uiountfd cavalry reacli you? 

A. At Redmtion. Tlioy madc/m the 
whole about Ihirty-figTa. 

Q. Cjn you tell why any mounted 
avalfv were h.-lt in die rear of the army ? 

A. 1 concL'ivc lor ihc puipofe* of bc- 
drttcs, looking out, and parlicutarb' ^'»^'. 
fui in getting cattle and provihion. 

Q. Weie any lasso-nua with your 
division ? 

A. No, not any. 

Q. Cao you tell wju\t jjrovisiyni \vpre 
procured for yo^r diviiwA by the ca- 
valry? 



A. r catnot tell the exact tmoiint : • 
we got large quantities of cattle and 
sheep dunng our stay at Reduction ? 

Q. During your halt at Reduction, 
which a))t)ears to have lasted from the . 
evenmg of the Ud to tlie morning of the 
5th, was there any recoimoitr'mg across 
the bridge over the Chuelo, by your or- 
der, at any time i 

A. On the morning of the 4di July^ 
I onWred the Assistant QuarteMnaster- 
general, and Ca)uta'ui ILawker of the 
artillery, taking wiUi them twenty dra- 
goons and a company of the 30tli, to 
reconnoitre toM^nrds the bridge and the 
a^ljajrent country, ami to get intelUi{eiK*e 
of the army, without risking any engage* 
ment with the enemy they might luecL 
They did not approach the bridge, be« 
ing too distant, and returned about one 
o'clock, without being able to opt^u a 
cpnuuunkratioQ, or to gain any in(4>riuH« 
tion relative to tlie bridge, or the paijsage . 
of tlie river. 

Q. Have you anv feaso»i to believe, 
that you could not Wve niarched with 
y]Wir division d* the army in the Mise- 
rare, on the 3d or 4th, If you had re- 
ceived ortiers to do so ? 

Ar From ex|>erience since, I think I 
n>uld, but at tliat tiuie I did not belie vti. 
it pnicticaWe. • 

Q. W hat reason had ygu then to 
thijtk it war« not practicable ? 

A. Hy a note I received about half 

Cast ten o'clock, it was reported that lite 
ri<lge wuh broken down or destroyed. 

Q, ^luj>potilng the bri'lge to have r»»- 
mained, were, there any other impedi- 
ments in your way, to have prevented 
vour marching from Ueduction to .the. 
Miscrare in one day, if you hud received . 
orders )io to do> 

. A. L tiiink tl.iere was no obtrtacle, t*x- 
cf pt the delay occa«»ioned by the artil- 
lery. 

Q. ll<>w many mile;* from Beductioii 
to the bridge, and Irom Umt to the Mi'ic-* 
rare? 

A. About st?ven U> thr bridge — trom 
tl>.vnce4othe Mjjietiire about six. 

(J. \Vli;ii was I he nature of the nwid 
fronv l<educth)n to the. bridge, and h'oiu 
tlien},y tu the Mi^erjii e? . 

A. Between Reduction and the bridge 
tt^erp NV'cfo several 8\*an>ps and rivulels, 
eMremely heavy for tlie artillery ; and a 
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gr^ pait 6f ^ rt^k& fAyti^ tiie tiri^ 
to the Miscrare was aiso very heaVy. 
Q. Sup(k>stng the object had been to 

S've assistance ta the troops at Buen6s 
yves^ b6w many hours would it talce to 
acoompMsh a forced march from Beduc* 
tion to fiuenos Ayres^ without the attil*' 
kry? 

A. I think we could hare accom^Kshed 
itiri'fonrhonrs. 

Q; With' the ame object in view, in 
your experience and knowledge of the 
country, and'the exertions of the seamt^n 
and aotillery men, how long do you 
think it would ha\re taken for the 
>ivfa»le, or greater part of the artillery; to 
arrive from Reduction by a forced 
march? 

A. I do not think we could hauve done 
it in less than twelve hours. When we 
did marclh every possible exertion was 
made by the seamen and artillery/ in 
bringing on the guns. 

Q. State the hours that your detach- 
ment marched each day h'om tlie heights 
ta Reduction, and the hour at whi(£ it 
arrived each night, with the distance of 
each day's march ? 

A. We marched from the heights 
about six in the morning-; we halted at 
twelve o'clock for two hours to refresh. 
We arrived at about half past three on 
th* heights, where we took up o<ir 
ground, making eight miles the extent 
of the day's march. On the 2d we 
marched so as to calculate that we should 
come to k river, about three miles off, 
which we must pass, and we did not ar- 
rive at Reduction till five in the evening. 
We halted on the 3d and 4th at Reduc- 
tion, and on the 5th we Uiarched from 
nine to eleven miles. 

Q. Are you of opinion, from what 
you saw of the coiwtry between Barra- 
go^andtheChuelo, that provisions might ' 
nave been obtained, if the usual menns 
of patroles. of light troops, si^nt into- the 
country, had been adopted ? 

A. 1 think we should have fouiKl cat- 
tle in ^uilicient quantities, but I do not 
conceive the country itjtorded any other - 
species of provision . 

Qi Was there no corn to be procured? 

A. I think not It is cultivated in' 
small quantities. 

Q. On what sort of corn did the inha- 
bitants feed? 



A\ Chiefly wheat: a goiftd'd^l of lA- 
diaRidoro was used by the lower orders., 

Q. Do you m^n to s\a,tt that al^ the 
com had been removed ? 

A. There did not abp^ir anjr propor- 
tbit of the country cultivated with corn* 
It was mostly grass land we passed over; 

C^oss-examiited by OcnerUX ff^fHtehcia:. 

Q. Were the difiiciilties arising from 
the swamps on the march, such as were 
usual, or did they not ej^cecd any ac« 
count we had of them? 

A. I thiidc the difficulties were veiy 
unusuah and hr grater than we had 
any descriptlbn of. 

Q, Was liot the ground oh e^h bank 
of the river swampy and dtftcult to cro^ 
with artillery, atid were not th^ m^n 
obliged to'wade tbroii^ water oh eacli 
day's march? 

A. Yes, to b6th part^ oTUie question. 

Q. Mow deep were the* rivulets? 

A. There^ ww some very deep : I 
have seen them above the mens waists. 

Q. Did «lhefenWh of time on the first 
and second, arise irom difficulties oppos- 
ed by the nature of the caValry, and 
codkf you not have marched in any other 
country with your division in less tiiii^, 
and with less fatigue to the troops ? 

A. The difficulties did arise mxn At 
country being so swampy, and the diffi- 
culty oif bringing the artillery through. I 
conceive very few counfries <^uld have' 
presented so many obstacles. 

Q, As the difficulty of establishing a 
body of cavalry has much of locauty 
attached to it, state as nearly as you can 
the numbtrtpf horses delivered to the 9th 
dragooos^'^w long fit for. service "afid' 
the casualties. 

A. The mounted only consisted of one 
squadron; Some horses wete trans-' 
ferred to the 17th light dragoons to act 
as mounted. 

Q. H&d you no opportunity^ as an 
officer Qf cavalry, of kno\ying thatlbe 
casuaHiiii in the cavalry were exti^ordi- 
nary, and consequently diminished llhe 
force of mounted dragoons, in an exces- 
sive degree? And did I not at Morttc 
Video, by every means in mv power 
facilitate mounting the cavalry } 

A, Certainly, Fcohsid^f r it sd. 
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Examined by the Court. 

(i. Did the countrymen who brought 
you thie order on the iporning of the 5tU 
mformyou by w!iat rout they came ? 

A. They informed me that they had, 
found very great di]ficu)ty in avoiding 
the Spanish troops, and were frequently 
obliged to swim the rivers with their 
horses. The v did not point out the rout 
by which they came. 

Q, Were the guns of your division 
drawn by horses trom the time of" your 
leaving the heights above Barragon on 
your march to Reduction ? 

A. They were drawn by horses and 
mules, which were certainly unable of 
tiiems^ves to bring them through the 
swawps. 

Q. Do you. know what sort of place 
you J stores, were kept in at Monte Vi- 
deo? 

A^ It was a room on the lieach near ' 
the sea, then occupied by pur quarter- 
master. It was a very large one. 

Lieutenant-colonel Henry Tor rem sjvom 
. and examined. 

Q. You were on Lieutenant-general 
Whitek)cke*s staff on the expedition 
agkinst Buenos Ayres f 

A* I w^s. 

Q. What situation had you on that 
staff? 

A." Military secretary. 

Q.'. State the substance of the infor- 
matipn received by General Whitelocjce 
preVipus to his leavui^ Montevideo, of 
the means and disposition of the enemy 
to 4-esist, and the plans of the Spanish 
commander. 

A. The information which General 
White)ocke received was very defective, 
as we never had any direct communica- 
tion with Buenos Ayres. We heard, ge-" 
wrally, that the military and the inha- 
bitants of puenos Ayres had determined 
to^ defend it it to the last, that they liad 
ericted batteries in the principal Streets, 
aodth^t the ordnance mounted on them 
might be about 40 or 50 heavy can- 
non : every person from whom informa- 
tion could be obtained was examin- 
ed as to the best situation for landing 
the army on tlie south side of the river. 
The Quarter-master-general and Captain 



Thomps(Hi of the navy, were sent to re- 
connoitre, and on their return the Ensi- 
nada was fixed upon as the most practi* 
cable part for d'lsembarkation. 

Q» Was any information obtained of 
the effective force of the army under the 
Spanish General ? 

A. We heard, generally, that their 
army consisted of eight thousand men;, 
but this information was vague, ag. some' 
said eight, others ten, and others twelve 
thousand men. 

Q. Were you constantly with Gene* 
/al Whitelocke, from his landfng at the^ 
£nsinada to the evacuation of Buenos 
Ayres? 

'A. Generally in attendance on him, 
but not constantly, sometimes with the, 
advance-guard. 

Q. During your march from En^na^ * 
till your arrival before the town on the, 
third, were you intrusted with the writing 
or delivery of any orders? 

A. Frequently. 

Q. Will you state, as far as your me* , 
mory will admit, tlie orders, you re-' 
ceived ? . 

A. On the evening of the 20th June, , 
in reply to a report from General 
Gower, that he haci reached the heights , 
of En»nada Vale, I was directed to write 
to him, to» desire he would be prepared 
to advance, on the Commander in Chief 
joinuig him the next day with tlie main 
column of the ^army. un the evening ; 
of the 30th June, in reply to a dispatch 
from General Gower, I was directed 
to desire that he would halt on the, 
ground where he reported himself, until 
ttie conmiander of the forces joined him 
the next day. 

Q. Have you a copy of this letter? 

A. All these orders were written on 
my knee in the li^ld, and of course I had 
not the means of taking copies. I was 
directed about two o'clock on the morn- ' 
ing of the 2d July, to desire that Major- 
general GoM^er should advance that 
morning with the column under his com- 
mand, to feel his way over the Chuelo 
at any place he might find it practicable 
above the bridge, to take a position on 
the western suburbs of Buenos Ayres, 
and communicate witli tlie shippine, 
aud to avail himself of any favourable 
opportunity of sending a summons to the . 
Spanish General, referring to some pre- 
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xiom conversaiion or commuhicatloii 
vliicli he had had on the subject oif tne 
teni)s to be granted, and stating gebe- 
raJly, that it was his, (the General's) in- 
tentions to support him. 

ti. Do jrou recollect whether there 
was any expression in the lettei: relating 
to Gehei*al Gower advandi^i; into tlie 
tbwii K 

A. To the best oT my recollection 
tfceire was ho siich expression lb the 
letter. 

Q. Does your memory enable you to 
ctaie whether aiiy siich expressions were 
ifi the letter. 

A. I can positively state there were no 
fjich expressions in it; tne order was, 
to take a positioii on thb westerii subuirbs, 
9;id no further. 

Q. Can yoii say what the expressibns 
^re which communicated the uiteniiou 
of luppdrting hjm t 

A. To the oest of my recollect i#n they 
were, .that f* I mean to siip^iort y^u 
'With tiiecdrumn dridei: my inimediate 
cdmmahd,'' 

As Did the Jetter putport thatJGene- ' 
ril Gpwci: was to march ^al a^y. of 
were there smy expressions iji the letter 
which left tne opierations of the advance 
corps to the judgment or disefe- 
tibh of the Majoir-general. or; w4s the 
ocdei: a pemnptoi-y one, jikjB those issii- 
ed by a Commanaer in Chief to the of- 
fibers under His comniahdl . 

A. The brdei* was a beremptoiy one. 

Q. Had any ihfdniiatibn iK*eii receiv- 
•d <^ the streqgth and position of the 
enemy anV time subsequent to the faho- 
iiig at the Ensina^, and previous to \he 
time you were speak'mg of^ the night ^t 
thehrsL 

A. None whatever* 

Q. Was it, known at that tim§ Row 
inaav passes there were over the Chuelo 
besides the bridge? 

A. It was not exa<itly known/ The 
Easso Chico, from every information 
we had received^ was supi>o8e^ to be im- 
practicable, at least theHs was a yeiy 
great doubt as to its practicability. Tlitr 
guide told us, that by going up higher 
w'e shoula find the sourcieof the river; 
tbie pasiK) de Zamora was never men- 
tioned till we arrived at Reducti6n> and 
he seemed to have only a faint idea of it. 

Q. Had the guides attached to the 



different divisions of the kfm^ Bfecn cT«r 
confronted, or the accounts, they g^ve of 
the fouhtry, compared with eacfi otRer 
by General Whitelbcke ot bv His ordferf 

A. Before we left Monte Video hoiift 
were confronted, because ^ofae 6f the 
guides did not like to appear to take m 
active part in the caiise. least it shbuld 
<;ireate a jealousy on tm; part of the 
Spaiiiai-ds aqd Indiaiis ; therefore ^vttf 
communication we had with, him was 
private, and he was never present when 
t^e other two. w"^ ^^^ AmcncSns, 
were Examined; but t know lhc«J .t#i> 
were together, for they went lip the riv^fr 
with the quarter-inaster-genend. 

Q. To which division of the attojf 
wei*e the two Aiiieikahs attached r 

A. One with General Gower, and lb* 
other with Lieutenant-cblohel Mahci}l. 

Q. Do yoii kiiow whether ttie jraid^ 
who were attachgl to th^ mainlxidr» 
uhdei* General whitelocke's iimiiiedrab 
corinhand. and those kuides ^hb wet^ 
attached to General UbVrfer, ^cre eVc^ 
confironted. or their accounts compared* 
86 as to ^rtaik wh^tliei* th^ t^ di- 
visions of the army id'^cfii^in the same 

A. Never to niy kWwiedge. 

Q. The Lieutenaht-gmieral D|i^,ki 
you have stated, without iiifo^^i^tlSb df 
the str^^ or positbn of tnJ^ ^id!^ 
witnoul the tbwn, were imy, ibdwifl^ 
attempts made, by reconnoiteriiig, A 
otherwise) to asceKain it Drfevibbft to tne 
letter you have just now desciibdi f 

A. I do not recoil^ that sUiy tf«M 
wer^ taken to reconnoitre, ekc^ 9A 
the eventf^of the first; horm UmiHf^ 
dered for uiat puirpoie the next m6hi- 
iMg, but the reconnoissance did iiet fam 
place. 

Q. Do you know what mfi;iHM^ 
tlie Lietitenabt-general received ob m 
Isl respecting 'theappearance of tHed^^ 
or of bad weather, from the JnhabitMU 
ofthe country ? 

A. I understood that such oCthe tt|- 
tiVes as were attached to the C<^wilft- 
sarj'-general^s department, . exprc^id 
apprehensions as to a change of HKreiH$€i; 
but I never was present at this etaift- 
nation. 

Q. What were the last orders, on ttfe 
evening of the 1st July, respectihgjSIb 
operations of the ariny on tbe sU 
dayf 
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4* No f>r<Jer8 ^bat^er ^era issued 
f])4 nigbt as to the mext da^'s oper 

Q. fjad you been told by Qemeral 
lYbitetock^ on the first, whetker he did 
pr di4 not intend ^o halt the 9I^y ^ 
^e second? 

" A'. GeDer^Whttelodcenevfsr^tually 
told fne that such was his kten^^ but 
I considered it to be sq. 

Q. State your reasons for forming that 
pinion. 

A. >f y reasons for ibrming that 9p|- 
ni^O vrere, th^i the Admiral ha^ sent 
an officer from the fleet, tp knqw if we 
panted ^irits or provision^ and the o^ 
flW was directed to have a portion of 
each landed by ten o'clocl^ the i^^t 
looming, whicbf with the GeneV^'sf in<* 
ientiqi to reconnoitre^ I thought wqut4 
p^cupy tl:^ most part qf that Ss^y, 59 as 
^ to fdv^ ^^ time for fiirther operations. 

^. Ai what hour wa$ tjie cf dqr to^ 
Woiiflg the ne^t day given ? 

A* At nine, or h^ p.^st pin^ p'cjp^ ; 
I c^Qt exactly ^y. 

(f Wa* ti^ order the first, notice 
voi^ received of the G^nerars intenti^jij^ 
(0 march that day? 

A. It was the first intunation I receive^ 
of his chanj^ of intention. 

Q. Were there any expressions in the 
order you were directe4 to send to Ma- 
jor-general Grower, which ascertained 
wh^if^r it was the intention of General 
Whitelocke to march on the second?' 

A. There was nothing in that letter 
which led me to draw a conclusion as to 
a^ period qf General Whitelocke's a4- 
^ance.- 

Q. Did a^y thing pass, in coavensL- 
tjdn with General Whitelocke, at that 
tipie, which aUowed you to form ^y 
(;(qpduskm witb respect to the JJeute* 
rapt-genei^'s \ntention as to the opera- 
Sons m the army on the second ? 

4«' Kp^l\ing draped in conversation 
to enisle me tp draw any fonclusion as 
JM^t^R^nt-g^qfjral's mpv^^iei^ 

JL9W S9pn after t^ts conversation 
ymi f^ the lieutefl^t-j^ivefal be- 
ithe prqer to march was giyen) 
• J 8%w him immediately after, and 
befire the order for the march was given^ 
^i|it X w^ vi^ c^ ^e $poi when it was 



fu4y4 and when! returned tbe.tiiK^ 
were getting under ^rms. 

ft. behave been told by a formcf 
]yitnesS| tl^t General Whitelocke pror 
peeded on th^ mornij^g before the ordcf 
for wrch was given. At' wb^ hour 
in the morning oid y9U n^eef' Gc^er^ 
Whiteloclce? 

4- 4^9*1* ^^^ P?st spven or c*^Iit 
o'clock. ' I went 9, Uttle id the front' of 
^e lin^ ai^ipet Colonel Bourlfei "^^^ 
was returning from General Gower| 
havmg delivered the letter I ^d wnttei^ 
that mornipg. 

Q. Were you told by Generifl Vfhjtf* 
Ipcke wh<^l^er he intended to prpcee^ 
to the advance qoros, or to npak«* the 
reconiioissance wtuci^ i^ been dec^de^ 
on tlie precedrng evening ? 

A. General W hitelooLe $d not inti« 
mate to me his int^ntiopci. Whe^ I re* 
turned fropq |eeking £lir Samuel Ai^t 
inuty I ^ound that ti^' columnj^beeif 
prdered to file qp, . l^ut { was not 'ac* 
quainted with the precise directio^i It wa| 
fo takeuniU a^ery^ds. 

CL* JDid you see Lieutenant-^9lc^e| 
{(ourke deliver General Gower's {uufjwet 
^ General wlutelocke? 

A. I believe he fic^ dolivere4 it to 
1^, a^d I de^ver^dit^o^e Lfeutepapt* 
generall 

a. Wbat djid General Whitelo<^e d^ 
after ref^iyipg th^t letter ? Did he prq^ 
ceed of return^ and what orders did hf 
give? 

A. Qe ^ad spoken ^p^rt to Coloni4 
Spurke, and I heard him say that hf 
would send the 87th cemmisnt to s^ppo^ 
peneral Gow€^. I qi^ nqt he?ir tim 
say further. I then we^t tp desire thai 
Sir 3amuel AMq^i^uty woqld order that 
corps under, ^xn^, as it composed pa4 
of his bri^e, a^d I was a few yard^ of^ 
iny way when the General called nif 
back to desire that $ir Samuel Aucb? 
m^V wquldgetti^ wMe^rig^de under 
arnas. I could nqt find Sjir ^amiM^ ' 
Auchniiity, and qn my ^et^rn lloun4 
that the orders which hav;e beqp ^j^l^i^i^ 
stated had been .given o^t. 

Q. Whj^ oth^ orders were yott d|r 
rected to write or send to Colonel Mi- 
hqn in the course ^f the second, thfra^ 
imd fourth, J uW? 

A. 0h qur Jeskying the jgronmd ficoi|i 
ReducJ^ai ttiei^g ,^s an.qr(£^r to Cqiq^ 
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Mahon. merely to desire that he woiild 
proceed, aod make what haste he could 
' with the artillery and stores, and I was 
directed to point out the direction which 
our column toot to Major Gwyn, who 
ttf^as left to take care -of the sick and fa- 
tigued. In this order to Colonel Mahon 
he was ordered to get refreshments from 
the navy, to follow the Lieutenant-gene- 
ral as soon as possible in a S. W. 
direction. On the halt of the column 
that day, Captain Whittingham came to 
me with a message from the Gcnerai, to 
desire that I would write to Colonel Ma- 
hon, ordering him to halt till further or- 
orders. On the evening of the third I 
wrote to Colonel Mahon, to desire he 
would advance with his detachment the 
next morning towards the bridge over 
the Chuelb, and to take a position out 
of the range of the enemy's fire, to re- 
main there till four o'clock in the even- 
ing, when, if no orders were communi- 
cated to htm, he was to return again to 
Reduction, 

Q,. How were you desired to seifd 
that letter? 

A. I got a man, a native, who under- 
took, to deliver the letter, but it was never 
deceived by Colonel Mahon. 

Q. Did you receive any directkms 
from (jreneral Whitelocke as to the mode 
in which the letter you have just spoken 
of was to be conveyed to Colond Ma- 
lion? 

. A.. General Whitelocke directed me 
to find a person to convey the letter, and 
I emj)loyed an American who had some 
knowledge of the place and thej in- 
habitants, who brought me a man who 
engaged to perform this service. On 
the evening of the 4th I wrote another 
order to Colonel Mahon, on the suppo- 
sition that he had received the previous 
one, to desire that he would move to- 
wards the bridge early on the morning of 
the 5th, and remain out of gun-shot till 
orders were sent to him. This letter 
was writttjn about five in the evening, 
but was detained until eight. 

Q. What directions did you receive 
as to the conveyance of the order of the 
fourth? 

A. I was ordered to find a man to 
take it. I got a man from the Com* 
missary- general's department to carr}' it^ 
•n promising hiiii a large rewanl 



Q. The order of the evening of the 3d 
never having been received, are you 
perfectly satisfied as to its contents ? 

A. P'erfectly sure and satined. 

Q. Was it known at any time, and how 
soon, after your arrival at the Miserare, 
that the enemy had abandoned his po^ 
sition at the bridge over the Chuelo? 

A. There was nothing heard as to its 
evacuation during the day of the 4th. 

Q. Were any, and what, means taken 
to obtain inf:mnation on that subject by 
patroles, or in any other maimer? ' 

A. I do not know that any measures 
were taken to obtain that information. 

Q. State the substance of the informal 
tbn received from prispners, and in any 
other way, of the intetition and means of 
the enemy to resist, subsequent to the ar- 
rival of tl^e main body at Miserare ? 

A Two "^Spanish oflftcers who were 
taken priaoqers in the action of the 2d, 
stated that it was the intention of * the 
enemy to receive us by moveable co- 
lumns, in the event ot the town being 
stormed, and nut to occupy the houses.' 
Captain Whittingham, who interpreted^ 
and took a minute of their evidence, can 
give better information dpofi this subject 
than I can. 

Adjourned until to-morrow. 



FOURTEENTH DAY. , 

Saturday, Feb|i.uary 13. 

The Court being met, pursuant to ad- 
' journment. Lieutenant-colonel Torrcis 
was again called and further examined^ 
Q. Do you know of apy infbrroatioii 
.received from Mr. White on the sub- 
ject of the strength and intentions of the 
enemy to resist? and if -you do, state 
what it was. 

' A. I do not recollect any partictilar 
information received from Mr. White, 
except that he did not conceive the force 
in Buenos Ay res to exceed six thousand 
men, and I believe he expressed hiscon- 
fident expectation that the enemy would 
surrender if we gained a position on eadt 
fiank, that is, the Plaza del Toros aoci 
the Residencia. 

Q. Did you hear from Mr. White, or 
from any other quarter, - any mformatifl» 
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of tbc Intentions of the enemy to occupy 
tbe flatToofs of the houses ? 

*A. I heard, generally, that the enemy 
intended to detend the town in thit man- 
ner, and the first intimation I received to 
the contrary, was the examination of the 
two Spanish officers. I never heard Mr. 
White stiy any thing on the subject. 

Q. Were you in attendance with Ge- 
neral \\f hitelocke from the time of the 
junction at tiie Miserere to the close of 
the 4th July? 

A. I was with htin at the period of the 
junction, but from that time 1 did not 
see him till about 4 o'clock. 

Q. Will you proceed to state the 
times during which you were in attend- 
ance on General Whitelocke, from that 
period to the close of the 4th of July, 
and how you were employed; relating to 
the Court what passed between <Jeneral 
Whitelocke and yourself on the subject 
of the attack, and the occurrences rc- 
latbg to the attack on Buenos Ayres, 
and the operations of the army under 
his xronmiand. 

This questicwi was objected to by the 
Court. - 

Judge Advocate, — A paper has -been 
put into my hand, by which it is objected 
asking the witness, generally, as to the 
conversations which passed between him 
and General Whitelocke. From the 
situation he held, some of these conver- 
satioi^s may be, by no means, fit to be 
disclosed; some -conversations might 
have occurred respecting the officers 
under General Whitelocke, which it 
would be neither necessary nor propel 
to state to the Court. Undoubtedly the 
questicMi I meant to ' have put must have 
been misapprehended, as I meant only 
such conversations as related to the ope- 
rations of the army. I'hose of a nature 
strictl^T' confidential it was by no means 
my wish or intention to enquire into; 
Having premised this, Colonel Torrens 
will be so good as to answer the question 
without adverting to any thing of a strict- 
ly confidential nature, 

' ColonelTorrens. — I am greatly obliged 
to the Court for relieving me itoxxi a 
niost unptostsant situation. 'There cer- 
tainly are circumstances which occurred 
between General Whitdockeand myself 
of a strictly confidential nature, and 
wiuch I shoukl have held sacred : with' 



the iuterdictiori the Court has permfttei 
me, I trust 1 shall be able to draw the 
line. 

The question was again repeated. 

A. Shortly after my arrival at head 
quarters. Lieutenant-colonel Bourive r^ 
turned from having visited tlie out-posts 
on the evening of the 3d, and General 
Whitelocke then mentioned to us both, 
particularly addressing himself to Cokv 
nel Bourke, that he had in his hand a 
paper containing the plan of attack for 
the next day. He said; that it was sug- 

fested by General Gower, ainl expressed 
imself extremely averse to it, on the 
score of its inhumanity. He said, he 
would certainly eraze the order for ynzkr 
iiig no prisoners, and that, before the 
plan was carried into execution, he 
would again send a summons to General 
Liniers. Colonel Bourke said it was a 
very novel kind of attack, and also 
thought it would be attended with the 
sacrifice of a great many lives, but added, 
that, in hb opinion, he thought it would 
succeed. I merely remarked, from tlje 
weather having set in to rain, it wa< 
necessary some prompt measure should 
be adopted. This was all that passed at 
that time. Shortly after General Crau^ 
furd came to head quarters, and the 
General addressed himself to him pretty 
much in the same terms he bad to 0>- 
lonel Bourke. General Craufurd and f 
looked over the plan of the town, and 
were applying the plan of attack to it, 
when he started a difficulty, from aa 
idea that it was intended to penetrate 
down the centre, instead of making an 
impressbn on the flanks. He said he 
would go and talk to General Gower 
upon it. A few moments after General 
Crauford's departure, I found, however, 
that he had made a mistake, and that 
there was no such intention in the plan, 
I do not recollect any further conversa- 
tion at that time. I was busied in mak- 
ing copies of tlie. plan of attack to deli- 
ver to the different columns, and it wai 
Understood it was to take place next day 
at half past twelve o'clock. General 
Gower engaged to bring the brigadiers 
to head quarters by eight o'clock, to re- 
ceive their final instructions. Next 
morning General Whitelocke desired me 
to write a letter to General Liniers 
which letter, I believe, has appeared in 
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the {Mijbli^ f9ptn. Getner^ Whitelocke 
nrrote the letter himseli^— I copied it 
Generar Whitelocke also wrote a eircu- 
Jar le^er tp t^ brigadiei9, saying, that 
}i^ Wds obliged to afkfkt tiiis glan of at* 
l^k, in cpnsequence oi the local iiiCGf»- 
?epieiic)ed uj^der which jthe am^y labour- 
pi, or some words to ti)at purpNOse, call- 
ing pp them to make every exertion in 
jiltiir power, to prevent the eflusion of 
bkxMJt which migtit be expecteid fr4>m it. 
aboftly Mter, General Gower and the 
}>rigadierscam«toheadnquarters» ^d I 
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TY hi^elocke was absant fr(»n baM-cf^Wc 
ters, from the tim^ of ^tabU^hius ut^/l^ 
(warters at the Miserere to the cIos« ot 
the 4th of July? 

. A. 1 do not recpjllect th^t Genera} 
Whitelocke was absent from Kead-qii^ 
ters 4uring Uiat period, except for the 
hour I have aUeady mentioned. I am 
not quite clear af its btipg ajQ houTi it 
miffht have been more. 

Q. What was the distance of White's 
house from the entrance of the ^own ? 

A. The suburbs ^xe so extended, it is 
impossible for me to ^y what is the ei^ 
trance of the town—perhaps 250 yardbi 
in the rear of General Craufurd« divi- 
aiqn, that w^ at the Coi^ de Misei^ifre. 

Q. Did General Whitelocke ever Iiir 
form you, whether he had ftm^ed anj^ 
other plsMi lor the attaclf of thfc towi| 
liesides that given in your evidence i 

A. I never understood fron^ de^ftr^ 
W'hitelocke that he bad formed fu^ 
precise plan : he had an ic|e^ ^vep Iff^ 
We he left Mqnte Video, of proceediut 
to the north-^vest of Buenos Ayres, .a|»c| 
throwing his Idt flank pn the rivftr far 
the purpose of conununicating with tb^ 
;iavy. it was always bis intention, Ixyw* 
^ver, to \)e gukled by )oc4 fWquiftrr 
sMj^ce^* 

Q. ^merely meant to kqaw^ ^d ] 
9^y 4^^>wledge of any plan ^ 
SMpsMMent to his arriv^ at tup 
or a plan of attack at 4«o^ tiffie I 

A. Nope wbat^ve^ 4qbsequent to J|^| 
$triiv|il. 

(^. Having stated ^t yo^ zccjoxm 
juuiied Qener^ Whiteloc% ijbe an^ 
time that be left headH)^ar^ ^fterip 
arrival at the Miserarej, ()ic) he U^ 
yjsit the advice post of 4ie aimy, or 
bow far did he proceed l^ thatdirecoQi^ 

A. Geoeial Whiteloiciljtc id flot goi 
fuEtber thap the left of the Cor^, 3f beifi 
thf^. centre brigade was th^'p^^iaiiing. . 

Q. Was tlie sUtion of the Ccvnma^ 
dcM* of the forces where ne.^^ ^pki^ 
foun4 ^1^ the day of attack, ever noti;6e^ 
to the other officers of the acEQ^y td your 
knowledge ? 

4* It w^ not notijiejd to jqij lu^m- 
le4ge, and I iiever ^^^aid it Biefttwttjf^ 
tbi9i day. 

Q. Vfas 4be pl?^» of retreat, if re^ 
trt^^t bepiunf qppffi^ry, ever iip(46ed tf 
thp pmcia^ rf ^f¥ml , y 
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I !^ie?e th^ general idea wia^ that ottf 
^oerations mrould be croWned with com- 
plete stlcc^s. 

Q. Have you any other infoqnation 
to give th^ Coutt 6ik the subject of th^ 
charges vou have heard read ? 

A. The floesfion pu^ hie ih an a#k- 
#ard pre€)icatff^nt, for it is difficult for 
me to know what n\ay attach to the Ge- 
neraPs conduct in any way^ bat I be- 
lieve I have given every information to 
the Cotirt that my recoliectioh at pr^^nt 
{teAnits me. 

Judge Ad'OOcate,'-li is With the ce- 
deral view to obtain all the information 
we can froiiii the witness that that ques* 
tion IS pM\. When he says that he has 
stated all he knows, it is enough ; but if 
he wishes to amend or add afterwards, 
he nteV ^o so. 

A^ Oenetally *J>eaking, I think I haVe 
Ht'^tiid all tiiat 'I know, but I shouki not 
Mte to take upoh myself the respons't- 
bility of saying, that there were no other 
dteuftlstailccfs ; bUt I do not recollect 
ai)j Oth^r it (hH nion»eiit< 

<ii Did UVail myself <rfev*kymcWi8 
affa d)lp6rtunitv to (yrovide ^Mes atid 
information, an^ was not the dispositleti- 
<f IM^ cotlAtr3ridh6stil^ t6 usa^ tomake 
It very difficult to procilt^ an^ sUtisfod- 
tt^fWdliBence? 

A. The disposition of the country wjis 
t6 hd^til^ thkt it was almost in^possible 
to procure any intelligence that Was sa* 
tisractory. General .Whitek)Cke cer- 
taihiy did aVail himseff of the inssistanee 
df isiith p^ple as were Willing to aifotx! 
ukbrmation. 

Q. Was not the disethfoatkationttiuch 
retarded by our being obliged to go to a 
small creeK, ihstead c^ landing on the 
bi^ch as we were led by Our ^ides to 
a^pftcfse we might? 

' A. Certainly, if thtft wlBit^ had been 
of sufficient draught to <Mkb\^ th« attny 
t6 land with ah ^xUhded front, thed^- 
bUtk^tldh #ould have been hiuch moiie 
C9ii|iifdtll0ul. 

Q. Were we^ not led to suppose by 
tte gukte^ thfat \h^ men wotikl Uknd 
oh the Ensinada from the beach| iMd' 
Was |t not atteo^pted ? 



A Th«y %^re led to^pOMi so, iM 
it wi^atteiiipted. 

Q. Had the de^ti'iptioii of the ^MmI 
from the Etisiiiada to Buenos Ayi^ 
darticularly across the swamp given ui 
D^ the guides, led us to have a just coft-^ 
d&ption of the difficulfies whieh we after* 
wards experienced ? 

' A. I always understood fhhh tile 
cuidesj that the swamp ran parallel tn 
the banks of the Plata, but their descrip^ 
tlon never gave art adequate idea of th^ 
difficulties we encountered. 

Q. In the course of your fofM^ ser^ 
vices in the East and West Indies, on 
the continent of Eutope and elsewh^rei 
did you ever witness the march of att 
army throUeh a swamp like that between 
the Ensinada and the heights of Balra^ 
goh? 

A. I never recollect in any of theMf 
countries to have marched through s( 
marsh such a<t that from th« bay to th« 
heights of Barraffon. 

fudge Ad 
answer to t! 
nigral Whit 
of the iiiha 
make it in 
gfehc^. If! 
iAt^llig^hiiie 
iht usual n 
landing at tfi 
sons tapabU 
nMkkig strt) 
light troops, 
obviatMbjr 
noltrihg partis? ** 

A. It was ifnf)OS«ible to see any of 
the peasantry as they evacuated th» 
country on the march of the ariftt. The 
ofAy two Mell that remained weV* seb- 
ed> atid ho such patrole^ or recotuloiiB> 
tring parties were eter ilMmed. 

EMtkiiM b^ the €o«N. 

Q. t>6 you khow howte tbe PjMio 
de Zamora, where the main body of tihe 
arttiy tftme^ lYit ChiMoi is bdk^w like 
sdurfce oflhrttiVdP } ^ 

A. I do not. 

Q. Intli«cou^Of yotirManHiMllofi 
yott. ha^ MM, that Ml the 3d yc^u \lwA 
a ctfitVeftalkin With GeuerM Wllit«l«ekf 
and Colonel Bdurtce. Do ynf^ kinm 
i94ie«ier Gt^iA WSOieteki «d4 C^ 
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lonel Boiirke had keld any c(mversat^n 

©n the plan, oa the 3d, previous tQrthal 
which you liave. stated ? 

A. Kot that I am acquainted with s 
^dlaiiv iqchned t«> think tliat was the 
first conversation o» the subject, but I 
cannot speak with certainty on that 
point. ' 

Q. In that Conversajkion are yon s»ii:e, 
or do you know, wIk> first stated or pro- 
posed to erase, that particular part of 
the plan relating to making no prisoners^ 

A. To the best of my recollection it 
iffas Greneral Whitelocke, but I am not 
olear upon that po\fiU 

Q Do you know the distance from 
the bridge where Colonel Mahon was 
ordered to halt to the nearest p^rt of 
the town ? 

A. To the nearest part of the town 
it may be two miles or tlwee and a half; 
I cannot speak with precision — the Spa- 
niards call the bridge four miles from the 
centre of the towu. 

* Q. Do you know how far it is from 
the bridge to the Kesidencia? 

. A. r cannot speak with certainty, but 
shouki suppose about three and a half 

* Q. Having stated that no patroles 
wereseiit out, 1k)w was it ascertained 
that the constantias m a western or any 
other direction were deserted > 

A. They were always found to be 
ffvacuated on the arrival of the advance 
gnard of the advance column. 

. Q. Do you know what were the in- . 
conveniencies alluded to in the letter* 
from General Whitelocke to the Briga- 
diers which induced General Whitelodte 
to adopt the plan of attack } 

A. These inconveiiiencies arose from 
the heavy rmns then falling, and the pro- 
bable waiit of provisions: a want experi- 
enced at the moment, for the men had 
been without spirits for several ds^s* 

Q. Might not a communication have 
been established with the shipping at 
that time? 

A. If we had taken an extended cir- 
cuit fo the left, we might perhaps have- 
communicated with tlie snipping, but 
certainly not without sm action. We 
lAusthave moved our position in order 
to communicate ^ith the navy ; a move- 
ment of considerable force, to have esta- 
blished wich communiealion; but if it 



was meant to go to U^ I^aza det T*atm 
we could not. Tliere might have beenr 
a coraiTiunicatkn) from the RecoUta with 
the river from the left of the anny. 

Capitdn Maxweli sxvan^ and exanUnecL - 

Q* Were you aide^-eampto Major* 
general Gower upon the esjpedition 
against Buenos Ayres ? 

A. I was. 

Q. Did you at aiiy time, and when, 
receive a letter from* General Gower^ 

}>urporting to come from General White-- 
ockeon the 2d of July ? 

A. I did receive many letters. I do 
remember one on the 2a of July, 
, Q. Did you see the contents of that 
letter? 

A. I did not* 
, Q. Was the letter of which you Dour 
speak aiwl which yon destroyed on 
the 4th, that which you destroyecf to pre- 
vent its falling into, the hands of the 
enemy? 

A. I did not see the contents of the 
letter, therefore cannot speak positively. 

QapL Wkittingham sworn and examined. 

Q. You were on General White- 
locke's staff on the expedition against 
Buen<» Ayres ? 

A. I was an extra aide-de-camp t# 
General Whitelocke. 

Q. Did you, by General Whitelocke*!. 
directbn, convey any letter written by 
his orders to Colonel Mahon on the 2d 
of July? 

A. No, r did not. 

Q» You were not then sent at any 
time on the man^h from the Ensinada to 
Buenos Ayres, to convey any orders ity 
Lieutenant-colonel Mahon ? 

A. No, I was not. 

Q. After the arrival of the main body 
of the army iat th^ Miserare, did you at 
any time, and when proceed into the 
town of Buenos Ayres with a flag of 
truce, and for what purpose ? 
. A. On the morning of the 4th, I wai 
sent intp the town of Buenos Ayres with 
a dag of truce, and a letter to General 
Uniers. - 

Q. Did you see the c«nteBti» of that 
letter? . .' 

A. No, I did noti 
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judee A^ocate, — I novput a copy 
bf the lettet alluded to intd the witness's 
hands, which has been admitt^ by Ge- 
neral Whitelocke. 

The letter was addressed from LieUi 
tenant-general Whitelocke to General 
Luiiers. See Appfendix 

Q. Did you bring back an answet? 

A. I waited for half an hour accofdh^g 
td ray orders. The answdJ- was not 
brought, and I returned. 

Q. How far did you proceed into the 
town on that occasion ? 

A. Little more than a mile from head-' 
quarters. 

Q. Did yoti communicate to General 
"Whitelocke the observations you had 
made oa the strength and position of the 
enemy ? 

A. I saw nothing but their otitpdsts. 
At the time I vvas there all hostilities wi^re 
suspended. 

0. Did you examme the persons ^h& 
were taken 6n the 2d ? 

A. I examined two of them. 

Q. State tlie account they gave you 
of the frontier and disposition to fesist, 
and strength of the enemy. 

A. They said, that previous to their 
leaving the town the principal defence 
had been prepared on the side n^t the 
fiver, and that they had heard it re- 
ported that General Liniers meant to 
occupy th^ streets of Buenos Ayres with 
columns of troops. That was all the m* 
formation f could learn from them. 

Q. Did you learn when they left the 
town? 

A. As well as I recollect they left the 
town on the 1st. 

Ci, Did you learn from them, or from 
any other information, wliether the arttty 
had evacuated the position they had at 
the bridge > 

A. I did not. 

Q. Had you, from your khowledgitf 
^ the Spanish language, the means of 
obtaining information from any trf the 
natives on the subject to which ! have 
already referred, between the period of 
your artival at the Miserare and the close 
of the 4th of July \ and if you had, state 
tke circumstances ? ' 

A. The two offictefrs ejtaniined ap- 
peared to me to be amongst the most 
intelligent; I received no information 
whatever except from thest two officers. 



Q^ Do you know what infonftation 
#«» rtwijived man Mh WhHe ? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Was the statidn iii which the 
Command^ in Chief was td be found bn 
the day of attaek, iWtifi6d to yeut kii^»#* 
^gei in drdets or othei^^ 16 ^ Q(^ 
neral or oth^r office^ of the army ? 

A. i do not know tlmt it was: 

Q. Wete the pomts of retf^at^ Jf tfe-^ 
tteat bedame necessarjr, h^ifiedin ot* 
ders or otherwise to the Gen<irtil sfi4 
Othel" officers dfthte army. 

A. Not that I know Of. 

Q. Wei'e you quarter^ ttf Whll^#^ 
house, or^here? 

A. I wa« quarf^ed at WHit^ HoMi 
Whh GejiettilWhttelockfe. 

Q. Did theDeuteAai^geh^r^nj^C 
Jlny fecOimoissancSe towardS the Wmi f 

A. I was not pr^cht at any. , 

Q. Do you kn6# of any hairlAg b*^ 
made? 

A. I do not. 

Q. If any had b^fl tiiad^, mm y^ 
have known of it > • 

A. I think I should. 

Genctai IThitdoek^.^^l lia^ mk)xf 

2uestk)ns to ask Captain Whittmgha^ 
ut I will reserve them 'for my deiMi^; 

EtarniAed by the Cdttrf . 

Q; Did yOti itt Gerie#al UfAm 6f 
any of the principal offiCei^, wh^n Jotf 
went into the tOWn wirtt a flag of trwcfe ? 
or had you ariy conversafidn wftfi aajf 
of those you saw there? 

A. I dtd not see General Litile»; t 
delivered the letter to an officef of ai*^ 
tiilefy, who commanded that part' of thif 
outposts: I had no particular corfi^e*- 
sation with him. 

Q. Did you examine the gUid» at th^ 
Ensinada? and were tho^ at Genetdl 
Whitelocke's and General Go^-ei^s o#* 
lumns ever confronted ? 

A. Therfe was no patticolar dtiifil^ 
nation of the guides till we came to Re^ 
dnction. I do not know that- thty wfeW 
ever confronted. 

The Judge Advocate thito l*ead Q& 
neral Liniers* answer to Genera^^ Wlike*- 
locke's letter of the 4tb (for tvWcIl *i* 
Appendix, No. IX;) 
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Rear-admiral 3furrat^ sxoorn and ex- 
amintd, 

Q, Will you state whether any^ and 
\rhat meaos were taken to ascertain the 
pr0prle(y of landing at the Ensinada, in 
preference to any other place ? 

A. Oh niy arrival at Monte Video, 
I found Adiuiml Stirling had sent Cap- 
tain Thomusou vp the river in tiie Fly 
c^oop, for tne purpose of ascertaining the 
best place tor landing troops, and Admi- 
ral lading informed me, that the Ensi- 
nada wils thought to be the best place : 
but the Quarter-master-eeneral, Lieute- 
naat-colouel Bourke, and Capt. Thomp- 
son, of the Fly, had been sent up the 
river by General Whltelocke, as he was 

tarticuiarly anxious to put his orders in 
»rce; that this plan was thought the 
best adapted for the purpose of landing, 
and was at that time hxed upon. 

Q. What means were taken, and with 
what success, for provisioning the army 
' pn its landiug, and its subsequent opera* 
tions? 

A. The transports which came from 
the Cape witii me had nearly three 
iponths provisions for five thousand 
mai. Th^ greater part of these trans- 
piorts went up the river with tlie troops, 
besides which there were, I think, two 
victuallers, with aquantity of provisions 
^i^ for the army* 

Q. What means were taken, with a 
view to the co-operation of the' sea and 
land forces, more particularly when the 
latter obtained a position to the west of 
the town ; and what was the cause why 
such measures were not carried into et- 
te.ct? 

A, I informed the General on leaving 
Barragon, that whenever he came to the 
water-side, 1 should communicate with 
h'un of course. On the day after leav- 
ing Barragon^ the transports were sent 
up the river by my direction, to anchor 
as near Buenos Ayres as the shallowness 
©f the river would permit. The other 
transports and a victualler 1 kept in 
shore as near as I could go between 
Barragon and Buenos Ayres, for the 
purpose of landincj provisions for the 
army, incase the General should have 
occasion for them. .' On the 1st of July, 
perceiving the army on their niiirch to 



the village Reduction, I sent an ofikcf 
on shore to commuiutatc with tlie Gene- 
ral, and to ask if he was ui want of any 
thing the squadron could supply. This 
officer returned on board the Nereid 
the next morning, and informed me that 
the General very much wislied I would 
land bread and 'jpirits for the army : the 
Quantity of which required would be 
directed by the officer commanding tbe 
division that was near the shore. A 
quantity was immediately landed, and 
tiie officer at that time observed that a 
dep6t of provisions would be very neces- 
sary to be formed at Reduction. A 
quantity was accordingly ordered to be 
landed, part of which was on the beacb^ 
when the officer w as informed that that 
division was to march on ; of course 
there was no person to take tlie charge. 
Provisions were likewise ready to be 
fanded if required, after the troops took 
possession of the Plaza dd Toros, Three 
days provisions were ordered to be. 
dressed for the troops when they dis- 
embarked at Barragon, and three days 
bread and spirits were reported to me 
to have been landed, I thinTk on the 2cf 
of July, for the division commanded by 
Colonel Mahon." !More could have 
been landed if Colonel Mahon had 
wished for it. The transports having 
the heavy cannon were ordered to the 
westward of ih^ town on the 3d of July, 
by the particular request of General 
Whitelocke. Having received a letter 
from Col. Bourke, the Quarter-master 
gen., I think on the 2d of Jnly, stating 
that it was the general's direction that 
he should inform me of his intention of 
marching to tlie westward of the town, 
and resquesting I would order the vessels 
with the heavy artillery to that place. 
I likewise ordered the tour gun-boats and 
such armed vessels as drew but little wa- 
ter, under the command of Capt. Thomp- 
son of the Fly, to the westward of the 
'to\i'n, on the 4th of July, with the vessel* 
having the heavy artillery on board ; 
the gun-boats being ready to co-operate 
with the army whenever it should be 
thought necessary ; understanding by 
the letter from C'olonel Bourke, as well 
as from a conversation that had' passed 
between the General and myself, that it 
was hFs intahtion to proceed to the west- 
ward of the town. " 
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Q. lJ.o\v near could the transports 
approach the shore at point Quihiies ? 

A. I think they might approach with- 
in near a mile, or thereabouts, as there is 
a channel within side the banks, but the 
depth of water is very uncertain, as.it is 
governed so much by the wind, and falls 
suddenly with a N.N.E. and west wind, 
seven or eight feet. 

Q. How soon was it practicable to 
bring vessels to the westward of the 
town, with a view to laud artillery and 
stores, and what facility did the mouth 
of the Chuelo afford/or that purpose ? 
and state the cause why no attempt of 
that nature was made there or at any 
other point. 

A. To the westward of Buenos Ayres, 
and at Buenos Ayres, the water is so 
shallow that vessels could not with safety 
be allowed io remain within five or six 
miles cf the Ig^ndipg- place ; for even the 
gun-brigs, which drew ver^r little water, 
wei-e frequently aground within two or 
three miles of the shore. The Chuelo 
at low water I understand to be nearly 
dry on the bar. I do not mean to state 
that there was any difficulty to land the" 
cannon, as the tJoats which might have 
landed them were ready with the can- 
non hi them when the truce was made ; 
of course, while the truce was pending, 
all (yeratipas of that kind were sps- 
pended. 

Q. Do you mean to say -that the 
circumstances stated in the answer to the 
last question presented insuperable obsta- 
cles to an attack on the east side of the 
town, by a portion of the troops conjointly 
with the navy, at the time tne town was 
attacked on the west by the army ? 

A. I have no doubt that the gun-boats 
could have assisted in an attack on the east 
part of the town, but not so effectually 
as on the west ; and as I conceived that 
it was General White|ocke's intention tp 
attack the town from the west, the gun-, 
boats were all there for that purpose. 

Q. ^'hat was the number of small 
craft, and other armed vessels drawing 
little water, employed in the expedition 
against Buenos Ayres ? 

A. I don't tliink there were mpre than 
five or six vessels that were of easy 
draught of water enough to assist in the 
^ittacK pn the town, for even one or two 
©f ^e gun-boa^s which drew ^)^t little 



water were at times agrotind during the 
attack. 

Q. What nuipber of' seSaitien were 
landed with the army on the :28th and 
sgth? , , 

A. About 220 with officers were land* 
ed to march with the army. 

Q. Had you any communication with 
GenTeral Whitelocke on the, subject of 
the number of seatnen that coiUd be 
spared by the fleet, to assist the opera- 
tions of the army ?. 

A. General Whitelocke requested 
that 440 seamen might be landed, jvhich 
number were ordered and sent up the 
river for that purpose ; but finding that 
the boats for landing the troops would 
require a greater number of men to man 
them, I informed the General that Jialf 
the number would land with the first 
division, and march under his direction : 
and that he should have the other half 
after the troops were landed if he found 
it necessary. I had left the ships at 
Monte Video very short of men, living 
landed, at General Whitelocke's reauest, 
the marines of the squadron at Monte 
.Video. When the troops were landed, 
at the Ensinada, Captain Frazer of the 
artillery informed me he had landfed the 
horses, and he should have no occasion 
for mofe than 220 men first landed. 

Q. Subsequent to the landing of the 
troops, was any application made to you 
by General Whitelocke for the remain* 
der of the seamen*? 

A. No. 

Q, Have you the letter frxnn Colonel 
Bourke in your possession ? . . 

A. I thought! had it, but by some 
ipista)ie I have left it among my papers 
at Portsmouth ; but shall send for \t if 
the Court think necessary. 

Qr Have you any thing further to 
slate, or any -ftirther information to give 
the Court upon the subject of the two 
first charges, to the close of the evening 
0fthe4thof July? 

A. All I can say is, that General 
W^httelocke seemed very anxions to put 
the orders he had received in force, for 
which purpose every exertion was made, 
as far as I know. What occurred on 
shore I caimot speak to, as I did not see 
General Whitelocke again until the 7th 
of July. 
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FIFTEENTH DAY* 

mei pursu^it tp a^- 
Judg^ Aclvqcajte inU- 

was, ia waiting, anc^ 

']n and covrcqt sc|ivie 

pus evideiiqe. 

being acUnitted, pro- 

f th^t part of )\i% evl" 

'dence which related to the orders issued 

by Q;^np^;al Whitelo<;ke on thq 34 of 

July. 

Cqlpn^ rprren^.-rrAbput quarter of 
^ noUjT ajfter General Whitel6<;k?;S re^, 
tjjrn frpijn the Cor^l the first t^me, 1 v^ras 
riding in the centre with Gen^af Gowe^r, 
'J'tie pickets wer? engaged, and in con- 
sequence of a reppi^tTroui an officer rer 
lauve to %pin^ aip,yeuients of the enemy, 
peneraj power ordered the centje b{i- 
rm^ and I. hastily 
uartersj to report 
the General, and, 
1^ the; pickets, a§ 
5 enemy to leave. 
; town, peneral 
> to this jjfoposi-' 
nounted his hprse 
centre. In the 
Course of a quarter of an hour, or twenty 



inmutes, it wa« fou^. that th&m&reB^t 
wa$ not attended with the desired sue- 
pess: Gei^ral Whitelopke therefor© or-: 
(Jere^ the posts to be |e$un)ed| and J r^ 
turned tp nead quarters. It was subse- 
quent to his return th;^t the examination 
of i\^ $p^ni$lt o0k?r took pl^ce, a^ t 
h^ave a^lready related to the Court. I dq 
not recollect any thing further qr> thai 
cUiy, One part of my t^vidence I wish yery 
mijch to eixpUin: the letter that w^ 
written to Qeperal Qowey on the 2d of 
July was signed by me, aUhouigh die-? 
tate4 by the General ; therefore, thqci^ 
t^tion which I g^ve from it^ witii reg^4 
tp the General's iBtentjoD of supporting 
the advance column, was inpQrrect, hh 
asrauph as it waf efxp^:esscd in the G^ije- 
ralHpers<j|r^. I should have stated, ** it ii 
the intention of the Comm^nder-ifl'chiel 
tp su^ppf t YOU \yith the cprps under hi| 
comj^aiucL - 

Q. Hpvjr long \^a5 the General absent 
fppm head-quarters at the tinve yoi^ 
Ijiave b^n ^eaki^g of, aiid did be tbe^ 
make 9ny reconuoissanc^ of the town ^ 

A. i[|e was about twenty minute^ ab- 
^nt, and did not nijike any reconnp*^ 
iiaftce of tlie town to my knpwkdge. 

Cc^tqin John fqipres swar» qui eoF- 
Ckmined, 

Q. Were you the commandingoffioef 
of engineers, on th^ es^ped^tion against 
J^uenQs Ay res 2 

A. I was. 

Q,. Had yo\\ any ppntoons under your 
command, for the use of the army i 

A. Tb,^re wer€ six ppntpoas, with their 
carriage^ complete, embarked at MSonte 
Videp, 1 understood they were ir| pre- 
paration for the passage of the Chuek^ 
Part of them we^e landed oi) tl>e i^8tb c^ 
June, an4 afterwartjs Fe-embarked, by 
tjie Quarter-master-general. 
. Q- Were they ^ver made use of dur-t 
ing ^he e^speditipn for any p^posfi ? and 
if they were not, vk'h^t was the res^n ?■> 

A. That belongs to th^ Quarter-uEias^. 
ter-general's dpp^tjnent; he tol4 me 
there would not IkT any occa^iQB. to dis- 
emb^rli^, any tjui^g^ but a fe^ entr^ocbing 
tpols, Point C^il'm^f w^s the only 
place, tjiiey coujd afterwards W diseoir 
b^ked, ^t; I (Jo. i?ot k^ow why tbej 
were, not 4i^nJt)afKe4, th^f^s 
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Q. Might they not have been ^xdetet 
barkj^i at pQint 'Quilmcs if it had beeo 
thought advisfible ? 

A. I <;4nnQt 5pea|i tp my own Itoowr 
kdge. 

. Q. State the quantity of entrenching 
tools that acconipaniea the army when 
delivered out/and in wj^at proportion ? 

A, Very few aitrenching tools were 
^isembarkeci, merely sufiSqiept to fill a 
pmall hand-cart. After t|je action of the 
second w^ found two carts of the enemy 
yrjth a few; these were all the troops had 
with tbem to the close of the 4th July. 

Q. Were you possessed of any plan of 
the town of Buf^n^s Ayres previous to 
the landing at the. Ensin^ida? And. pre-i 
yioiis to your leaving Monte Video nad 
you 4ny covnmunkalipn with General 
Wbitelocke on the subject of the mosi 
eligible arrangement for establishing the 
troops in the vicinity of Buenos Ayre^^ 

A. I obtained a plan of the* town 
^om Lieutenant-colonel Bourke on my 
arrival at Monte Video with General 
Crauiurd. The Commander in Chief 
i^ever did me the honour of con3ult*wig 
pae; I never considered myself consult-* 
ed previous to the attack, or relative Uh 
py oi the opeirations of the araiy^ 

Q» From your local observations q£ 
the 'environs of the town, the position o£ 
the country, and the pounds. in its vi* 
ginityi are you of opinK)a that it would 
have allowed batteiies to> be estab!lis^e4 
ftgainst the place t 

A. I do not think they Cftuld withi 
eouive^ience have been estahli$hed oa 
the wd/e of the Coral de Miserere* Tlie 
Jffwn could not be said to be commawl- 
ed from that side; b^it 1 think the givuod 
on the north side oJfthe river would have 
been very ^vouraWe* 

Q. A^hat relation bad the Becolita to. 
the town ; and. if tha* ground had beea 
occupied* what effect vvould it ha^e had 
()Ti the operatiQn*.of tl\e anny in cQmwju^ 
locating witU the dipping? 

A. The Recolita was about oijie and a* 
h^f DC two mile* ftwm the suburbs of tine 
toimt, sind to. the bust of my jud^nen([' 
would have been an adyantag^oup po- 
sHiori to bswe ocBupied, h^cau^ ojf the' 
cpnnectioQ with ihu shipping/ 

Q. Did any thing qv^ pass between * 
you and G^neiuil^ W,hit«locke of Uie 
s»i^te(f ^oMT h[Qldii>$ QO|atfiaiU£ati»^ 
fjith General Gower*. 



A* On the first of July, when the co* 
lunins separated* with the consent of the 
Commander in .Chief, I accompanied 
general Gower, and did not see Gei^eral 
Whitelocke until the third, when he ex* 
pressed himself dissatisfied with me a^d 
Captain Fra^er^ because he said we aW 
tached ourselves to General Gower. 
He then desired me to remain near his 
person till the day of the attack. There 
was a long conversation* in which 
the General expressed himself with 
warmth on the suoject, and directed ^e 
not to hold so much communicatiqn 19 
future with General Gower. 

Q. Would the Eecplita, if occupied^ 
have been, in your judgment, a favour- 
able point CrcvH whence to have carried 
on operations, and to have established 
Mieries U» advance agviHt the town? 

A* It would have been a iavo«jrabl<9 
point to have occupied, with a view to 
the further operations of the army. 
. General Whiielock^ declined, for th^ 
present, asking t^ie witness ^ny ^ues^ 
tiQQ& 

Examvted by the Courts 

Q. Can yoii state whetfici; the con* 
versatio^i which passed between y^^u ai^lr 
General Whitelocke, on the subject of 
>Our not holding comnjuaicatioii^ with 
General Gower, passed befoKC or^ftet 
LO o'clock on the 4th. 

4^ The i?ircumstances I have jusfe 
stated bi^ing^ to. my recollectioiv that the. , 
qonveiwtjoA took place about % a'clock. 
onthe4tli. , 

Q. bid you never pflfer your opinion 
Uy Genets^ Whitelocke oa the be< 
means of attacking the, town, although 
he did not consult you on the subject > 
aiMl if you did not, what were yqvr lea- 
sf)Ofi fornp^ doing ^? 

A, I never d^d offer my opinioo; I 
shoiuid not t^ive thauglit myselt justified 
in doing so. I should not have pre- 
s'vjned tO) do sp unless I had been cob- 
suUe4. 

Captain AUxander Dixon, 4Worn. and 

Q. Were you captain, of ai;tillery on 
the e9(pedition agaiiit>t Bueuos Ay res^ 
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Q. Under whose cdmmancbdid you 
inarch to the heights, and how many 
pieces of artillery were with your division 
of the aniiy } - . 

A. Under Lieutenant^colonel Mahon, 
From the heights, above Barragon, only 
iive pieces ; we were not joined by any 
on the march from that to Reduction. 

Q. Was the march of your division of 
the army delayed by the necessity of 
halting for the artilleiy to come up } 

A. -Certainly, in passing water- 
courses ; but not in any considerable de- 
gree. 

General Whitelocjie declined cross- 
lExamniing tliis witness for the present. 

Examined by the Court, 

Q. Was the artillery drawn by thfe 
usual number of horses ? ' 

A. By horses and seamen, with the 
^-ssistapce of artillery-men, and occa^ 
sionally by detachments from the in- 
fantry. - 

Q. Was there an additional number 
of horses embarked for expediting the 
movements of the artillery ? 

A. There were six horses embarked 
for each gun,{with its attendant carriage; 
these werie two more than are used in 
Er^land. 

Q. Were aH the horses landed at the 
Ensinada ? 

A. On laijding the horses, through the 
awkward nes^ of the persons* emploj'ed, 
upwards of 40 made their escape. They 
diminished daily, and to give an account 
of them is tptally out of my power. 

Brigaie-mqfGr Eoaehe sivom and ex* 
amined, 

Q. 'Were you in Brigadier general 
Lumley's staft* in the expedition against 
Buenos Ay res? 

A. I was the General's brigade-ma- 
jor. 

Q. Did you at any time on Hie third 
July go into the town of Buenos Ayres 
witn a flag of true?? Stat;^ on \vhat occa- 
sion you went and what passed. 

A.' About midnight on the second I 

received a mepsage from General Qower 

to come to his quarters. He told me, 

that I was to go into tlie town of Buenos 

^ Ay res at day-light tiie next morning. 



with a flag of tmce, to summon the 
town to surrender to the British govern- 
ment. He gave me written instructions 
to take with me, and I proceeded into 
the town, according to orders, with these 
instructions. I n obedience to the Gene* 
ral's orders I was on horseback at dav- 
light, with a corporal of the 17th light 
dragoons, carrying a flag of truce, and a 
trumpeter. , I asked the General's per- 
mission to take with me a Spanish of- 
ficer, that no time miglvt be lost in 
finding the shortest way into the town ; 
but in pAssi ng the British out-posts, the 
fieW-ofticer commanding recommeaded 
that I sliould take a party of the rifle- 
corps with me, and 1 accordingly took 
one officfer and twelve privates." We 
proceeded with some difticulty, but I 
penetrated a considerable way into the 
towQ before I was stopped. After some 
considerable delay, General ,EIio, the 
Spanish General, second in command, 
came to me ; and on making known to 
him the order I had the lionour to cour 
vey, he said I could not see General 
Liniers on any account; but that if I 
had any communication to make from 
the English General he would convey it 
to him. 1 told him I had the honour to 
carry proposals for the surrender of tliQ 
town. He conversed in Spanish with a 
great deal of animation, and said that 
they possessed sufficient strength and 
spirit to defend the town ; but as it ap^ 
peared to rtie of great importance, if 

r)ssible, to cojnmence some negociation, 
endeavoured to draw him into it ; but 
the only thing he would consent to was, 
that I should return to my General, in 
order that he might make such com? 
munication as he thought proper in 
writing. Upon this I returned and ac- 
quainted General Gowcr: he immedi- 
ately wrote a letter, which I carried back. 
General Elio would never let me enter 
into the particulars of my instructions, 
tRbugh 1 endeavoured to represent to 
him bur force, &c. 

Here the written instructions of Major 
Roache were read ; (for w^iich see Ap- 
pendix, No. X.) 

Q. State how far you advanced into 
the town ' when you went with General 
Qower's letter, and what passed. 

A. I returned nearly to the same 
spot, and nothing particular occufi;e(l 
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between myself and the ' Spanish officer 
(who was a Frenchman in the Spanish 
service) to whom I delivered tlie letter. 
I understood General Dniers was not in 
Buenos Ajtcs at the time. I did not see 
General Elio, and the letter was dcRver* 
ed to an aide de calnp. The town ap- 
peared to be in a state of greiit confu- 
sion, tlie whole an ai:med mob, and ali 
drunk. I brought the answer to tliat let-' 
ter, for which I waited near an hour and 
a half, daring which time they paid very 
little respect to the flag of truce, and but 
for the nfle corps 1 am sure I could not 
have got back. 

Q. How long were you when you 
went into tbe'town the first time ? 

A. A full hour: the conversation I 
had with General £tio might have last* 
ed about half an hour. I saw several • 
officers with him, and erideavour-ed to 
impress upon his mind the eii'usion of 
blood that must follow further hostilities. 
The aide de camp seemed particularly 
desirous to learn wliat the Spanish loss 
was in the action of the night before, 
yxhkh I took care not to diminish ; ^but 
I told him, with truth, that there were 
eleven guns taken, and that they had 
lost a considerable number of men m 
killed and wounded. 

Q. You stated that General Liniers 
was not in the town : can you state who 
wrote the answer ? 

A. I cannot take upon me to say who 
wrote the answer. 

Q. Can you state how far you did 
proceed into the town beyond the 
suburbs ? 

A. Within less tlian ^ quarter of a 
mile of the fort. ' 

Q. What were the nature of the dif- 
ficulties which you stated ) ou met with 
b your advance ? 

A. Considerable firing, which never 
ceased : I was aware that the difficulty 
did exist, from having been sent into 
Monte Video in the same way. 

Q. Did you- see any and what pre- 
parations for tiie defence of the town ? 

Q. The houses were all barricaded 
and shut up, and tlie whole population 
armed. - I saw no guns. All descrip- 
tions of people, men . and boys, were 
ai-med. 1 delivered • the answer, and 
communicated . every thing I had ob- 
served. 



Croia^xamined by General Whittlocke. 

Q. You have said that General Elio 
expressed himself with considerable 
aniniatkm t can you recollect his expres- 
sions, and bow they particularly ap- 
plied? 

A. The literal tramdation of the words 
w^re, '* we possess sufficient strength 
and cours^ to defend the town.'' He 
put bis hand upon his breast and said,r , 
with great energy, " we possess spirit 
and strength." 

Q. From your intercourse with tbe 
inhabitants, and in consequence of your 
knowledge of the Spanish language, can 
you state who were the instigators and 
principal actors in the broach of the 
treaty entered into with General Beres- 
ford? 

A, I had heard many names men- 
tioned. The |>eople in power were said 
to be tiie instigators of it. Being em- 
ployed ill that service by Sir Samuel 
Aucbmuty, I had an opportunity to know 
that the people in power were, many of 
them^ the instigators of the rebelliou 
against General Beresford. 

Examined by the Court 

Q. Do you recollect whethef General 
Whitelocke ever examined you on the 
subject of what you had seen when jou 
went into the town of Buenos Ay res? 

A. I understood that every thing I 
bad reported to General Gower had 
been communicated to General White- 
locke; and a day or two after he 
asked me some questions himself; but 
did not send for me particularly for that 
purpose. 

Q. Had you stated the wholeof your 
instructions to the Spanish General at 
the tune he so warnUy expressed himself 
against the surrender of the town ? 

A. No ; 1 stated, generally, our great 
force, and the disposition of the Com- 
mander in Chief to do e\^ry thing that 
humanity could suggest; aud that all 
private property should be respected. 
1 did not touch'on the Spanish prisoners , 
of war. 

Q. Did you learn from General Elio 
or his aidede camp, whether the bridge 
was ©.vacuated, and whether the whole 
force of the Spanish army was ix\ tlie 
town ? ' 
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A. No()iitig telative to the e^rtctistkMt 
of the bridge took place. I had endea- 
voured to impress on them thjit^ we had 
defeated the vrholc Spanish army the 
Dli^lit betbre. 

• "(i. Was that article respectirtgr the 
lorreiider of the civil oHicers evct'meo- 
I'loned to General Etio, or did he parti- 
cular!)' object to it? 

* A. Certainly not: I thotwfht it best, 
in the disposition I iouiid him, not to 
mention the sibject. • 

tfffseph Bullock, JBsq. Commissar jj-gt- 
neral, sutotn and exmnimd. 

Q. Were you at the head of the com- 
mtssariate employed on the expedition 
against "Buenos Ayres? and have }*ou 
any return of the amount of the provi- 
lions emb'irked for that expedition ? 

A. r was. Here are the returns. 

[Here the witness put in the returns of 
the quantity of provisions embarked at 
Monte Video, and landed at the Eiisi* 
hada.] 

Q. What number of horses had been 
provided ft>r trani5porting:the provisions? 

A. None : no Horses were spccrfrcatty 
provided for that department. There 
were about sixty dragoon hones appro- 
priated for that purpose on the landing 
at the Ensinada. 

Q. Were there any greater ntimber 
Ihan the sixty horses you speak of cm- 
ployed in transporting the provisions 
across the marsh ? 

A. None. There were only aboot 
twenty-five that actually took provisions 
from the Ensinada. Maiiy of the others 
broke loose, and lost the supprtes which 
^ey carried, and the rest would iiotbear 
any on their backs, 

Qi. Were there any arrangjement^ 
made, or any communication with Ge- 
fieral Whitelocke, for adopting a mode 
to secure the necessary supply of pro* 
visions for the army on its march. 

A. On my arrival at Monte Video on 
the 15th ofiTune, I waited upon the 
Commander of the forces, when he 
introduced me to Lieutenant-colond 
Bradford, the deputy adjutant-general, 
and Lieutenant-colonel Bourke, quar- 
ter-master General, and Lieutenant- 
colonel Torrens the military secre- 
tary ; observing, that as I should have 
muoh CGaimuntcatiott witb these offi*- 
cers, they were at liberty to make me 



ieauamted with at! tvartientfti^. 1%^ 
pomrtg that he alluded to the service m 
general, the next or followhig day f 
called npon tke deputy Quarter-master 
general, and requested all ttecessary in- 
tormttton as far as cdncemed my de- 
partment, relative to the expedition up 
the Plata. He intimated to me that tsa 
the landing would not bfe more thaii 
five or six miles from the town, it would 
be only necessary for nte to send one of 
theoflicers of my department thither 
4S soon as possible with the lasso men^ 
m order to seite all cattle, or any 
thing else in the way of supplies that 
might be found on the spot. Concehrhis 
tiierefore, that nothing more was wanted 
of ine, I did not trouble the Comnran- 
der of the forces with any direct appii-^ 
cation relative to what might be required 
of ine. 1 thought it was only further ne- 
cessary to suggest the expediency of 
landing seven days supply of provisions 
immediately after the troops t^fandecf, 
m order to guard against want ; although 
Lieutenant-colonel Bourke give ine 
reason to hope that the British fbtcea 
would be m the town of Buenos Ayret 
\n the course of the second or third 'day 
afler landing. I therefore had no reason 
to expect the army would have had scr 
tedious a march to make, and ccmse* 
qucntly I did not think of making any 
preparation for furthering the supplies i 
but in order to convey the seven days 

f)rovisions Ijhad recommended to be 
anded apbn tliewater's-edge, I suggested 
the propriety of taking* six smdl carts 
with mules for that purpose. That 
betnp; approved of, the carts and mules 
were embarked accordingly* 

Q. What was the place of landing 
Int'imatedtoyou? 

.A. The place of landing was not inti^ 
mated to me at all. I only knew it fk)m 
the circumstance of the fleet's arrivingf 
off the Ensinada^ and the people's going 
On shore. 

Q4 Then had you no direct comtnuni-j 
cation with the Conimander of tlife fbrces 
at Monte Video respecting the supplies 
for the army previously to leaving 
Monte Video, on the expedition to BKi* 
enos Ajres ? 

A. Ill a general waiy I had. On th^ 
lOth of June I gave ttie Commander of 
the forces a general statement of ail th« 
supplies tliat were in the magazines at 
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Monte Video, and «b board ships^ dis- 
tioguishiog the quantities that were gone 
up the river for the service ; and I re- 
quested to know his pleasure respecting 
the supply otherwise to be provided. I 
received bis instruction^ to collect pro- 
visions at Montevideo for a given num- 
ber of men for a certain time; but I 
could not have acted on that order^ or 
provided otherwise for the service, 
till be bad possession of tbo* town of 
Buenos Ay res. 

Q. What dp you mean by providing 
otherwise for the service ? 
^ A. Establishing magazines. I had no 
other communication with the Coii)man- 
der of the forces when at Monte Video, 
thaji the return 1 gave him of the 
stmplies. that were going up the river 
with th^ troops, 

Q,, Had you any direct and personal 
comniunication with General Whitelocke 
as to the place of landing the troops, and 
provisioning the army during the march 
to Buenos Ayres ? 

A. No, I had not, until I landed at 
tbo £nsinada„ when I was ordered to 
furnish tfiree'days supply of biscuits anc^ 
spirits^ and which sire ejected on the 
29th ; and on my wishing to know from 
the General himself how those supplies 
wkich vrere landed were to be di^>o6ed 
ot^ cooceiving,. at the time» that they 
were intended for immediate use, the 
General expressed his surprise at, my 
not knowing that the cavalry horses, with 
pack-ftitddles,. had been appropriated for 
transporting provisions with the army ; 
on wtuch I addressed myself to the quar- 
ter-mastcr-gcneral, relative to tliese 
horses and pack-saddles. The next 
morning the greatest difficulty was ex- 
perienced in getting any of tlie hordes to 
tear the pack-saddles, much less any ad- 
ditional burden ; ther^f»ro, only a small 
quantity of biscuit (about 2501 bs.) could 
be carried. The spirits was attempted 
to. be carried in two of the carts, which 
I had brought with me, but which were 
obliged to be left on the grounid, owing 
to: we rottenness of the soil, and ,the 
mules in consequience not being able to 
draw the carts. Finding that all attempts 
to carry supplies to any quantity were 
inei)ectual, I was desired by Colonel 
^urke to join the Commander of the 
{orces, he having marched from £nsi- 



nada. Colonel Bourke having expressed 
his opinion that the army would be 
obliged to return and re-embark ; and 
on my wishing to destroy the only cask 
of spirits that was left on the ground, the 
others having been previously staved, he 
recommended my leaving it in its then 
state, under the idea that the anny would 
soon return. . 

Q. What became of the horses which 
would not bear the pack-saddles ? 

A. Some ran away ; others came on 
with the pack-saddles but without any 
provisions. 

Q. What became of the provisions 
which the horses could not convey ? 

A, Part was re-embarked after the 
army marched. 

Q. On what ground did it appear to 
you probable that the army would re- 
turn? 

A. In consequence of not being able 
to take on provisions : a great part of 
the supplies which were attempted to 
be carried on, being destroyed by the 
horses kicking and pTungmg m the dirt. 

Adjourned until to-morrow. 



SIXTEENTH DAY. 

TUESDAY, FEB. 16. 

The Court bavins assembled at the usual 
hour, Joseph Builock, Esq. the Com- 
missary-general, was again called in, 
and the evidence given by him yes^ 
terday read over. His examination 
was then continued by the Judge Ad- 
vocate. , • 

Q. Were there three days' provisions 
in the whole landed at Ensinada ? 

A. Yes. ^ 

Q. You stated, that by a requisition 
upon the town of Monte Video, some 
carts were obtained to carry provisions ; 
could not m^ans of the same kind have 
been procured to a much greater extent, 
if it had been thought advisable ? 

A. I do not thiiik there could. 

Q. Had you any directions as to pro- 
curing lasso men to accompany the 
annv? 
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A. The deputy Commissarj-g^neitil, 
wbo ha4 the cfwge qf the (department 
ajt Monte Vki^o preyicxvis to my arrival, 
hf^ the arrangements to make fof thel 
service oC the depaFtment going on tlie 
e^l^editioQ ; and he had direction^ to 
getamimhier ot' thjcse lasso men, h\it was 
unahle to pri;>gure ojt t9 induce more 
than four or five men, or tliereoboi^, 
tp Droceed with the arp^y* 

Q. Ha4 you no men to take charge 
of the hors*»s which were allotted to your 
department, on tlie laudi^ig ^ Ensii^da ? 

A. They being dragoon horses, the 
dragj(H>P$^were attached to tl^em^ to as- 
sist in bi:Vgi<)g on the horses with th^ 
supplies. 

Q. Had you any commui^^ion with» 
cgQT^Um^ Xieute^aatrgjemera^ White- 
lo<;;k^ after vour arrival at the heights, 
and during the march from thence, to 
BueBos Ayres, upon Uie suhject of pro- 
vi^ons and forage for the army» up to 
the wght of the 4th of July, and if you 
bad, state what it was ? 

A. Ididnot jc*a IJeuienftnt-gefKerai. 
Whitelocke. on the heig^t^ utUii th© 3Qi^h 
of June, when the army was preparing 
to march forward ; and I did not receive 
any orders fronv him relative to the 
supplies on the march, excepting the 
delivery immediately of a small quantity > 
of biscint^ which was carried across the 
swamp ; but there not being time fdr its' 
be'mg delivered out, in consequencie of 
the sudden movement of the troops, the 
£pEeater part oi that Inscuit was ordered 
to he carried on after the army. The 
troops received n^at sufi^ient fox two 
daysprevious to maf ching. 

Q^ What were the arders Vou receiv- 
ed during the whole of the mai-ch ? 

A. During the whole of the macch of 
the 4th, at Quiimes, or Reduction, Ge- 
neral Whitelocke gave me reason to 
hope that the array would receive sup- 
plies from the shipping ; but I received 
no orders panicularly upon this qccasion. 
When the army arrived near Buenos 
Ayresonthe 3clof July, they received 
regularly supplies of biscuit as hr as the 
regiments ciiose to send for that article 
to head-quarters, where the biscuit was 
eitlier found or baked. This goes only 
ttt the main part of tJie aimy, the co- 
lumns under Major-general Gower hav- 
ing proceeded throughout the maixh 



forwariib wHhout aoy commiinicatMa 
being Oiade to me that it was^ to go 
forward^ The cotumn under the com- 
m«^K) of Cokmei Mahon receiTed iout 
or iiviC days sup^y of bread and spirUs 
at Redaction, md. the tjx^ops ia geneial 
receive fissh laeat at dlfiereot piacea» 
but not always to the full extent of what 
they ought to have bad, liad therie been 
a sufikiency of cattle piocured. The 
coJumn under GeneraJ Go»»er com- 
menced also receiving bread near Bu- 
enos Ay nfs qd ^ 3d of July. 

Q. My questijoo. was, what orders 
you recaved from General Whitelocke 
up to the 4th of July ; you have only 
g;iven an account of the suppti^ } 

A. I hadnoact^lorders. 
. Q. State what suppdiesL the army did 
receive : you have stated some suj^iUes 
which the army received: stale what 
supplies they had up to the Ath of July } 

A, It is indttdeii in tbe statement I 
have giveu in. 

Q. In tlxe return J 

A. Ye& 

JuJge. ^firaco^^.-rfBerbap it. niajr 
be as well to read qqw. an order put into 
my hands by GenecaL Whitelocke ; as 
the whoU of the case is to.be fiilly ex- 
amine, I think it ri^t to read iL It 
is ^vea at head-quarters, aad runs thus ? 
** The Commissary-fflsn^al mli take 
care, that one of bb dqiartmcBt is sent 
forward witbeadi body of the army, and 
6xhis quarters as near the commanding 
officer as possible, and ta)^ car« that 
every possible exertion is used to obtain 
the neoessary supplies for the troofn." 
The date is the 30th of June. 

Q. Whence was that biscuit pro- 
cured } You say, that after a time they 
foand biscuit sufikueot on the 30th of 
June? 

A. The chief of it was found in twQ. 
bouses on tlie troops arriving at the 
Miserare. There bad been bake-houaes, 
and baiters were employed to hake as 
much as they could obtain. , 

Is there a return of the provisiiMis in 
the possession of the commisaadate. on 
the close of the 4th of July > 

A. Not specifically. ! 

Q. then state to the Qourt what 
provisions were in your possession, as 
Commissary-geoenily on the close of the 
4th gf July i 
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A. The h-oops havirtg m gre« part 
received their supplies daily after the 
4th of Jiily, for several days from tlie 
sdme soppliesy I should appreb.end the 
quantity of biscuit remaining on the 
nigbt ot the 4th might have been ade- 
qiwitc lor the supply of the whole army 
nr four or five days. There were also 
received supplies of meat, and there was 
catfle remamhig much in the same pro- 
portion as biscuit. 

Q. Do yoo mean then to ^te that 
there were supplies of provisions for the 
army on hie night of the 4th, both bread 
and cattle sufficient for four or five 
days } 

iV. Yes; but I cannot spea^ posi- 
tively. 

Q. Yon haye stated that after the 
arrival of the troops at Miscrane, there 
tvas a regular supply of provisions, 
both bread and cattle j was that in cori- 
sequence of any previous arrangement^ 
or solely from raptures? 

A. Solely from captures* 

Q. Had ^you any means of supplying 
^e army with provisions subsequent to 
their' arrival at Miserare, if no provisions 
bad been found there > 

A. I had none. - 



'CMss-^amifled iy Lieutenant-general 
Ulntelocke* 

Q. "Wjft not the quantity you have 
stated' on the landing at Iijnsinada^ of 
which jou have delivered in a return, 
exclusive of the three days provisions 
carried by n>en frrtn the transports ? ' 

A. 1 undenjtood it to be Exclusive of 
them. 

Q, Your return states 17,0001bs, of 
biscuit left on the ground at Ensinada ; 
^as not that the biscuit destroyed by the 
kic^king c^ the horses, and was not a part 
of It lost in the swamp* 

A. A small quantity of it was re-em-* 
barked, and the remainder of it was lost 
ip the way pointed out in the swamp, 

fl. Was ev^ry exertion liriadt; by 
ymil^elf and by Colonel Bourse to carry 
the bread and spirits on from Eminada > 

A. Uh^putetedly every possible cxer- 
ticii wasn^ade. 

Q. Weihe liot ^ sufflcient quantity of 
sheep prQcure4 belpre day-li|ht In the 



mornirf^ of the 30Ch, to supply the whole 
army with two days^ meat ? 

A. I have my' doubts whether the 
quantity of sh^ep would supply tfie 
whole army to that extent, Genera! 
Lumley's brigade and General Crau- 
ftfrd's briga<le having marched from the 
ground previous to my arrival. 

Lieutenant-general Whitelocke mteT- 
riipted the witness, and observed, '* there 
never was any difficult^' In obtaining 
provisions^ I shall reserve that part for 
my defence." 

Q. Might not a number of seamen 
have assisted you in transporting provi- 
ons across the swamp ? 

A. They would have been of no use 
in the undertaking. 

Q. At what time of the day on the 2d 
of July was the delivery of biscuit made 
to Major-general Gower's advanced 
corps > 

A. I rarmot teH, not having been pre- 
sent myself. 

Q. WhAt means had you then of 
knowing thit the delivery wa> made to 
them > 

A By the person who issued the sup- 
plies having given me different memo- 
randums of bis knowledge of the deli- 
yery. 

Q. Did any person of the Commissary- 
general's department attend to receive 
orders at the head-quarters, or how were 
the GeneraPs orders conveyed to you ? 

A. I invariably waited upon the Ge- 
neral in perj^n, for such orders as he 
might have to give relative to the sup* 
plies. — ^The witne^is withdrew. 



Lfenfehont'Colonel Bradford called, and 
examined hy ittt Judge Ad'Oocate, 

Q. I believej Sir, yoo were deputy 
Adjutant-general in the expedition 
against Buenos Ay res? 

A. 1 was. 

Q. Will you state the fffective 
strength of the anny wh^n it embarked, 
ot. perhaps it woulcl be better to st^te 
the effective strength of the army on the 
landing at Enslnatk ? 

A. 7828, exclusive of 200 sailors. 

Qv And th^ eflfeclive strength of the 
diA'eftiit coips into >vhi^h tbe drmy ^i^ 
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divided on the morning of the 2d of 
July? 

A. The,main body of the army im- 
mediately under the command of Ge- 
neral Wnitelocke, which advanced for 
Reduction on the 2d of July consisted 
of 3847. rank and file. Tlie corps ad- 
vanced under the command of Major- 
general Gower on the 2d of July, 
amounted to about 2150 men, rank and 
file. It was impossible to get any cor- 
rect return at tliat time ; I had not any 
return from General Gower, but that 
was about the number he commanded. 
The force remaining at Reduction under 
the command of Cfolonel Mahon^ cm- 
shied of about 1 844 rank and file. 

Q. Will you state the effective 
strength of the army before Buenos 
Ayres on the night of the 4th of July, 
and the actual strength under Colonel 
Mahon? 

A. Itconsistedofabout 6128 effective 
rank and file. Under Colonel Mahon 
1844 including 200 seamen. 

Q. What was the force left at Monte 
Video on the embarkation of the army 
on the expedition against Buenos Ayres } 

A. 1354 rank and file. 

Q. Does that include the marines } 

A. Exclusive of the marines. 

Q. Can you tell what was the num- 
ber of marines ? 

A. Upon my word I cannot recollect 
Some I know were hmded at Monte 
Video. 

Q. Were any orders issued informing 
the general omcers, and the officers 
commanding divisions on the 5th of 
July, of tlie station of the commander of 
the forces during the attack on that day ? 
. A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Were any orders issued appoint- 
ing the places of retreat, in case retreat 
should become necessary, in - the attack 
of the town on the 5th of July > 

A. There were no orders issued 
through me. 

Q. What was the amount of the ca- 
sualties returned from the landing of the 
army at the Ensinada, exclusive Si thos^ 
which occurred in the attack 'made by 
Major-Geueral Gower on the 2rtd? 

A, The returns which I received, in- 
clude the returns of killed and wounded 
on that day, and in the engaeement of 
the piquets on tlie following day*; b^t 



I have no distinct return of the csBual- 
ties which happened at that time. We 
had no sick that I know of. I have a 
general return, apd that amounts to 
50 rank and file ; the officers are not in- 
cluded in that number, but merely the 
rank and file; this is up to the 4tb. 
There are three missing,^ which are in- 
cluded in the casualties. 

Q. Were you with the main bodv of 
the army during the march from Ke- 
duction to Buenos Ayres ? 

A. I was. 

Q. But you have not stated the casu- 
alties of the officers yet > 

A. One captain, ^ve subalterns, and 
five seijeants. 

Q. Do you know what reasons there 
were for the halt of the main body under 
. Lieutenant-general Whitelocke s im- 
mediate command about two o'clock on 
the 2d of July? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Did the troops appear to you so 
exhausted with fatigue, as to make the 
halt on that account inevitable } 

A. No. 

Lieutenant-general Whitelocke put 
no questions to the witness in cross-ex- 
amination. 



Lieuterumt'Cdonel Datie called, and 
txamhied by the Judge Advocate, 

Q. Were you connnanding officer of ' 
the 5th regiment on the 2d of July \ 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did that regiment form a part of 
the main body under Lieutenam-gene»- 
ral Whitelocke's command, in the march 
from Reduction to Buenos Ayres > 

A. Yes.- ■■•■• 

Q. Was your regiment so exhausted 
by fatigue on the 2d of July, as to make 
a halt necessary at the time when the 
main body was ordered to hait- on that 
day? 

A. Yes. It was so late before we oc- 
cupied the ground; we left the village 
of Reduction very late m the morning- 

Q. I bdieve you lialted between two 
and three o'clock in the d^y ? 

A. Yes, we did, at the pass of the 
river. . . 

Q. What time was it when the army 
tool^ u^Jts positio^ thai; ni^ht ^ 
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A. It niight be tbwe or four o'clock 
thatmght 

Q. The question I put was, whether 
they were so exhausted by fatigue tbat 
•they could not proceed further r 

A. Yes, they could have proceeded 
further. ,1 did sot tbink tt was so much 
on accdunt of fatigue as the lateness of 
the day. 

Q. Mi^ht they have marched further? 

A. Lthink they might. 

Examined by the Court 

Q. Was any discontent shewn among 
the regiment under your command 
on that day ? 

A. Not any whatever. ■ 

Q. At what time did the mahi body 
: march from Reduction that morning? 

A. About eleven Vclock. 
. Q. Had the regiment under your 
coinmand had any food bt^fore they 
marched ? 

A. I fancy they had ; tliere were di- 
rections give»> aud they were supplied 
with meat the night before. 
: Q. That is not an answer to the ques- 
tion > 

A. They had some food; they had 
meat served out to them tiie evening 
before. 

Q. . Did you kr^w whether your regi- 
ment cooked their meat on the morning 
of the 2d? 

' A. We had no means of cooking re- 
gularly : .we cooked as well as we could. 

The witness withdrew. 

Lieutenant-colonel Nnsent called, and 
examined by the Judge Advocate, 

'Q. Did you command the 38th regi- 
ment oo the 2d of j uly last ? 
. A. Yes. 

Q, . Did that re^ment form a part of 
the Jimin body of the army under the 
command of General Whitelocke on 
that day >, 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was yoiur regiment so exhausted 

, by tat^ue as to make a halt necessary 

when, the division of the army under 

General Whitelocke's command was 

ordered to halt on that day } 

4» No, certainly not. 



Cross-examined by Lteuiemmt-generni 

fVhitelocke. 

Q, Did you, by my order^ fend mit 
or go with a foraging party before day- 
light on the morning ot the 30th of June, 
and bow many sheep did yoQ bring ia 
for the use ot the army ? 

A. I did go out with a party, and 1 
brought in a very large .^ock of sheep, 
I think more than I ever saw before 
together. I do not know how many, 
but I should think there were about 
4()00. It was a larger dock than 1 had 
seen before.— The witness withdrew. 

-Major NichoUs calldd, and examined by 
the Judge Advocate. 

Q. . Were you Major of the 45th regi- 

inent on theiJd of July last ? 

A. I was. 

Q. Did that regiment form. a part of 
the ma^n body of the army' under the 
immediate command of Lieutenant-ge« 
neral Whitelocke on that day? 

A. It did. 

Q. Was that regiment so exhausted 
by fatigue as to make a halt necessary, 
at the time when that division, of toe 
ann) was ordered to halt on that day ? 
- A. Not by any means; 100 men of 
the 45Ui regiment were left behind- at 
Reduction that morning : anx>ngst these 
were the weakest men, so. that we were 
in a situation to have made a very long 
march. 

Q. Can you speak with any accuracy 
to the hour when the halt took place; 
ifyou can^ stateit ?. 

A. I tlnnk between three and half past 
three when they halted for the night. 

Examined by the Court. 

Q. Were any signs of discontent 
shewn by the 43th on tliat day ? 

A. No, nor upon any otlKjr occasion 
during the service. 

T/ie Judge Advocate, — ^The questbns 
I have put to the commanding officers 
of the regiments which composed the 
main body under Lieutenant-general 
Whiteiocke, 1 should likewise liave put 
to the officers of the 87th regiment, 
which also formed a part of it ; but I 
understand they are j^ot here, and there- 
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fofe we caoaot Imve the oppartmity <riF 
niaking the same enquiry of them. 

idcuiemmt-cokmel Nugent rccaUed, and 
examined by tlu Cowri, 

. Qfl Were any symptoms of disoon* 
tent were sheWn by toe regiment imdct 
jrour command on the 8d ot July ? 
, A. No, Bittch the reverse. 

Mcffcr-generoi /. Zevescn Gmvtr caUed^ 
mndtxaminedby the Judge Adxoeate, 

The Judge advocate, — ^Havmg. al* 
fcady heard the first and second cnarges, 
hie *o good as to attend to the third and 
iourtb. - 

The third and fourth charges were 
' then' r^ad to Ms^or-seneral Gower. 

Q. Major^eneraT Gower will oon- 
tjmie his narrative from the period when 
it wa^ broken off; namely, from the 
ciose oC the 4th of Jtuly to the signature 
€C the treaty. 

A. I met Lieutenant-general White- 
]od^ according to his order soon alter 
lbs o^clock on the morning of the 5th, 
v» the Coral de Miserare. At the time 
ippobtedy I heard him ordt^r Captam 
Fiazct to open the cannonede; I re- 
Inakied without any particular order 
fcetng niten to me until it was nearly 
dark. Doring that pefiod, I heard 
lieutenant-general Whitekicke give 
orders to his own aid-de-camps relative 
to some of the divisions of the troops ; 
but. these orders not having been parti- 
cularly cbrected to me I cannot exactly 
state what they were. About mid-day, 
I heard htm direct Captain Whittingham 
to go to the left, and communicate with 
some of the divisions of tlie army. After 
a lapse of some tithe. Captain Whitting- 
liain returned, and I htard him state as 
j^rtof the report, that Sir Samuel Auch- 
li^uiv wished a detachment of artillery 
to he $cnt to him. I received General 
"Whitelocke's directions to provide that 
iarfy; wfen ready^ with some of th'fe 
ih-elocks which had been captured in 
the action of the 2d, the artillery-iAeh 
Jiavtng only their swords. They were 
then raarcfied under the command 6t 
5^rj«ant Hamiltoh of the 1 7th dragoons^ 
wlio had accompanied C^pta'm Whit- 
tingham to the Plaaa de U'<m)8. At 



night lieatcnanNgeberal Whitefoteke 
ordered that all the staff-officers^ Whd 
were awembl^ ^t the place ^h«ire I 
Was, should go down witk hm to his 
Quarters: we did so; and remained 
there till day-ligbt ttle tyext morning. 
Some trnie afterwards, I beard General 
WhttekKke order Ciqptain Wtnt^baai 
to proceed to the right, and try to oMft 
a coimmunicatu>n both wfth the right 
columns of attack and with tlMMte^ tnot^ps 
who had been left over the Chuelo. Lieu- 
tenant-g^eral Whitelocke and the ofl5- 
cers wh9 were with him soon afterwards 
went up to thd Cowrt. At some period 
of the forenoon, Serjeant Hamttton of 
the 17th regiment arrived with a letter 
which i saw him delivef to General 
Whitelocke : he gi»vc it to Captain 
Squire and ordered him to read it, and 
secondly to n>e Wkh the same order. 
It was hi Spanish, andy to the best of my 
recollection, signed by General Liniers. 
1 am not perfectly master of the Spanish 
language, but 1 think Inmlerr^and it suf- 
ficiently to be able to state, tliat it con- 
tained generally a description of the 
effect produced by the attack of the pre- 
ceding dav, and to it was added a pro* 
posal for xiie cessation oif hodCUities, and 
for the tommefjc^m^^nt of Ji trcglv, in 
which he proposed to give up aii th^ 
prisortors of war in hi# poi^ession^ if the 
British troops would evacuate the rtvc* 
Plata. I have to state tjiat this is from 
recoftectioTi purely, as I only saw the 
letter once at that period, and I belteve 
it contained more. General Whitelocke 
soon afterwards informed me,, that he 
intended to consider that tetter, by say- 
ing, that he would commimicftte with 
the admiral upon the subject, and he 
was pleased to a^ iftfe Whethtt 1 tlionght 
that was a proper answer. 1 ahswer^d^ 
that I did not, because it ^^ppeared te me 
that that w^s a tacit ackiKywledgmeiit, 
that he himself Was i^rilltng id enter intoi 
the treaty if the Admiral was. I did itot 
suppose he would take such a meiis*»re 
till he had personally investigated tbe 
facts, and had by hts own observation 
fully ascertain^ wh^t further ipean;; of 
attack remained In his power. He thenr 
said, that it would at least be desfa-^nle 
to gain 4 litthe time: I answered, tteki 
could be obtained by a pr(^[»osal fbr-fi 
ces^on of hostilities for an hour or 
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t)!mi» lo,coikct the-yrcoaded vlio were 
dispersfidy. or for any other cause of that 
deicripdoD which could oot materiaUjr. 
affiect the geacsal operatbns. He d»* 
riecUd me to skelc(i a letter to that 
e&oty which I did inuiiediately, and 
dehv«Eed k. He sakl the stalexBeiitt 
w^ere not feunded ia feet -when he Mad 
iky and he rejected it altogether.. He' 
then directed Lieutttnaat^ooel Bcmrke, 
the Quarttr-maafter Greaeral, to write aa 
aBswer: when that was done, he disap 
proved of it as wdl as of mine. He then, 
again called £6r the original one, which 
1 ddivecedy and he ordeced Lieutenant- 
Goiohel Torrens to make some alteration* 
It was copied by him, and I heLteye 
sent into the town by Captain Browney 
General Whitelocke's a^id*de-ca«E>p. 
Lieutenant^l^eneral ¥rhitek)cke then or- 
deced Colonel Bourke to remaia in. 
command of the troops which wereia 
the vicinity on the Coval, with some 
orders alsb for those under Colond 
Mahon, whenever they mi^ arrive, 
and went immediately with adU the other, 
sla&ofiicers to the Plaza de Toros. 
When arrived at the Phuta de Toros, be 
ordered me to go and inspect the ord**' 
nance generally whkh iiad been cap- 
t«red» and to nx upnn such spots as L 
thoogbl most desirs^e, ibr. batteries, for 
his wure coosid^ralion. I was some 
considerable tiiae; occuplod upon that 
duty, and returned to him, stating that V 
conceived the best place fotr a battery of 
cannon, if it did not exceed six pieces^ 
was the Rxnd boilding that bad been 
Qccapied for the bull-Sghts: that the 
mortar-battery was to.. be placed withr 
its left angle covered b^ the same buiidf . 
ii^ He asked fne, if I thought there 
was much probability of success in a 
re-attack ? I stated,^ that|there were but 
two means, and I did not think either 
would succeed. The one by assault ha4- 
betsk tried with only partial success ; the 
secQKKl by bcanbarament, .even were the 
means in our power to the fullest exteot, 
w4Hiiki, in my opinion, produce very little 
effect upon a town of so immense a size 
as Buenos Ayres, the buildings of which 
were eifeetually incombustible* That 
tbere was but one British twenty-fouT' 
pounder landed, and that a large pr»- 
portion of the captured guns were spik- 
ed^ or unfit for service. Oi the few Shut 



were fi^ ^Bunber ef vof'mtm^iim 
able calibre was very, smail ; that Iumh 
ing seen the trifling effect produced 
by twenty-iour pounders, oa the bouses*, 
of Monte Video, I was oon^nced that' 
guns of a lighter calibre would produce 
htde or none against houses coostruote^l 
of similar aiateriak, and nearly -on a s»- 
milar manner with those at Monte Videow 
I moreover stated it as my opinion, firons 
the rough estimate which I had been 
able to rorm of the loss, that the number 
of troops remaining, even were the %m^ 
ni^ General dispc»ed to give up Buenos 
Ayres without a further struggle, went 
by no means adequate, or n^irly so, tor 
controul such a mass of armed iuhabi* 
tants, and to hold such p<Mnts as w&q 
absolutely necessary for the support of 
tiie British army. Soon after this. Lieu- 
teaoBt-general Whitelocke informed me^ 
tkat he had sent to General liniers to 
say, that he would order me into the 
town id conununicate with ban on the 
subject of his letter. I attended lieu- 
tenaat^geaecal Whitelocke some ti«e 
afterwards to receive his orders, and be 
gave me a variety of verbal ones relativis 
to the points which I was to discuss wilb 
(general Liniers* I requested a detaiM. 
written ord«> 5>n the subject, but be 
would not give it to me. 1 believe that 
it was about three o'clodc wli^i I went 
with a fla^ of truce into the town. 

Q. Ma^-§eneral Gower will state as 
nearly as he can the onkrs which be 
received > 

A. I bdieve they iv3l presently ap- 
pear very distinctly. There I met Ge- 
neral Liniers and some of his principal 
officers. I asked Lieutenant->genmt 
Whitelocke when he delivered the 
orders to me, whether I was to abide 
absolutely by tlte points he had mgn/OMti^ 
ed, or whether, without fosing sight of 
them, I might propose three or four other 
conditions, that it the enemy encreasedl 
in their demands, I might, without re* 
oediae f^iom his oriainal orders, have 
sometmng -to concede for any concesr 
sioos they mi§^t make on tbar part* 
The terms which he had proposed, and 
which be said he would ncd recede from 
in any considerable degree, and to which 
I was to pa^ particular attention, w)ere 
the possession (^ the town of Monte 
Vid^oin sovereiignty during- the.pedodr 
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of four rnonUit, and that a district corn*' 

Srdiended within a liae- drawn from. 
t. Carlos on the we^t to Pando on the 
east, should be considered as^a neutral 
country; that the Spaniards should 
deliver up all prisoners of, war in their 
possession ; that there should foe no at-. 
t<knpt to prevent the introduction of 
supplies into -Monte Video during that 
p(»rM>d of four months ; that the British 
troops should embark at whatever point 
they should select within ten days, with 
aU their cannon and stores, and any such 
as they had taken from the enemy that 
they might chuse to carry with them; 
tiat during the above-mentioned period 
of four months, the commerce of the 
Brkkh merchants in the river Plata was 
lo be perfectly free in every part of it. 
The additional propositions which I in- 
tended to make, and which I submitted 
to Lieutenant-general WhitekKke, and 
which he approved, was the seizure nk 
sovereignty of a considerable part of the 
left bank: of the river Plata, and that that 
country and the river Plata should be 
considered as neutral during the remain* 
der of tlie war. I did converse with 
General Liniers upon each of these sab* 
jects separately, and in one or two more 
which he proposed^ but from which he 
receded. Fmding that there was no 
probability of his agreeing to the addi- 
tional proposition, I receckd after some 
time also from that, and confined myself 
entirely to those points, relative to whidi 
I had received his special directioQ&.' 
Late in the evening I returned to. the 
Plaza de Toros, having taken notes on 
each of the subjects under discussion, 
and on two acldftional subjects which 
General Liiiiers had proposed, and 
which, as i did not find tlmt they mili- 
tated against any thiug in the former 
orders, I was inclined to submit to 
Lieutenanb-genenil Whitelocke. That 
he might clearly understand them^ I, 
from tne notes which I had, drew out a 
paper in the form of articles which I de». 
livered to Lieutenant-gdneral White- 
locke. On the subsequent day, between 
eleven and twelve o'clock. Admiral Mur- 
ray having come on shore. Lieutenant- 
general Whitelocke informed me, that 
it Was their intention to agree to a treaty 
founded on the preliminary propositions 
which I had dehvered to him the pre* 



ceding night On the succeeding <ky, 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke oraered 
me to prepare a treaty which he then 
delivered to me, with those propositions 
that I had originally repeated : I did so, 
and answered that it was in substance 
the same. I believe on- the subsequent 
morning, the 9thv General Umen began 
to deliver such portions of the prisoners- 
as coukl move, wtd as then were in Bu- 
enos Ay res. At the same time I receiv* 
ed G^eneral Whitelocke*s orders to cooh 
municate and co-operate with Captain 
Bayntun of the navy, in ^e re-embar* 
kation of the troops from the Plaza de 
Toros. On that service I continued ta 
be employed till the night of the I2th^ 
w^n it was completed. 

Q. Perhaps it might be as well if 
Genend Gower were to state .^hin his 
knowledge, what orders were given for 
the evacuation of Monte Video ^ - 

A. I can state that I was wkh the last 
division of tro«ps that embarked froia* 
Monte Video under General Whkc- 
locke's orders. 

Q. 'Were you with^ General White* 
locke during the whole of the day oi 
the 5th? 

A. With the exception of a period of 
about half aa hour, during which Lieu-* 
tenant-general Whitdocke M^as absenfc*- 
be liavmg ordered the staff-officers, in 
the presence •f myself, to rema'm where 
they were. 

Q. At what > period of the day war 
that? . . 

A. I have pot a' specific note on the 
subject It was some time after mid-day» 
I remember the ^t, but I-faave not a 
specitic note. 

Q. Did you remsttn with Generri 
Whitelocke during the whoie of the day, 
in consequence of any orders you rei- 
ceived from him that day, or in coose- 
quence of any previous orders ? 

A. In consequence of the order I bad 
received the preceding night to naeet 
h'un that morning and receive his or^ 
ders ; consequendy I remained where 
twas, till I did receive such orders. 

Q. Had you any comittunicatioa with 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke in the 
course of the 5th, on the sul^^ of Im 
and your position ? 
. A. I liad. 

.Q. State what it Msas.^ 
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A* Soon after Jie came up, he said 
be thought that was a good place to re- 
mahi in till he collected hra reports, and 
asked me if I thoughts©? I said from its 
central situation it appeared to me in 
the first instance as good as any other. 

Q. Had you any other conversation 
in the course of tliat day on, the same 
suWect ? 

A. None that I recollect* I had very 
little communication with Lieutenant- 
general Whitelocke on the 5th of July. 

Q. Descril>e the place in which you 
remained from break of day till dark, 
and its distance from the entrance of the 
town, and its cotuputed distance from 
the several points of attack ? , 

A. It was nearly at the spot from 
which the light brigade moved, close 
to the entrance of the two principal 
streets in the town of Buenos Ayres. Its 
exact distance from the points of attack 
a. reference to the map aipne can shew, 
I never measured it. 

Q. State the names of the officers 
who remained with Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke diu-iog the 5th of July ? 
- A. Captams Brown, Fotster, Whit- 
tingham, and Douglas, aids-de-camp to 
General Whitelocke; Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Tx>rrehs, military secretary ; Lieu- 
tfioant-colonel Bourke, deputy quarter- 
master general ; IJeutenant-colonel 
Bradford, deputy adjutant-general ; Cap- 
tain Blake, assistant adjutant-general; 
Captain Frazer, commanding tne artil- 
ler^r ; Captain Squire commanding the 
engineers. Lieutenant Costley attached 
to me as brigade-major, and myself. I 
do not recollect more, 

Q. Will you state the number and 
description of troops Jeft aa a reserve 
after the commencement of the attack ? 

A. After the commencement of tlie 
attack, I considered all the flisraounted 
cavalry, and one company of the 88th 
regiment, as a reserve. 

Q. Wlmt was the number and de- 
scription ? 

A. I do not know the number ; I have 
no return. 

. ii, ill the situation in which you re- 
mained, iiad Lieuienant-generai,*White- 
locke a facility for commumcating with 
the dififerent di visions. oi the army en- 
gaged in the attack ? 
A. In point of diatawee, I >hQjild. sup- 



pose irom its central situation that it 
was best calculated for that purpose. 
As to facility, all places were equal, irom 
the immense number of mounted and 
armed men that were close to the troops 
in every situation in that country. 
Adjoiinied. 



SEVENTEENTH DAY, 

THURSDAY, FEB. 18. 

The Court having assembled pursuant 
to adjournment, strangers were ex- 
cluded until half past ten o'clock, 
when the doors being thrown open^ 
and Lieutenant-general Whitelocke 
with his attendants, and the officers 
belonging to the Court, having taken 
their respective stations, the Presi- 
dent, Sir William Meadows, addressed 
the Court. as follows : 
In consequence of the indispositioa 
of one of bur most distinguisheci mem- 
bers (General Lord Lake) and in the 
hope of his speedy recovery, the Court 
is adjourned until Monday next at tea 
o'clock precisely. 
Adjourned. 



EIGHTEENTH DAY. 

MONDAY, FEB. 22. 

The Court having met pursuant to ad- 
journment, in consequence of the death 
of General Lord Lake, the disposi- 
tion in which the members had before 
"sat, was changed, 

Joseph Bullock, 
general, atti^nded at 
e?fj>lain and correct 
former I'vidence. H 
before stated that th4 
and lueut, he wishe< 
Court that there was j 
besides a specific qu2 
cjuate to the supply 
army for four or fivt 
mills and ovens capa 
baking it for the ('.all 
aiipthe.r part of bis 
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the orders ht had received from th« 
General on the march, he mtant to say, 
the orders previous to marching out, 
tHien the anny halted at their different 
halting places; the General gave him 
orders to collect cattle, and a quantity 
was driven accordingly. 

Major-general Qoruerxvas then cailed^ 
ajid (dter his evidence of tlie preceding 
dnymdbden r tad over ^ kc xvas ^' 
ther examined. 

Q. Was the spot on which General 
Whitelocl^e took his station on tlie 
morning of Hie 5th of July, the ground 
occupied the preceding night by the 
light brigade? or was it in a line xVlth 
the out-posts v^here that brigade passed, 
jJrevious to commenc'n^ the attack > 
' A. It was immediately in the rear of 
the houses iti which the light brigade 
^ere cantoned the uight before, and on 
tjie nearest open ground, ^ich was a 
Irttle elevated above those houses. 

Q. Did you hear the wMe of Ob- 
tain Whittingham's report, when he <fe-; 
Itvered Sir Samuel Auchmuty*s request 
fdr a reinforcement of artillery-men ? 

A. I am not sure whether I did or 
not. At this distance of time, and hav- 
ing no note of it, I cannot state the 
whole of it. 

Q. At what hour was that report re- 
cei vedby Geiiefral Whiteloclte ? • ' 

A. I believe about two o'clock. 

Q. Did you hesrr enough c^f the re- 
port to enable you to state whether Sir 
oamuel Auchmuty's request was confined 
t6 obtaining a reinforcement of artillery- 
men, or -whether it extended to other 
points? 

A. I did not. I haVe stated all that I 
know positively on that subject. 
' Q. Did the report detail the opera- 
tbns in which Sir Samuel Auchmuty 
had been engaged, and did it state the 
situation in which his corps was at the 
time Captain Whittingham left it ? 

A. I believe it did not give any de- 
tail, but tliat it described the existing 
«tate of that corps at the time. 

Q, Is what you have stated all that 
you cart remember of Captain Whittlng- 
ham's report on this subject ? 
* A, Yes, it is. 

Q, DidCaptairiWhittittghams^eciiy 



the pt^o^e for which this i*dnforecmfenl 
was wanting? * 

A. I do notlcniow whether he did or 
not. 

Q; With what escort did' Gaptaia 
Whfttinghath proceed to Plaza del Toros,' 
and what were the difficulties fie expe- 
rienced in golfig oi:' returfraig from 
thence ? 

A. He had some dragoons. The 
mimber I do not know ; not having been- 
with him, I cannot «tate what occurred 
in the execution of tiiis duty. 

Q. Had General Whitelocke any, and 
what hiformatfen of the different cdlamns 
of the army, *privious to his leavhig the 
Coral, and returtung to bh quarters on 
thenichtofffiesth? 

A. 1 heard him give orders relatire io 
the dismounted cavalry that were in th^ 
front,, whidh were carried by hts aide-de-' 
camp, consequent^ I suppose he bawd- 
communication -^rfth them. Ejccept 
that and the one de<icribed by V^izia 
Whittingham, I kwow of no other at ttiat 
period: 

Q. Expla^ what regiments yoti meatt 
when you speak of the dismounted *»- 
valry. Were they part bf the reserve, 
or part of the origihM columns engStged^ 
in the attack? 

A. F6ur t**6ops of thecarbmecrt ^Ht-' 
mounted, and 'a part of the S>th light fei^ 
goons : these * were what I before seated 
ai considerHrg them to be part of the re- 
serve. '•-:.--. . ... ,• 

Q. Is the Court then to imderst^titl 
that Genet^l Whitelocke had received 
no informittion respectmg any of these 
cohimns of his army, engaged in the at- 
tack, previous to leaving the Coral and 
returning to Hs quarters on the niebt 
of the mh, with the exception of ttat* 
from Sir Samuel Auchmuty and Captaia 
Whittingham? 

A. I kfte\^ of no other than that wbich 
I have stated. 

Q. Had the dismounted cavalry been 
engaged on the 5th ? 

A. The propoHion of them which oc- 
cupied the ground on which they relieved 
the pickets bf the infantry, were mor^ or 
less so ddfihg the whole day. 

Q. Do^^^ou remember the name of 
the aide-de-camp who carried the ordef 
you have just mentioned ? 

A, Captaio Foster. 
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. Q. Were, any, and whaj; attempts 
made by General Whitelocke to obtain 
information of the different columns of 
ills acmy, engaged in the attack? and 
were any, and what attempts made to . 
place himself in communication with 
any of these columns ? 

A. I do not know any otbe? attempt 
than that which I have described. Ge- 
neral Whitelocke remained nearly sta- 
tionary the whole of the day> except that 
interval of half an hour I hav^ before 
spoken of, and during which l^do not 
know whither he went. ., 

Q. Were any, and what attempts 
made by General Whitelocke peisonauy, 
or otherwise, to co-operate with, and 
support the different columns of his 
army, engaged with the enemy. on the 

A. I have already stated every tiilag I 
know on that subject. 

Judge Ad'cocate, — I am desired by 
the Court to request General Gower 
to give a direct answer to tlie last 
question. 

A. I can only detail what I have al- 
ready said. I know of no other orders 
diat were given on that subject. , 

. Judge Advocate, y—Tli'dt we piay 
clearly understand how the evidence 
stands with respect to General White- 
locke's conduct on that day, I would 
wish the question repeated and again an- 
swered. I am not sure that any thing 
vl^ich General Gower has said goes to 
shew any personal exertions on the part 
of General Whitelocke ; General Gower 
has not given a direct answer to that 1 
merely, ask what he saw or heard upon 
the subject ? 

The question was then repeated, and 
the same answer given. 

Q. 'At what hour did General White- 
locke leave the columns for the purpose 
of returnmg to his quarters, on the night 
of the 5th. 

A. I should think between five and 
six o'clock. It was dark almost imme- 
diately after, 

Q. l)id he pr did he not do so in ig* 
norsmce of w^iat had occurred to the du' 
Cerent, divisions of the anny who had 
been engaged with the enemy during 
that day, wjjth the exception of that un- 
der Sir Sakiuel Auchmuty's command ? 

^, 1 belie-ve he di<i not know the re- 



sult of the attack of the right columns, 
that include General Craufurd's brigade 
and the 45th regiment. Of all the reijt 
I have reason to think be received intcj?" 
ligence from Sir Samuel Auchmuty. 

Q,. State your reason for thinking he 
had received any such intelligence? 

A- Because 1 had learnt tne event of 
the left columns from Captain Wlutting- 
ham. 

Q. State where the hea'l quartets 
were that night, and as minutely as you 
can, the distance from the entrance of 
the town, and the computed distance of 
the different points of attack? 

A. I'he distance from the house then 
called White's house, t6 the first hous^ 
in tlie town, I caimot exactly state. 
From the road close to it, where the 
enemy's guns were placed^ when the 
light brigade charged on the 2d, was sp 
near to the first houses in the town, th^ 
the grape-shot reached very near to 
White's house. The distance of U^ 
pomts of attack, bemg the whole depth of 
the town, I cannot state. 

Q. State whether the enemy made 
any attack duriag the day or night of tb« 
5th, on the troops stationed near the per* 
son of General Whitelocke, and the pre- 
caution taken for tlie security of head 
quarters during the ni^ht. 

A. Small parties ot tlie enemy wese 
forcing themselves out of the town during 
the whole of the xlay of the 5 th. Th« 
6th dragoon, guardsj^ and the 9th light 
dragoons, were seriously in action during 
the greater part of the day, and the for^- 
mer corpe lost their first and second se' 
nior officers. Mr. White's house wa» 
occupied as an hospital as well as head 
quarters : a company of the 8.8th ha4 
been there all day to. secure the wounded, 
to the. best of my recollection. A subal- 
tern's picket which was left, nwght have 
been moved down to join them. I do 
not know whetiier it was or i>ot. , I 
heara General Whitelocke order tha^^ 
one of the junior staff present should, 
during the night, be constantly walking 
owihe fiat roof of tiie liouse, to give \ik\\\ 
notice of any extraordinary occurrence? ; 
I do not remember any oUier particular 
precautions. ^ ^ 

Q. Was the reserve composed of th^r 
6th cjragoou guards, 272 ; the 9th liglit 
dragoons, 482 ; the 70th light (^ai^poiift 
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mounted, 30 ; dismounted, attached to 
the Commissary-general, 83; one com- 
pany of the 88t!i regiment, 60 ; with a 
detachment left in charge of the regi- 
mental knapsacks, 180? 

A. Yes; these were corps which I 
. considered belonging to the bfigade ? 

Q. Was the object of those parties, 
who from time to time broke out of the 
town, to attack the reserve near General 
Whitelocke, or to make their escape ? 

A. There was a great distinction. 
There was a considerable force in action, 
and their cavalry were trying to make 
their escape. 

Q. Were the troops belonging to the 
reserve, which" you state to have been 
engaged in the town on that day, engaged 
in resisting any attacks of the enemy on 
♦them, or m consequence of these troops 
attempting to force their way^ into the 
town ? 

A. In the first instance certainly, the 
enemy attacked tlie troops who were 
then stationary ; eventually T heard Ge- 
neral Whitelocke send an order to thfe 
carbineers to charge some guns; the 
cause of that order I believe to have 
been a report made to him by Captain 
Foster, his own Aide-de-camp. 

Q. State the period at which that 
attack was made,' and what force, and all 
the circumstances connected with it to 
your knowledge? 

A. The hour I do not remember. I 
was at sotne little distance from General 
Whitelocke, when I saw Captain Foster 
come from the carbineers, and he com- 
municated something which I did not 
hear, to General Whitelocke. Imme- 
diately afterwards. General Whitelocke 
ordefed me to go and direct the carbi- 
neers to charge the guns. I do not 
know any other ch-cumstances relating 
to it. The enemy's force was so con- 
cealed by buildings and inclosures, I 
cannot give an opinion of it. It seemed 
to me to consist otall the male inhabitiints 
of that part of the town, together with 
tlieir slaves. 

Q. Did you «ee or hear of any othei* 
attack made by the enemy, except that 
you have stated during the 5th ? 

A. There were small parties of the 
enemy constantly forcing their way out 
of the town, which kept the smaU de- 
.techments uf <^ar}>s almost constaufjy 



firing more or lefe. I do not know iany 
other. 

Q. Did the object of these small 
parties forcing their way out of the 
town, appear to be for the purpose of at- 
tacking the reserve, or to escape ? 

A. lb escape. 

Q. How was the dismounted cavalry 
armed, and^which formed part of the 
reserve ? 

A. The sixth dragoon guards, and the 
9tli light dragoons, had carbines of the 
old pattern. The 1 7th light dragoons 
had some of the Tiew pattern, but after 
they were embarked they were ex- 
changed for inferttry firelocks, which 
were, I believe, in whole, or in parti 
captured Spanish arms. 

Q. State what' passed on that night at 
Iiead-quarters, and what resolutions were 
decided on for the subsequent day. 

A. 1 heard General Whitelocke ex- 
press himself particularly anxknis to 
communicate with the right cphimn of 
attack, and with the force under X^eu- 
tenant- colonel Mahon ; and that ii^ 
should, as eariy as possible in the morn- 
ing, employ Captain Whitttngham on 
that service. 

Q. How was ^General Whitelocke 
employed during' that period? Did 
he eat, or drink, or go to bed ? You 
are called upon to state every thmg tkat 
passed. 

A. Soon after dark all the cheers 
present had some dinner. At an eariy 
hour, I don't remember what, the wbolf, 
except the officer who was placed on the 
roof of the house, laid themselves down 
on various parts of Hie floor to sleep. 
They got up at times during the night; 
to see if there was any merriment or 
firing at their side. Some time before 
day-light, I beliave, the whole of them 
were walkmg about> ready to receive the 
General's orders. 

Q. By the whole number of officers, 
do vou include General Whitelocke him- 
self? 

A. Ithinklmay. I thiric he did gft 
up once or twice in the night'; but as it 
passed in the dark, it is not easy for me 
to ^'df, anrl not an easy matter to state 
correctly. 

Q. How were the troop* of the re- 
serve disposed of during the night ? 
A. To the best of my r«c6llcctioi| ^\\ 
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except the carbineers, remained in the 
same position tliey had occiipied during 
th« day ; the carbineers being a little in 
advance of that which they occupied ia 
the mornbg. 

Q. State the hour at which General 
Whitelocke left head-quarters on the 
morning of the 6th. 

^. To the best of my recollection, 
almost immediately after day-light. 

Q. At what hour did ,he direct Cap- 
tain Whittingliara to try and open a 
communication with the right column of 
attack, and with the troops left on the 
other side the Chuelo ? 

A. I believe immediately after day- 
break. 

Q. With the exception of the artil- 
lery men sent in consequence of the re- 
part brought by Captain Whittingham 
to Sir Samuel AuchmutV, was this the 
iirst attempt made by General White- 
locke to communicate with the various 
other columns of the army, which, on 
the morning of the 5 th, by his orders had 
penetrated into the town to attack the 
enemy? 

A. Yes, it was. ^ 

Q- Was this the first attempt since 
day-break on the 5th to communicate 
with the corps under Colonel Mahon ? 

A. Certamly. 

Q. With what force, as his escort, did 
Captain Whittingham proceed to per- 
form this service? 

A. Some mounted dragoons, and a 
small part of the 8Sth regiment 

Q. State the hour whSi Serjeant Ha- 
milton, of the 17th light dragoons, 
brought a letter from the Spanish Com- 
mander to General Whitelecke, and by 
what means the Serjeant became pos- 
sessed of that letter ? 

A. Between 11 and 12 o'clock. I 
understood the letter had been sent out 
with a flag of truce to the Plaza del I'o- 
ros, . and that it was forwarded from 
thence by Sir Samuel Auchmuty, 
, Here a copy of the letter was pro- 
duced and read, as follows : 

SIR, 

With the same sentiment of humanity 
which has professedly guided you, I beg 
leave to state that, from the occurrences 
ef the last evening, T am fully acquainted 
with your forc^. I have taken eighty 



officers, one thousand men, and have 
killed many more. To save therefore 
any further efiusion of blood, I have t<^ 
oifer to your Excellency, that you shall 
re-embark with the remainder of your 
army, leaving Montevideo in our posses^ 
sion, and we will return all the prisoner^ 
now taken, and tlK)se which were before 
detained. If these proposals are not 
agreed to, I cannot answer for the sa^j 
ot the prisonei's, so much are the people 
incensed against the £n^*h. I take 
this opportunity of mentioning that three 
ofmy Aid-de-camps have been wouu^ec^ 
I send this by an English officer. 

(Signed) Eilio. 

Buenoi Ayres, 5 o'clock. , 

Q. Was this letter the first informa- 
tion General Whitelocke received of tiie 
consequences attending the attack of the 
columns the preceding day ? 

A. I stated that there was a report 
from Sir Samuel Auchmuty on the pre- 
ceding night, which I believe included 
all the columns of the left wing, i had 
DO knowledge myself, tilltlie arrival of 
that letter, of what had happened to the 
ri^ht wing, nor do I know that General 
Whitelocke possessed any. 

Q. At wiiat hour on the 6th was the 
letter sent from General Whitelocke by 
his Aide-de-camp, Captain Browne, pro- 
posing to the Spanish General a cessatioflr. 
iff hostilities ? 

A. About 12 o'clock. 

Here the letter was pat in and read. 

SIR, Head quarters, 1 2 o'clock- 
I have to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter, and you do me but jii:«icc 
ni believing my sentimehts in the cause 
of humanity. From the extent of the 
action, and the state of the wounded, f 
siKJuld propose a truce for four and 
twenty hours, the lines toremam as they 
now stand. As to surrendering, as the 
army now is, it is quite out of all ques- 
tion, having taken so many prisoners. I 
have to lament your Aide-de-camp's be- 
ing wounded ; but these are casualties 
which are unavoidable ; and I have to 
remark to ^ou in return, that my Aide- 
de-camp was fired at tiie .whole of the 
way. 

(Signed) VfnriELOCKz: 
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. Q. 'Y«u have stated that, subsequemt 
to tUe return of Captain Browne, Ger 
Beral Wi>itekx:ke» leaving lieutenant- 
cok>Del Bradford in the cojDoiand ot the 
column, proceeded wilh yourself and 
tlie other oflicers to tiie Plaza del To- 
ros: was it thereibre nbt until G<^neral 
Whitelocke bad proposed, a cessation of 
hostUities that he souglit personaily to 
join any operations of the troops under 
ttis commaiKl^ wlio had marched at break 
4>f day. on the ipr<;ceijing morning for the 
attack of the enemy m the town ci 
Buenos Ay res? 

A. He did not make anv attempt perr 
eoiwUy till tlie period wlien the letter 
was sent ; but hostilities did not at all 
cease for a considerable time after. 

Q. At what hour did General Whke- 
locke reach the Plaza del Toros? With 
vhat escort did he go? AikI did he 
meet with anyi andwliat, diificulties on 
kik wity thither } 

A. About, or a little before, on^ 
o'clock there were, I think, two six' 
pounders wit h*heir complement of ar-. 
tillcry, sent to cover them, and a por- 
tion of the ninth dragoons dismounted^ 
Tlwre wa$ a litUe firing from behind the 
houses during tke marcn, but it was ntt 
of couBequencet I do not retnember 
my other dilliculty. 

*Q. Having stated as an argument 
against further .hostilities, that in tlie 
event of Buenos Ayres having surrender- 
ed on the 8th, the renlalning troops must 
be unable to controul such a mass of in- 
habitants, and to retain the points neces- 
sary to be occupied, state whether, in 
youi' opinion, the natural and immediate 
consequences of surrender would not 
have been the disarming; of the inha- 
bitants, and the establishment of a mili- 
tary police, so eflicieiijt and vigorous as 
to have preveiited the insurrection of an 
unarmed people ? Awl whether the li- 
beral and kind treatment enjoined in hb 
Majesty's instructions, would have at- 
tached all ordefs of men to tiie Britibh 
govcv4Hnentr 

Lifvtenanlygtneral Sir J, Moor t^ — '* I 
do iK>i think this is a proper question. 
It ii matter pf opinion, and cannot affect 
the hidgme^t of the Court oue way or 
<athei:.',' .... 

Jml^c Advocate. — " As General 
C^CKva' has giren an opiaiqn on tliis 



subject already, and as I may have oec^ 
sion hereafter to make remarks upoi 
the opinions of several of the witnesses^ 
I thought it desirable to have Genetal 
Gower's reasons for the opinion he h» 
given, from which at present 1 entirely 
dissent." 

The question was then repeated. 

A. From the immense extent of Ijuc- 
nos Ayres, I believe it would have been 
impossible to prevttit tlie concealment of 
the greater proportion of the arras 
whicii were in the hands of the inhabit- 
ants. I believe the effect of a military po- 
lit p wo\ild have been trifling, as I am'surc 
that no real good information couSd have 
been obtained which could have giveii 
rnuch effect to the measmes of that po- 
lice. I am conhdent no qoixluct, how* 
ever cautious, just, or humane it mi^ht 
have been, would have caused the in- 
habitants of that country to relmquish 
the power of attacking the Brit'^h sol- 
diers, whenever they roi^ht be inclined 
to do so; and I am conhrmed iti^tfrom 
the unanimous opinion' which all the Sjmh^ 
niards whom I ever spoke to had given 
both of General Beresibrd and Sir Sa- 
muel Aiichmuty in thar respective com- 
mands; and that it is aa ascerUuned 
fact, that the people of Buenos Avresbad 
prepared mines under the barracks cd the 
71st regiment; and that no attachment 
or good will, on the part of the people on 
the other side the river, had been shewn 
to the govenunent uuder Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty, tlK>ugh the people in both 
stations expressed, in the strongest terms 
possible, how much they were indebted 
to Generals Beresford and Auchmuty 
for their moderation and justice in their 
respective commands. . 

Q. Having stated that the station 
which General Whitelocke occupied on 
the mornuig of the 5th was for the pur- 
pose of receiving reports, explain what 
reports you meant in that sUteittent. 

A. Ijiose which I supposed would be 
seaU by eacli of the ofi^ers io command 
of the several columns. 

Q. Do you mean the columns engaged 
in the attack ? 

A, I dp. 

A.. Then how eotild General Whit©* 
locke receive tlifse reports at the Mise- 
rare, or at any other fetation, when no or- 
ders or notice had been given to the.ge* 



■ Digitized by 



GooQie. 



najti; tr itttftnkitt^'otinttuii, wiiiti:10«kc» 



l«3 



ntrals or ofHters' commanding bfigades 
et the station XV hfere General Whitelocke 
was to be foimd cUiring the 5th ? 

A. I conceived it to he the general 
eustom of the service, that aH placers 
entrusted with a particukir branch o^ ser- 
vice shouid re|)0rt the result, aiid I 
thought it probtiWe'they would do sol 

Q. Having statfed that, in answer to 
General Whi^loCke's telling you that 
the spot where he was was a good plac^ 
to remain till he 'Collected his repott*?,' 
and asking you whether you thought 
so; you said front its central situa- 
tion, in the first instance, itVas' as' 
good as any other, wiiat do you mean by* 
tl)e expression, in the first tmkmte ^ 

A. That if th<-se re|)orts did uot reaeh 
us in such an interval of time as I Ihotighl^ 
it necessary to elapse before the of]icef§i 
could have sent them, tlven, had 1 been- 
commanded, I should by staff cfilcf csy 
or personally, endeavour to optn a dohi-^ 
munication with the corps. ■ ''- 

Q. From the situation ifiHfhkh Ge^ 
fteral Whitelocke was, could he percHve 
how soon the ditfereht columns received- 
fire > . . ; 
A. Certainly not. The hoirtes interim 
Tened^ and it WashnpossiWe. ' ' 
Q. How soon did the fire of the^ne^' 
my commence aft^r the troops marched 
from their grodttid ? ' 
A. Very soon. Almost immediately. 
Q. Was it the firing of cannon, of 
musquetry. Or of both ? 
A. Of both. 

C^. Was the fifmg viotent? 
;A. Not at first ; bdt it became mfore 
so afterwards. 
Q. How long did it continue ? 
A. At ihterv^s till dark. 
Q. How soon, and when, did rou 
perceive that all communication was cut 
off between the columns engaged in the 
attack and the resei^ve? 

A. During the whole day any small 
parties would have been prevented from' 
communicating with any of the points 
from the number of people in afms in 
ev^ry direction, but I have no reason to 
suppose that a proper party could not 
have opened a comnumicatioh wherever. 
it was attempt(Ki. 

A. Did General Whitelocke make 
any s«ch attempt, or consult you on the 
propriety of doiiig so on that day > 



A. No^her attempt than that which 
I have described that I know of. 1 cjo 
not recoWect that he spoke to me on the 
subject till a little before he sent Captai/i 
Whittingham. As well as I-can remeinfi* 
bijr, both at that period, ami when the 
ajtiilery mem were *}ent in the evening,*! 
expressed tny wish to 'be allowed to go ; 
and ladded/'thivt «ven if there was a. dif- 
ficulty of communicating with the right 
columns, or with Colonel Malion byt 
land, I thought I might possibly d"© k hf 
ijetting on board a man of war's boat at 
the Plaza del 1 ords, and effect k bf 
water. ' . 

Q. What answer did General Wi^e* 
locke ntake to that proposal ? 

A. As wett as I can remember, tlw* 
he should send Captain Whittrngham, 
»nd then he would decide what was to 
be done. 

Q. Had yqu any other communiGattcm 
witli General Whitelocke in the course 
o<>thsrt> day than that which you hay* 
st^ed? . ■' - 

■'A. I may have spoken to him odcaM 
sionally,' but on so unimportant subj*ctj;> 
that 1 am not able to state any df thefti^ 
atthw distance of time. 

Q. Is the Court then to understand* 
that General Whitelocke did not consult- 
you, as his second in command, on aey • 
occasion that day ? 

A. Certainly not beyond the points 
which 1 have already stated. I do not 
know what theiacceptation of Jtlite^ word 
consult may mean, but nothing relating 
to the service wastoiefitioaed in the way 
of consultation, certainly nothing; but 
allow me to state, that a period of seven 
moiiths has elapsed, ancl I have no mi- 
nutes, nor did I ever think the svtbject ' 
would be investigated. 

I'he Jiidge Advocate recapitulated the • 
la^t three or four questions and answers, 
and then proceeded to say: 

Q. Major-general Gqwer havingstated 
that the troops marclied at day-break'to 
attack the etvemy ^n the town ; that the 
fire of the enemy commenced, imme-* 
cliatply after ; that all communication was 
cut oif between General Whitelocke anrf^ 
the columns engagied in the attack ; th it * 
no information was received whether the 
troops were defeated or victorious > di^- 
he, or did he not, as second iircomman!, . 
\aM ^y communicatton' wi(h Gcntrai^' 
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Whitck)cke, or receive any orders ffom 
him, other than those which he has slU 
ready stated, haviiw .l>eew expi-essly di- 
rected by General Whilelocke the day 
before to wait his orders^ no information 
b^^ received, except the report of Cap- 
tain Whittinghani, about three o'clock? 

A. Nonetnatl can recollect. 

Here the witness was about to rektte 
the cause why the communtcatlpns mere 
not more frequent between him and Ge- 
iteral Whitelocke, when the Judge Ad- 
Tocate interfered, and said, tliat he had 
felt it his duty to put these questions to 
General Gower ; and how ever he might 
diffifff in opinion with hiiti on the grounds 
of his reasons why no further h^tilities 
should be carried on, he took this oppor- 
tunity distinctly to state, tJiat he did not 
mean by these questions to make any re- 
flectioiis upon General Gower's conduct. 
What he sought for merely related to 
tiie charges against General VVhiteiocke, 
nor did he see how General Whitelocke 
was at air implicated. — Were you th«i 
ever consulted by General Whitelocke 
on the subject of attempting to open 
any communication with the different di- 
tisions of the army engaged in the at- 
tack? 

A. I was not. 

Adjoumed until to-morrow. 



NINETEENTH DAY. 

TUESDAY, FEp. 23. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment, the Judge Advocate said> tiiut 
\^on consideration he thought it neces- 
sary to put a question to General Gower, 
, which at the time did not appear to be 
material, namely, " Whether the cir-' 
cumstances which caused so little com- 
munication between General Whitelocke 
and General Gower arose from any thing 
that General Whitelocke had said or 
done ? 

Here General Whitelocke put a paper 
into the Judge Advocate*s hand, which 
iie read as follows : 

** General Whitelocke would not ob- 
ject to the Judge Advocate asking any 
questions on subjects relating to the mt- 
Ihary operatioas of the army under k^ 



command; but General Whitelocke sob- 
mitsto Uie Court that, although he has 
hitherto carefully abstained from object* 
ing to any questions connected with mi- 
litary arrangements, yet where subjects 
of a private nature are sought to be gone 
into, he puts himself upon the wisdom 
and diberality of the Court to determine 
whetlier such are admissible.'' 

Judge Advocate, — " After what 1 have 
already stated, it is not necessary for roc 
to go into any length of observation io 
answer to this objection. In putting thil 
question now it is more for the^ advan- 
tage of General Whitelocke tlian it could 
be hereafter ; because he will have the 
opportunity, in his cross-examination, to 
ask such questions, or make such ani- 
madversions upon it as he may think ex- 
pedient. The practice of courts martial, 
and every other court of justice, asfaras 
my experience goes, where an unportant 
question may occur in any stage of the 
proceedings,' it is the usual practice to 
hand it up to the JiKl|[e, who has never 
made the sliglitest difiiculty in pitting 
it I might therefore, in the future stage i 
of the examination, have thisquestion pot * 
through tlie Court, when there could be 
no objection to it. In my opii>ioQ it is an 
important question for the Court to have 
answered ; and whether it should turn out 
on the answer that the circumstances are 
uncounecte<l with General Whitelocke, 
tiien tlu^ Court may preclude the witnta 
from gomg further into the circum- \ 
stances. But if it is connected with any 
thing General Whitelocke has said or 
done in the course of his military doty 
upon this expedition, t conceive it of the 
utmost importance that the whole of the 
transaction, or as mucli as relates to bis 
c4>o(Iuct on that occask>D, should be be-, 
f9re tae Court." 

JUeutenant'generalSir John Afoore,-^ 
" I do not object to the time of putting 
the quetition : my objection goes to put- 
tina the question at all.** 

Here the Court was ordered to be 
cleared, and after about twenty mioutet 
deliberation. General Whitelocke^s ob- 
jection was over-i-uled, and th^ questioo 
put as follows* 

Q. Having stated that Xhrare were cir- 
cumstance's which «aused so little com- 
munication between General Wbitdocke 
and your««lf during the 3th of July, did. 
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«• 4td nottliese circumstances arise from 
any thing General Whitelocke said or 
did? 

A. They arose from what General 
Whitelo'cke had said. 

Q. State then what these things were 
which General Whitelocke had saiid which 
caused so little commiinication between 
him and you — ^the second in command. 

A. Having consulted me on a specific 
poirtt, upon ^yhich > my opinion- differed 
kom his when he demanded it, he said I 
was throwing^ cold water upon every 
tfeing he did; b«t that he would put me 
lotlietestby a question, which was, whe- 
ther ail his acts, as an officer, in that 
countnr were not good ? I replied that 
the inferiority of niy situation prevented 
me firom presuming to give an opinion of 
a JUeutenant-general holding a commis- 
sion as Commander in Chi^. He then 
said be considered me his declared ene- 
my, and that he would supersede me 
from the situation I held as a staff officer 
m that ^umy. After a reprimand so se- 
vere, I did not think myself at liberty to 
propose any thing, or act in any way but 
m obedience to such commands as I 
should receive. 

Q. When did this conversation take 
place? 

A. On the 4th of July. 

Q. About what hour? 

A. It was at the period that he spoke 
Id me relative to summoning the town. 
It was in answer to a question upon that 
subiect. I do not recollect the hour. 

Q. Have you, or h^ve you not, any 
thing further to add in answer to this 
question? 

' A. There was another part of the con^ 
versation which I considered private. It 
was re^>ecting the (pinion or a minister 
of this country as to myself, which I do 
not think necessary to stdte. 

CratS'extmiined by General WhiielockCf 

Q. Do you not recollect your Bri-^ 
gade*ina)or. Lieutenant Corily, being* 
sent tO' endeavour to join the right flank, 
and being unabie to make his way pre- 
vious to Capt^p Whitting^m bemg sent 
to the left? 

A. I do not reepllect. 

•Q. Were not tlie carbineers and the 
f4l>^ }ig^t dragoQns ordered to adv9iice 



about nine o'clock, and to endeavour tt) 
effect a^ communication with the centrfe 
column P-r^And where were the carbin- 
eers and the ninth light dragoons at tne 
time of receiving that order ? ^ 

A. I do not know that- such an order 
was given. 

Q. There appears in the evidence a 
little confusion as to tlie different posts 
of the reserve. State therefore the sta- * 
tton of the different detachments and re- 
giments composing the reserve, on the 
morning of the 5th; and state what al- 
teratbn of their position occurred in the 
course of the day ? 

A. The carbineers were ordered, to 
the best of my recollection, to take up 
tlie ground of the piquets of the li^ht 
brigade when they. moved off. l.he 
four troops of the*^ 9th light dragoons, 
dismounted, were ordered to ali^t 
on the right of the carbineers. Ihe 
other four troops of the 9^ were 
placed on the light ground near the Co^ 
' ral. One company of the 88th regiment 
remained to cover the hospital at head 
quarters ; the detachment of the 17th at- 
tached to the Comhiissary-general, re- 
mained there also, as it was the depot for 
provisions. The sms^l detachments of 
corps, that were teft to guard the parks, 
remained in the positiqns where their 
commanding officers had left them, near 
their respective positions. The artillery 
remained near the Coral. I did not kno]pr 
where the mounted dn^oons wjere, their 
number was so small. I know of no 
other orders, except the order to chaise 
the guns, which I nave before described. 
The retreat which the carbineers were 
obliged to make in consequence of the 
pressure of the enemy*s fire, eventually 
left them something m advance of the 
position from which they had movcd in 
obedience to that order. 

Here the order for the attack was 
read. (|See Appendix, No. XI.) 

Q. Was not a large portion "of the 9th 
light dragpons with the carbineers in the 
attack to whid) yoq have alluded? 

A. Yes; such as were in advance. 

Q. Had not all firing ceased in the 
town before thp evening closed; and 
were not the riHemeii seen on the top of 
the church at the centre of the town a 
little before the end of the day ? 

A* All fifing had ceased at tl^ time^ 
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aod I heard a Teport made to General 
Ij^hitelQcke tliat the riBemen were seen 
io that position. 

. Q. State the distance of head quarters 
from the ground on which you had been 
during the day ; and wereiK>t head quar- 
ters so situated as to afford fecility of com-^ 
munication or acting as occasion might 
require? 

,A. Between four and five hundred 
wds, and I saw no d^ee of difficulty, 
by day» in communicating or acting from 
head quarters, 

Q. Was it possible, considering the 
nature of the environs of the town, to 
attempt to move after dark? Or was it 
possible to send any officer to procure 
ipCbrmation, or open any communication 
during the night? 

A. The whole of the environs were 
4ivided into squares, the feces of which 
were 140 yards. The multiplicity of 
loads, ^Ipre being^ one road to «ach 
square^ would certainly have retired 
it a mere matter of accident if an officer 
^lould reach any g^iven pobt to whkh 
he was ordered by night. 
. Q. Did not the he^d quarters con- 
stantly remain at White's house from the 
3d; and was no( the reserve stationed in 
the front of it, thereby indicatlpg it» be- 
ing head quarters ? . 
^. Yes. 

Q. Was there not a more considerable 
opening in the front of our head quarters 
than in an^ other part of that neighbour* 
lK>od ? ' 

A* There was a fquar^ immediately in 
front of head quarters, which, though 
marked out, was neither cultivated nor 
fenced^ The whole of the Coral, till the 
entrance into the street, was also open. 
I take the liberty to add what I conceive 
to be the environs of the town : the whole 
of Buenos Ayres was laid out in streets 
at right angles ; and friom its mcrease of 
inhabitants, a coiisid^/able portion of 
ground was marked out for building, 
which was the clause of the number of 
squares that surpounded the town to' a 
great extent, and which I considered as 
toe environs. ....',»• 

&ue8tianfd by the Couri, 

Q. General Whitelocke having beign 
infQrn>^ that the enemy mtend^t^'.c^- 



f^.the town b v baniDadmg ^ ctreeU^ 
and occupying tne tops of tlie housesr ^ 

J ^014 know what induced General Wliite-s 
ocke to order tl>^ troops to march with 
unloaded arms ? 
. A. I do not. 

Q. Do you know what nmiiber of 
tpols were allotted to the tropps jbr Uxor 
ing open tJie houses, and breaking dowi^ 
the barricadoes in the stre^ ? 

A. I do not. I think tl>ey were d^ 
iributed by the Quarteiv«.«sister-gep^:aJj, 
lieutenant-colonel BoMrke. 

Q. At tlie time Captain Whittmgl^am 
brought the message from Sir SanMte) 
Auchmuty, was it under consideration bet 
tween General Wliitelockc a|i4 youiself 
whether either of you slu^^uld go to Sir 
San>uel Auchmuty 's post and judge qo tl^ 
spot whether it would be advisai^e to give 
furtlier assistance to that ixx\n i 
. A. Not that I can recollect, 
. Q. Were any, and. whs^ ^oqndied,^ 
brought to White's hqu^ in the night, 
or in the forenoon of the. 5th, during th^ 
time General Whitelpcke was thene ? 

A. Several ofthecarbiMeer^ and some j 
of the 9th light dragoons, wit^a ^ a|^ ^ 
tillerymeit. 

Questioned by Lot d CatJwitrf. 

Q. Was there any, and what penod 
of the 5th of July, at which Uie-positfoi^ 
of Qeneral Whitelocke might have b«ei| ' 
changed to advantage? 

A. I think it might, ^ter the middle 
of the day, for by gmug to the piaza del 
Toros, aitlKHigh |t would have increased 
Uie distance from the lieht column, and. 
Colonel Mahou^ it^ would have al^ded a^ 
pbssibility of communicating by wnter • 

Q. Having given your opinion that 
the bombardment of the town would not 
have any effect, state your reason lor 
such a supposition, and whether it arose 
from an experiment n^e with a tw«i»t]f7 
four pounder on the houses <rf Mpnte 
Video? 

A. I bcUeve I did not «^ that itiKiu^ 
have no etitict. I thmk I «f^H\, no coi^ 
siderahle effect. To tli^|e«tof tijei^wetr 

Video y 1 say yes, in a great de^Fe^, 

Q. Were ygu acquain^d* on the 
^4K-nii>g of the 6th of July^ tli«t tlie nd- 
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tmfy for kuuimf y mA that tiie gun-boatft 
y$&t ready to cover such huiding } 

A. After my arrival at the l^asa del 
Toros^ I saw me. gun^boats dose in shore* 
I ck> not koow of any other ordpeuice 
reailv to hiocl^ except the one 94-poun^r 
Vbidh I saw tm the beach. It was iamkd 
tm4er c^ifver of the high giXHUid of the 
Plsjia del Toros^ and therefore did not 
want aay assistaece or cover «froni the 
goii'boats. • 

Q. At what period of the day on the 
4th, was it coEnmonicatfKl to General 
Whkdocke that General Cratifiwd and 
lieutefiafit^coiodel Duifh^d surrendered 
tothe.eneiUT^ 

A. 1 tliink it was^Meiied in General 
Xiaiera^ letter. I did not feel that the 
&ct was astoertttn^ tiU I heard it from 
Qeserid AUchmitty^ and he had derived 
bis information from Captain Carrol of 
the 88th, wW had come out with a ilaflr 
dtrtM^ to that effect. 

Q* Having been infbrmed, and find^ 
^ the iofbrniation true, that the flat 
roofe were occupied, to the great auiwy- 
ance of .the troops, why. was not an 
attempt made, at the comraeDcement of 
' the attack, to set iire to the houses, or 
vrm it ever suggested ? 

A. I t>elieve it woold be impossible to 
set fire to bouses constructed as tliese 

Q. Was General Whitdocke ac- 
quainted wkb the situation of Colonel 
Mahon's corps at the time he agreed to 
open a treaty with the Spanish General ? 

A. I amnot'sure ; I th'mk he was. 

Q. What was the distance from the 
PUtta del Toros to the water side, where 
the S4-|)ounfler was landed; and h&d 
you not then a communication from the 
Piaj^'del Toros with the shored 

A. About 300 yards. The crnnmo- 
nidation there %ra8 pfineipdly open. 

Q» Where was the mam body of the 
army, and liow stationedj in the evening 
of toe 6th, »k1 what distance from the 
Plaza del Toros ? / 

A. I had not an opportunity of ob- 
serving at that time> being in the fort 
with a flag of truce. 

Q« Co you Jmow whether atry Spanbh 
army was in the country which might 
have come in a lew days to tlie assistance 
of Buenos Ayres? 

A. I kams imdecstood that the whole 



population in that vtfMly not eugugtA 
in the dd^iKseof the town was afisefablmg 
to assist them. 

Q. M%ht not the roads leatHng fipom 
the country to Buenos Ayres have been- 
re-oocupied by the British troops so a$ 
to prevent a supply of provisions b^|p 
brought to the town? 

A. It was hnpotsible» wUh the num-" 
her of British troops ptesen^^ before Bu* 
enos Ayres, ftom the ^rtent of the towOi 
to prevent or interdict aay supplies tibAl 
thev mufht chAise to make. 

Q. How many main roads art there^ 
to your knowledge, leading from the 
country into the town ? 
" A. 1 be number i» very conaidenft>k« 
To some distance^m the s()uares beftx^ 
descri)ed, there ave four or five whicb I 
know of. From a p(^ in the rear of 
Mr. White's house, between that and 
the Chuelo, after the squares ceasej how 
manv there are in the neighbourhood' cf 
the Kecolita I catnol^o exactly teH. 

Q. Was not the positkm of the army 
on ^ 6th, with tlus ordnance mtettded 
to be landed by Aduuril Mturay, such* 
as could have resisted every effort of the 
Spanishr forces ? 

A. I do not know wbat ordnance Ad« 
roiral Murray had deeded to be landed^ 
I do not think on the 6th, that the enemy 
could have made a^ impressioa ^c^n* 
sequence on the British forees* 

Q. Is the Court to uuderstand that 
yon. weremade acq^iaiated with tbe situ* 
atkm^of Colonel Mabon's corps when yo« 
were inrat; sent to treat with the enemj f 
. A* I do not exactly recollect vrheAer 
Captain. Whittingham had returned at 
that tbne or not I think he had, and 
that he bad reported that Cohmd Mahon 
was on the iMrch' towards the Plaza dbl. 
Tocos. 

BtigHdier-genertdSir Samuel AuchmiUy 
caUed. 

The third and fourth charaes being read 

to him, he was directed to proceed In 

. his narrative), from the morning of the 

dth^July to the ctose of the transact 

ttons at Buenos Ayres., 

Sir Samuel Attchmutf/.-^Before the Mp* 
pointed houf for the attack, I visited the 
ditlRnrent diviftont of my brigade, an# 
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ftwnd them posted a? directed the tven* 
iim before by (he Qu^urter-mdster-'geiie- 
rat; 1 then took my station oq the Hght 
^ingof the 87th, \m centre regimeBt of 
my brigade. Having been directed t& 
d«t3ch the 38th regiment, which was the 
only corps tliat'^as not divided, entlie' 
signal l>eing made of acannonoding from 
the centre, we advanced without Amy op- 
pdsition between one and ^two miles. 
Thetie were two streets between the left 
wing and the 87th Pegnnenl, and the 
Plaza del Toros. I contequaitly toc- 
pected to leave that post ooiisidersdi)iy 
t& my left, ^fbedayhadnotsnti^ciently 
dawned to see any objects at a distance^ 
nor had a siK)t beea fired >at us till^we 
were suddenly as^ulted by a discharge 
of gi^ipe from one or two Jrans (the lattter 
I bdievey hi our front. Though the fire 
^1^89 extremely destr^ictive, particularly 
on'die grenadiers, the column still pushed 
dav and when a heavy lire of musquetry 
opened i!pon us -fronts building, v^ich 
lafterwards found w« t^ Plaaa del To- 
r0s, said tirhlch contained about a thou^* 
iiUnA men'; the cotamn remaiaed ior some 
time efxposed to this fire, still desirous to 
advance. The rear of the column now 
conimenced a firing, which tnade the si- 
tuation of thme in trvnt more dangeilras. 
At lengdi it began to hover and fall back. 
At thi» moment Deutensmt^okioel Bot* • 
ler, with the othev o^c^rs^ ali of whom 
bkhav«d;witb the utmost gallantry, ex- 
erted themselves to stop the oieD, and 
to induce them to follow mc in an- at* 
tempt to get into a garden on the right 
of tne street, in which they succeedled, 
and we penetrated anto thenext parallel 
street to the light «f the vfiHns we bad iefL 
In advancing along this street we Sjtmd 
a^deep water course rwmlng througb the 
centre of it, which fortunately sheltered 
us from the fire of the Plaaa del Toros, 
which was still very hteavy. This street 
led^is to the river, fwJblere we occupied a 
large hou>e, and collected the remains 
of iny column, ai well as ih^ kft columa 
of the right, 'Which had also been led to 
the front of the Plaza del Tonwi and 
which bad sutferedetjually, if not more 
severely, than my right, and behaved 
with equal gallantry, having been obliged 
to pursue uie same course, and"" to jfliin 
us. During this service the regimmits 
imied numl^rs of the enemy* and took 



about a hundi^ed-pdsoners, with thnee 
field pieces, i now saw the colours of 
the 5th regiment planted on the tower of 
St/ Catalina, wliich leavuig me secure on 
my nf^ I sent detaclied parties to my 
rear, to clear the houses on the heightf 
which the enemy were firing from; and 
which looked down upon my post. Du* 
ring this service, I heard a firing on my 
lefti which convineed me that the 38th 
regiment was approaching ; aiid soon af" 
terwards the heights m my rear were 
evacuated by the enemy. A communis 
cation with the 38th reginaent was now 
practicable. I lound that gaUaUt and 
nighly disciplined corps, under Major 
Nu^t, well advanced in the attack cf 
the Foros. When i joined them he wa9 
in possession of most of the enerav's ar- 
tillery, and all their stores and'buiklings^ 
except the Tocos itself whk:h still kept 
up a very heavy fire; but M^or Nugent 
had brought up a twelve^pounder, which 
was sheltered by thc( angle of a house, to 
bear'clo^eupbn it. A detachment of ther 
87th invested it on- the other side. Find-' 
ing that the place mtut immediately sur- 
render, and desiraus that Mi^ Nugent 
should have the iionour of finishing wIh^' 
he had so judiciously begun, and anxious' 
to examine the pott occupied by the 
SAh^l left .the tower inunedkitety altera 
-and about nine o'clock it surrdndened^ 
on which i retnrned and ordered the 
874h into jk. After mahmg a few hs^j 
anrangementss I proceeded trough the 
streets to the convent of St j Catalba, and 
joined the ri^t wing of the 6th^ The 
left wing of that corps was advanced to- 
wards the 30th. SoU^ after my arrivaly 
an ofiicer came to ms from urigadiep- 
general Liunley, acqiKiinting me that the 
enemy were in force near him; thattte 
left wing of the 88th, and he believed the 
right whig, were made prisoners, and he 
was desirous of receiving any orders I 
might give, i recommended t5 him, if 
he had not orders to the contrary from 
his superior ofticer, to remain at ms post 
asloi^ as he could with safetv; but, if 
hard pressed^ to iall back on the 5th, to 
whom 1 should give orders to place 
themselves under his cbnnnaod. i then 
acc|uainted the commanding officer of 
the 5th, that I should return to the To- 
ros, to put that place in a state ofde- 
fence> and shoula Geheral Lumley join 
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hhn trkh ftc36th, to inform the General 
tbat ( wished the two regiments, if hard 
pressed by the-enemy, and in dan^r of* 
beine surroundc^^to join tne attlk rlaza.' 
del T oros, delaying as long as possibtei 
that I might have tune to make arrange- 
ments for its security . . I found some 
difiiculty in returning to the Toros, scat-' 
tered parties of the enemy being in the 
stk'eetsy and firing from theiioiises. Early 
in. the forenoon General Lumley joined 
me with the 5th and 36th, haymg met 
with much opposition from the enemy^ 
in retiring from the posts they occupied, 
and which were considered, as no longer 
tenable. 

During allthi^ time I was ignorant of 
the station or intentiims of the General^ 
nor conkl 1 venture with safety, as 1 had 
no cavalry, to detach a^mall party to re» 
jKKt to him, had I even known his sta* 
tion* At length, about four o^cIock, 
Captain Whittingham came to me from 
head quarters : he acquainted me that 
the General in Chief and General Gower 
were at tlie ground they before oceu^ 
pied; that the General was. ignorant of 
the situation of any of the columus,.amd 
had sent lii^i U> procure what ioforma- 
tion he could, After dietailing to him 
the occurrences of the day as far a» I 
was acq\minted with them, I .desired him 
to assure the<Tenerai that t was under no 
apprehjen^oas for the safety of the post; 
tliat I had opened a communicatioa with 
the shipping, but tliat I was in want ol an 
artillery o&cer, and some men of that 
coq)s. I reoommended to kim, if the 
events On the right of the tovm permit* 
ted, to join me, and make my post Ms 
headquarters; Early" in the evening 1 
received a second message from the Ge* 
neral, directing me to defend the post 
dpring the night, assuring me that he 
would communicate with me the next 
morning, and intbrming me that he 
had sent sixteen artillerymen to join me, 
but that there was ik) commtssiotied of* 
ficer attached to these men. The next 
morning a letter from General Liniers, 
addressed to the Commander of the 
forces, was received at the out posts, and 
a message from that General, acquaint* 
ing me that he sliould abstain from hos- 
tilities till twelve o'clock, waiting the Ge- 
neraFs answer, provided these hostilities 
ceased at the ditierent posts. In reply I 



informed him I should send tlm letter 
witha^ to General Whitelocke, and 
should ab^n from firing on the town, 
provided I should remain linmolested ;^ 
not tliat I bad noantbority over the other 
parts of the army. Bv noon General 
Whitdocke and General Gower came to 
the Plara -delToros, whentlie Greneral 
was pleased to ^w me the communica- 
tion firom Geperal Liniers, and con^den^ 
tiallv to ask my opinion about accedii>9 
to the terms it proposed* When I ren 
fleeted on the unpleasant sitiiation iti 
which the army was placed; that all the 
light inf jintry md riilemen were prison* 
ers ; that Upwards, of half the troops orif 
ginalfy engaged, were now either killed, 
wounded, or prisoners, exclusiye of the 
45th,' wht) were shut up by tl>c enemy ; 
that the renlauKler were hitigued; mth" 
out confidence, and exposed to the most 
inclement season of the year withoii!^ 
blankets, great cents, or a cbar^e ot ne- 
cessaries^ V^hich at sttdi a time mu^ be 
productive of great sickness ; when I 
reflected on the scattered state of th^ 
troops, and the probal^ility that Colonel 
Mahon's detachment, the only unattached 
or unfotisued part of the anny, or the 
troops left on the Miserare, by the Ger 
nenii, might be spiritedly attacked by 
the whole force of the^nemy ; when 1 
adverted tot the drfiicultyof procuring 
ordnance stores, and provisions friwn tlie 
fleet, as none of the ships could approach 
wiUiin feven miles of the shore, and the 
river at that season so v«ry tumultuous, 
and frequently not navigable ; when I 
considered the loss w^i<^ii we must inevi^ 
tably susts^n if hostilities recojuiiwiiGed, 
from a people elated with th^r brilliant 
succ^ ; the difficulty of burning or de- 
stroymg.the town with our artillery (for 
the houses ai*e all built of brici^, with ter* 
raced roofs, no wood employed in their 
construction, and the bricks so soit, that 
the shot penetrated without shaking 
them) ; when I adverted to the dilii- 
cuhy^of making a retreat, and that we 
must leave four thousand of our best 
troops in their possession; and to the 
danger tliat miist succeed even the cap- 
ture of tlie place, for our numbers would 
then have been totally unable to keep it; 
when I turned to the sil\iation in winch 
Monte \'ideo was lelt, with a garrisc.a 
unequal tw maintiun it, without adverjr 
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itigatafttotiieinhafaitantis; wkbootaoy 
liopes of a rainforcemieiit, (ttor the tfoef>» 
which w«re exp«*ctedlTpin Engkuid were 
simposed to have bdrife aivjiY ^ the 
We8t fed'tes ;) when I weighed aU these 
circomstaDces, and was perwaded that 
MoMie Video could only be maintaioed 
sttpj>aHng the army could have etTegted 
tUeir retreat ; their premien;) from the 
ship^^ or from the co«iilrj', wo«ji4d cer- 
tainly have been short; but mere parti^ 
oularlj wlien i called to mind the de^* 
claratkm of hit Majesty's riiinisters, s^id 
thuir kistructiens to General Whitelocke, 
that the possession of the country co«kl 
not be an object, unless it could be 
mairrtaiiied by a 1i>rce which I know by 
experience was very insufficient Iw that 
purpose, I had no hesitation in saying, 
that if better terms coold not be obtain- 
ed, and a period of six months given for 
the evacuation of Monte Video, with a 
foilityto the merchants to dispose of 
their goods, it ym my opinum tbe^ 
should be acceded to. The General 
hnmediatefy called to General Gower, 
and ac^fuaiuted him that I was ofthe'same 
opinkmwith them both, upon which GeOr 
Gowet observed to me that he had ols^eet- 
cd to^ny answer being returned till the 
thussL del Toros should be examined; 
hut iindiog that the possession of it by 
DO means Insured, or even gifeatiy fact* 
heated the cajrture of ttte place, he 
tiKHight it would be prktdent to enter 
into neg^iadon. General Gower was 
tlien seat into the town, and returned iiii 
the evening, saying that a perk)d ci two 
months for the evacuatbn of Monte Vi- 
deo was positively insisted on, and fie 
betieved would not be resckided. The 
General then deteraiiined to accept the 
tenns, and a treaty was concloded, a 
copy of which I ikst saw on my tetimi 
to England. 

Examined by the Judge Jdvocate, 

Q. Do you know the number of eft- 
trencljing tools in possession of your co- 
lumn on the momuig.of the 5tli of July ? 

A. I do not know of any. 

Q. Can you state what number of ar- 
tillery and artillerymen were attached to 
your column on the morning of the 5th, 
and bow the soldiers of that corps were 
employed? ^ 



A. r had neither artillery acrarttHery-i 
men with me, nor, do I know be\t th^ 
corps was empk>yed further than the 
cannonading the sfcreett as a «gnal to 
advance. / 

Q. Yovliave stated that yoa received 
two messages fmm General Whitelocke 
in the course ofthe 5th ; by whom were 
these'raenafi;es conveyed f 

A. Themessaoeswere^venmanote 
from theGeueru's secretaryj and con- 
veyed by a quarter«master dSf dragooos,. 
if I recollect .right 
. Q.. As you have stated that Captain 
Whfttingham came to you about ibor 
o'clock, when you received for amwef 
tiiat General ^('hitclocke thought it ex- 
pedient to comply with your reconi^ 
mendatson to make the Ptaea det Toros 
his head quarters, liad bethought proper 
so to do, \¥otild he, or would he not liavc 
reached (he Plaza del Toros soon ato* 
sbt Vckjck on the 3th ? 

A. i really think be might. 

Q. Do you kndw with what escc^ 
the quarter-master reached the Phoar 
del Toros? 

A. He bad sixteen artillerymen with 
ham, f do not know what either escort^ 
or whether he had any. 

Q. HowcouklCok>tielMahQB*scorpv 
witli the troops of the Cora), be attacked 
by the whole font of the enemy if *e 
British troops occupied the Placa del. 
Toros, and the Kesidencia ? 

A. I neither heafd the firing npr the 
ittack made cm tl^e 9Sth. regiment, that 
were close to me iw the rear of General 
Craufurd^s brinde, both of which were 
ctoser tx> me mn the troops under Co^ 
lonel' Mahon. The remments^ I had wi^ 
roe at the Plaza del 1 oros had been so 
scattered and destroyed, f did not col- 
lect nH>re than twelvehundred thatmghtv 
which force was insuiiScient for detaching 
a force to the Kesidencia^ which 1 vm* 
derstood was shut up. 

Q. Whence did yo« derive yooi' 
information as to the ritfht Aank, and 
their occupation of the Residencia, of 
tlmt the Kesidencta was shut up in the 
course of the 6th? 

A. 1 cannot call to mind when or bow. 
I heard of it. 
Acgoumed until to-morrow* 
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TWENTIETH DAY. 

' - - /- 

Wednesday, Feb. 34. 

The Court beii^ assembled pursuant to 
adjqurnmetit, Brigadier-general Sir 
Samuel j^uchmuty was cabled aod 
furth^er examhied, 

Sir Samuel ^ucJmittli/.'^" Before I 
proceed, 1 beg tbe indMlgence of th^ 
Court to allow me to add to tli£^ part 
t)f my evidence of yesterday, where I bad 
^ecl ^at I |!eponimen4ed to thd Lieu- 
tfioantrfi^enerali to join me at the Plazs^ 
del TqtoSi at^d iiiake that position hii head 
({uartefs, the wofds following ; ' and not. 
to hurry hims^fi ^s ^y post was secure, 
Wt to wait and know the events of the 
^l^kt, and the. situation of the right 
wing,'" 

Judge Advocate. — ^Let this be added 
to Sir Samuel Auckn^uty's fosmtt. evi- 
dence. 

The order for the attack (as adverted 
to yesterday) was then read. 

ft. Were these orders complied with,, 
as far a$ related tip the corps mider your 
command? 

A. They were complied with, as far 
^ circumstances would permit. 

Q. Did the troops proceed with un- 
loaded arms? 

A. lliey were unloaded as ws ad- 
ya\)ced. f 

Q* You hav? stat^, that- in your 
report to General Whitelocke,^ through. 
Captain- Whittingham, you desired to 
have au artillery officer and some men 
sent to you, and that sixteen men were 
sent, but no ofHcer. Dp yOw know why 
the Gicm^ral did not send an oBlcer with 
^ese mewl 

A. I do not recdUect that any reason 
wasgiveii. 

. Q, You said, that among the reasons 
which iodised you to enter into a ne- 
gociatlon on the term^ pressed by Ge^ 
neral L^niers, one was, that the tro«ps 
were £»tigMcd and without confidence* 
llxplaia what you meant by the term, 
withpui coi^idenct f 

A. The Court may more easily cobt 
ceive than I cai^ express, what 1 meant 
by the words want of confidence. The 
UQOf% certainly wef^ etHirely without 



coa6daH:e at the time I am speaking of, 
many of them wece speakings in term* 
highly improper, but which we could 
not take notice of. By want of confix 
d^nce, I mean want of coqtkleoce b theif 
general) 

Q. H^ your knowledge- of this want 
<rf confidence of the troops la .Uieir ge- 
neral expressed m the maniter >xmi have 
described, a considerable share in (le* 
cidkig you to approve of the abandon- 
nient of those advantages which th^ 
troops had gained at Buenos Ayres, j^nd 
also giving np the strong post of Moote 
Video? 

A. It certainly had some share in in* 
ducing me to recommend the gtying op 
of Nionte Video. As to the advantage^ 
gauied at Buenos Ayres, having pur« 
cliased them so dearly, I cannot consi- 
der them as such. 

Q. If", instead of that want of confi- 
dence, you had fiound the troops full of 
conhdenoe in thehr general on the 6th, 
and that you had r^tsou to think that 
well placed, should you have thought 
yourself justified in reeomntending the 
abandonment of Monte Video, under the^ 
circumstances ia which you were .thett 
piacedj • 

A. I should have hesitated much, but 
I still think I should. 

Q. Iflieutenaiit-gCBeralWhJtdocke'* 
instructions wei^, not to abandon Moite 
Video except in case of necessity, arc 
you of opinion that that case of necessity 
had arrived-, in a military p<Mnt of view, 
to justify the abandonment of Monte 
Video- on the 6th July ? 

A. If Gesend WhitelockeH mdem 
were» not to abandon Monte Video, bi^ 
in case of necessity, I do think, in a mi* 
litary view, that necessity had arrived^ 
if better terms coukl not be obtained* 

<Q. Are you then of opinkm that the 
British forces at Buenos A^res, on the 
6th, together with tl)e garrison left at 
Moiite Video, were not, in a military 
point of view, sufficient to fetam the pos- 
session of Mente Video? 

A. A much less number of men co^U 
have retained Monte Video, had they 
been then in garnson there. 

Q. Is it your opinion that the ;;arrison 
could not have been supplied with pro* 
visions, either from the country, or by 
iQtam of the ftlupping? 
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A. I am most tlccidedty of opinioti that 
the country M'ould have been shut frpntf 
them, and they must consequently have 
been supplied from the shippihg, nor do 
I see why the shipping could not have 
found means to supply provisions to the 
garrison. 

Q. How then might the shipping 
have found means to supply provisions 
to the garrison? 

A. I know not what resourcfes the 
shipping had, and I know, from expe- 
rience, there would have been some dif- 
ficulty in getting provisions from the 
Brazils, and probably from the Cape. 
^ I ^ot some from both immediately on 
tttkmg. Monte Video, but that was, be- 
cause I had opened the nort to all neu- 
trals with provisions : arta I do suppose 
we cotild hare procured provisions for 
12 riionths. I had also reason to expect- 
a supply fi-om North America. ' . 

Q. Have you reason to believe it 
would have been impracticable to have 
supplied the garrison with provisions 
through the means of our shipping ? 

A. I have reason to believe some dif- 
ficulty and uncertainty might have at- 
tended it; but I fiiirly and candidly own, 
I believe the garrison might have been 
supplied. 

Q. Then, if there were more than suf- 
\ ficient troops tq garrison Monte Video, 
dhd that j^ison might have Ijecn sup- 
plied with provisions, explain yourniean- 
nig, that the necessity ijad arrived, in a 
military point of view, tor abandoning 
Monte Video? 

A. That garrison was then before 
Buenos Ayres, and the difficulty, the 
danger, and disgrace, of retiring before a 
victorious army, and re-embarking, is 
what I mean by the necessity. 

Q. W^e the British forces remaining 
without the town, on the 6th of July, 
equal to combat and defeat any force the 
Spanish general could have brought 
against tliem out of the town? 

A. If they met them fairly in the open 
field, most certainly. When united 
they must have been sufficient. 
^ Q \Va« the British force, a:fter the 
junction of Colonel Mahon, in a military 
peint of view, able to maintain the posses- 
sion of the Plazd del Toros. 

A. Certaraly it was. 

A. Wwild not the meeting of tbf 



Spanish and the British troops fairty-ia 
the (iekl, have been the necessary con- 
sequence of preventing any attempt 
made by the Spanish general to interrupt 
any movement whioi General White* 
locke might make for the purpose of re- 
treat? 

A. It certainly woutd not have been 
the necessary consequence. 

Q. Would not Reduction have been a 
favourable pomt of retreat for the army, 
making tlie Chuefo the line of defence, 
and tfe point Qnilmes the place of re- 
embarkation ? 

A". Had the army been obliged to re- 
treat, I should suppose the point Q«nT* 
mes, below the town, or the Courchas 
above the town, would have been the 
proper place for re-embarkation. 

Q. Would not the consequence of 
adopting ^either of these places have* 
been, either that the army could Itave 
been embarked witliout material loss, or 
that a general action might have taken 
place. 

A. 1 think there would have been a 
very material loss, and t do not think a* > 
general action would hay* taken pla^. 
r Q. Explain the groundsofthat opinion, 

A. The enemy must have had it in 
their power to harass the retreat without 
hazarding a general aciion, but by at^ 
tacking the rear square. The ships 
were seven miles from the shore, and 
the court will allow hie to observe, and 
they well knowtlje difference between a 
corps of five hundred men, sound in all 
its points, well fed, aiid well iequ'i{it, 
fiill of spirits, and of perfect confidence, 
and a corps of four or five hundred men 
|n the state I have before described our 
tphavebeei). . 

Q. 'Hcyw near could the shippmg, |iarr 
ticulariy the gun-brigs and &6ats, have 
come to point Quilnlies ? 

A, I caniK)t precisely say. Thegtni^ 
boats, I believe, might have com^ in 
close to the shore. The shipping lay 
down the river at some distance 

Q. Could not a rear guard have esteiih 
lished themselves in the gun-boats? 

Lord Cathcart This is going into 
matter of opinion. The ususuf course c( 
courts martial, and all other courts of 
justke, is not to go into matters of opir 
nkjt), but to confine themselves to mat- 
ters of fact. I haf ^ t])c mgst r^s^^ecV 
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able authority for observing, tjiat this 
court is to examine facts, and apply 
those facts to their own judgment. 

Judgf Adwcaie. Early in these pro- 
ceedings, the, court came to an unani- 
mous agreement, that tliey would admit 
evidence upon questions of opinion as 
well a» upon questions of fact. I am 
extremely anxious to obtain the opinion 
of an c^iker of such high rank and such 
experience as^the witness ; and if I am not 
now to examine, pn these points, the 
Court will, of necessity, have to eraser 
irom their proceedings all the opinions 
of those several o(Hcers who have al- 
ready be€n:exaiTiined. 

Upon this the Court was cleared 
during about half an hour. When we 
were re-admitted, and the proceedings 
resumed, the question had been over^ 
ruled, ^nd the witness was again ex- 
an^ined. 

Q. Did ypu include, in the opinion 
you gave in the treaty, any expression 
of approbation on the conduct which had 
produced the existing state of circum- 
stances on the 6th Jglj* ? 

Tbi»questiDO was objected to by Ge- 
iieral Whitelocker 

Jud^€ Advocate, — '* It appears by 
this ]^iper put into my hand, that tfaie 
objection ot General Whitelocke merely 
amounts to an observation. He adcs, 
*' 4oe3. the i^i^tioa apply to an opinion 
cbithe plan of attack, or generally to the 
conduct of the Commander in Chief? 
If the £rst, Generai Whitelocke doe^ 
not object to it ; but, tf the latter, he 
must request permission of tl^. Court to 
do so'.* When I put the question, I 
meant to apply it generally to the con- 
duct of the jgeneral during' the whole of 
the expedition, and conseoMently in- 
cluding the pkui of attack. 1 shall state 
the particular grojimds upon which X 
put this question. It is, because I have 
reason to understand, that the Court 
does conceive that the opinions of of: 
£cers /which are grounded upon rank 
and «xpenence, and upon local know- 
ledge^ may giye essential assistance m 
forming their judgment upon the wholQ 
of tlus case, upon this ground I have 
alrea4y put questions, to the,; other of- 
ficers eoiployed in this expedition, and 
upon this ground I now repeat theques- 
ticm» 



General Whitelocke theii put in • 
paper, whjch was read bv the Judge Ad* 
vocate. It stated his o^ections to this 
question, oh the grounds, not only of it^ 
being a^inst law, and a^iist justice^ 
but as establishing a most injurious pre- 
cedent. In couiJts of law it was not the 
practice to take questions of opinifm»- 
except on sul^cts of science, as, a man 
being wounded, a professional man may 
be called on to state the probable cause 
ofsudi wound, or his opinion of ks bdi^ 
properly treated ; but questions of opL- 
uion, on the general conduct of any 
man, had never been known, excepting' 
in the case of Lord Geor^ SackviUe, 
where suggestions of opimon were acW 
mitted,. under the very peculiar circum- 
stances of the case. A witness shouklr 
state merely what he saw, and what 
passed within his own knowledge ; but it 
was for the Court to deduce the necea* 
sary inferences, and to form their oo«* 
elusions. He trusted he should be oh 
abledto prove that the opinioni, already 
given, werci founded in prejudice, for 
there were enough of witnesses wha 
would rest their judgment or condu« 
sioas on the success or failure of any 
Unc of conduct. Different men may rea-< 
son differently even on the same hds, 
therefore mere opinions should not be 
admitted in evidence of these fae^ He 
therefoiQsolemuly protested agannst thit 
mode of examination, and trusted the 
Court would preserve its digmty and 
consistency. He entreated the Co«rt to» 
give a littl^ consideration ta the cose cC 
Lord Keppel, in which he begjed leave 
to refer to the examination/of Lord^ Mulr 
grave, who refused to answer the Cdfft 
Vipon q ue^tions of opinion. 

Here General Whitelocke presented 
to the Judge Advocate a vokime -con- 
taining the trial of Lord Keppel, and 
. point^ out the exam'mation he had al- 
luded to, and which the Judge Advocate 
read throughout. From tWs it aroeared 
that Lord Mulgrave was severely re- 
primanded by the Court for refusmg tof 
answer the question they had put t# 
him. 

. Ueuteriant'generdSirJ(AnMoor€*-^ 
It appears to me that this comes to a 
very simple statement. At Monte Vi- 
deo Sir Samuel Aucbmuty wasadced his 
opinion by General Wiut^«^«» and he 
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gtv« it. Now we want to know the 
feet OK which thtt opinion was ground* 
fd* (t is a fandt^ not a r^iestiod of 
<ipinioD, 

, fMg^ jiivociUt,'^! am not sbak«n in 
my juMgment by lay thins I have been 
reaamg to the Coart I do mean, roost 
clcddeoly, with the ii|>probation of the 
CooTty to foUow up thtt question^ as wefi 
aiotfaerk 

^9nemlfyhi$eiotke,^^Ai explained, I 
iia kHiMr object to the uuestioti being 
feUowM ; but I obiept to the Judge Ad- 
focatc asking the general grounds of an 
<|>inion liypothetii^y. 
. Judge Aih9CtU€.*^The question in 
ddiatt knot hypothetk»l. 

Tlie question was then repeated to the 
#itnstt. 

A* Ceitaplynot. 

Q. Was it, or was it not, your opi- 
um, that the fiyree which left Monte 
Video to engage ia the expedition against 
Bnnios Ayres^ if di^rently conducted, 
woald ]ia?e been soccessful ? 

Juf^ Ado9caitc,^-A. do not now mtm 
Ift coaoad that this it a matter of opi- 
MOD, but fsunded on &et I am ready 
lo answer any objection, at I am asl^ 
the opinion of to o^ker who held ahign 
tltation, and who has been on the sp^, 
with the view to obtain such necessary 
and inyaitant iafbrmation as may assist 
the Ceovt in their judgment upon the 
iurt' 

; <?aierBfG«rfA.-^Icerta)Dhr object to 
tf s qnkaltion, and still upon the g[iounds 
tf itt oeing mattev of opmion, whiofa the 
Comt are not boaod to go hito. 

B^ne the Court was again cleared, 
9^ after a deliberation of about twentrr 
nunutes, the witness was again called 
^od tlie ^eslioa repeated. 

Q. Was it, er was it not, vour omnion, 
Ihaltkeiorce whidi Idt Monte Videoto 
fOgage in the esepedition against Buenos 
AgRret, if differently conducted, would 
liave proved tucoessfiiU 

A., Most certainly. In my opinion 
Dk force was folly sulfioient tor the re^ 
4acfef of BufliMM Ayres. 

Q. CoDtideringalltbedrcuinfltincet^ 
mdth^ naanerofattadc, wat not the 
station KDlcQlfd by mysdf and Otnergl 



Gower a proper one^ or where worid 
you, in sucti a case, have remained du^ 
mgthe attack? 

A. The station was certainly, at fitf as 
I can judge, a proper one, at the com- 
mencement of the attack. 

Q. Should you have thought it judi- 
cious, safe, or proper, to have aBowed 
the men to advance with loaded amis? 
and, did you consider youisetf rertricted 
from Joadinir when yon arrived at your 
post, If loaaing should then become ne- 
cessary? 

A. 1 should certainty, with a principal 
part of an army, prefer marcMag tiiroi^ 
a town with unloaded arms; and I md 
not consider myself restricted from 
loading wlien it should become necet* 
sarv* 

^. What number ofinfaakHtaalswere 
there in Monte Video? 

A. The population of Mo|itC Video 
was estimated at 90,000; but cettakdy 
it contamed no such number wbea I 
commanded. I should think t^ popu- 
lation might have been about 19 m 
14,000, 

a. If Monte Video had been bdcl by 
a garrison whiqh must be supplied from 
the shipping with uncerMuntv and ^- 
Gtdty, niust not all tiie original inkM-* 
tants have been tent awayf 

A. Umlouh*edly. 

Q. Would any point maintaiBed bt 
me, wfawh must have exasperated the 
h)habita9t8, been of any iAwola^t % 
have fhciKtoted hereafter the views ei 
this i^ountry as to 9p^h America, or 
would it not have had n contrary tea* 
dency? 

A, ft would not have been of any 1^ 
sent advantage, nor would it have iadt^ 
ta^l diCTiews of this country, iKilhl 
this country had d e t erm m ed to ootMpi^ 
Spanish America by force. 

.Q. Had yon not ^ted to ffiif erHme «l » 
before my arrival at Mpnte Video, tiist 
It would, m your opmion, require a forte 
of ISi^OOO soen, ana did your experlepce 
of the dispositions of the MaMme^eit 
my other cireumrtatipe, lead yevk to 
alter ^t opinion? 

A. 1 stated to ftoiremmeiit, tbit to 
pononer and to se» thi$ c&caiaefM 
wwuut require a forae or 15,090 fnea. J 
have not tnot had any reaMft to ate 
thatopinioa. 
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Q. Had we any probable means of 
§ettii^ back the prisoners taken fromus, 
and the 17th regiment; and other prU 
soners taken from General Beresfoi^'s 
regiment, according to the terms of re* 
linuuishing the Plata? 

A. I know of no other means of re- 
covering the prisoners taken under Ge- 
neral Beresford, and I am vei^ doubtful 
that any other measures could be adopt- 
ed for the recovery of those taken in the 
attack. 

He-examined hy the'^Judge Advocate. 

Q. Whatwere the number of prisoners 
taken "by the brigade under your com- 
mand i ' 

A. About 700. 

Q. In reply to a question put by Ge- 
neral Whitelocke^ whether the station 
occupied by him and General Gower 
was a proper one during the attack, you 
stated that the statk>n was a proper one 
in the commencement of the attack. 
Was it, in your opinion, a proper station 
for General Whitelocke, Commander in 
Chief, to remain in -stationary, from 
day-break until sun-set, during such a 
day, and under such circumstances, as 
those which passed within your know- 
ledge during the 5th } 

A. I am not sufliciently master of the 
duppsltion of the forces, of the situation 
jMfthe country, or of the plans and intea- 
imms of the commander of the forces, to 
fbswer that question with decisbn. 

Examined hy ty CmtrL 

Q. What number of artillery weie 
^ken from the enemy, and pf \mt ca- 
libres? 

A. Thkty-two pieces of cannon, most 
of them lield-pieces, and the calibres an- 
swering to 6 and 12 pounders ; many of 
them were our own guns, which had 
been taken fromjGeneral Beresford. 

Q. In what state were the guns? 
Weie they spiked ; and what quantity of 
ammunition ? 

A. The guns were all spiked ; how- 
ever I was successful in clearing the 
touch-holes <rf some of them. There 
w% abundance of ammunition. 

Q. Were the 700 prisoners taken bjr 
you of that descripUoi} whi«h would have 



induced the Spaniards willing to ftx* 
change with an equal number ^ Br^iMl 
prisoners? 

A. They were of the best descripti^ 
of their troops ; but I am positivdy m|v 
suaded.tbey wodd not have rdeasea theni 
by an exchange of an equal Aumbw of 
our men. 

Q. Mijght not the possesion of Mootf 
Video, with sufficient shipping to com** 
mand the entrance of th^ f^a, hav^ 
answered to facilitate other views^ thit 
country than the coiu^wsl of Spaniak 
South America. 

A. If b^ other views art meant imm 
(^facilitatkm, I think not. 

MeuUmnt-cohnel Nugent tiv^m (mi 
examined' 

Q. Had you the command of the 31th 
regiment on the 5th July, 

A. I had. 

Q. Did that regiment form Mrt of 
the brigade under the commatid of Sit 
Samuel Auchmuty ? 

A. It did. 

Q. State the oi>eratkNU of thil regi^ 
ment from the period ^ou march^ oa 
by signal on the mornmg 9f the Btk, to 
the taking of the Plaaa i^ Toro^ md 
forming a jimctioti with the oorpi uadtr 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty. 

A. I marched with the teguneot from 
their cantonments l^ five 0'ck)ck oil ikt 
morning of the dtb, to the fiUc^ appoint . 
ed to me by Sir Samuel Aucbmulyr 0| 
a road leading to the church of Kecolita, 
with my rear clear of th« line to be ae> 
cupied by'^th^ kil oohimn of the 87th. 
On the commencement of the cannon* 
adipg, at haAf pait six o*cWck> we-puflied 
forward, and in about twenty miofilm 
reached a lane leading to the Pb^a det . 
Toros, and at the head of whi^ W9b a 
large house, oppupied by a detadim^ 
of the enemy, who kept up a fdiafy 6tt 
on the column as it approached* Tk^ 
door, however, we ia a short ivH b^r^ 
open, and the tro9p9 within wer? put tp 
the bayonet. The enemy having a nu- 
merous artillery outside the Plamr M 
Toros, we epdeavoMred to obtain pMei- 
sion of it, but the destniptive fife in att 
directions rendered it imi>r9ctif^4>iei Vf^ 
we lost a number of men in the attempl> 
I judg^it cjigcdJart to getfosf^woR ti 
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another large house which looked to the 
river, and was situated at the edge of the 
cliff, and which was at that time Occu- 
pied by the enemy, in order to silence 
their ^ns, by being enabled to turn 
their right flank. Accordingly two com- 
panies were detached for that purpose, 
and having possessed themselves of the 
house, they sallied out by a back door, 
^nd charged the enemy in the fort and 
barracks of the Retiro, on the tlag-stafF 
of which we hoisted our colours, and 
#rom whence the enenly retreated, spik- 
ing. all their guns but one 12 pounder, 
^k;h we immediately turned upon the 
Plaza. The good effects of this was 
soon observable, as, after a very few 
rounds numbers were seen to rush out, 
endeavouring to escape towards the 
town. Contmuin^ the cannonade for 
€ome time, d white handkerchief was 
shewn by the enemy in the building, and 
about half i)ast nine the remainder with- 
in, amounting to about '400 men, sur- 
rendered at discretion. In the course 
of half an hour afterwards we were joined 
by General Auchmuty, who, during the 
cannonade, ordered the 87th from their 
position, to relieve a company of the 
38th, which I had placed m charge olF 
the prisoners then in the Plaza, and sent 
' that company to join their regiment, 
vrhich was posted at different places, at 
the Retiro, and at the end of streets 
leading iqto the town. During the day 
Generdl Lumley, with the 5th and 36th, 
joined us at our position. 

The ffanourabk Major King sworn and 
examined* 

Q. Did you command the left wing 
of the 5th rcgirtxent on the 5th July? 

A. Idid.^ 
' Q. State the operations of that wing, 
<tff which you had the command, during 
the attack on the town, till you rejoined 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty. 

A. Having previously, on the evening 
of the 4th, received my orders from Sir 
Samuel Auchmuty, 1 formed the left 
vingof the 5th tegiment, opposite the 
avenue appointed by hiip, and on the 
commencement of the cannonade in the 
centre of the ^columns advanced, and 
jieaching the entrance of a street, I or- 
dered the front rank of the leading sec- 



tion to come to the charge. Wc ad* 
vanced at a quick pace down the street ; 
the enemy, on our advance, abandoned 
four pieces of cannon, with whicli they 
bad been apparently retiring on the left. 
It was soon ascertained that they had 
Spiked the guns and shot the horses pre- 
vious to their abandoiiment. The cof 
luinn reached the river without opposi- 
tion; I then looked about to observe 
what houses were proper to take posses- 
sion of according to the plan of«ttack. 
I retired from the coluipn about fifty 
paces for that purpose, but the fire then 
commencing, 1 thought it necessary to 
load, and then broke mto a house, of the 
top of which we took possession, and 
displayed the regimental colours of the 
5th. 1 then detached parties to take 
possession of different houses, and of a 
Church near. By this time a very gall- 
ing fire commenced from the Plaza del 
Toros, which commanded the house 
where I had taken station. Between 
nine and ten o'clock the firing from the 
Plaza ceased, and the British colours 
were hoisted on it. Having remained 
till near 12 o'clock, some of the men 
pointed out French colours on a house to 
the right, expressing a wish to take them, 
and as I had received no orders during 
that period, I left a serjeant and twelve 
men to guard the prisoners, many of 
whom were brought to me by detached 
parties, as well as to protect the wound- 
ed. I tlien advanced to the right, but 
received so heavy a fire, that I thou^ 
it necessary td break open a door on the 
left, into the court yard of which 1 had 
the wounded men brought. I then pro- 
ceeded to attempt the house where the 
French flag was flying. On advancing 
we sustained such loss, that I found it ne- 
cessary to retire to the house I had pre* 
viously broken open. 
Adjourned until to-morrow. 



TWENTY-FIRST DAY. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25; 

The Court being met, pursuant to ad- 
journment, the Honourable Major 
King was again called in, and his evi- 
dence of the preceding day being read 
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over by the Deputy Judge Advocate, 
he resumed his narrative* 

On returning to the court-yard of this 
house, I sent an officer with tlie wounded 
to the place where I had left the surgeon. 
I also sent by him a request for a rein- 
forcement from Colonel Davie, and was 
joined by a few more men. At the same 
time I received a message from Briga- 
dier-general Lumley, stating that I co- 
vered his right. The men still expressing 
jgreat ardour to attack the house that dis- 
pla};ed the French flag, I advanced, but 
iinding the offensive and defensive means 
of the enemy so much superior to mine, 
that, notwithstanding my supposing, from 
the circumstance ot the fla^, that it ^^-as 
occupied by some officer important to 
the enemy, I was again obliged to retire 
to the court-yard I had possessed myself 
of.. The enemy had two pieces of can- 
non at the upper end of the street, which 
they were prevented from working by 
the fire of our musketry.- The tops of 
the houses were completely occupied 
by the enemy, and it was in their power 
to destroy our men- with very little 
danger to themselves, as it only occa- 
sionally happened that we could hre with 
effect when their heads were seen over 
the parapet. Added to this, the diffi- 
ficulty of breaking open the houses was 
extremely great. Any attempt to get 
into the ueforementioned house proved 
aitogetherineffeotual, and as the enemy 
might cut me off by superior numbers 
I remained in the court-yard till we sent 
off the wounded. 1 then retired to a 
street where I found a detachment of 
the 36th, and shortly aKer Captain 
Ridge of the 5th informed me that a 
body of the enemy was advancing from 
the upper end of the street. 1 formed 
my men with an intention of advancing 
to charge, but on approaching I observ- 
ed an officer with a white handkerchief 
in his hand. I , therefore ordered my 
men to halt, remaining reaily at the 
charge, my front extending across the 
street. By this time the enemy was 
very close : I advanced to the officer, 
who had also halted, and from whom I 
iniderstood that he surrendered himself 
and his party prisoners of war : I desir- 
ed them to lay down their arms, and to 
•enforce tliis order seized two or three of 



their firelocks and threw them m the 
ground, still observing that the enemy 
accumulated in numbers, and were me- 
nacing my party by flourishing; their 
swords. Just at that moment one df 
them presented at me, when one of the 
5th started forward and made a thrust 
witli his bayonet at the officer to whom I 
was speaking, who evaded injury by 
starting aside. Seeing now tfiat thcr 
did not lay down their arms, 1 jqdged 
it best to demand his sword, whi^ hb 
instantly gave me ; but the officer who 
carried Ithe colours, at that momeit, in- 
formed me that the enemy had attempt- 
ed to seize them, I gave the woird to 
charge, and the enemy turned and ran 
away, leaving a few killed behind them. 
After this nothing material occurred. 
We proceeded, according to my orders, 
to break open the houses, and while pn 
this 'Service I received an order from 
General Lumley tu retire to the Plazat 
del Toros, and form a junction with tlie 
right wing of the 5th. The order was 
immediately obeyed, and about three 
o'clock I entered the Plaza del Toros. 

Q. What number of mtrenching tools/ 
or other instruments propei* for the 
purpose of breaking open houses, had 
your wing, in point of tact ? 

A. I cannot exactly remember, but 
we had some. 

Q. What sort of tools were they? 

A. To the best of my recollection, 
some of them were the regimental pio- 
neers* tools, a crow-bar and a mattock 
or two which we fouml in the suburbs of 
Buenos Ayres. 

Meutenant'colonel Davie sworn and 
examined. 

Q. Did you command the 5tlj regi- 
ment on the 5th July? 

A. I did. 

Q. State the operations of the w!ne: 
under your command, from the period 
of marching on to the attack, to the time 
of your junction with Brigadier-general 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty, at the Plaza del 
Toros. 

A. The right column, under my com- 
mand, proceeded.at h^lf past sis. o'clock 
in the morning of the 5th, down the 
street that had been appointed to us the 
evening before by Sir Samuel Auchmuty, 
and we arrived at the banks of the river 
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al half p^ scveo without the slightest 
a|ipoMlKNi. 1 immediately hoisted the 
king's p<4our8 on the tops ot houses in the 
•imftfe neare&tthe river, or tlie <klTerent 
mgkt$ of iotersectiog streets, and shortly 
9imr, tn-conjuiiction with two companies 
of the left wing, I took possession of tlie 
church of St. Catalina, from the tower of 
whicht I could observe, at about nine 
e^clocK, the white flag hoisted on the 
Planet del Toros. Captain Brook, assis- 
ftattt ^luarter-master-general, by that 
t(|n? joioed mey and informed me of tlie 
captifre of the Retiro. I proceeded 
9Jioom the strand to receive orders from 
^ WQuel Auchmuty, who came to the 
€hui<d) about U o'clock, and after mak* 
ing his oteervations ipon the tower, he 
gavejiie orders to retain the position I 
mm MdrOr* if too much pressed by 
the csemyf to retire to him at the Plaza 
del Toros. About one o'clock I received 
« message from General Lumley, by a 
tefjtiint of the 36th» to request me to 
advaqce to support him on the right. I 
iHHAediatdY proceeded with three com< 
paji^ and on joining him foufid the 
dO^k liad iecei\(ed orders to retire. Two 
<:o«ap|»ie8 of the left wing, und^ the 
bonojirable Maior King, then joined me, 
and we retired ak>ng the strand in the 
fc«r of the3^» and arrived at the Toroi 
about half .past two o'clock. 

firifltMer-general the Honourable Wil- 
ham Lwidey again calkd and ex" 
4mi»cd^ 

^. Didyoulead the right wing of the 
36th r^'mient;, which formed a |>art of 
the bngSde under your commafid, whieh 
brigade was composed 'Of the 36th and 
3ft& v^giraentSp on the day of the attack 
upon the town of Buenos Ayres ? 
^A. Jdid. 

Q. Slate the operatbos of the right 
wlng,^ which you led, from the com*- 
in^nceneut of the attack, to the period 
of forming a junction with the corps 
uadler Isiir Samuel Auchmuty, and what 
comes within your knowledge, of the 
Meratiops of the other wings of the brif 
fide? 

A> Ak>ut sixo^cfoclc in the morning 
4>f the 5th, tl)e two regiments composloff 
my brigade were ftraed, having leS 
tmirpiicks «ad great C09U in tbekcao* 



tonmentsy under a. good guard, as di* 
rected by the previous orders wp had 
received. The 88th were in two 
columns, with the heads of each to the 
road, down which they were to proceed/ 
and the 36th were in one column, in rea^ 
diness to move in tlie direction in whicli 
I intended to lead t^m myself, until I 
could ascertain the two nearest parallel 
roads to those down which the $$th were 
to march, I having given orders tp Co- 
fonel Dutf and Major Vandeleur com-* 
manding the two before-mentioned co- 
lumns of the 88th, to move slowly, but 
not to advaiKe beyond their outposts till 
the signal guns were fired. They were 
then to push rapidly on. and penetrate 
as far as possible to the river, or to pos^ 
themselves as far in advance as they 
could, taking possession of any church or 
large house or houses whkh they might 
be afterwards best able to maiot^tn and 
defend. Accompanied by LieutenanU 
colonel Stewart, the deputy A^utapt* 
gjenerai, on General Craufurd's e3q>edi:' 
tiou, and Captain Watson» of the ar- 
tillery, who had served in the capture 
of Monte Video, but was now oo the 
establishment of the Cape, both of wboi^ 
being, at that time, unemployed, had, 
volunteered their services with me o^ * 
landing, and to whose sealous and active 
assistance, together with that of Brigade* 
major Roache, 1 shall ever feel mjuX 
highly obliged, I proceeded in an oUiqiie . 
directk>n with the 36th, till I again came 
on the road which appeared to aie ^ 
lead directly into the town. I fOott 
after detached the left wing of the 36th, 
under the command of Captain Cross^ * 
still further to the lefl, to move in a ^ ' 
rectioo parallel to the rig^ht wing, on the 
first road be could turn mto that would 
enable him to do so, and with the samf 
orders I hadprevbusly nvento Lieu- 
tenant'CokHiel Duff and Major Vande- . 
leur. About this time the signal jguof 
were fired, and the day begaa to uawiu 
I can now speak only of the movemeots 
of the right wiiMT under JUeutenant-* 
colonel Bourne, wnich the necessity of 
ascertainmg the direction of the roads ^ 
Ka«l placeome with, i thea proceeded 
u rapidly as the extremely brokeu up . 
state of ^ roads woukl suffer us, an4 
soeii after our entering the street a partid 
^ of musketry o(n»a^eiRed ly^ us id 
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Hihut cMrectlons. We however suc- 
ceeded in pushing otir way to the last 
crow stteet connected with the river. 
The ptCK-axes which had been delivered 
to the columns proved useless in break- 
ing open the doors and windows, which 
are throughout this town amazingly 
ftrong and heavy ; but, by the united 
efforts of the soldiery, we at length 
forced an entrance into sojne few houses 
parallel with and nearest to the river, 
Une of these houses was large and high^ 
and situated between the last street and 
the beach, and in this I directed the co- 
lours of the d6lh to be planted as^ sigr 
nal suid encouragement to the other co- 
jumns of the bngade, and also to such 
Other parties of 3ie army as might ob- 
serve it. The cross street, in the rear 
of my position, was now enfiladed by two 
jnn$ from that part of the square im- 
mediately under the fort, as also by 
three guns in the fort itself. The fire of 
$9me of these guns was generally direct- 
fd with great precision and effect against 
the fairge Kouse before-mentioned, and 
a constant and heavy fire of musketry 
was poured upon • us, without our being 
scarcely able \o discover the directions 
from waich ft came, so completely did 
the parapets conceal the assailants. We 
werie thuji situ^teil for some time, till at 
length six men of the 8Wh, and some 
sn^adiers of the 36th, who had, nwjde 
flieir way over the tops of some houses 
tlit intehrened between us and a po- 
«tion from which they were obliged to 
retire, arrived, and reported that ^almost 
Hit whole of the $$th were taken pri- 
soners. This hitdhgence was soon after 
confinned by Colonel Egglio, a l^panish 
^cer, who came to me with a flag of 
truce, and affirmed that above 1000 of 
our men were- already prisoners, and 
pn^Qsed to me to surrender. This I 
perei^ptQ^ rrfused, and almpst imme- 
Qiatdy after it was reported to me that 
two ^am we^ advancmg along th^ 
beSMJb> no doubt, for the purpose of tak- 
ing us in front. My anxiety was now 
very great to ascertain th^ sijU»tion of 
Sir Annuel Auctonty, whom t had ex? 
^pted to be on my left, and Captain 
W^ktson oi^red to endeafour tafiiw Iris 
sftuation ^r me. All opposition to the 
«n«ny had 1^ i^ tim« ceased on the 
part of fl» Wb^'toi^ tx9 Hi )i9^ 



artillery and musketiy ifras dfrecfed 
against the ^6th. An attetnpl'^raB alsif 
now made to bHng forward two aam 
into the very street, down wbicl I had 
' marched, and at the end of which I trtnt 
stood. Though at some dkitamSe fVont 
me, this measure would hav<* coiUpleitely 
enfiladed my position in the rear, as the 
guns on the beach were intended to ddf 
in front. About this period I ordered up 
the left wing of the 36th, and n«r}y kC 
the same time Major King, of the Sth^ 
by good chance, a|>pcar^ with the left 
wmg of his regiment in my rearj at th^ 
further end of the street, and hi the veiT 
moment when tlie enemy had Assenih TO 
in great nmnbers, and were 'dn(g^bi|| 
forward the two cannon b efere- t nen* 
tioned ; but the gallant resistance he op^ 
posed to these, enabled' him to get po*- 
session of the euns for a dwtt time. I 
believe, indeed, that even bkA the oe^ 
cessity for sdf-defence urged us to inr 
before this period, the coute$twottklhti% 
been very unequal fiom ^ first, op- 
posed, as we werCi not only by a-^umei- 
rous artillery, but a shower of musketiy 
from every' direction. I now sent I9 
Lieu ten an^cok)ne^ Pavle, of fheSth, fei^ 
recommend his advancing lo tile «i^ 
port of the left wing of his regimetHL 
Two Spanish officers had agaificomeeilk 
to propose a surrender, but as their mni^ 
ners were rude and nncoiirtcoH*, I it^ 
commended them to retire without <*e* 
hy. Colonel Eg^io soon »ftcwiv^M| 
again appeared, and advanced towtanh 
me, with authority from General LiBfef% 
to require otnr unconditioRi^ surrQade^' 
within a quarter nf an hour, snd I mm 
again peremptory in my reftisai At 
the thne of these discussions a MtsA eeS*- 
sation Of firing had apparently, isktm, 
place in every other part o^the *owiiy 
from which circumstance I o^tidnded 
that the troops under General Cvftntknl 
were ei^er taken prisoners or hid been 
obliged to retire. Numbers ^ the 
enemy, during this. confeTC^oe*with the 
t^anish oncers, seemed intexlcated 
either with fkfior or their ^eces«, ^ 
perhaps with both, and frequently msibei 
forward with the design of talnRg pil* 
soners^ or of putting oitr mtut toc QWfti 
sion, but their temerity often proved 
fetal to tl^m, The guns' hod aha adk 
eanced from the beaeh, as4 v#»ce* 
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vered hy about 700 of tlie enemy. The 
^Uatit Lieutenant-colonel Bourne being 
informed of this, stated to me» that 
whatever might be our line of operation, 
tlieseguns must proveof very serious con- 
sequence to us. Of this I was myself 
but too well convinced, and he obtained 
jny peiTnission to push on, at the head 
of isome grenadiers, with some small de- 
tachments from the battalion companies, 
the number in all not exceeding fifty 
mt:*u 41 j^g drove the enemy 

alls of the fort, spiiced 
[ sought shelter under 
a garden-hedge, from 
f the eneniv, which 
1 the fort. 1 had, by 
intelligence that Ge- 
ts in possession of the 
id recommended my 
: beach to join him ou 
Retiro. I wrote an . 
of the Generars note 

^ssession of my post, 
1 Auchmuty support 

ever, never reached 
:wo o'clock; we had 
beed engaged in this unequal contest 
above SIX hours; our numbers were 
much reduced, men and ofiicers falling 
£ist ; precluded, in the first instance, by 
iM^r instructions to advance against the' 
Ibrt ; all our ammunition was expended, 
and I well knew that, ere lon^, I must 
be completely surrounded and over- 
powerea by superior numbers. Under 
Ibese circumstances I deemed it most 
conducive to the good of the service, 
instead of a longer, and certainly a 
fruitless, resistance, to fall back and 
reinforce Sir Samuel Auchmuty with 
the remains of the 5th and 86tb, then 
viiih me. I accordingly returned along 
the beach, though still exposed to the 
lieavy fire of grape and round shot from 
the fort, and with some additional loss I 
complet4>.d my purpose; between two 
iU>d three o'clock I joined, and put my- 
f elif, with the two regiments before-men- 
$oned, under the command of Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty. The conduct of these 
troops, with me, was above all praise, 
and I think it my dut)r to diem here to 
decUre that, visible as it must have been 
tfi eyery individual, early in tlie qontest. 



tliat we could have no prospect of sgc^ 
cess, not a murmur was to be heard, not 
even the appearance of a wish to retire. 
The behaviour of both officers and men 
evinced that degree of cool and intrepid 
determination, that steady patient perse- 
verance and prompt obeiience to orders 
that is the real test of true bravery and 
discipline. The remainder of this day. 
was occupied in making every exertion 
to strengthen the post we then held. 

Q.. After being thus separated from the 
left wing in th^ niornuig, how soon did 
you join again ? , 

A. I am not exactly certain, but I be^ 
lieve about 12 o'clock. 

Q. At what time of the day did it ap^ 
pear there was no prospect of'^success? 

A. I may decidedly answer as early as 
ten o'clock. 

Q. Having, with your columns, reach- 
ed the river, state what reason you had 
for thinking, at that time, that all chance 
of success was over ? 

A. The enemy were, firom the first, 
visibly and greatly superior to us m 
numbers; t^iey were protected from our 
fire, and we were exposed to theirs ; . they 
were also in possession- of a numerous 
artillery, and we had not a single gun 
among us. 

Examinedhy the Court. 

Q. Can you state, or nearly state, thi 
distance from White's house to the Re-- 
colita ? 

A. It is impossible to speak with pre- 
cision, as I never was at the Recolita; 
but it appeared to me, from the view, 
about two miles distant. 

Q. Can you tell the distance of 
White's house firom the Chuelo, and 
the nature of the country; is it woody, 
open, or enclosed? 

A. From the nearest point of the 
Chuelo I cannot say; from the Chioo^ 
pass, where we crossed, I can guess it to 
be about four miles. The coi^ntry was 
much inclosed from the first ascent of the 
heights. 

Q. Might not the road between 
White's house and the Chuelo have been 
so occupied by the British troops, and so 
broken up, as to render it sufficiently 
impassable, to prevent the bringing 1 
supply of provisioxis by that wa^ } 
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A. I should certainly conceive they 
might. 

Q. Having stated that the enemy 
were greatly superior in numbers^ do you 
mean supeiior to your own brigade only, 
or to the whole army ? 

A. I can only speak with certainty 
respecting my own brigade, I was so 
separated from the rest of the army. 
J can only speak from ihe numbers of 
of the enemy I saw in the streets, on the 
walls of the fort, aiul on the tops of the 
houses. 

Q. t^f what description were the troops 
opposed to your brigade ? Were they re- 
gular troops, or the anned population of 
the town? 

A. They were of every description, 
from the original Spaniard to the black 
slave; some were clothed in uniform, 
others not. 

Q. Were you consulted as to the 
treaty ? 

A. On the eighth of the month I was 
sent for by the Commander in Chief to 
be consulted upon certain points con- 
nected with the treaty. With respect 
to the treaty itself I did not conceive 
myself consulted. 

Q. What was the state of the troops 
after the feilure of the 5th of July ; was 
it such as might enable them to under^ 
take any further operations against 
Buenos Ay res? 

A. Tlie troops were then certainly 
badly clothed, and without either their 
blankets or tfreat coats. Though ihey 
were covered overhead they were still 
exposed to the night air, which was 
more than usually severe. My brigade, 
at that tune, had been four days without 
any meat, and had received but a very 
small portion of biscuit previous to and 
during these days. But, undoubtedly, a 
good meal or two, which we had then 
the prospect of obtaining, would have 
rendered them equal to any duty where 
there was no probability of a long march, 
or where difficulties were not likely to 
increase. 

Q. Did you, or did you not, conceive 
they were then equal to any further ope- 
rations against the town ? 

A~ For any duty that night, I do not 
say they were equal ; but subsequently 
coticeive they were. 
Q. Do you conceive that the force 



force sent against Buenos Ayres was suf- 
ficient for its reduction if k had been 
properly managed ? 

A. I certainly do conceive it to have 
been hilly sufficient 

Lieutenant-colonel Thomas Bourne 
sxvom and examined. 

Q. Did you command the ri^t wing 
of the 36th regiment on the morning «f 
the attack upon Buenos Ayres ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. State what passed from the time 
you were detached from Brigadier-gene« 
ral Lumley until you rejoined him -at 
the Plaza del Toros? 

A. I ordered a party to chai-ire those 
guns already mentioned, having reported 
to General Lumley that they must be 
taken. This party not proceeding im- 
mediately, was owing to the captaui and 
subaltern of the grenadiers being wound- 
ed by a discharge from one of these 
guns. 1 do not recollect whether it was 
by the orders of General Lumley, but I 
went at the head of the grenadiers, with 
a few men from other detachments, and 
took tho largest of the guns, which I 
spiked myself. This was very near the 
citadel, close under the enemy. Im- 
mediately alter this, when their own 
people were out of the way, they com- 
n)enced a heavy fire of musketry and 
grape upon us. Tiiis induced me io 
take my mm under cover of tlie back of 
some houses, where the shot from the 
citadel could not reach us ; having re- 
mained in tliat situation some time, I 
was ordered to bring off my party and 
follow the 36th, which I could do by 
proceeding from the position I then held 
alone the strand. 1 then joine<lSir Sa- 
mue)f Auchiuuty at the Pla^ del Toros. 
This was all that pass. d. 

General Whitelocke cleclmed asking 
this witness any questions. 

Questioned by the Court. 

Q- Had the 36th been victualled oi^ 
the 4th July ? 

, A. On the 4th we had a gqad deal of 
skirmishing with the enemy in 'the 
suburbs ot Buenos Ayres, and were not 
relieved so soon. as we expected to have 
bcon ; in consequence of which we did 
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BOt reach our quarters till eleven' or 
twelve o'clock at night. The meat was 
ready tor the metr in thetr quarters, but 
liaving tonight tbeir fires and .to cook it^ 
it was reported to- nie that it was near 
two o'clock ill the morning before they 
had aoy thing to eat ; after which the 
usual quantity of wine was served to 
them. 
Q. What provisions had they on the ^ 

A. To the best of my recollection, 
when we joined General Auchmuty at 
the Plaza del I oros, they got some. 
• Q. State the Casualties of the 36th on 
the 5th. 

A. From what I first coulc learn, 
^ers were two officers and twenty -rfour 
tank and file killed. I afterwards found 
there were nine officers killed, three 
^inRioded, and sixty rank and file killed. 
It was afterwards ascertained there were 
« greet many more« 
• Q» Wlmt do you think was the 
•trength of the enemy protecting t^e 
^an« which you charged, and what was 
4he strength of the detachment with 
Mrhich you lock them ? 
- A. I cannot speak positively, but there 
tniglit have been three or four hundred 
of the enemy; my party amounted to 
#f^ men, or thereabouts J I do not think 
I had more. 



Lietdenant-Ctiland Mexander 
6Xvornand examined. 



Duff 



Q. Did you command the right wing 
of the 88th regiment on the morning oi' 
the attack? 
A. I did. 

Q. State. the operations of the wing 
under yotir command on that day ? 

A. I think it iK»cessary to state to the 
Court, that on the morning of the 5t]i 
I conceived myself so weak, that 1 did 
not think I could attain my point. The 
regiment under my command might, 
indeed, he called a mere detachment. 
I sent, therefore, to head (juartefs to 
/re(jue.>t that two or three of the compa- 
nies that were there might be sent to 
strengthen me. 7'hey were sent ac- 
cordingly, but, to my utter' astonish- 
ment, just as I was moving off, I fotmd 
that these companies were without flints! 
Observing this, 1 interrogated Major 



IroHmoiiger, who bad the conf maud of 
these companies, aiwl directed him t» 
^ve me some reason ^ their appearing 
in this manner. He intimated to me 
that Gen. Gower had directed him to 
take the flints out. I immediately or- 
dered him to get flints from such other 
companies ?& could spare them ; but, I 
am sorry to say, the whole of them coukl 
not be provided, and Major Vandeleur, 
who commanded the left wing of the re- 
giment, reported to me tbattwomen 
actually fell in the streets in the act of 
putting in their flints. We advanced to 
the attack; but it may be necessary 
for me to state, that I had so bad au 
opinion of it in my O'^n mind, that I left 
my colours at head quarters lest they 
shoukl be taken. According to tli 
spirit of the order of assault which I had 
received, I advanced my battalion in 
two wings, tech consisltiig of about tpro 
hundred and twenty-five 'rank and file, 
i directed Major Vaiide leur ' to lead hb 
wing to the spot that CS^nersl Laml^ 
ordered me to penetrate to, as near to 
tl>e principal advance of the enemy « 
he possibly eould. After giving him 
these orders, I led my oU'n wing to a 
church whkh 1 had been dirked by 
General Ltimley to take poAsession of. I 
met neither opposition , nor sustain^ $U)y 
fire till I entered by the gate-way of tfcle 
church, when the enemy conraieoced a 
tremendous fh^ of musketry from -the 
opposite house. Having lost neviy 
thitly men in this gateway, and findittg 
the impracticability of breaking open 
the chuhrh-door with the instrumeots 
that were given me, I deemed it prudent 
to leave this situation, and to penetrate 
further into the town, in the hope 6f 
gaining a more advantageous positioa. 
On leaving tliis gateway, we were as- 
sailed by a continual fire;' but we pushed 
tKrough the street till 1 concluded- that 
we were near the citadel. Fimfiig I 
had lost so many men in tlM? sirtets ; 
m V four grenadier ofHc^rs being wound- 
eel ; the m^jor, the adjutant, and atssitt- 
ant surgeon, being killed, and hatving 
lost, in killed and wounded, Ircttii eighty 
to one hundred rank and file otit «t'jQy 
small colunm, I defiled my left, and 
took possession of three houses. Oo 
the tops of two of these houses I formed 
my mci^ agreeably to the spirit of the 
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erdere I bad feoeiTe^l. lUvmg mainr 
(jMR^ this pofij^ou about ibar licHirsj 
liadingl coMtiiHif 4 1^ ^(>^ a cuusLder; 
aWe number <rfipy nwii, two more of 

S^ ^fiicers being woiiiiUB<i| the eiwMAy 
m^ 01) ipe frpin ali directiuus, aiKi 
hiSJHiOg no iire on \\ny left, which uiadM 
uie cQuclml/c that Hie lett must have re» 
tiierl» aod i couM li^ve no cimnce of re- 
ceivmg their support, I abiiembled the 
officesrt, and tajiiiiig tlieir opinion op the 
sal^t, I deemed it mo»t prudent to 
IGc^pt the enemy *8 terms ot surrendi'f 
€A the proviso that we should be treated 
m we ought to be. On being marched 
prisoners into the citadel^ I rejoiced to 
tiod I had adopted a measure wiikh 
med the lives ot my remaining men« ai 
I then discovered tliat ( was surrounded 
oa all sides by at least Uiree or iour 
tbousand of tiie inhabitants, troops, and 
^rioed people. On entering the citadel 
Ikmkd that Mi^or Vandeieur hadaisp 
b^ea obliged to aurretider ^bout iialf ap 
hour before nie, as far as I can recollect ; 
hutofthewtfole of this small detachment 
<for I canfcarcely call it aTOgiip^nt) I 
lost about ^20. rank and file, and seven* 
teen of!icers in killed and wounded. 

Q. At lirhat hour, as w^H as you can 
recollect, did you surrender ? 

A* Alx>ut ten minutes before twelve 
'O'ckHj^. 

Q. Fconi the period of yotir marching 
toihe attack^ til! the time of the hurren- 
4fir,did you, or did you not, receive any 
orders from, or communicate m auy way 
with. General Wl)itek)cke } 

A* I did not; and in my mind it would 
have been liMrdly poaaibUi for any onicei- 
to have communicated with me, as 1 was 
M every way hemmed m. Any olllcer 
iuuHt, 1 think, have been killed in the 
attempt. 

Sir Jolm Moon. — At that r^tf oo 
officer couUi r^eive orders during any 
action. 

Q, If you had had the means of re- 
porUiig your situation to General While- 
-Loke previous to your surrender, (should 
YOU have known, from any onders you 
hkd riic^ved, where he was to baye 
been found Al>at day? 

A. No ; but 1 conceive I shoidd have 
tent to him to the Miserare, accovding 
toiU'Y owtiMea. 



CroMs-exaviiT^d bt/ Ueutcnmi'gcnerul 

Q. Should you not have reported, at 
matter of cinirse, to head quarters, if you 
could not have reported to AourBrlga- 
dier-gen«ral? 

A. Certainly. 

Examined bij the Court. 

Q. What had been done with the flintt 
which were taken out at head quarters; 
were they not put by in the pouches, 
and hud not the men also spare llints? . 

A. If they I>ad obeyed my orders 
they ought to have had spare flints. I 
caiuiot say wliat was done with these 
flints. 

Q. State when the flbits were taken 
out,^ and v^hether you know if General 
Whitelockc liad atty knowledge of it^ 
. A. Major Ironmonger stated to m^ 
that when the company were about to 
march from head quarters, General 
Cower directed hun to take out the flints 
of the two companies on the morning of 
the assault; but I cannot say, tliat it was 
done by the direction of General Whit^ 
locke. i sliould rather think not. 

Q. You said that you would have re- 
ported, of course, to head quarters, if 
you were not enabled to have reported 
to your own brigadi^r-genefaf. Do 
you then suppose that when an army it 
advancc*d itlio action the Commander m 
Chief is always to be fbimd in the rear 
or at he^ul quartern? 

A. My reason ibr reporting to head 
quarters must have l>een. because I had 
left one company posted there; from 
which circumstance 1 concluded that the 
Lieujtenaut-general wa^i to be found 
there. 

M(yor Richard Vanddeur s'^orn and 
examiiud* 

, Q. Did you connnand the left wing . 
of the 88th regiment on the day ot U^ 
attack ? 

A, Yes, I did. 

Q. State the operations of that wing 
from the period ot yoiu* st^paration from 
the right, until the time )ou were com* 
pelled to surrender, 

A. About five o'clock on the morning 
9l the^th^ ii^Mte^mt-vqJciijw.^ pMff^e^ 
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shred mc to move the three companies, 
which then formed one half of the regi- 
ment, to General Lumlcy's house, which 
was about one hupdred yards distant 
from the regiment, and to report my 
arrival and the column being under 
arms ; which order I executed shortly 
2tfter,when another company joined me. 
In about half an hour afterwards General 
Lumley desired me to move in front as 
fer as the advance "post, and there to 
'wait until the signal guns were fired* 
•I asked him if he had any particular 
orders to give me: he asked me if I 
had read the detail already given ; 
which was that 1 was to penetrate 
through the street to the water's edge, or 
at lea^t as far as I might be able, and 
there to lodge myself to the best advaur 
ta^e, but particularly to allow no firing. 
I requested him to give me som^ m- 
•formation relative to the mode of de- 
; fence of the enemy, or what opposition 
I was likely to meet. He replied that 
he knew no more than I did, but that it 
was particularly necessary I should if 
possible gain the bottom of the street. 
Adjourned until to-morrow; 



TWENTY-SECOND DAY. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment. General Cuyler, one of 
the members of the court, was excused 
from further attendance on account of 
indisposition. 

The Judge, Advocate informed -the 
Court, that Brigadier-General Lumley 
was in attendance, and hoped their per- 
iriission to amend an error in his state- 
ment of the preceding day. 

Brigadier-General Lumley was ac- 
cordingly admitted, and proceieded to 
state the following. 

In my evidence of yesterday, -I com- 
mitted an error which I was not theii 
aware of; buj: I beg leave to obsene^, it 
is by no means my wish to make the si- 
tuation of my brigade appear more dis- 
tJ'cssing than it really was. In my repl^ 



to a question of the Comt, 1 stated that 
my brigade had been almost four days 
without meals. As ^ as relates to the 
88th regiment this stat^^nent was, I be- 
lieve, perfectly correct. I also knwr, 
that as late as eight or nine oVlOck on 
the night of the 4th, the 36th had act 
any meat that day, nor the two preced- 
ing days, as they had been detained at 
the outposts much beyond the expected 
time. Some time after, the 38th had 
been sent from thence to their cairton- 
ments ; I was not aware of what I bow 
believe to have been the case, that that 
regiment bad cooked provisioqs durmg 
the night. On my arrival at the Retito, 
I no longer commanded any particebr 
brigade, as I was specially ordered by 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty to take the super-» 
intendance of the outj)osts, assisted by 
the officer of the day : a duty of such 
serious importance as required my utmost 
vigilance. After that tin>e. Sir Sanniel 
Auchmuty himself gave directions ^ 
provisioning the troops. 

Major Fandeleur called alui further 
examined, 

Jttd^e Adeocaie,— Proceed in Vour 
narrative from your detail of yc^eraay. 

A. On the arrival of the column at the 
advance post, I divided it into sections 
with seven file in front, being the utmost 
space tliey coidd then occupy. I dired* 
ed Captain Cheswel I to take the com- 
mand-of the rear section, and act accord- 
ing to circumstances- Abont half past 
six o'clock, one of our drs^oons came to 
me with orders from Gaieral Lumley 
to move down the street directly in our 
front I ordered the column to advance^ 
and on proceeding a little .way down the 
street, I saw two of the enemy^s vedettes. 
As I approached, they retired dovfnv the 
$treet, occasionally looking up, as tf 
speaking to people in the windows and 
tops of the houses ; atid ofi my arrival 
about one-third down the street, a ire 
was opened U)K)n tpe from botti «tap 
tions. I immediately ordered the co- 
lumn to advance in cfouble quick tkae, 
which was peremptoriii^ executed, and 
aliswered by tlio men in cheering. As 
we advaficecl through the streets,, we stti 
continued to be assailed from the l\oii9ei 
pn both sid^s with musketry, h^ad m^ 
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nades, brick-bats, and all sorts ofcom- 
bu^ibles. Wlieii we arrived at the large 
square,^ we found a breast^vork h^ 
been thiown i^ directly across, com- 
posed of bags c^ hides £lled with earth. 
We ascendcndi this bceast*work, and de- 
•cended on^the other side into a ditch 
about six feet deep and twelve feet wide, 
iikevdse cut entirely across the street ; 
but out of this I hurried the men as fast 
aspofinble, the four corner hou^s being 
occupied by the ^lemv, and it being 
flanked with cannon in the grand squara 
On getting out^ of this ditch, I found the 
street terminated in a< gentle descent 
down to the river, and ran in front of th^ 
western ^ face erf the citadel, whence 
the enemy instantly commenced a fire 
on me. With tiie assistance of some 
men, I now endeavoured to force my 
entrance into the ri^it comer houses at 
the. bottom, and with the butt end of 
their firelocks they with difiicuky suc- 
ceeded in breaking the door, which on 
being opened admitted us into a small 
square, consisting of four small habita- 
tion$ of one room ^ach. I also directed 
the house at the opposite side to be broken 
open ; and being excessively galled by 
the iire, I ordered the men to shelter 
themselves as yrell as they could, and 
held out to them the encouragement 
that we should soon be supported. I 
endeavoured to get men on the roof of 
the first house to the right of the street 
which he occupied. There was a para- 
pet wall built round the top of it, but I 
focn found it wholly inopracticabl^ to oc- 
cupy the position on the other side ; 
the parapet was possessed by the enemy, 
jund eyi^y man that attempted to gain 
fhe roof was knocked down. Some of 
our men had got possession of the oppo- 
site house on tlie left of the street, but it 
being higher than that I occupied* it was 
<sxposed to tlie fire from the citadel, 
which sooii obliged them to retire. Tlie 
enemy then brought down a field-piece 
finoua tlie g^rand square to the ditch, »nd 
^ome of our inen, who lay conceal^ 
there, ^ring on them, they inmiecliately 
abandc»iedthe gun, but quickly returned 
and fired it. Our men i^roing the fire 
they a^tn retreated, and I was informed 
by Captain Cbeswell, who was in the 
mc\ that they had left three killed. 
By ii^ t^gie I hsjd occupied seune bouses 



on the right, but two of them being en- 
tirely invested by the' enemy, I was ob» 
liged to collect all the wounded and 
other men into one place. We main- 
tained our position tiil about a quarter 
past eleven o'clock, when I tliought it 
best te consult with the oiBcers on what 
ought to be done. There was no ap- 
pearance of any of our own forces-; 
no firing was heard,* but thatdhected 
against usi we had but few noen left, 
and a retreat appeared wholly impracti- 
cable; ofhcers and men were lying 
about wounded: and I thought, sur» 
ivHinded by these circumstances, it 
would he a breach of hunianity to hold 
out longer. We therefore agreed to 
enter into a parley with the enemy, and 
I directed a white handkerchief to be 
held up. A Spanish officer innnediately 
jiunped up from behind the parapet of a 
housetop, and.it was interpreted to him 
by Captain Carrol that we were wilUng 
to surrender on terms. He immedi- 
ately asked what terms, to which I re- 
plied, that we only recfiiired quarters to 
take care of the wounded. He imme- 
diately put his hand on his breast, and 
replied that they were Spaniards, and 
always treated their prisoners with huma- 
nity. Upon these terms we agreed, 
and I surrendered my sword: itpon 
which an immense number of the ene-* 
my appeared on the tops of the houses 
where they had lain concealed. They 
received the arms of the men, after 
which the officers were conducted to the 
citadel, and the men to separate 
prisons. 

Brigadier-General Crai{furd again 
caUed afid examined, 

Q. Continue your narrative from the 
period at which it was broken off on tlie 
close of the 4th July to the time of your 
surrender. 

A. Tlie written disposition I received" 
of the attack on the town directed me 
that my brigade should enter it on the 
right, and move to the centre in two 
columns. The left column to consist of 
five companies of the light battalion, and 
ibur of the 95th, ms^ing about 600 rank 
and file ; . Hie right column to consist of 
four companies of each, making about 
S40 rank and fik: the leit cotumu to 
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c^Mvedrders &tin Iieiit€»fint*cobBel 
Pack, tlie right from myself. We were 
greeted to penetrate, if possible, «|tiue 
(town to the river,, ai^ there to occupy 
W&y €/i the high plaoes as near as poasi* 
Ue^ to the ceotre of the town. The 
lidgade- being fomed earl^ in the morn* 
ipg, i in the two roads which had been 
lippointe^ the two columns to enter, 
|he montt^t the signal ^in was fired, I 
liegan to advance with the cohiaan under 
my command ; toppostug the enemy, 
as had been i:eport<»on the 4th, to have 
concentrated their principal &>rces in a 

rsitiofi forming a sqiEX|e, having withtn 
the market ^ace, and on the. eastern 
aide>^he ibrt; As we entered the town 
«n o^r right of this poBition, the left 
cohimn of my brigade, linear Liewtenantr 
cekm^ Pack, was of course the nearest 
to thesiouthem face (d the enemy, and 
cameiirst into action. I with the right 
coliunn passed (juite through the town, 
and arrived at the beach without meet^ 
jng aiK}' obstacle, or seeing any thing btit 
«tmaU straggling parties of the enemy. 
When 1 arrived on the beach, I saw the 
•«outl>east bastion of the fort at the dit- 
:taoce of about 450 yards; and being of 
-opfnioti, that by remaining where 1 then 
'was, I should not have followed tJie ob- 
ject of tbc di?po9iti<w|i, 1 determined to 
fidvance on the fort, as I knew tb^ 45th 
i^ere directed by the written disposition 
to enter the town by the two streets di- 
rectly on my right. That regiment was 
'iiot pbced under my orders j the dispo- 
fftitk^n did not staie. tliat it \Ntaslo go to the 
Resideiicia, nor had I been mformed 
iliat Colonel Guard had received any 
#<*ders to that efltct. I supposed^ there- 
fore, that the 45th, at the time I had de- 
termined to advance along the beach 
lowank the fort, was at that time close 
•011 my right* 1 sent my Brigade-major, 
Campbell, to order Colonel Guard to 
advance in the same direction with the 
4Mli- regiwent, by the street that was 
jitfarest and parallel to the. beach. I 
had not gone fsii^when 1 met Lieutenant- 
co^oirM Pack, who had already made a 
Very vigorous but unsucc^essfiil attempt, 
. f penetrate through the enero/s prin- 
cipal posiUon ; and from v^l^t Colonel 
Pack had seen, and from his general 
knowledge of the town, he was Vnduced 
46<ji300tuiaetKl me: to go to the j&e«^ 



dencia, which it rmn the extscme duit 

on the south side the town* Ity^a thea 
between sevim and eight o'eWck in the 
morning; and although i had the greal« 
est possible con^dence tn CoionelPafili 
as an officer, 1 did not tlnok 1 shonl^ 
have been justified in retreakbig aft thai 
early hour to the Residencia, though «l 
that time I certainly oould have eiecttd 
it without any dtibcully -or Iws whal* 
ever. This cOnversattmi paasetl dose hjt 
the convent ofSt. Domingo^ aaCqloael 
Pack ascertained il to lOie to bo ; and I 
obseisved to h'uii it was one of the poiu 
it was intended I .thdttld occupy* At 
this tune Lie«ilenant«cokMiel <^ua#d joia» 
ed us with the grenadierconpaiiy ot the 
idth^ and i detenntned inmiediately te 
take poss^siot) of this post, and occupy it 
in, the hope that the suceess of aonle other 
attack mi^ etiable me to^ usance ilill 
^rther. In this I was coofinndd by 
^e opmton of. that brave but imfbrtu^ 
nate oiken Major '1 rotter ; buti httic 
thought, when 1 tbus^acted to thjC best «f 
«)y judgment iukI of my orders, that I 
shotkd have been abandoned wtdmut- ant 
etibrt being made (o conimutncate with 
n>e. I had beien directed to Ukt ceitaoi 
poijts, and there to watt lor further or- 
ders, and this> post* was one ci- thesL 
Immediately atter ue gained possesooii 
•of the building, whkh was very close ta 
the enemy's main position, a couflider^* 
able fire \¥as directed from tlMs sunound- 
ing houses against all those parts (tf, it 
fpom whidi we coukl annoy the -eiif- 
my, and tiie roof of it not being flat^ it 
was consequently much It-ss dttsadvao- 
tageous than the buildings of the tovfi 
generally were. Till twirfve o'ckxdt I 
had no reason to strppose that a»y coast- 
-derable disaster had beiiilien any part of 
our army, and when about that thne a 
Spanisli Meet with a tiag of tru^^ip- 
pioached the convent, l-flatterod myself 
that tbe other columns had eslabiisfaed 
then>8elves as near to the enemy's p«5ir 
tkni as I had ; that General Liniers had 
judged it e^tpedieflt, to icapitulate, and 
that it was for the purpose of cimimuttl- 
catxne siK'h inientian to the Coimnatider 
in Chief thuough me^ that be bod sent 
tills officer. When however be case 
into the courtyard of the Ksomrex^, he 
Informed me ihatthd 88th reftknenl, and 
.someic^ibef c»rps id^ic^ he^id mai spc^ 
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0^y iRieni tak<en prisoners ; Qat all our 
afti^ had fa'i|ed». at«d tUat he waft 
changed by Gener^ Limers to summon 
lae ta stirrender. Thi« I peremptorily 
refusecl^ find the oH^cer went away with^- 
out retnoostratice or any further conver- 
satioQ pa^siag. This eircuimtance, to* 
g^har with my having heen four hoiurs 
at thi« post^ without aay one conihig 
near for nay inibrmation or assistance, 
made nie think the situation not an ad* 
vWUleoae to remain ia. I therefewo 
it^ermined to avail niysdf of the first 
fevoitmble moaaent to extricate n^ysdf 
from it ;. conceiving the best time would 
be -when the enemy appfoached in great 
mimbers in Ithe streets, and we, bv mix- 
ing with them, might render less edfectual 
the Are kom the surrounding houses, 
which w«re now completely occupied. 
Between twelve and one o'cmck, a cen- 
«iderahle coioajn came into the street on 
the ^est side the of convent, appareiHiy 
with the design tdsciiea three pounder, 
which ):he narrowaess of tlie amtrance 
had prevented us bringing in. I immer 
diiitety ordered aU the riti« qm^s itom 
the dmmtqi stations in the biiikitiig, aod 
•ISO or<tered to be take^ <1'9«'« the coiouw 
of the 7 1st, which we had %md on our 
#r0lt i!]|traikae into the conr^nt, and liad 
dismayed on the top of it. While I was 
thus |>repariag to evacuate the post, the 
«oeniy were on the point of seiziit^ the 
^n, 4iit uFere attacked with such vigour 
and bravery by the grenadier company 
of 4he 45th, headed by Colonel Guard 
^Mnl a small :party of light infantry with 
Major Trotter, that they were compel 
Jed to 'give way. But ttie tire from the 
ixHises close to the convent was s^ 
hmce, that^about forty men of the 45th 
were killed or wounded in the course of 
*H?o or three rnhHrtes : Major Trotter 
was also killed : and tiading^tlie *iraposfti>- 
liiUty of ejecting any tiling, I ordered 
the remainder to retire back into the 
cotiveBt, whk^h we continued to defend 
tili about half past three o'clock. After 
the attempt to evacuate, which I have 
just described, I was fnlly conviiK^ 
we were unable to extricate ourj^eWes 
by any effort, and soon after this the 
firing ceased in all parts of the town, 
aad as none of our troops came near us, 
I coiMclttded of course th^ 4he attack 
had generally lailed. About half^iast 



three, o'clock, I assembled the^eid>oiSf 
qers. Colonel Pack, Colonel Gu^trd, aad 
Major Macieod, 'Mrho command^ thf 
detachment of the artillery corps. I tol4 
them« that in my opiakm to retreat wa» 
utterly unpoisible ; that it was coo^ 
pletely in the power ot the <enemy to aa^ 
nihilate the remainder oi the brigade, ai 
being then in the very heart of the town 
with only six hundred men. It appeared 
elear to me, that all the rest of the armjr 
bad been obliged to retreat, and in thes^r' 
circumstances, after waiting eight houii 
on the post i had been ordered to ixeUf 
py, in expectation of other orders which 
I had been taught to believe I should 
receive, I did not think that the sacrl- 
'fice of the reniAinder of the mei\, eouU 
either conduce to th.e honour of his M^^ 
jesty'g arms> or prove in any way advaw 
tageoui. I added, that though I mighl 
d^m myself justified in acting upon my 
own opinion only, yet I should do no- 
thing with the view of ending theactk^n, 
unless I had the entire coiKiirrence 
and sanction of all the deUd ofiioers I 
had named, they being the only personn 
ki the convent actit^ as such. Alter 
49atufe deliberation, Xieutenant^oloocl 
}^ack, and Colonel Guard did positively 
and un^uivQcally give it as their opt- 
i)ion, in concurrence with mine, tbat 
the situation was such as fully jui^tified 
me, and made it advisable that (should 
hold out a flag of tcuce for putting an end 
to the action on the belt terms I could 
obtain. Lieutenant-colonel HoUand, wlio 
was on the staff of the army, and was 
l>resent at this convei^atioo, was not 
consulted ; he being my brother-in- 
law, m^otives of ddicj^cy prevented my 
tisking his opinion. Wt>en I asked that 
of Major Macieod of the 95th, he seem' 
ed to hesita^ ; and as I concluded from 
this, tl>at he thought we could extricate 
ourselves, I said to him, " M^jor Mac- 
ieod, do you think we can get out of 
this place ? Akhough I do not think it, 
I will this moment place myself with you 
at the head of the column, and we will 
J>e the first to lead it out.*' The Major 
did not accept this proposal, but did con- 
cur With the otlier ft eld officers. A flag 
of truce was in consequence held out by 
us to the enemy, who on their part, in 
the course of the <layr several times ap- 
proached withllags of truce, but nierdiy 
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for the purpose of entJdng us out, and 
then tiring upon u;*. Our people after 
thre^uaturdUy tired on their Hags of truce, 
•o that U'was a considerable tifnie after 
VfC displayed ours that they took any 
notice of us. At length an officer Sp- 
ppoadied, with whom I had a conversa- 
tion in the presence of Colonel Pack, 
and, I believe of Colonel Guard ; and 
iSnding that no other terms could be ob- 
tained, I thought it better to surrender 
the renfainder of my brigade as prisoners 
of war. The number which surrendered! 
believe to have been about six hundied 
fahk and file. My division on enterine 
the town consisted of live hundred and 
lorty ; Colonel Guard brought with him 
about one hilndred, and the number of 
Colonel Pack's division which joined me 
was about seventy. The number of 
killed 4nd wounded I cannot exactly 
state, but of the latter we left about one 
hundred on the floor of the convent so 
severely wounded, that they were not 
able to be removed. In the afternoon 
of the 6th, General Grower came to Ge- 
neral Liniers* house, where I then was at 
dinner with the Spanish General. 1 had 
then no opportunity of saying a word to 
him thacwas not heard by every one at 
tlie table, but I after\vards went with 
him and General Liniers into the apart- 
ment of the latter, and before they en- 
tered upon business, 1 thought it my duty 
to take the Major-peneral aside, and 
tell him, that from what I had observed, 
I was quite convinced, that if the army 
attacked the town again in the same way 
they had done on the 5th, they would be 
completely defeated. Nothing more 
passed between us till some hours after 
he sentfor me to go into General Liniers^ 
room. The paper that detailed the 
articles of the convention was lying on 
the table, and persons were employed 
in copying it. The Major-general told 
me that General Liniej 8 was receiving 
frequent reports of great cruelties com- 
mitted by our soldiers, which kept Jiis 
people in ^ state of great irritation, and 
which might produce serious consequen- 
ces to the prisoners in their power. To 
this I replied, tJiat rbeli(!ved, and I do 
noAr believe, that as lon^ as that irrita- 
tion* was kept up by such reports, there 
was reasop to apprehentl the prisoners 
were npt safe. General Grower wrote 



out sm order on that subject, and askeck 
me if I would accompany General EMo 
to the Residencia^ for the puipose of 
delivering this order to the officer com- 
manding there, which L accordingly did. 
The irritation of the people was indeed 
very great, an4 so apparent, that one 
day when I -was walking through the 
Streets \Vith ancrfficer, one of them pre- 
sented a musket at me though the officer 
was beside me. I am however donvhi- 
ced that the Spanish officers had suffi- 
cient powei* over these people to keep 
thenrin subjection if the cause of that 
irritation was removed. 
\ Q. You stated that you reached the 
beach without any obstacle. Do you" 
ttiink that the co-operation of thenavj 
at that time would have beenr of consi- 
derable avail in securing the succe^ of 
the attack ? 

A. If the gun boats had been m very 
considerable number, and could have 
approached near enough to tire with 
ettect,their co-operation would undoubt- 
edly have been very great. 

Q. Did any gun boats approach the 
town after you were taken prisoner; 
and if they did, what eftecthad their fire 
on the town ? 

A. Two or three gun boats did fire 
on the town on the morning of the 6tfa: 
some of the shot struck General liniers^ 
house where I was, but the fire was toot 
sufficiently considerable to produce very 
material effect. 

Q. Was the co-operation of the ficct 
ever required, or did it enter into the 
plan of attack ? 

A. I do not know whether it was le^ 
quired, but certainly it did not enter into 
tiie plan of attack which was communi- 
cated to me. 

Q. Should you have adopted the 
measure you dicl if you had known thjt 
the Residencia was the specific object of 
attack of the 45th ? 

A. I should have thbught it my duty 
to occupy the post whicii I did dccupy ; 
but as in advancing through the town it 
was clear that the Residencia was tot^y 
out of the enemy's position, I shoulcl 
have taken upon myself to have pre* 
vented the 45th from going thither. 

Q. Had you any other guns bat ^ 
three-pounder you have mentioned a» 
attached to vour coUinia? . 
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A. Ati^hed to my column I bad 
hone; \rith Colonel Pack Uiere \^as an- 
other three-pounder. 

Q. Would not the operations of the 
troops under your command have been 
greatly a$sisted by JMrtillery ? 

A. I do not think that field pieces 
taken into the town in the manner we 
advanced would have occasioned any 
great difference in tiie result of our at- 
tack. I am, however, of opinion, that 
cantionading the town in diSecent points 
would have made a material difference ? 
Q.. From what you saw of the strength 
and nieans of the enemy on the 5tb, are 
you of opinion that the necessity for 
surrender would have been prevented 
had you received support from the rer 
serve under General WhltelpcMe or from 
Colonel Mahon, from which, from your 
knowledge of those corpi, either of them 
would have been able to give you had 
they been so inclined^^ 

A. The central reserve consisted, as I 
understood, of about one hundred men. 
If ^ part of this resetve had marched 
round tlie town to the Residencia, as I 
am convinced it might have done with- 
out any difficulty, and had it advanced 
from thence with the 45th, which appear- 
ed not to have been in action, I loave not 
the smallest doubt they would have ren- 
dered the operations still more easy. 

Q. At >vhat hour of the day did the 
advantages obtained by the enemy a.p- 
pear to ypurdccfeive ; so far as to prevent 
the possibility^ 6f yaur being extricated 
from the situa^tion in which you were, 
even if assisted by the co-operation of 
that part of the British troops which had 
riot been engaged in action r 

,.A. In my opinion the force abovcr 
mentioned, though sufficient to have 
extricated me, .might have found very 
considerable difficulty in doing so after 
air the other troops had been either 
taken or compelled to evacuate the 
town. About half past two o'clock, I am 
of opiniDx), that that force might not have 
been sufficient ot itself ; but if in addition 
to this. Colonel Mahon's corps,, which 
I understood consisted of about 2000 
men, could likewise have been brought 
up, the probability is that, they would 
have enabled us to defile out of the con* 
vent. 
Q» Had you any notice dqring the 



5th, what were the posts ojf retreat if 
retreat became necessary ; or whem 
Oeneral Whitelocke was to be fgynd *lur- 
ing that day ? 

A. No point, upo^n which in case of 
failure I was to retreat, was ever nanieii 
tome ; nor did I ever receive any infor- 
mation respecting the siti.iation iu wiiich 
theCpinmander in Chief wouid be found, 
further than that which I have already 
stated to have been communicated tp 
me in conversation by General Gower 
On the evening of the 4th. After leaving 
the ground on the morning of the 5th, I 
never saw any statf otlicers except those 
of my own brigade. 

Q. Was it communicated to you by 
General Gowerthat General Whitelocke 
had determined to remain stationary at 
head quarters durius the wijoie of the 
5th? 

A. General Gower told me, as I have 
already stated, that he should adviic 
the Commander in Chief to take his sta- 
tion on the morning at the place where 
I understood he remained the vlwie 
d^y, at the C^ral ; but I certa'mly di^I 
not understand that it was his inteutioA 
to remain there all day without any ex- 
ertion. 

Geneial Whit^loeke declined putting 
any questions to the witness^ 

fixammed by the CcmrL 

Q. Wh^n you arrived at the Resident 
cia in the afternoon of tlie 6th, in order 
tp make enf|uiries ajaout the report* 
mentioned by General LijHers, dicfyoa 
find tliere was any foundation fov these 
reports ? 

A. I was assured by Major Nicholl^ 
of the 45th> tiiat as far as related to his 
regiment there could be no fouhdatioa 
whatever for them.. 1 know certainly, 
that by a division of my, o\Tn brigade 
some women and children were found 
ipurdered in a boose, Ixife my firm .con- 
viction is,\ that tJ)e murders were com* 
mitted by a lawipss banditti which form- 
ed a part of the enemy's force, and I 
told the Spanish Gener^ so at the timf« 
he mentioned these reports to me. The 
Court will excuse this apparent inconsist- 
ency,wheQ I said that we had given cause 
for irritat'M^n ; b^t i mem the oonse* 
S 
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Suencfes of our being in the town c^sed 
lese reports. 

Q. Is the Court to understand that 
you had no authority over any other 
brigade than your own ; that you were 
brdered to penetrate through the town 
and take a position ; that having done so 
your order ceased, and you looked for 
nirther orders from some superior offi- 
cer who wa» charged with the superin- 
tendai>ce of all the attacks? 

Aj Certainly; and even my authority 
In my own brigade appeared in a certain 
degree limited in an unusual manner, in 
fts much as my own personal situation 
was pointed out in general orders, which 
also exprcissed that the left column of my 
brigade was to receive its orders from 
Colonel Pack ; and having penetrated 
through the town, I certainly felt myself 
bound in a degree to wait for orders. It 
also appeared to me very odd that the 
45th did not receive its orders from me, 
, I being the 0nly brigadier on the left 
iTing oftlie army. 

Q. From your knowledge of the 
country, and the means and strength of 
the enemy, are you of opinion that the 
-British force sent a^inst Buenos Ay res 
was or was not sufficient to accomplish 
its object? 

A. I am of opinion that it was fully 
sufficient- to take the town of Buenos 
Ayres, and that if after that event it had 
been foimd practicable to conciliate the 
inhabitants, we should haye* retained it 
with a reasonable degree of secu rity. 

Q. Was the 45th mentioned in the 
original plan as placed on the right of 
your brigade ? 

A. Ail that w^ said in the original 
disposition of tlie 43th was, " the 45th 
4to advance by wings left in front up the 
two next streets beyond the light bat- 
talion." 

Q, When did you understand that it 
was sent to the Residencia by verbal 
orders ? 

-A. It was after theMfcad of my column 
iad arrived at the beach. 

Q. Did or did not the plan of attack 
given you by General Gower differ from 
the one explained at head quateaion the 
4th? ^^' 

A. On the mnming of the 4lh I re- 
ceived two irritten dispositicms, the last 
•f which was acted upon, and was m 



some particulars different frofe tlje fuit 
The hour of attack was not the same, 
and the order to penetrate the town was 
more peremptor}'. 

Q. Can you tell what was the object 
to be obtained by penetrating through 
the streets to the beach, when they could 
without any difficulty have reached that 
point by marching round the town ? 

A. r conclude the object must have 
been to engage with the principal part 
of the enemy's force, which by marching 
round the town we should not have come 
in contact with. I be^ the Court to 
understand, that I am giving an opinion 
only on the propriety of the measure. I 
can only guess at the intentions or views 
of the Commander in Chief. 

Adjourned until to-morrow. 



TWENTY-THIRD DAY. 

SATUiR.DAY, FEBRUARY 27. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- | 
J0u rnm ent, Brigadier-general Craufiird 
was again called and examined. A 
question of the examination of the 
preceding day was repeated to him. 

Q, Did or did not the plan, of attack 
given you by General Gower differ froa 
the one explained at head quarters oo g 
the 4th? 1 

A. I have both orders in my hand, and 
will read them if the Court wish it. AVhile 
at head quarters on the forenoon of the 
4th, I received two ^dispositions for the 
attack. I do not know that either of 
them was given- me by General Gower, 
but that which I received last, #Bd 
which was the one acted upon, diffei^ja 
something from the former. The fiiw 
received in an official letter from Coloft 
Torrens, the Inilitaiy secret^ ; tp 
second ^I received officially '^'hetd 
quarters', and believe to be- in the* ham 
writinjg off General Cower. The iirst 
order contained sbme particulars > with 
respect, to my brigade whicii were ds|ft-l 
ted in the last ; but which, not cff^Si' 
dieting the tenor of the former,^! of 
course considered I ought to observe, 

Q. Were the first orders circular ? 

A* I did receive them in an oSk^ 
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Mter-ftom General Whitelocke^ and 
the circumstance of my having that let- 
ter in my pocket when I was taken pri- 
soner was, I have reason to believe, of 
material service; the Spanish olBcers 
having taken up an opinion before 1 
DTocluced it, that the orders of General 
Whitelocke had been to give no quarter. 
On my shewing this letter to General 
Uniers and General Balbiani,it appeared 
to convhice them that General White- 
locke was anxious to prevent unnecessary 
etfusion of blqod, and particularly to 
prevent any acts of violence against per- 
sons not carrying arms. 

Q. WUen you reached the beach, and 
would have assailed the fort and titadel, 
had you means adequate to the task, or 
did you entertain any doubt of their 
attainment being tlie main and ultimate 
object of attack? 

A. Having no orders, } certainly did 
not think it was expected of me that I 
should get into the fort ; but had I seen 
any possibility oi doing so, I should have 
thought it my duty. The ultimate ob- 
JQct of attack 1 conceived to be the whole 
of the town. 

Q. Is it your opinion that the surren- 
der of the town would have been the 
natural consequence of the fort and 
citadel being carried? 

A. That must hav^ depended on cir- 
cumstances. The fort is smill and was 
completely commanded. Had any 
small column attacked with advantage, 
and thrown the enemy mto a state of 
confusion, it might have been taken; 
but if otherwise, 1 think it is very proba- 
ble the column mig^t have found tlie 
same ^te which I did in the convent of St. 
Domingo; I mean, if«it had not been 
supported* 

Q. Do you believe that any advan* 
tage might have accrued from the troops 
beiog ordered to.ldad iu the commence** 
meut otitbe attack ? 

A., tatey opinion it would have been 
better jH^y bad loaded. 

Q. |fe you sufOiciently acquainted 
with the environs of Buenos Ayr«8 to 
fQmipn opinion whether tlie force under 
Gfeoj^al Whitelocke when entire, could 
hav^, been so disposed a& to cut off aU 
sullies from the town ? 

: A- • i am not snfliciently acquainted 
idUai the eaviron? fx9m any actual r^ 



connoitring to enable me to speak posi- 
tively on that point; but I am inclined 
to think, tliat, considering the inaljility of 
the enemy, from the nature of their 
troops, to meet us in the open field, we 
might with safety have taken such posi* 
tions as would have rendered it diflicult 
for the town to have received the neces- 
sary supplies froni the country ; but had 
the enemy's troops been of a different 
de$cription,it would have been out of the 
question. 

Q. From your observations, do you 
think that a communication could have 
been established with the iieet, and. a 
situation chosen, from which the effect 
of batteries might have been tried ? 

A. If tl)e army iiad taken a position 
on the north side of the town embracing 
the side of the Toros, we might have 
communicated with the fleet, and have 
tried with advantage the ell'ects oi cau^ . 
nonadingand bombarding the town. 

Q. Was the station of the Spanish 
troops on the tops of tlie houses on the 
5th such as could have afforded them 
protection from shot, and shells of grapes 
and carronades of a heavy nature? 

A. I certainly think that a cannonade 
from the (heights, with heavy batteries oil 
the Toros, must have had considerable 
effect in preparing the way for an as- 
sault. The nouses are not such as to 
resist either shells or shot, though tliere 
is so very little wood used in their con- 
struction as to render them not easily set 
on fire. The fort itself had no para|)et, 
and several of the principal houses, trom 
the tops of which the enemy tired with 
effect against oar troops approaching the 
fort, we^e entirely open to the hre of the 
gun-boats, and such other vessels as the 
depth of water would permit to get near 
the town. 

Q. Are you, or are you not, aware of 
any pressureofcircumstances which ren- 
dered it unavoidably necessary to pro- 
ceed to action on the morning of the 5th? 

A I am of opinion that it was advise- 
able to cliapge our position, and to at- 
tack the heights of the Toros; but cer- 
tainly there was no circumstance known 
to me that rendered it necessary to ai- 
sault the town on that day. 

Q. Had you, or had you not, any 
sort of intimation or knowlecke of Uie 
pUnor disposition which tbe Conmaih 
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tier 10 Chief 4«ul it in contcmplatkm to 
make Mrhen- the several columns should 
' atrive at their respective destiuattons on 
the 5th July? 

A. r had not^ I expected that some 
^H4>erior officer would then arrive to 
luake a further disposition. And here I' 
wish to make some alteration in my Evi- 
dence of yesterday, Vvhere I stated a 
conversation %vith IvUjor Macleod. I 
vfish to correct that part of my slate- 
iiit nt vliere I said that Major Klacleod 
ditl not accept the proposal of heading 
\vith me th^ brigade. I wish to add, 
jthat tliough I repeatedly n>ade the pro- 
posal, lje did not give the slightest hint 
that he thought the attempt ought to be 
made. lie seemed rather unwilting to 
take upon himself the responsibility of ■ 
givinir an opinion, which. I apprized him 
I should call on him officially to repeat : 
|)ttt from all that passe<l between him atul 
'me in the presence of Lieutetiant-colonel 
Pock, Deutenant Guard, and Lieut. - 
cdohel Holland, they and I felt con- 
vinced iivski his opinion concurred with 
purs. After the attempt to effiect a re- 
treat from the convent, I ordered the 
rifienien to resume tlieir posts : though 
I < know that an infamous publication 
states that 1 did not allow them to re^ 
sume their posts. I have also said in 
another part of my evidence, that the 
gun was of no use ; but allow me to add» 
in stating it was of no use, that the officer 
wlio commanded, and theartiUery men> 
behaved with the greatest spirit and 
bravery, and made every possibk t;ffort 
to render it e0ective. 

LutitenajU^olonel Pa^k ^d^worn and 
examined. 

Q. Did you command the left wing 
of the light-brigade 111 the attack of the 
morning of the 54b July ? 

A. I did. ^ 

Q. State the operations of that wing 
from tiie tim^ ot your separating -from 
jGtneral Craufurd t^ die time of your 
junction with him at Buenos Ayres. 

A. I |MM>ceed«'d into the town c/f 
J5tieno$ Aytes by the road pointed ^ut 
in orders. The first renMirkable cir^ 
comstaiic^ thait attracted my noticii was 
flw extraordinary silence of the t^wn, 
only JnUfvupted by few-nmd(to 9km 



fired frmnia cUstance at 4be coMin ts 
we passed^ Some intelligent men ofthe 
advance corps heard the sound of vokei 
in several i^. the houses a$ we pasted, 
and prudence would have dictated to me 
tlie necessity of havkig them separately 
examined as we went alop^, but thinking 
that' such an operation militated against 
the orders I had received, I jud^d it 
my duty to i>ress forward. 1 did so, 
aiid without opposition, except from 
some shot fired from a window leadii^ 
down to the great square, by tlie bottom 
of which I passed, till I came in 
full view of the river Plata.' Here I 
halted the head of the column to allow it 
to close up, and bearing firing to my 
left, and seeing nothing of the ta^Af m 
my front, or any post ta occupy tnerei 
I conferred with Lieatenftnt-ootoRel O- 
dcNgan, who agreed with me on the pro- 
priety of taking ground to the left) and 
commenoing an attack, supposing that 
the e^emy must be there. The jus^ 
expiring lamps appravd as ji disposed ti 
assist the besiegec in case of a night at- 
tack, anfd every cuvmrnsttoce fi«elBQd to 
unite in aiding the preparation for in- 
tended resistance. The tken strength 
of my column, as nearly as { ca» state, 
was about six hundred rank ond^lei I 
directed Lieutenant-colonel Cado^n to 
lead the rear hal^ of the division m ad- 
vance in a street parallel with nae. I 
was certakily under apprehenskxis that 
we were unprovided with means to overr 
cqme the delMices of the place, and £ 
was soon convinced that I bad entered 
on a contest the most unequal perhaM 
that was ever fought: for I ha4 scarcely 
approached under the Franciseab church 
when I k>st, by the almost invisible fke 
of the enemy (and who werecortainW 
by us unassait^le) the officer, and si^ 
most' the whole of the men who com^ 
posed the first division, and who were 
volunteers from di£f^rent companies; 
the offie€^r and nearly half the men of 
the next company, and so on in propor- 
tion of the othet's which composed my 
diviskm. Finding- it (bus impracticahK 
to pe<letraf»to the objects of attack, 
whiich I conceived to be the square and 
the fort, or «0' gain any advantageous 
position in thilt neigbbouimody I thougfal 
It Tight t(^desi^, and enqiHred ^e< siii- 
ce8» of tht djfvisioa^ which bad 4B0v«I 
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diMtt ()fee i^raflei on my left. With this 
Intention I withdrew tjie remains of my 
nten to the ttoss sti-eet from which we 
had advanced, and which in a great de- 
gree protected us from the fire to which 
.we had been exposed. I Iiad scarcely 
effected this when I learned the failure 
of the other column also : for on going 
into thc?^ street, I found the men retiring, 
and soon after met lieut.-col. Cadogan 
himself. He was excessively agitated, 
and emphatically assured me that he and 
all his men had done their duty, but that 
really they possessed not the means of 
succeeding. Every man and horse 
which accompanied the gtm attached to 
his column was either killed or wounded; 
and the ^un itself was lost. I could rea- 
dily- believe Lacut.-coh Cadogan's state- 
meat, and directing his men to form in 
the Une with mine, I went myself to re- 
coijnoitre the bottom of the building 
forming the square in which tlie Jesuits 
college is situated, but I found it impos- 
sible^ to get an entrance there. On my 
return to Lieutenant-colonel Cadogan, 
I iBthnated to him my intention of pro- 
ceeding to the Resfdeijcia. Some of 
the men had by this time forced open 
two hfoiises, but I conceived them to be 
of no consequence except in affording 
shelter to the wounded men. Colonel 
Ctidogan however deprecated the idea 
o/ giving up the ground we had gained 
with so much loss, as General Craufurd 
was ifiomentariiy expected up, and I 
thericfore allowed him to remain in the 
position the troops were then in, and 
crossing myself to fall in with General 
Craufti'rd, 1 met Colonel Guard with a 
division of the 45th, and from him I 
learned that the Residencia was already 
jri our possession. Almost immediately 
after, the head pf General Crapfurd^^s 
colQinn ap{>eared at the top of a narrow 
street leading to the bacfe Of the church 
St Domingo. I had ofteh Aientioned to 
General Craufurd the advantages of a 
position ajbove the Residencia; and 
afte# relating to him the misfortune? of 
this evening,! stated to hirn the imprac- 
ticability of ever coming to the defences 
of the enerny provided as we then were, 
and strongly pressed on hhn (he propriety 
of thert takjng post at tlie Residencia. 
He hesitated, and i siw an evident re- 
idctaaoe on his ^n and that of Major 



Trotter to retire. Hfe asked me iT Ihe 
building at the back of whicli we stood 
was not St. Domingo church ; I replied 
it wa% but that | did not think it an ad- 
vahtageous position to attack. He re- 
marked that it was in strict conformity to 
his orders to do so, aiid I rductantly 
assented. On entering tlve diurch, 
which We were unable to <k> <vith tfic 
three-pounder Geheral Crattftird hml 
brought with him, some parts of it w^e 
found to overlook the houses m6re thah 
I confess I thought it would. I'fte co- 
lours of the 71st were alsofomfd thtre, 
and I w.'is ^very glad we had enterit^d }t, 
satisfying myself, that thoi>gh t mi^ht ' 
have acti'd cojitrary. General Craufurd 
as an officer Irad acted T§ght. Cmfeir 
these dreunistanees Colonel Cadt^gan 
was alldfwed t« hold thb posiVwn wie hud 
got, and the remaindei* of the;^ li^eh 
near the convent wer* brought in. It 
was my intention, to hate gone i6 C^olo- 
nel Cadogan, but General Ciaufurd hi- 
sisted on my going to where Itie surgeon 
was, in consequence of my belh^ wound- 
ed. Every thing was at this iime per- 
fectly quiet, and we recited in a confident 
hope that a favourable opportunity 
would soon occur for our again renewing 
the action, or for advancing to the Fran- 
ciscan church, whith was a little in our 
front, antl a very desirable object to 
obtain. Between ele\en and twelve 
o'clocki a& nearly as I can recollect, it 
was reported, with other favouraMe' cir- 
cumstances, that tire colours of the fort 
had been hauled down, and I believe no 
one doubted that the ilag of truce which 
soon after ap|>eared was a surrender 
instead of a summons to our troops In 
availing tliemselves of a fiagof trUce the 
enemy had advanced their approaches • 
to us, and after General Craufurd had 
dismissed the flag of trutej they endea- 
voured to press forward on our gun. 
But of this I was not aware, tiH the'bustle 
of Col. Guard goipg out and retutning 
attracted my notice, \yhen I heard of the 
severe loss we had sustainetl. General 
Craufurd came in' immediately after ^ 
his eyes now seemed to be opened tie^ 
the situation we were in, and to dbubfe 
that things were so favourable as we had 
hoped ; and so satisfied Was f tlie^ that 
he would have thought of retiring, that 
I directed itft officer (I believe Major . 
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Maeirod) to hike care that our colours 
were coiitided to some trusty men. One 
of them had been placed at the top of 
the convent, and the direction I have 
mentio^^ed was the cause o^ its being • 
taken down. At thut moment General 
Craufiird seemed to doubt of the pro- 
priety of retiring. He asked me it ( 
should be able to accompany him, and 
still seemed to eiUertain some doubts 
, of his being waiTanted to evacuate hb 
post. The thing appeared to me a 
point of too much delicacy to press; 
and a hope of receiving ordei>, and a 
sense of duty, as it appeared to me, led 
Genera! Craufurd to postpone effecting 
a retreat till that moment, which, as 1 
conjecture, was between two and tliree 
d*ck)ck. It was tlien become a matter 
of coDsideratiou to communicate with 
the enemy : he seemed to think a retreat 
ifiipracticabley and I certainly thought 
inysetf it must be attended with very 
severe loss. In a little time afterwards 
be assembled ttie field ofHcers, and gave 
hisopiniou decidedly to the effect I liave 
xoeotioDed. On his so doing directly to 
myself, I said that in that case I thought 
a question arose as to what effect our. 
conduct couid have on the general ope- 
rations of the army ; and whether we 
were not placed in such a critical situa- 
tion as to make it necessary that we 
should sacrifice ourselves. Neither 
General Crauford, noi- those others 
present^ seemed to think there existed 
tfuch a necessity ; and I there assented to 
the judgment of Gen.Craufurd,an officer 
whom, though unfortunate, I must ever 
reelect and admire. And though I 
think \ owe it to him and myself to state 
distinctly, that in giving that assent he 
must be considered to have sanctioned 
that which afterwards took place ; I do 
not think that, however convinced he 
might be of tl^e propriety of such a mea- 
sure, he would have adopted it, unless 
conceiving he had the sanction of those 
with whom he acted. General Craufurd 
seemed ]x.*rfectly ready to sacrifice his 
own> {iie,, but thougHt he was called 
upon to interpose to save the lives of 
those under him. When tl>is discussion 
took' place, I certainly thought, if we 
were obliged to surrender, that we should 
liave had better terms ; and when even- 
i^^]y General Craufurd went put tp 



meet the Spanish officer, I was not pre- 
sent, nor aware of the circun>stances 
winch led him at that^noment to make 
the compromise he did. At the same 
time til at L mention this, I do not mean 
to insinuate, tliat 1 either would then or 
coivld witii propriety have withdrawn the 
sanction I had given. 

Q. You belonged to the former expe- 
dition under General Beresford ? 

A. Idid. 

Q. While you were at Buenos Ayrea 
witli General Beresford, had you the 
means of obtaining a local knowledge of 
the town and environs? 

A. 1 had — precisely of the town itself, 
and generally sjieaking of the environs. 

Q. Were you the senior oiHcer attach- 
ed to the exi>editiou under General 
W'hitelocke, that had been with the 
expedition umler General Beresk>rd ? 

A. 1 was. 

Q. Being the senior officer who had. 
belonged to tlie tormer expedition 
aguiast Buenos, Ayres^ were you at any 
time, and when consulted by General 
Whitelocke on the intended plan of ope- 
rations against that town ■? 

A. General Whitelocke spoke to me 
twice on the subject — once that I hap- 
pened to be at head quarters on tl^ evciw 
mg of the 3d July. The orders and ar- 
r«ingements for the attack tlic next morn- 
ing were then issued. General Wlute- 
locke seeing me, beckoned me over» 
and asked me " what do you think of 
this ?** or something to ti^at effect : to 
which I replied, tliut every confidence 
was to be placed iu the troops, but tliat 
I was anxious as to the means for carry- 
ing the attack that was decided upon iota 
effect. Something in tliat moment at-* 
traded the General's notice, aiid he 
rather abruptly broke off the conversa- 
tion. General Whitelocke then appeared 
to me as a man intending to act contrary 
to that which was his own judgment^ 
and I was inclined the more to this opi- 
nion, having seen a paper that men-* 
tioped the intended attack would not 
h^ve been resorted to under other cir- 
cumstances. Very shortly after I re- 
tired to my quarti^rs, but with directions 
to attend the next mornine at head 
quarters at nine or ten o'clock, witk t}ie 
otiier pfficers to receive ordersv— » 
Geners^l Cr&^f\ir4 bftcl resigue4 the cv% 
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.^his brigide a j;ood deal to n\e, and in 
nreuaring the disposition of it, and not 
laviiiff a watch, toe hour inadvertently 
passed over, and 1 was not present when 
the coiniwinding onicers usscmbled. The 
general officers were there however 
when I arrived, and the moment Gene- 
ral Whitelockc saw me he called over. 
Nothing had at tliat time been furni^iied 
to the brigades that in my mind would 
have forwarded the attack intended ; 
and r more decidedly than the ovenVng 
before mentioned my apprehensions that 
we had not the means ot succeeding. 1 
remarked to him that from the turrets of 
Buenos Ayres the enemy wo\ilddi>tiiiclly 
perceive every movement that we* made, 
and I suggested the proprieiy, if such an 
attack was determined on, that it would 
be better to attempt it before day break 
when perhaps we miffht hav«'' belter 
means furnished us. To this General 
Whitclockc seemed immediately to as- 
sent, and he took me into a room where 
the other general officers wero, and 
mentionerl to them the propriety of what 
I had stated. It was approved by the 
general ofticers, but as 1 thoui;ht wns so 
coolly received by the *;econd in com- 
mand, as to prevent much discuvsion on 
the merits or the arrangement, aird the 
conference broke up with orders f«^r the 
attack to take place on. tlie following 
morning. 

Q. It the Court to understjind that 
you were not at all consulted by Gene- 
ral Whitelocke as to the plan of opera- 
tions till after the plan was forniea and 
orders issued for its execution ? 

A. I leave it to the Court to draw their 
own conclusions, having stated facts. 

Q. Having stated that in your convf r- 
sation with General Whitelocke you 
mentioned your anxiety to see the means 
for carr} ing tlie attack that was decided 
upon into effect, and having suggested 
in thc.subse(|uent conversation the pro- 

riety .that the attack should be made 

efore day-Ii^ht, did you or did you 
not communicate a distinct disappro- 
bation of the plan of attack di cided 
upon ? 

IL I do not recollect that any thing 
mote passed than I have stated. 

Q. Having stated that you recom- 
mended if such an attack was to be made, 
the propriety of attempting it before 
dayoreak, did you convey an opini0a 
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that if the attack was made before day- 
break it would not hucceed ? 

A. Must certainly I never intended 
to convey the slightest approbation of 
the attack intended. To (ioneral Crau- 
furd 1 opened my mind, ami <lepreiate<l 
the plan, as in my opinion it would be 
attended with sucli dreadful loss. 

Q, In your narrative )ou ;>tiitetl that 
you v^ere always apprelienj^ive >ou wt re 
not providi'd with means — in what par- 
ticular were the troops under your coitl- 
inund unprovided with me*ins? 

A. 1 conceive in many. Iniilillcry,, 
rn scaling ladders and petaidj, and 
belter implements ("T breaking open 
houses than those which I un<ler»toud 
wero provided. 

Q. Having stated in your narrative 
tliat the door ot the convent of St. Do- 
in in no was Urokt.n open by tiic three- 
pounder that was with you, are vou of 
opinion that if more artillery had been 
orderrd to accompany the columns they 
would have had a btlt«r chance of sue- 
cej^i* ? 

A. Certainly : artillery and scaling 
ladders were in :>uch an attack particu- 
larly desirable. 

Q. From what you saw of the strength 
and mi.'ans of tlie enemy on the 5th, are 
}ou of opinion that the necessity of your 
surrender would have^becn prevented 
had you received support from the re- 
serve iirklor the immediate oommand of 
General Whilehnke, or from the force 
under Lieuteijunt-colon«d Malion, con- 
sisting of sixteen hundred men and two 
hundred sailors, which from your know- 
lodge of the strength of these corps either 
of tliem would Imve been able lo aiford 
you ? 

A. Certainly: a simple communica- 
tion of orders would have prevented ihc 
catastrophe, or had the 45tli regiment 
act«»d as a supj>orliiig corps to convey 
orders. 

Q. Can you stale from your local 
knowledge of the environs of the tovsn, 
whether the army muier (General ^^ hiic- 
locke when entire could have been sii 
disposed as to cut olV all supplies by 
land to the loun ? 

A. Y(!S, 1 think it could. 

Q. From }our local knowledge of tlie 

town, ih }ou think a communication 

could have been established witli'tli^* 

|leet in a litualion so chostu as from 



Digitized bv 



le 



m 



tZUL QF i^UXpNANT- GENERAL Wj^iTiLO|?i J* 



thence the effects of the batteries iBigbl: 
have been tried ? 
A. Yes. 

Q. State your opinion of what tliat 
situation ought to have been ? 

A; The flisza del Toro$ I conceive to 
l>e the best commaudmg situation, and 
any attack I would have made upon the 
^OWQ would only have been with the 
view of carrying that phice, all the 
othersahoi^ld merely havebeen as a feint, 
since the possession of them could an- 
swer no ensd. 

Q. From your knowledge of the 
town, was the situation of tlie Spanisl]^ 
troops such on the jth as to have af- 
&)rded them protection froni grape car- 
rbnacfes or other orchiance ot a heavy 
nature, directed against the town by sea 
or land? 

A.I<k> not conceive the shipping could 
well tiave been brought into aciion till 
the Plaza del Toros was first carried. 
That place certainly prevented a great 
deal 01 the ships' fire taking eilect on the 
Spanish troops as tliey were posted, 
!• rom the laml si«l^ batteries of heavy . 
•rdnance might have been erected with 
effect, although the ground is not gene- 
rally favour^le tp it. 

Q. Supposing the Plaza del Toros to 
have been in oim' possession, would it 
have been practicable from your kuow- 
tedge of the towfr to have had an eliec- 
tual co-operiition from the navy in tlie 
attack? 

A. Most certainly : I cannot conceive 
the '^possibility of the town of Buenos 
Ayres holding out one hour with batte- 
jries erected on the i^laza del Toros and 
a well combined attack from the navy. 

CrosS'exafnzrifd by Grneral Whitelockc. 

Q. Had I not before the 3d July 
availed riiyself in various ct^nvei-sations 
of the iniormation atforded by your 
local knowledge of thd country and its 
inhabitants ? 

A. On the march from the ilnsinada 
General Whitelocke did once or twice 
ipiestiori me as to t4ie rout, and respect* 
ing the Rio Chuelo, and other points 
connected wit!;* the march, but upon 
which in general I was not able tp give 
any information, never having been iu 
that part of the country mysdf before. 



Q. Did I ever f»e yoy before yorf 
joined the expedition froni Col^iia^? 

A. ?^ever, \ believe. 

Q. Had you heard of the plarv of at" 
tack before you jpined tlie maia body on 
the 3d July ? 

A. Never ; I never knew eve^ the 
point of (iebarkatiqn except fron^ report, 

Q. Did you at the time state A\\y 
other deficiencies of implements fgi? 
^cing doors, &c. and 4id I not imjne- 
diately order a search to lie made.Jof 
such implements ? 

A. I do not recollect ; but I under- 
stood the iinplements \ moitioned ww 
on board ship, aad 1 have reason to 
know that General Whitelocke did order 
such search. 

Q. Was any disapprobation of the 
plan, or any opinion unfavourable to its 
success staled at the n^eting oa the 4tb 
July ? 

A.I do not recollect that there was^ 
though some remarks were made, I be- 
lieve by myself which were interrupted 
in the way I have mentioned. If I did 
\\oi open my mind and express my dis- 
approbatfon of the attack intended, it 
was because I conceived the Commanded 
in CiVief had the best possible informal 
tion from Sir Samuel AiKrhmuty, who 
had lived for three weeks in close intinaai 
cy with General Beresford previous to 
the arrival of General Whitelocke : and 
\ am impressed with the conviction that 
Generr.l Whitelocke had originally . ui- 
tended to act on a very different plan, 
but had been led to adopt the one I 
have mentioned through motives #f some 
imperious necessity wliich I never 
learnt. 

Adjourned until to-morrow. 



TWENTY-FOURTH DAY, 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY, 29- 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment, it was hnimafed by tije 
Judge Advocate tliat he had received 
a message from Brigadjer-general 
Craufurd relative to part of his ew' 
dence on a former day, which h^ now 
wished to amend, and >«hich,'rf to^ 
Court and GeneraJ Whitlo€k« asseal' 
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m, td, might in the opinion of tlie Judge 
W Advocate, be don^ without demand- 
^ ing the personal attendance of Gene- 
ral Craufurd. 
'The Court and General Whitelocke ac- 
cordingly assented, and the Judge 
Advocate stated that the amendment 
in the evidence of General Craufurd 
related to his answer to a question oa 
the use of ordnance in the attack on 
the town. He had answered in tlie 
negative, but npw wished to have add- 
pi to that answer, that he thought they 
might be useful in breaking open 
doors. This amendment was accord- 
ingly entered on the minutes of the 
court 

Lievtenard'Coloncl Pack called and 
further examined. 

On the last question of the preceding 
day being read over. Colonel Pack made 
the following observation : 

'* I do not conceive that answer was 
quite concluded. I thmk it proper to- 
wards General Whitelocke to state, tiiat 
whatever share of blame may be attach- 
ed to me on that occasion, I am ready 
to take the weight off his slioulclers. 
Whatever I have stated was dictated by 
the fects themselves, and 1 1 hrow myself 
on the judgment of the Court, not 
wishing to say one word too much or too 
little. 

General IThitelocke. — ^Tbe question 
was a very simple one, and required only 
a plain answer. I do not want the ques- 
tion to be explained away by tbeprO'* 
secutor or by any one else. 

Colonel Pack —I thwicht I had no op- 
portunity of statiiig my objections to the 
plan in question, and my of^inion not 
being asked, I should have considered it 
Dresumptkm in me to have offered it. 
But, after twelve mont|is most anxious 
reflection on the subject, and with all 
Geneiral Qeresford's opinions upon it in 
myiiead, ! should not ^ave felt myself 
justified^ h^d.l expressed any direct ap- 
probation of the plan jf atUck then dp- 
dded upon. 

Q.' What would have been the pro- 
bable consequence to the prisoners of a 
renc«^«i of the.attack on the town either 
' %f foemaoi bomb^dmetit or cftherwi^e I 

A. 1 thisk a bombardment of ^Ii^ town 



of BOenos Ayres, must certainly have 
endangered the lives of the prisonersi 
very strongly, but I did not think, as I 
stated immecliately before,when General 
Whitelocke asked me a siit^iiar question^ 
that the lives of the prisoners were ttt 
danfi^er from the inhabitants : I did Dot 
tliink that the inhabitants would have 
put them to death. 

Q Look at the letter now produced, 
and state if it be a copy of a letter writ- 
ten by you on the subject of the priso- 
ners. 

Here the letter was read as follows: 

Plaza delToro8y%th July; ISO^. 
It ismy determined opinion that a boih- 
bardinent of the town would be attend- 
ed with fatal consequences to the Bri- 
tish prisoners. 

(Signed) d. thx^ii 

Lieutenant-col. ^'Ist reg. 
To General Whitelocke. 
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opioioj^, »ic<cvjou^ tp the anny emburkiug, 
it wouki iiav^ been to have waited till a 
more favourable opportunity, Inhere is 
ootlMOg in the climate of IJuenos Ay res 
at ai2^- tiiwe so bad as to present troops 
.keeping (he field, but tliere are paiticu* 
I^r jperiofis wheu there falls a deluge of 
rsun, aud Uiai period was just apiKoacli- 

i«5- 

Q. How soon did tie rain set in at 
Buenos Ay res last J u]y ? 

A. There wa* very heavy rain, f think, 

,<Hi the u^ht of M^c 2cl, and on the niorii- 

iiigoftiie^d ; hut it did not continue so 

long as it usually does at that period of 

. the year. , 

Q. Had possession of the Colonia beeq 
ret«unedy might not a suficient quantity 
of cattle have been procured 'to supply 
the arniY^fora given time ? 

TheJiicJge Advocate here produced a 
letter from General Whitelocke to' Gen. 

eceipif 
I for a 
terms, 
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rtie 
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,^holc of the leading company of ,my 
column, and every man and horse at the 
gun, were either killed or disabled, and 
we Ibuiid it altogether impossible to pos- 
sess ourselves of this very eligible situa- 
tion; and clearly impossible to pene- 
trate further up tlie street. I was tliere- 
fore necessarily obliged to fall back, and 
throw myself with ^out 140 men into a 
'house about l40 yards fron^ Jesuits' Col- 
lege. The remainder of tJie column 
was dispersed in several houses adjoin- 
ing, and those that did not succeed in 
entering were either killed or wounded. 
After having held some conference with 
Lieutenant-colonel Pack, respecting my 
remaining on so bad a post, I thought it 
my duty to detach an officer witli ten 
men to communicate with General Craw- 
furd, respecting the post! occupied, md 
the consequences that might ensue if 
we continued there any longer. . I have 
since learned, ttat every man of this d^ 
tachment was either killed or wouiidefl 
ui oi>ening this communication, and thai 
the officer with great difllculty escapee). 
I defended, this post for almost tnree 
houi-s with. the loss of a serjeant and fonp- 
teen men killed, and five officers ianji 
S!2 men wounded. Soon a^er an officer 
from the enemy appeared with a flag of 
truce, which 1 certainly conceived had 
no other object but an offer fgr us t^ 
surrender to the troops immediately op- 
j)osed to us, and on consulting with tfie 
. pfficers, I judged it expedient to.give }iirii 
a parley. The tiring from the top of my 
post, was necessarily ordered to be sus- 
pended) and Uie enemy ay ajjjng them- 
selves of this circumstance, uoured in 
numbers round the post, when finding 
tliat so few of my men remained 
alive, and the overpowering numbers of 
the encniy^ 1 with the concurrence of 
my officers surrendcnd, and with them 
was marched into the fort, apd the re- 
mainiiig men w^re carried olfy to difife- 
rentpris9Qs. . ^ 

Q. (Yauyou^tatethe original strength 
of yoyr division ? 

A. I . cannot state with certainty, liut I 
belieVe we had V'^t) m«iV ' ; 

Qa Dpes t^tAi^mber include tl)«^ ar- 
tillery ? ;' . 

A. No. . -s . ' •" 

Q. Wliat number of ^vpSlfiTj M 
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A. T think we ha J a sejrjeant d:fv^ fbtrr 
men, besides three gnniier'^riversl 

Q. State as accomtely as you can re - 
member, tlie number that remained 
alive ot your divtsiou at the time olyottr 
SHrrender? 

A. I -ean only answer for the post I 
occupied; there were about 40 men 
s^letomarchj 
Q. At what time dkt yoo stnremler } 
A. To tlie best of my belief about 
eleven o'clock. 

Lieutenant-colortf} Guard swam und 
txarmrfed, 
Q. Did yoo command the 45th regi^ 
ment on the 3th of July ? 
A. I did. ' 

Q. Describe the operatroDs of that 
corjis front the periqd you conmienced 
your mardi in the momh>g t\\\ the tmie 
YOU gave up tlie command of it to Major 
Nichoils, and state the operations of that 
drvtsion from the time of your marching 
from the Kesidencia, till your junction 
with Brigadier-general Crautnrd > 

A. Having previo*i»ly occupied the 
reads by which we were to enter tl>e 
town, I moved forward at. day break in 
the morning of tbe 5th My, with the 
4Sth m two columns, consisting each of 
four companies,^ having tlie command of 
the rigbt wing myself, and the rest betng 
under tbe command of Major NichoUs. 
We proceeded about three quarters ot a 
mile, when the cblnmns came together 
in consetjnence of the junction oi two 
roads, aixl 1 was under the necessity, in 
conformfity to my orders, to make aVon- 
sklerable detour' to my right, by which 
means I did not reach the Residencia, 
(the post I was orclered to occupy) 
until three minutes after the lelt wiiig 
under Major Nicholls, whotn 1 found in 
the act (tf breaking open the doors o*"tbat 
building. . My loss in reaching that post 
was trttling, having only three men 
killed. Perceiving now some houses in 
tlie vicinity, and nearer to ll>e banks of 
tlie river, I considered it expedient to 
possess myself of theip: 1 therefore 
UKJved fo]^vard with my wing, and se- 
lecting three of them (eft a company in 
each, and returned myself to the Resi- 
dencia, with the grenadiers. A consi^ 
derable firing on my left urged me 
to iheqnest Major Wicbolls to make 
the neccssaiy arrangements *for the qcciw 



pertion of tlner Kesidenda^ and to tsSse 
tlie grena(£er componjr witii n>e and re»- 
> connoitre tbe disposition of Bnga(£er-> 
general CrauTiwxt^s brigade, ?iid letom 
to t«m hnmediately. 1 then went jtiy 
thestleet by which J had entered thi 
town, and tmmng tothe riglit «u»e inta 
oDe that led directly to^vards the great 
square. I proceeded abo\it thirty or 
forty yards i(>rward, when i came t& a 
very large house which J tlioogfe* it 
might be adTantageotis to take poeses^oo 
of; and occupy with a small detSKbment* 
I therefore prorecded to break i» th? 
door, btit finding it very diScull tp ef- 
fect, ] sent bKkck my a<ljtttaiit with a few 
£le to the Besidencta for the purpose of 
(^taiiiiug the assistance of implenrients 
^ijhich i kn«w to be thet^t H^ ^nd 
scarcely returnetl when 1 was joined by a 
picket of the regiment wbiel> )iaci imssed 
me in the mom'mg, and had enler^ the 
town with the light batt'i^km, and theofV . 
iieer comm'<&idirtg it brought me an or- 
der from General Craufurd to charge 
down the street with the grenadier comr 
pany supported by the pidiet. I did 90 
accord'mgly, and did not hnmcdiately 
n^eet any opposition except twodischar^e^ 
of a heavy piece of ordnance which 
was postetf at the end of tbe street.' 
As we advariced towards the eeiitre oC 
the town, I foopd tbe top& of the houses 
crowded by the esciBy, who opened 
on us a smart fire of musketry as we 
(xtssed, ai>d wlie^k I got ab<Mit half a inile> 
linding the men very much out of breathy 
arnl the great difitcvilty of moring fetr 
vard, occasioned by the iijc»eased fire^ 
1 drew o^my men into a street pi| w^y 
right, and setting Colonel Pack with 
some of the light battaKon apftfodching 
toi^ards the churc)^ of St. DomhigO, ^ 
1 crossed tlie street on purpose to am-f 
suit hrin, as from his local knowledge 
he must he able to acquaint n^ 
with mv situation, and the practica- 
bility of a further advance into thetown. 
Uetold me it would certainly he impo»* 
siblefor meto reach the square withoiit 
the loss of the greater part of my de- 
tadunent: I tliSerefofe returned* a|u| 
foimd General Cranfurd with several 
companies of light .Infantry and rifie-men 
together with a field piece in the s^wne 
street. 1 rema'med under General Crau- 
f lord's orders dui iiig the re^ of that day. 
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Q. Fmm whom and at what time did 
yeu receive orders to ta^e possession of 
the Residencia? 

A. On the 4th from General Gower, 
Z» well as I can recuilecty from whom I 
received my instructions. 

Q. Were these orders incloded in the 
original plan of jattack, or were tJiey 
icommmiicated to the ofBcers leading 
♦ 'the columns on your left, whose opera- 
tions must naturally bate been connect- 
ed with vours^ 

-A. They were not' included in the ge- 
peral instructtons; they wc^ given n)e 
Verbally. I liave no knowlege as to any 
communication b^ing made to any officer 
who commanded the columns on my 
Jcft. ^ 

' Q. At what hour did you arrive at th» 
Residencia? 

A. About seven o'clock. 

Q. Describe the position and strength 
of the Residencia? 

' A. h appeared to me a very strong 
building, but as 1 did not enter it^ 1 
cannot mvean accurate description. 
'^ Q. How soon did you march with the 

Eiadiets alter your arrival to forma 
:tion with Brigadier-general Crau- 
1? • 

A. Immediately on my return from 
taking the three houses before mention- 
ed. I had no mtention of joining Gene- 
ral Craufurd until I receivjed bis order to 
that effect. 

Q. Had you received any orders 
cither from or through General White- 
locke as to the future operations of the 
regiment under your command after vou 
bhould have taken possession of the Ue- 
sidencia v^ > 

A. 1 did. not receive any orders. I 
did conceive we were to maintain that 
^post ' • 

Cross-examined By General mtelqcke, 

g. Do you recollect me asking your 
opinion, afi(ir your release on the 8th, 
'as to the truth of the stateniebts respiect- 
jng the prisoiiers, and the danger they 
might h^tc been exposed to from i\\t 
exasperated statue df the minds of the 
inhaoitants of the town, if it had bei^n 
bombarded? 

A. General Whitelocke did as my 
0|m)ion, and I gave it^ that the prisoners 



would have been in a very dangmtmi 

state, if the town had been bombarded. 
Q. Is this is a cop^ of a paper signed 

by you on that occasion ? 
A. I have theorig'uial in my pocket 
Here the letter was produced and 

read, for which see Appendix No. 

XII. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Nichoils sxoorn and 
exqmintd^ 

Q, You commanded the left wing (of 
the 45th regiment oq the day <4 the 
attack? 

A. I did. 

Q. Describe the operations of that 
wing from the time you separated from 
the right wing till yon arrived at tb« 
Hesidencia, and all that parsed until yoo 
evacuated that ix>st ? 

A. The wings of the regimept were 
joined until the arrival of both at the 
Resideiicia. Of the operations till the 
middle of the following day the 6th, my 
public letter to General \y hitelocke wiU 
give an account. I have a copy oif 
that letter which however does not coor 
tain the conclusion of the operations. 

Here the report was read for which see 
Appendix No. XIII. " 

Q. Was this report that which you 
sent by Captain Whittingham, and whid^ 
was> conutiunicated to General W^te^ 
locke abont two o'clock on the 6th ? 

A. It is a copy of that report Cap- 
tain Whittingham offered to leave the 
40th grenadiers with me, but I declined^ 
as I thought it was more important that 
he should get safe back to GreneraJ 
Whitelocke with the intelligence which 
he had befen able to c6U«ct of the sitila*^ 
tion of affairs in our quarters. In about 
half an hour after bis departure, the 
enemy collected again and seemed to 
threaten a second attack; but bn dis- 
charging their own cannon up<Mi them 
they retired. About four o'clock in the 
afternoon. General Gower sent up two 
lines to inform me, that hostilities had 
been suspended till further orders, and 
ab6ut seven Of'clock General Craufurd 
came with a similai^ notification. I wish- 
ed to have had some 'private conversa^ 
tion with General Craufurd as to our 
situation, but the <^eneral thought it 
would l»v« beea coiisid«red impfoptt^ 
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% Cc^Rcl £|1io the Spanish officer, 
who accompanied hiin. I therefore re- 
mained all that night entirely ignorant of 
the unfortunate turn of atfairs. I'he 
next morning, being deprived of the 
means 1 had hitherto possessed of sub- 
sisting the men, Major Tolley, and my- 
self thought it advisable to make a de- 
mand from General Uniers 6f the quan- 
tity of provisions we required, assigning 
as a reason for this demand .in a note 
I sent General Liniers, that it was pos- 
sfl>le, if I sent men out to solicit provi* 
«ions from the neighbouring houses, 
that quarrels might ensue between the 
troops, and stating my number as one- 
half more than I had, viz. 600 instead of 
400. [ received a reply that provisions 
sl^ould be sent ; however, none arrived, 
©xcept a \ery small portion which was 
given to the sick and wounded of both 
armies, until seven o'clock in the even* 
in^ when a considerable supply of bread 
arrived, under the command of Cap- 
tain Bal^r c^ the 9th light dragoons. In 
the course pf the day about three o*clocJc> 
I received a letter troni Lieutenant- co- 
lonel Torrens, desiring me to halt on as 
much groimd as I might then occupy, 
ufitii mrther orders* I had also some 
communication, directing me to prevent 
the irregularities which were said to have 
been committed by our men near tlie 
Residencia : one contained in that let- 
ter ; one from Lieutenant-ciolonel Tor- 
rea^ ; one from Maj«r-general Gower, 
and two from Brigadier-general Crau- 
furd. QaVing only a pair of centries 
outside^ i thought it necessary to con- 
jtradict *the as^rtioiw made in these let- 
ters ; indeed a Spanish ofticer voluntarily 
confessed to me that evening, that the 
reports were unfounded. This day we 
wtire employed in completing our ball- 
cartridge, which I hacl the means of 
i^oing from the cannisters I took in the 
tumbrils. On the morning of the 8th, 
I received a verbal message from Briga- 
dier general Craufur<l to evacuate the 
Kesidencia; and ipin the main body at the 
Itetiro ; as this did not agree with the or- 
der of the preceding day, I sent a note to 
him requesting a written order to that ef- 
fect, as also asidng whkt I should do with 
my prisoners and cannon. General Crau- 
furd returned me a reply, which was 
M(tis£actory ; anc) in consequence of 
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which I liberated the prisoneirg, and Joined 
the army with four pieces of caiuioii 
about twelve o'clock. 

Q. Describe the |)osition aqji strength 
of the llesidencia ? 

A. It occupies a square or space about 
150 yards one way, and aboiit 110 thcf 
other way. This square contained one 
or two very large cliurches anid haHs^ 
and some very tine large wards iii the 
hospital: it is a charitable institution* 
One front of the whole area was an open - 
square or yard; half the front to tlia 
west presents a lofty dead wall to th(i 
street ; the other half only ten feet high. 
Front and rear it had entrances. 1 he 
roof of the Residencia is not commanded . 
by any adjoiiling building. 

Q. Was it practicable in consequenco 
of having possession of the Residencia to 
open a conununication with the shore of 
tlie Plata ? 

A. Perfectly so. It borders on ttie 
river, and there are no mtervening build- 
ings. 

Q. What distance is the Residencia . 
from the shore of the river at its common 
height ' 

A. About 230 or 300 yards. 

Q. Wliat number of prisoners wer^ 
taken by the 45th at the Residencia and 
in the acljoinint houses? 

A. We harl 43 taken in arms, and 150 
sick and wounded, whom we found in 
the hospital on taking possession, not in-. 
eluding about 2aSpanish surgeons who 
were attending them. 

Q. Would not artillery both in meif 
and guns have been of important service ^ 
to the regiment under your command, 
both in obtaining possession of the Resi- 
dencia, and maintaining that post ' 

A. Certamly it would have been of 
the greatest advantage; 'and I could, in 
such a cas^, have dislodged some of the 
paities that pressed so heavily on General 
Craufurd." . I 

Q. How far was the position in which 
you were cantoned on the night of the. 
ith, from tbat of the light brigade? 
' A. Rather more than 300 yards. 

Q. How long were you in niarchjng 
from that post to the Residencia ? r 

A. About threfe quarters of an hour. 
The roads were bad, and I marched 
slowly. I arrived about seven o'clock, t 

Q. At what hour did Captain Whit- 
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fipgham arrive at the Residmc'a the 
next clav } 

A. Aboift one o'clock. 

Q. Having arrived at the Residencia 
?t s<?vcn o'clock on the 5lb, did you, or 
iHdyou not remain tliere without recdv- 
Bigany orders from, or having any coni» 
wunication with the Comrt>ander iuClMef 
until one o'clock the next day ^ 

A. I dWl. 

Q. Wonkl a reinforcement frotn the 
reserve under IJeatenant-general-White* 
Jocke, or from the corps under the orders 
frf Colonel MuboDy have aiVonled yon 
the means of co-opcratmg with tl>e'dif- 
iorent cohimns of the army engaged i^ 
the attack of the town ? 

A. It would have enabled rae to 
ronvnunicate willi General Craufnrd. 
which, under sudi circumstances of im<r 
perions necessity, i would even hare at- 
tempted without any a^istance, could i 
fatve seen any probability of success. 

Q. Do you know of any obstacles 
which the strength of the enemy in that 
c^tiarter nwght havetliroivn m the way of 
a rc-inforcement reaching the Resi- 
df ncia, if orders had been given fq that 
elFect? 
'A. I know of none. 

Q. State as accurately as yoo can re^ 
collect, the distance mm ttje canton- 
ments of the light brigade on the evenbg 
of the 4th, (and which yon state to have 
been 300 yards Irom your own,) from 
the Resideiuia > 
. A. About oi>e mile andtliree-quarters. 

SufsfioHtd by the Court. 

Q. Yon say in your letter that hu- 
nmnity Irad induced some of your sol- 
diers to make prisoners. 1>W you think 
anv apobgy necessary for having made 
prisoners? 

A. By no menus — qitite the contrary', 

Q. \ ou staled that you anived at the 
Tletiro about one o'clock. At u liat hour 
did you leave the Kesidencia, and by 
what rout did you march to the Itetiro ? 

A. I left the Kesidencia I think about 
ten o'clock, and marched through the. 
town. Tlie delay was occasioned by 
tlu: necessity of dra^bff the artillery 
through the town by hann. 

Q. If you had known where to find 
the Commander of the forces, would 
you not have, contrived to communicate 
wiui him on the 5th } 



A. >/ot m the mornmg; I ironid soC 
have spared a force suilictent lo do so, 
but in the evening I sliouk) luLve at- 
tempted it, had 1 known that Cotonel 
MalKm was so dose to me. 

QucstioMed by General ftkiiei.ckr^ 

Q. Dk) TOO know where tbe Con*- 
raander in C hief was to be fooh^ on the 
Mh, from the orders yon received ? 

A. It was not specitied to the onJew, 
but I sbonld have forwarded any report 
I luld to make to Mr. W Inters btAjse, 
whence I supposed it would l>ave been 
sent 00 by some of the officers of the 
statu 

Rearnidmiral Mffrrwj ffgmn caGed, and 
further exuminaL • 

Q. Have you the letter mentioned iq 
the former part of your evit^enc^ which 
you received from" JJt'Uteiiant-cobnet • 
Ikxirke, tke quarter-master iiei^eral. 

A. By some mistake the original let- 
ter has been fost, but 1 have obtained ft 
copy of it from Captain Thompson of the 
Fly sk)op. 

Jllere the letter was prodwcerf and 
read, (for wliich see Appendix No.XlV.> 

It was in coosec^oence of this letter I 
save the ueves^^y orders to Captain 
Thorn j^V 

Q. Was or was not any plan for a 
con>t»ned attack upon the town ever 
proposed to you } 

A. No regular plan wa$ rrcr prcK 
posed to me for a combined attacton 
the town by Gtn. VVhitelocke. He once 
observed to me, tliat he meant to atta^'k 
it from tlie westward, and would require 
any as^stai ce we could give him there. 

*Q. Were }^ou ever consulted, or had 
TOW any knowledge of the plan of at- 
tack which took placed • "*• 

A. No. 

il. Are yon of opiniofi that a con^ 
bined attack on the town could have 
been practicable or expedient? 

A. I think it would. 

Q. If such an attack had been pro* 
posed, what assistance would it have been 
nv your power to reiwler from the 
siiips, the boats of the fleet, and the gun 
boats } 

•A. I think the gun-boats apd sodi • 
armed vessels as were of easy draft olt 



.CooQie 



lantiALHtf Li^i^TSNAifT-OBSfii^At wntrciAcitc. 



i4i 



^raler would have been of .essential secr 
▼ice in t^. attack, and ia cooperating 
with tlicanny, 

Q. State what passed from the ar- 
rival of the fleet o£f Buenos Ay res to the 
signature of tiie treaty } 

A. On the 4th of July, the gun>4K>ats 
were got in near the town of Buenos 
Ayres, but not near enough to act. The 
boats were directed to sound during the 
day and night to ascertain tlie depth of 
water, and Captain Thompson reported 
to me, that he had himself sounded, and 
found the channel very intricate and tlie 
soundings very irregular. But he had 
observed when abreast of the town, and 
iu the situation in which vessels should 
be placed to act against it from seven to 
eleven feet water, and at tlie length of 
the boat seven feet again. Vessels d raw- 
ing more water, could not be depended 
on to act On tlie 5th he had witii great 
difficulty got the gun-barges and gun- 
boats in a station above tlie town, 
whence he was enabled to move down 
the gun-boats and two of the armed 
schooBCTs to assist in the attack if neces- 
sary. Ha also reported to me, tliat Jte 
had been enabled to land spirits and pro- 
Ttsifiiisto that. pact of the army com- 
manded by Sir Sanmel Auchuiuty, ami 
that he liad likewise landed muslcet-balU. 
The situation of that |)art of the army 
uuder Sir S^ Auchmuty by their marcli- 
ing into the town, was such as had pre- 
vented bim^ that time from making use 
of the gun-boat% lest we should fire on 
our own people; but the next morning, 
four of the gun-boats were placed in a 
situation tiiat appeared to him as l&ely 
to prove effective, a^d they continued 
iiriog until a truce was made. The boats 
were kept there d4irii)g the time the 
treaty wa& making, and, l think, untiUhe 

reliminaries were signed. On the 3th, 
received a letter from Lieutenant-g**- 
nerai Whitelocke requesting to see me. 
Adjourned until to-morruw. 



TVVENTY.FIFTir DAY. 

TVESPAY, MARCH I. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment. Admiral Murray was again 
called aod further examined. 



. Q. Produce the letter iJsom General 
W hitelocke, stated in the latter part of 
your evidence of yesterday^ 

Here the letter was produced and 
read, for which see Appendix No. XIV^ 
Admiral Afurrui/, in consequence 
of this letter I was about to leave tlKS 
i^taunch gun-brig, on board of whidi I 
then was, for the purpose of going on 
shore, when Captain I'hompson of the 
Fly, came from the shore and informefl 
me he had been obliged to have a guard 
from head-quarters to protect him to his 
boot, which guard had returned, it being 
then nearly dark, and tliat so many ' of 
the enemy's horse were seen about tlie 
place of landing, it would not be safe for- 
me to go ashore that night, as no 
cuard was on the beach. I there- 
fore returned to the Nereid, and next 
mornine went to the General. I found 
him in Uie Plaza del Toros, on the top of 
one of the houses, in company with Gen. 
Go\yer, Auchmuty, and jLumley. Thfc 
General informed me of the situation of 
the army and the mislbrtunes that had 
befallen it, that he had received the pre- 
liminaries of a treaty from the Spanish 
General Liniers, by whiph the grea^ 
pouit was gamed of getting back all the 
prisoners taken in SouthAmerlcasuicetiie 
war, which was an important object, and 
without which, accH>rding to his instruc- 
tions, nothing he could do would be com^ 
plete ; tliat better terms could not be 
procured, but if the business went on, he 
should expect every assistance from nie. 
This I assured him he should have. Me 
continued to observe that it would an- 
swer no purpose to go on with it, as Spa- 
nish America never could be conquered 
by the English : we had not a friend if 
the coimtry, as the inveteracy of all 
classes had proveil. I told the General 
that before these terms should be agreed 
to, I thought he had better consult with 
the general oflkers upon it He told 
uie he had already their opinions, which 
were similar to his own, namely, tliat the 
terms should be signed, as no purpose 
could be answered by going on. He as- 
sured ine, from authority, thiit if hosti- 
lities were renewed, the prisoners (mean- 
ing General Craufurd's brigade) woulff 
all be put to deatli. I told the General 
that he must know more of the situation 
of the -army, and what was in his power 
thart I could, but that I could not possi- 
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Wy agree to fhese terms without con- 
■uking the senior officer next in com- 
mand to myself, then at Buenos Ayres. 
Ailmiral Stirling having been l^ft in the 
eonimand of the line of battle ships at 
Monte Vid^o, Captain Bayntu?i was the 
next senior olHcer with me at Buenos 
Ayres, and he was then with me at the 
top ot the same house. Accordingly I 
immediately connnunicated with him on 
the subject, told him what liad passed, 
-vod asked his opinion on the necessity of 
'Signing those teims. He. told me he 
thought I could not possibly do other- 
wise than sign them, for the General 
'must be the best judge of wliat the' army 
could do; that if I did not sign them, I 
must of course take all the responsibility 
upon myself for any consequences that 
might afterwards happen. General 
Gower then expl lincd to me more, fully, 
the terms that were proposed; they 
were wi-itten in Spanish, upon asses skin. 
Upon asking him if better terms could not 
be procured, he said he had endeavour- 
ed to oblahi belter terms, but the Spa- 
niardsf would not hear of it, and that it 
waswitli great difficulty he had prevailed 
upon them to let us' occupy Monte Video 
for two months instead of one, which 
bad been at first proposed. Under these 
circumstances, and believing that from 
the disposition of the inhabitants, we 
should not be able to keep that country 
with the force then in it, I signed tlic 
treaty. 

Q. Can you state the number of gun 
and other boats of easy draught of water 
tliat could carry guns of any description 
to c(k<>perate in the attack on the town, 
if any plan for a combined attack had 
been thought advisable to act upon ? 

A. Four gun-boats were at Buenos 
Ayres, and two schooners, carrying Spa- 
nish 24 pounders misht have been em- 
ployed. Eight could have been got up ; 
two more gun-boats, were left at Barra- 
gon, and one schooner carrying two of 
the same calibre and two carronades. 
AVhat the calibre of the others was, I 
do not recollect, but I believe they were 
fronv six t6 eight pounders. 

Q. Might not the boats and launches 
of the men of war have been fitted up 
'With gims, and employed io the same 
service ? 

A, They •^rtai^ly mi^ht bare been ^C 



servicie in fine weather, but the danra of 
that season of the year were so sudden, 
and a very heavy sea getting up in coose- 
H|wence ot tlie freijuent gales, that it made 
theiracting very precarious. Even the 
gun-boats, which are much larger than 
me men of war's launches, would bave 
been swamped by the gale on tbe 2nd, 
had tliey been up there instead of being 
under point Quilmes, where the water 
was much smoother ; fbr I never, in any 
river, saw such a sea as frwjuently 
happened while I was there, when the 
wind blew strong and a weather tide. I 
believe that General Whitelockc had 
not, however, the most distant idea of 
any assistance from the navy in the at- 
tack on Buenos Ayres after landing at 
the Eliisinada, except that of being sup- 
plied with provisions, if tlie troops should 
be in want of them, and landhig the hea- 
vy artillery westward of the town ; for 
no doubt, 1 believe, was entertained by 
any body, that Buenos Ayres would 
have be«i taken by the anny, without 
difficulty. 

Cross-examined by General IFhitelocke^ 

Q. Were not the transpoiis Mt at 
Monte Video of too great draught of 
water to be carried up, and were not the 
troops removed from thence and doubled 
in the other transports oik that ac- 
count? 

A. Two or three were left at Monte 
Video, and the troops were of course re- 
moved. The BeRona was one, although 
she was an ordnance ship, and had 
brought a great deal of ordnance and 
some soldiers from the Cape ; tiie Cap- 
tain was another, left on account of draw- 
ing so much water; another small trans- 
port vras also left fi*om being leaky. 
These are all 1 at present recollect 

Q. Did you understand that my iten^ 
son for not fixing an;^ specific plan, was 
hiy not having certain mformation, and 
that I therefore meant to take a position, 
to the westward of the* town, and com- 
municate with you on further operatkms? 

A. I certainly understood fix>nl^the 
General, that he should see bis way 
better wbeahe should get np t« the place^ 
and that his intention was to attack fnun 
the westward of tbe town ; but I did not 
understaod (com, bim that be expedcd 
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toiy ^sistancfe fhnn'the navy, more than 
I nave before stated, for the General 
knew that the ships could not be got up^ 
and he requested, when at Barragoh, 
that I would send up the transports 
tovvards the town, to make it appear to 
the enemy tiiat he meant to attack it iti 
inotUer place ; but as 1 before stated, I 
clicl not understand fliat General White- 
locke expected any assistance from arm- 
M vessels in the attack of the place, but 
merely to cover the shore, or land pro- 
visions. As for landing the troops, in the 
first instance, he frequently expressed 
that he only wanted me to land his 
arnw, and he would answer for tlic rest. 

Q. Do you not understand that by 
the M^estem side was meant the Toros? 

A. 1 do. ^ 

Q. Could the schooners have ap- 
pr<»ached so near as to have made any 
use of the carronadfes against the town } 

A. 1 think, dMring a part of tlie flood 
tide that they might, but they could not 
remain there the whole of the tide ; with 
the wind in shore, they would not have 
been able to get ofif aga'ui. 

Examined by the Court 

Q. What was the nature of the Car- 
ipnades ? 

' A. I am not posdtive — some 9-pound- 
ers» generally sf^aki^ig, I think 1 2'pound- 
ers were the hfgest. 

Q. Could you not from the ships have 
funmhed instrunaents which would have 
been of material use in forcing the bar- 
ricadoes and doors of the town, and were 
yott at any time applied to, to fumisli 
such instruments ? 

. A. Certainly I could. Iron crows 
imsJit have been provided from the ships 
if tTiey had been required, but I liad no 
application made to me for that j^rpose, 
nor did I know they were wanted. 

Q. At what disianv*e were the men of 
war from Buenos Ayres on the fourth, 
mid the morning of the fifth of July ? 
.-tz A. The sloops of war were never 
nearer than five or six miles, and they 
were lying in sixteen fathom water. 
Tne'gun^rigs were above the town, and 
1 beheve'»ome were a mile and half, 
others two miles ©r moire from the town ; 
wfien I say the town, I mean to l)e un- 
derstood, u\e shore aljove the town. On 



the 5th they werfe ti^Jat^, anfl on tHfe 
. iiight of the 5th, or motning of thfe 6th, 
four gun-boats werfe ptaced very vMtt 
the town, between the f laza MTortA 
and the Citadel, and v^ere within pOii* 
blank shot of the Citadel. Two schobiiert 
were likewise leading do>^ attht tilrij 
the truce was made, and which would 
have been of service in dispersiilgtlii 
enemy from the church. 

Judge Advocate. I think I dnjht tt 
.stale to the Court that Admiral Mdrr^ 
having, la the course 6f his evid^cf, 
spoken of reports he received firtrni Cap* 
tainsfThompson andBayntun df thenu^ 
I ought, in strictness, to call thesfe 6m* 
cers to confirm what has betti stated bV 
Admiral Murray. At the sam^ tlmel, ft 
does appears to ilie.that the ftrcts statea 
do not require confirmaition, and t think 
all the material evidences have beten safi 
ficiently proved.. I do not, howevei^ 
mean or wish to deprive Lieuten^t-i5e- 
neral Whitelocke of any advantages hd 
might derive from the testimoi^ 61 thesfe 
witnesses, and if he desites I sh^ df 
course call them. 

General fFhiteloclce. I am sb perfedl^ 
satisfied with what Admiral Murray bad 
stated, that I have no desire Whatevei* 
to occupy the time of the court bj call- 
ing Oft tnese genilemeh. 

Captain bctoenport sworn tindezuMndd* 

Q. Are vou the senior sUrvivlAg offi- 
cer of the oth dragoon guards, employ- 
ed upon the expedition aga'mst Buenos 
Ayres ? 
. A. I am. * 

Q. State the orders you I'eceiv^d on 
the 5th of July, and the operations of 
your corps in pursuance of these orders, 
from the time you quitted your canton- 
ments that morning until the close of 
the day ? 

A. 1 can only state the operations, for 
I received no orders. Colonel Kington 
received the orders, and I never heard 
them from him. On the 5th of July, 
the 6th dragoon guards, under the coin- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Kington, 
quitted their cantonments about 6 o'clock 
in the naorning, when some delay was 
occasioned by Colonel Kington missing 
his vvav, and we did not arrive at the 
entrance of the city till 7 b*crock, when 
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when the 6th dragoon guards attempted 
to' advance beyond that. Colonel King- 
ton and Captain Burrell fell. Major 
PIgot of the 9th light dragoons tlien came 
to the head of tlie column, and found it 
impossible to advance; the corps was re- 
treating from tlie right, supposing the 
streets to end at ri^ht angles, and the 
strong reason for which retreat was that 
the enemy were concealed, and we 
could not succeed in getting into the 
houses. The gun in front I then ordered 
to the rear, and we retreated by filfes 
under cover of the houses, beyond the 
first square from the entrance of the 
street Here we found the gun we had 
left in the rear, and met some troops of 
the 9th lieht dragoons, under Lieutenant 
Colonel Withermgton, and which we 
had not seen on enterii^ the town. At 
this period. Captain Foster, General 
Whitelocke's Aid-de-camp came up to the 
column, to whom we communicated our 
transactions. He immediately recom- 
nien«!ed our advancing again to a square 
he pointed out to me, and there to take 
' up a position on the houses ; this bein^ 
effected, the house which I occupied 
being in a very commanding situation, 
I reconnoitered from the top of it, and it 
was from thence I first saw the British 
colours flying on the Plaza del Toros to 
the left on the right, in a position which 
1 conjectured to be the Kesidencia. 



Colonel Bradford came to my post, 
which he told me he considered as tena- 
ble, and after reconnoitering every part 
of it, made the following arrangement : 
A picket of 80 men in the extremity of 
the square, and tlie two field pieces op- 
posite to the only^ two entrances to the 
square. In the evening, Captain Foster 
was with me; observing a very large 
church, within about 50 yards of us, en- 
tirely commanding our position, he de- 
sired me to take possession of it. In 
consequence, I sent an'ftflker and 30 men 
of the 9th light dragoons, to Colonel 
Witberineton to know if I should occupy 
the church. Colonel Witherington sent 
back the men, and ordered a party, of 
his own regiment to take possession of it, 
which was accordingly done: we re-' 
mained two days in this situation, -and 
were constantly fir^d at by the enenny*$ 
stragglers. 

Q. At what hour did you commence 
your retreat? 
A. About 10 o'clock. 
Q. How soon after that did you see 
Captain Foster? 

A. Immediately on our arrival at the 
second square, beyond the extremity of 
the town. 

Q. How soon did you take possession 
of tlie houses ? 

A. With as little loss of time as possi- 
ble, in about Quarter of an hour. 

Q. When did Major Pigot take the * 
command of the 6th dragoon guards, 
which you stated he put himself at the 
head ot, when Colonel Kington and Cap- 
tain Burrell fell ? 

A. As soon as we met with the troops 
of the 9th dragoons under Colonel Wi- 
therington. 

General Whitelocke declined asking 
this witness any questions. 

Examined hy the Courts 

Q. How were the carbineers armed ? 

A. They had carbines and )t>ayonet8, 
and ammunition between thirty and forty 
round sa man, in their pouches. 

Certain Frazcr called, and Jyrfier 
examined^ 

Q. State the orders whkh you receiv- 
ed respecting the disposal of the artillery 
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on the 5th of July, and what you did in 
consequence of these orders; stathig also 
in your answer the number of guns you 
had under your command, and their 
calibre > 

A. The return which I have already 
given in, included the guns taken on 
the 2d which were placed in position. 
There were, besides the guns mentioned 
in orders, two 6-pounders ; but no fur- 
ther orders were received that day re- 
specting the artiHirv- 
, Q. Wherewere these two guns placed, 
and what was their position ? 

A. They were place near to the guns 
which .were taken on the 2d, on the Co- 
ral de Miserare, wliich is a small ,open 
space. Their position was in the line 
opposite the road leading into the city. 

Q. How soon did you see General 
Whitelocke on the morning of the 5th ? 

A. Immediately after returning from 
firing the signal to advance to attack. 
ProliaWy about 7 o'clock, or a little after. 

Q. You stated^ in a former answeri 
that you had received a strict injunction 
from General Whitelocke not to leave 
his side the following day. Did you 
observe that injunction ? 

A. I did not leave the sides of his Ex- 
cdlemcy, except, upon two occasions, 
when I was by his orders sent forward to 
examine and report to him whether the 
Spanish colours on the fort were struck. 

Q. At what period of the day did you 
receive these orders, and how long were 
you absent in executing them ? 

A' I received the first order between 
2 and 3 o'clock in the afternoon, and was 
j»t that time absent not half an hour. J 
received the second prder probably a 
little after 3, and was then absent full 
h^lf an hour, 

Q. Where did you first join General 
Whitelocke on that morning ? 

A. I first joined General Whitelocke 
on the Coral, where the pieces of artil- 
lery were already placed in position. 

Q. Havine stated that you ren^ained 
by General Vv hitelock«'s side by his exr 
press injunction, during the whole of the 
day, except for one hour ; state as cor- 
rectly as you can where General White- 
locke was during that day, beginning 
from the spot where you first joined 
bim. 



A. General Whitelocke wasf on tht 
Coral during the whole of the day, ex- 
cept for a very short interval, when I 
understood his Excellency had retired 
to White's house. It was about two 
o'clock. 

Qi How large is the Coral ? 

A. It is understood to be about 500 
yards one way and 600 the other. The 
Coral is a term applied to a quarter of 
Buenos Ayres, and is an uncertain open 
space. 

Q. State how General Whitelocke was 
employed during the whole of that day ; 
was he riding or walking? 

A. His Excellency was at first pn 
horseback, subsequently dismounted, 
and continued generally dismounted 
during the remainder of the day, and 
generally was within 30 yards of the 
house which had been the head quarters 
of the second in command. 

Q. Is the Coral on such an eminence 
as that the streets of Buenos Ayres and 
the march of the invading columns could 
be seen from it ? 

A. The immediate entrance of 
Buenos Ayres is at the distance of about 
350 yards. At the end of the Coral it 
is higher, so that you cannot see into the 
town, because of the intersection of the 
squares, and part of the suburbs, above 
150 yards. It is also intersected by 
high hedges and orchards. 

Q. Ill en is it to be understood that 
neither the leading streets nor the co- 
lumns could be seen by General White- 
locke that day } 

A. Certainly they could not be seen. 

Q. ITien as General Whitelocke did 
not move from the Coral the whole of 
the day, and could not see any thing of 
the operations of the army, and you 
were by his side during the whole time, 
with the exceptions you have stated; 
how w^s he employed, with the excep- 
tion of the short interval he was at 
White's house ) 

A. In the early part of the day hh 
Excellency sent forward to the centre 
some of his stai'f, to bring information of 
what was going on. Towards the mid- 
dle of the day a communication was 
, opened-witb the brigade on the left; the 
officer who opened that communication 
returned between 1 and 2 o'clock with a 
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lyo^ag^ ^o^iSlif S^nnuf^ Aiicbmuiy;, re- 
q.i^e^ting,a smaU p^rty pf'ajfiUery-m^xi tO' 
l^ sieut to tl^ Pkz^ del Tovos. 

(If, }^(^w soon, after yoii joined him in 
t^ie lno^,^lng, did ^ give you any oi'der^ 
and what were these orders ? 

A. I thiak veiy $09n a^ I joined him 
hff, sent some of i>i^ staff into the centre, 
yatli.orders,ueneralJy, to bring him infor- 
nfatioa of wl^a^^^^s. passing. 

Qi Were the, orders to his staff givet^ 
at once, or at different time^? 

A, M repj^ate4 intervals. 

Q. B^iffeo the ordjers to his staff, state, 
what other orders yotuhearcl him. give 
dy^Bg,th|e iTfjocAing of th^oth. 

^A. ^ mesuma the communication, 
with tjie i^ft was opened by means of 
thjp.ordexsf jssvi^d, 1 have.no, dpubt tlie: 
o(^t went in obedience to order, isr 
s^ea. by Generaj. Whitelocke. In. the 
earlier part of the day, on, my return to 
joiu. hini,; a^ part of the Qth light dra- 
goons,, d^iinouiited, were formed imme- 
diately in the rear of the. artillery, placed, 
in' position ; these dragooi>s, were subse- 
qu^tly raaved to. the left His Excel- 
lency occasionally ordeced the dragoons 
who;wjere abou^t liis person, to pursue 
somff fugitive horsemen who w,ere escap- 
ing from Bneno^ Ayres^ 

Qj, Wnot was tb^ cause of .that change 
ofpbsition in the oragoons ? 

A. These dragoons Were^formed about 
3Q»^cs ii^ the r^ac.pf the artillery, with 
a view, a^. It uinderstood, to protect it. 
It oecufired iq me tbaj; they were.npt ad^ 
vantageously stationed for that purpose, 
and,onjuy ob^ecviiajs this. to his Ejicol- 
leacy, 1 received liis directions to ck> 
sire, the oiKicer who managed, the dra- 
goons, to get in alii^ with the pieces of 
artillery. 

Q. Was there* at. auy tim^, in ^ay 
pait. pf that day, an alarm of. an attack 
pa any paft of the reserve ? 

A. I do. not recollect any particular 
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to induce Grenera} Wbitekx:te to givt;, 
syiy orders on the subject ? 

A. Speaking of the reserve, stationed: 
at the Coral, there certainly was not, 
any alarm, except as I have before stat-r 
ed. The troops that advanced, strictly 
speaking, were not in tlie attack, they 
were merely to take a position. 

Q. Wias there, ox was there not sud\ 
an ^arm as to lead you to give an opi- 
nion to ^xen^ral Whitelocke on tlie 
subject? ^ 

A. There was no alaM ; but it seemed 
to me probable there n^ight be, and I . 
. frequently expressed my opinion that 
the great mass of the fugitives would en- . 
deavour to escape from Buenos Avres 
by the'ceiitre ; that the guns placed in 
lx)sition, would in that case be insti^ntly 
called into, action, and I, therefofie, re- 
peatedly requested his Excellency to,- 
remove from the point of the batteries, 
that tlifr front of them might be opeii. 

Q, Is that the only advice and opinion 
you gave on the subject ? 

A. It was. the only advice or G^pinion. 
I gave on that particular subject. 

Q, State any other orders which you 
can recollect General WlKteiocke tq , 
liaver giv^n. in the coprse of that day ? 

A. 1 think, toward^ the beginning of., 
the afternoon. Lieutenant Cok^nel Brad- 
ford was sent with some orders to tlie . 
centre, the purport of them I dq not. 
know. 

Q. You have stated that General . 
Whitelocke remained in the same posi- 
tion the .whole day : I have repeatedly • 
asked, you. how he employed himself 
di^ring th^ whole of that remarkabie 
day ? 

A. With the exception of-these par-, 
ticular orders, I have stated his Excel- 
lency was w^lkine, backwards. ami foi?- 
. wards, occasionalty issuing his orders, 
' and. anxiously wai(:nig the result of t^e 
as:>ault. , 

Q. At wliat time did you leave tlue 
Coral and accouipany General Whi^ 
locke to head quarters? 

A. I ieit the Coral about iialf,pastfQur: 
o'clock, and accampanitid.. th^ Genera^ 
to.M'^hite's iiouse. 

Qv liow; far is White'i hq\x^ fron\ 
, the Coral .de^Miserare ? 

A. From tlie immediate spot whei^j'j 
*we had been standing, about 600 yards. 
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€i Is White's house so placed as to 
command a more distinct view ot the 
towa than tlie Coral ? 

A. I should imagine the ground oa 
which Wliite's house stands, much about 
the same level; jou may see from it 
the tops of the higli buildings^ but not 
the streets. 

Q. At the time you left the Coral 
with General Whitelocke, had any, and 
what information been received by him, 
whether the li^it biijpde under Greneral 
. Craufurd, and the ^th regiment under 
lieutenant Guard had been defeated, or 
cut off, or succeeded in their respective* 
objects ' 

A. No information was received, or 
had beea received in the course of that 
day. 'The first information received was 
on the morning of the following day. 

Q. After you arrived at Mobile's house, 
did you remain with General W'hite- 
iocke ? 

A. I remained with him, almost with^ , 
cut any exception, until his arrival at 
the Plaza del foros on the following day 
at 1 o'clocjf. 

Q. Statfe what passed after you ar- 
rived at White's house, the orders you 
heard him give, how he was employed 
when you separated for the- night, and 
all that passed during that time. 

A. Oa our arrival at White's house, 
some orders were given for the more 
than usual protection and safely of the 
house. 

Q. State what these orders were. 

A. They were, I think, that some of 
the staft^ should, with some men, be 
stationed in the court yard,, and on t lie 
flat roof during the night. There were 
no other orders- tliat I can-recolteot. I 
do not retncaiber what time I parted 
from him, but 1 lay down to sleep, and 
did sleep in an adjoining room. Some 
conversation passed which related to the 
right flank being open, and I umlerstood 
that on the followingjnorning a.commu- 
nication should aocov^lingly be opened. 

Q. Can you tell 'from any commui>w 
cation that' you had with GeneialVVhitje- 
iocke> . wh.y, no / attempt bad been m ade 
to open that communication duiiug; ti^ 
day of the 5th? 

A. I caaoojt tell , from, any.convcrsa^ 
lion I held with, General WhileH>i^&oi%> 
that day^^wl^ja^CiWiliumiaiktHUkWiaft'iiot 
opened* 



"Q. Was there any rea^^on* assigned, ia 
the course of conversation, why that 
communication could be more readily 
opened* in the morning of the 6th, tluui 
ot: the 5th? 

A. There was no reason given — I dd 
not imagine there was ^ reason. 

Q. Having stated that you heard Ge* 
neral Whitehx^Jte aive jio other orders 
than sueh as related ta the satety of the 
house, aud a conversation respecting the 
opening: of a commwiitation with the 
right tiank OB the 6th, is this alfyou cai| 
remember flf the manner in winch G^ 
neral Whitelocke was employed duriiig 
the 3 or 4 hours whieli you state passea 
between his arrival at \\ bite's liouse-aud» 
your separating for the night ? 

A» Some oonversation might have 
t^en place is to the events or success of 
the morning, but as tiie comniunicatiou^ 
witb-the right flank was^ mostly talked ot^i 
it naade the greatest impression on my» 
mind; tiiese are all the circumstance* 
witlnn my recollection. 

Adjourned until tO'nK>rrow. 



TWENTYSIXTH' DAY. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 3. 

The Court being met, pursuant to ad- 
journment, Captain Frazer was again 
called, and further examined. 

Q. State what passed during the 
night and the following morning, iintil 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke went to. 
the Plaza del Tx)ros. 
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preceding day. I tliink too that then 
* General VVhitelocke intimated his inten- 
tion of going to the Plaza del Toros. His 
Excellency desired me to have the six- 
pounder and park of artillery' ready to 
accompany him to the Plaza del Toros. 
I think, but am not sure, that this con- 
versation took place before the arrival 
of an orderly serjeant from the Plaza del 
Toros, and who was the bearer <rfa com- 
munication from General Liniers, which 
I understood had been sent to General. 
Whitelocke at the Plaza del Toros, and 
vas forwarded from thence by order of 
^ir Samuel Auchmuty. General White- 
locke, on opening this letter, shewed it 
to me, and requested I would translate it 
for I)im. Upon looking over it, and 
partly comprehending it, I replied to his 
txcellency that I was not sufficiently ac- 
quainted with the Spanish language. 
General Whitelocke then shewed it'to 
Captain Squires of the engineers, who 
did read and explain it to the General. 
Thene was no other person about the Ge- 
neral at that instant. Major-general 
Govrer being about thirty yards distant, 
and nearer than any other officer. Ge- 
neral Whitelocke shewed the letter to 
General Gower, and I retired to some 
distance, as I did not wish to appear to 
hear the conversation that passed between 
the two generals. I think an answer was 
trritten to this comnjunication from Ge- 
neral Liniers. General Whitelocke 
again intimated his intention of going to 
the Plaza del Toros ; and after some de- 
lay the column, consisting of the 9th dra- 
goons, some mounted dragoons of the 
17th, some few infantry mien, of what 
corps I do not recollect, marched from 
the Coral de Miserai^e, at about \2 
o'clock, and arrived at the Plaza del To- 
ros, I think, about one, but the hour I 
am not quite certain of. 
/ Q. Did you examine the guns at the 
Plaza del Toros ; and if you did, state 
"the number of guns fit for service, or that 
might have been made so. 

A. Immediately on my arrival at the 
Plaza del Toros, 'I went to reconnoitre 
and examine what situations were suited 
to the erection of batteries against the 
city of Buenos Ayres. I did not myself 
examine the guns, but they were ex- 
amined and reported to me. There 
were 1 1 pieces of ordnance from 36 to 



38 pounders, which were immediately 
serviceable. Exclusive of such guns as 
had been captured at the Retiro, there 
were besides at the Coral de Miserare 
three pieces which werfe immediately ser- 
viceable. Of ordnance spiked, whkh 
might have been rendered serviceable, 
there were IJO. There were, moreover, 
of ordnance embarked from Monte Vi- 
deo, and which 1 presume might have 
been landed in a few hours, 12 pieces of 
ordnance, making a^jtotal of 36 pieces of 
ordnance from 36 to ft pounders, which 
last I consider the lowest calibre eligible 
for the purposes then required. It may 
be explanatory to remark, that having 
examined the J^panish arsenal, I reported 
to General Whitelocke that I possessed 
every means for the erection and ser\nce 
of such batteries as might be fonned of 
the above, and .which were proper for 
tl)e purpose. No exact accoutit of the 
ordnance ammunition was then taken ; 
but afterwards, in the aftemoon, such ac- 
count wa^ taken ; and 4 did then, and ck> 
now, confidently believe there were not 
less than 600 barrels of powder, contain- 
ing 90 pounds each barrel. 

Q. Who was it n^ade that report to 
you? 

A. The report of the calibre of the 
guns that were spiked and not spiked was 
made to me by a corporal. I subse- 
quently examined them myself, and 
ioimd his report to be Correct. 

Q. What was your opinion, as an artil- 
lery officer, of the facility which the pos- 
session of the Phiza del Toros, afforded to* 
wards the establishment of batteries, and 
other inilitary operations against the 
lown? 

A. I did conceive and express my opU 
nion that the possession of the Plaza del 
Toros afibrded every facility for the 
establishnient of batteries against the 
town, the most eligible situation for 
erecting them being marked out b^ Cap-r 
tain Sciuires and myself. 

Q. Were you at any time, and when, 
consulted by General Whitelocke on 
that subject ? 

A. Immediately after our arrival at 
the Plaza del Toros, at one o'clock in 
the afternoon of the 6th ; and aft«r gOr 
ing down to reconnoitre towards the 
banks of the Plata, from whence the 
fort was clearly and distinctly discern- 
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Ible; and after gotnff from thence to 
the amphitheatre of the Plaza del To- 
ros, fi*om the top of which 1 was spe- 
cially ordered to come to General 
Whitelocke, then at the Retiro. He? 
asked me in a general manner as to the 
power we .possessed of erecting batteries 
agatinst the citadel. I replied that I 
would ri|n to the arsenal (a distance Of 
about 300 yards), and after seeing the 
resources in ammunition and stores, 
would give his Excellency a decided an- 
swer. 1 did so, and^'did give to his Ex- 
cellency the following answer : *' There 
is an abundance ot ammunition and 
stores, and I will pledge myself to your 
Excellency that between 20 aftcf 30 
pi^es of artillery shall play upon the 
town to-morrow morning.'* Some ob- 
jections were started, that some of the 
heaviest guns were spiked ; to which I 
replied, that I w^ould oe responsible that 
they should be unspiked. It was ob- 
served tliat the city would be set on fire 
by them : I answered, that the experi- 
ment might be made ; and that at all 
events the enemy must be dislodged by 
it from that quarter of the city. 

Q. What quarter of the city did you 
mean? 

A. That quarter which would be im- 
mediately exposed to the fire from the 
Plaza del Toros. 

Q. State, as accurately as you can, 
the distance between the rlaza del 
Toros and the fort? 

A. In a straight line about 1650 yards. 

Q. Would it, or would it not, be prac- 
ticable to destroy any of the traverses 
between the line of fire of the Plaza del 
Toros and the fort ? 

A. With a view to the destruction 
of the fort, it might have been practi- 
cable to erect batteries on the low ' 
ground on the beac h of the Plata against • 
the fort ; but the fort was a contemptible 
work, which, if battered in breach must 
have fallen in a few Wpurs. 

Captain Squires again called, and fur- 
ther examintd* 

Q. Did you proceed from the Coral 
de Miserare to the Plaza del Toros with 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke on the 
6th? 

A. I did. 



« Q. What was your opinion, as an* 
officer of engineersy of the fiacility which 
the possession of the Plaza del 1 oros af- 
forded towards the establishment of bat- 
teries, and other military operations ^ 
against Buenos Ayres t 

A. I did think it a very favourable 
position for the establishment of batte- 
ries; and we possessed ample means, in 
consequence of the capture of the ar- 
senal of the enemy, for establishing these 
batteries. 

Q. Would it, or would it not, in your 
judgment, have been practicable, with 
the nieans you had, to cannonade and 
bombard the town with eftect from the 
Plaza del Toros? 

A. T do think tiiat batteries wovdd have 
been effectual. 

Lieutenant-colonel Torrenr again called, 
and further exununed. 

Q. Were you with General White- 
locke on the 5th of July ? 

A. Part of the day. I was repeatedly 
absent from him in the course of the 
day. 

Q. State what ordere you received 
from General Whitelocke that day gene- 
rally, as far as your memory can serve ; 
not only as to the orders with regard to 
yourself, but those orders you received- 
to communicate to others. 

A. It having been reported, about * 
nine o'clock that mornujg, that a body 
of the enemy's cavalry had formed in 
our rear. Captain Whittingham and I 
went to reconnoitre them with 1 6 mount- 
ed dragoons of the 17th, and about 30 
dismounted of the 9th. When I pro- 
ceeded a little way I found this force was 
more considerable than I had at first 
imagined ; and I sent Captain Blake, 
assistant Quarter-master-general, to re- 
port that I thought it my duty to attack 
them. We were absent on this duty 
about three hours ; and having dispersed 
this body, which consisted of about 300 
horse, we returned to the Coral. Ge^ 
neral Whitelocke, about tJiree o'clock, 
desired I would write to Lieutenant-co* 
lonel Witherington, who commanded the 
centre, expressing his surprise that the 
men were plundering the abandoned 
houseSj and ordering him to u<e every 
exertion to prevent such irreg ilaritic*. 
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The General tjien desired I would 
UTite to Brigadier Sir Samuel Audhmu- 
ty, orderi.ig him to retain his ' position, 
ind ri^maia on the defensive tilt he liim- 
self should arrive the next morning. 
Captain VVhittingham and I, with some 
other officers of the statf, had been walk- 
ing on the Coral a little after two o'clock, 
when General Whitelocke came up, and 
said he did not like to order any per- 
son, but he would feel himself obliged to 
any officer who would go to the left, and 
bring information of Sir Samuel Audi- 
unity's situation. ' Captain Wh'rttingham 
im mediately oflfered his services, and vvas 
/ desired to select what he tliougbt a suf- 
ficient escort. He took 10 or 12 dra- 
goons, and about 30 or 40 infantry. I 
cannot speak with any precision of the 
number; and withthe^ I understood he 
proceeded to the Recolita, as a marked 
^ point, and then felt his way to the Plazd 
del Toros, where he found Sir Saniju^l 
Auchmuty. He met several armed 
people in his way, who repeatedly fired 
at him; but having cleared the hedges 
with his infantry, he found no difficulty in 
his furtlier progress. He thought it so 
essential to bring a report to the Com- 
mander of the forces without loss of 
time, that he left the infantry at the 
Plaza del Toros, and gallopped back 
wUh the dragoons. He reported Sir Sa- 
muel Auchmut^-'s success, in his liaviug 
taken 30 pieces of cannon and 600 pri- 
soners, with the arsenal full of stores and 
ammunition, and having ooened a com- 
munication with Captain Thompson of 
the navy, who commanded the gim- 
boats. '^The Brigadier-general recom- 
mended that tlie Commander in Chief 
should move head-auarters to the Plaza 
dd Toros that niglit. To the best of 
my recollection this was the wiiole of 
Captain Whittingham's report. 

Q. Did Captain Whittingham state 
to General Whitelocke how long he had. 
taken in going and returning from the 
Plaza del Toros, and at what hour did he 
make this report ? 

A. He made his report about a quar- 
ter before four o'clock. . I was not pre- 
sent, nor did I hear him report the trans- 
action. He was ordered to go about 
two o^clock. I should have stated that 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty had expressed a 
great want of arlillcry-mcn, and a de- 



tachment of about 30 wiere sent td last 
half an hour after Captain Whittingham 
made his report. No ottier orders were 
given that I know of. 

Q. When Captain Whittiuffham had 
made his report, did General Whrtelodi^ 
^ive any, and what, reason for not cora- 
plyhig with the wish of Sir Samuel Auch- 
muty. to repair himself to the Plaza dd 
Toros that evening ? 

A. I understood General Whitdocke 
would pot quit tlie centre till he should 
receive a report from the right flank, 
particularly from Brigadiet-general 
Crauftird. 

Q. With the exception of this order 
given to Captam Whittingham about two 
aclock on that day, do you know of ar^y 
other attempt made by the General per- 
sonally, or otherwise, to co-operate with 
and support the columns of the ariny > 

A. \Vlien I returned from the pursuit 
of the cavalry which I have related, 1 
heard that the carbineers and the ^ 
light dragoons had been pushed upon 
one of die centre streets, and had been 
repulsed with loss. Ahont half-pa§t one 
o'clock Brigade-major Costly wa« sent 
with a few dragoons to feel his way to- 
wards his right, but returned in a few mi- 
nutes, and reported it impracticable. I 
am not acquainted with any other at- 
tempt at co-operation. 

Cf. Do you know the amount of the 
force composing the reserve on that ^y } 
By reserve I mean that part of the army 
which did not form any of the columns 
engaged in the attack, or the corps un- 
der Colonel Mahon. 

A. There were about 1050, or 1100 
men of the troops you allude to : but 
I include in that number near 100 men 
attached to the Commissary, and about 
180. left by the dillerent regiments in 
ciiarge of tne knapsacks. 

Q. Did you 'quit the Coral wiCh Ge- 
neral Whitelocke on the evening of the 
5th ? 

A. When it became nearly dark I 
quitted the Coral with General White- 
locke and the rest oflhe staff. 

Q, When you stated that you di4 not 
hear General* Whitelocke give anv other 
orders, did you mean to incluae wbat 
passed af Mr. WhiteVi house ? 

A. No. I heard General White- 
locke, sqme time after our artiv'al at Mr. 



DigitizedbyVj QOgl C_ 



YKIAL OF i.lSt;TBKAVT-GSN£&AL WaiT£LOCK». 



151 



^l^ite^s lioitse, give orders to his Aide- 
^e-Camps to keep watch at the top of 
the bouse, and relieve each other every 
hour or every two hours. That was the 
ontf order I heard -him give that night. 
The Lieutenant-general might have 
given many orders without my know* 
ledge. I was frequently absent. 

Q* J^o, or do you not ktiow of any 
reasons which prevented Lieutenant- 
gen. Whitelocke from giving any support 
or co-operation to the different engaging 
columns of his army personally or other- 
wise during the 5th? 

A. Not having any conversation di- 
rectly or indirectly on the subject of at- 
tack on that day, I am not acauainted 
with any of tbe motives by which he 
might have been actuated. I had un- 
derstood that the Lieutenant-general 
waited for the reports from the different 
jcoitmms before he decided on any, and 
what, co-operation. 



' Q. Was any other artillery officer^ 
except Captain Frazer, to your know- 
ledge, at the Coral when the artillery- 
men were sent to Sir Samuel Auc^ 
muty ? 

A. No other artillery oflBcer was at 
the Coral at that time. 

Q. About what hour was that re- 
port made by Captain Foster ? 

A. I did not attend to Captain Fos« 
ter's report, but 1 saw the colours my* 
self about half-past one o'clock. 

Q. Had not all communication been 
cut off between the reserve and the at* 
tacking columns before that report wa^ 
made? And could any communication 
have been opened without an armed force 
from the reserve ? 

A. I believed all communication to 
have been cut offbefi^re that report was 
made ; and I do not believe it couht 
have been kept up without an arme4 
force. 



Cross'exatnined by General fFhiUlocke, l^-exaiMned by tfte J^udge*Advocate. 



Q. Do you remember it being re- 
ported to me that three of our colours 
were flying in different parts of the 
town; and that pUr men were seen on 
the top of the building, where the cen- 
tral colours were flying ? 

A. I do rememoer the report bemg 
made by Captain Foster, and I iremem- 
berto have seen the colours myself from 
an advanced situation. 

Q. Do you remember me receivingf 
information in the course of the Sth, and 
at what time, of tlie colours of the fort 
, having been struck ? 

A. About One o^clock some one re- 
ported tliat the Spanish colours at tbe 
lort had struck ; but I went forward my- 
sdf, and perceived with mv glass that 
. they were only hanging alxjut the flag- 
«tafli the day bTeii^ remaikably cakn. 
* Q. Had you any reason to suppose, 
from any thing you heard, or any thing 
i that passed on the 5 th, that any of the 
general officers, or officers command'mg 
brigades, had any doubt of the success 
of the attack, or any apprehension of its 
failure ? 

A. I did not hear, either previous to, 
or during the attack, any apprehensions 
expressed as to its failure, at least by any 
^f the (^cen about us* 



Q. You have stated that no appre- 
hensions were entertained of tbe suogess 
of the jplan: were the general ofiicers 
consulted on it ? 

A. I was never present at any consul- 
tation of the general officers respecting 
the plan, with the exception of 6eneral 
Gower, whom I have heard speak to the 
General on the subject of the plan* 

Q. You have stated that nq appre- 
hensions were expressed by any of the 
officers during the attack. Had not 
Captain Whittmgham reported the total 
failure of the attack mad^ by Brigadier- 
general Lumley's brigade ? 

A. Captain Whittingham reported 
that General Lumley's brigade had ^len 
back on the Toros, with the exceptionof 
the 88th^ /which had been made pfi- 
soners. 

Sxamined by the Court, 

Q. Did you write or send any order 
to Colonel Mahon by General White- 
locke's durections on the 5th of July ? 

A. None whatever. 

Q. Was any intelligence received of 

or from Colonel Mahon previous to or 

during the attack, as to where he was 

with uie column under his command ; or 
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was it Jroowa where he was during the 
5tliof Jul]j ? 

A, No mfonnation was received from 
Colonel Malwii during the 5th ; but it 
was presumed that he was^^osted to the 
eastward of the bridge, in conformity to 
Ihc ordei-s he had received the pre- 
ceding evening. 

Q. In the course of the 5th of July 
was it proposed to the General, or did 
the Greneral propose to ptit himself at 
the head of the reserve to force a pas- 
sage, and penetrate to the support ot the 
several coq>s, who by his orners had ad- 
Iranccd to the attack of the town ? 

A. I never heard, in the course of 
that day, of any such proposition being 
made to or by General Whitelocke. 

Q. Did the General himself ever' go 
fbr\vard to observe, in consequence cff 
any reports yon stated to have been 
fnade to him during the 5th ? 

A. He did not go forward to observe 
in conseauence of such reports at any 
pefiod while I was at head-quarters. 

Q. Was the impression on the mind 
<>f tiie General and of the offirers about 
him, on the evening of the 5th, when 
yon retired to White's house, that the 
attack of the army had been successful ? 

• A. Gaieral Whitelocke expressed 
great anxiety about the right, 'rhe im- 
pre^on of complete success was not, I 
be!ieve, on the mind of any one person 
present, as we had heard of the capture of 
the 88th ; but great hoj^es were enter- 
tained of a favourable position having 
been taken up on the left flank of the 
i»nemy, from our having seen the colours 
flying on Our right. 

"Q. Do you know if any attenipt had 
been made to ascertain whether Colonel 
Mahon bad received the order of the 
4th, or to kno^* whether he had arrived 
at the place where he was ordered > 

A. 1 do not know of any such attempt 
having been made on that Hay. Brigade- 
major Costley received, orders at one 
time that day to proceed to the right, 
but I am not acquainted with the precise 

• orders he received. 

Q. Do you, or do you not, know 
whether the bridge across the Chuelo 
was in possession of the enemy during 
the time the head-quarters of the army 
were at Whiter house? 

A. I did not know that the bridge 



across the Chuelo was in possCTston of 
the enemy, but shotfld suppose he could 
not have remained there, as his retreat 
could be cut off from the town. 

Q. Could it be ascertained whether 
the colours you alluded to were flying 
from the convent of St. Domingo or tht 
Residencia ? 

A. The colours I saw were certainly 
supposed to be at tlie Residencia, as they 
were dose down era the river. 

Lieutenani-colonel Malum agmn called^ 
and farther examined. 

Q. ^\^iere did you receive the ordtf 
dated the 4th of J u ly .' 
A. At Reduction. 

Q. Stalte what you did m conseqoencc 
pf that Order. 

A. I marched as speedily as I could, 
atid reaching the bridge over the Chuelo, 
and finding it standing, I took a positioa 
there about dusk on the 5th, ieavinc tlic 
rear guard on the .opposite side of the 
river from Buenos Ayres, and under the 
comand of Major Gwyfi, of tlie 45th. i 

Q. At what hour did you march from 
Reduction? 

A. About 1 1 o'clock. 

Q. • Did you meet with any, and 
what, obstacles from the enemy, on your 
march from- Reduction to the bridge? 

A. None whatever, 

Q. After this order, which yo« re- 
ceived at 20 minutes after 10 o'clock oo 
the morning of the 5th, did you receive 
any, and what, orders from General 
Whitebdke in the course of that day ? 

A. None. 

Q. Iliat order stated that you were to 
take post at some distance firom the 
bridge. What reason led you to proceed 
beyond Jt ? 

A. On arriving at, as f conceived, a 
safe distance from ^he river and the 
Iwidge, I sent forward • Brigade^majof 
Stewart ; and finding the bridge standuig 
and undefended, 1 judged it was proper 
to advance across with the column, kar- 
ing the rear guard on the other sid». 

Q. Had you any reason, in the coarse 
of the 5th, on your march towafds the 
bridge, to know that the British forces 
were attacking the town of Buenos 
Ayres? 

A. Yes. I heard the firing commtoioe 
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idbout balf past six o'fcWck in the mom- 
t^ig. 1 could hear distinctly, as the wind 
JWew fairly from (hence to me, 

Q. Were the tro«f)s under your com- 
Kiftnd, in which yo« include the seamen, 
amounting to 1800, in a situation to co- 
operate in the attack^ had yoii received 
orders to do so ^ 

A. They were, with the exception of 
« few invalids. 

Q. In what situation did the corps un» 
der your command pass the night of the 
itli f 

A. That part not on duty, as pickets 
or other guards, were in. cantonments 
in very large good houses, in the vil- 
lAge of Barracca, >Yith the exc^oa of 
the rear guard. 

' Q. What distance wis Barracca from 
the Coral de Miserare ? 

A. 1 cannot state the distance cor- 
p«:tiy in a straight line. We were orderol 



A. I s\]ppose abont-^one mik and* 
half; not more. 

Q. Had you known the situation of 
the 45th, could you have co-operated 
with them on the night of the 5thi 

A. I think I could. 

^ . f 

Captain Foster sworn, and examined. 

Q. Were you aide-de-camp tp X^eu- 
tenant-general Whitelocke on the expe- 
ditioa against Buenos Ayres ? , 

. A. I was. 

Q. Were you with General White- 
lo9ke on the 5th of July ? 

A. I was, except during the tim/e I 
was in execution of his orders. 

Q. State what orders you received 
from General Whitelocke that day;, 
what you did in consequence of these 
orders, and how long you were in the 



to approach it circuitously. Tiie village employment absent froin Gen. White 



of. Qajiracca h close to the brid^. 

Q, What orders did you receive from 
Lieul^n«iit7geoer;al Whitelocke on the 
<Klij a^iwhat did you ia consequence of- 
^ese orders ? 



locke in execution of his orders. 

A. The ^rst order I recieved from« 
General Whitelocke was on the morning 
of the 5th. Titere was some firing on 
the left, and I was directed by the Ge* 



A. About 11 o'clock,. on the 6th, Cap- ^f'^^ to see what it was, I went to the 

tain ,Whi^i)||ha$n arrived with a com- ^i} sind found it was our own sentinels 

paoy of the 8fttt^,aiHl brougirt me orders ^ing at individual^ of the enemy making 

to niarch to a house which had b^ea their escape out of the town, A non- 

liead(|uarters,at the Miseracf. Captain commissioned officer reported to me 

Whittingham left a Spanish prisoner to that the enemy were coHecthig in some 

shew me a circuitoQfiwayto Mr. White's ^orce furtlier to our left and rather ia 

house* without approaching too close to ^^ r^^ar. I |]^oceeded to reconnoitre 



the town. 

Q. How long did you remain there ; 
and when dki you viaaeh to the Plata 
del Toros i 

A. 1 marched to the Miserare, whicK 
rdid not reach till sun^^t on the 6th ; I 
reovaii^d thereon the 7th, and at one 



tl^ir position^ and found them to be 
about two hundred cavalry, but. not 
fonned in any regular order: they wene 
at this time about a quarter of a mile 
distant. I returned to General White- 
locke and reported this circumstance. I 
was soon after oi^dered by Gen. VVhite- 



o'clock on the Bth . I marched to the . l<^kc to go into the town of 3uenos 
Plaza ^i Toros according to ord^r^; I Ayres^ and endeavor to s^certaih the 



liid not arrive there till sun-set. 

Q. Were the troops luider your cjoro- 
inand, consisting of l^QO men acid 200 
sailors with -the artillery> ever en^^ged 
vHtb the e^eray during th« expediUoo 
against ]Bue©os Ay re^ ? 

A. The body qi the colunan was not ; 
the flsmkers and rear guard had some 
skirmishing m the course of the march. 

Q. What distance was your post oif 
S^rraccas from the Kesid«jicia ? 



positions of the attacking columns. This 
wiis rather before IQ o'clock I think. I 
went to the. centre of the town, and di- 
r^ted myself where I lieard tiring. I 
advanced about a mile wheQ t met a 
dctacbnjent of tlie 6tb dragoon guardi 
ao^ part of the dth light drago(»is, re- 
tiring down one of the central streets 
in some confusion, I spoke to some offi- 
cers, particularly Captain Davanport of 
the 6th dragoon gua;rd9» and leame4 
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iroi* him ^at thit eorp» h^d been one 
of the first to attack and had failed. 
; Q. Did 3rou report to General White- 
Itdce the situation of the 6th dragoon 
guards ^d the 0th light dragoons? < 

A- I did some tinio afterwards^ •. I 
previously pointed out to the officers a 
piace which I conceived a defensible si- 
tuation, which the^y* immediately placed 
their men in, having a square in front 
which die enemy must pass to attack 
them. The enemy were at the other 
end of it. firmg occationaliy gr^e and 
found shot, but very inetfectuaHy. I 
then reconnoitred (torn the tops of those 
houses which were in the most com- 
manding sitii^ons,and observed the Bri- 
tish colours flying about .a mile distant 
pn the Hit,' I also saw the Kinff*s colours 
of tome regiment flymg on a »rge buil* 
Sx^ at n^y right, something more than 
91 mile distant, vnth an intermediate^ po- 
•ition which i toe4^ to be a church, from 
whid) I could plainly distm^nh the ri* 
^ corps with ivro or three light infantry 
ncn. TiMfrc was some very heavy 
^ng of musketry between the east po« 
sition and the place from which I recon^ 
nokred. 1 did not observe any troops 
whatever. Having made these observa- 
tions I returned to General Whitelocke 
and reported these circpntstances. This 
was about 1 1 o*cIodc. I was soon after- 
wards ordered a- second time into the 
town by General Whitelodce, to observe 
whether thepositk>ns were changed, and 
the practicability of'communicatingwith 
them. I returned' to the position I had 
left the 6th dragoon guards and 9th light 
dragoons in, and found them as before 
stated. I then endeavored to j[>enetrato 
to the Tjght, and likewise to the left, by 
feeling my way wKh 3 few men; ! found 
it impracttcabfeto communicate with any 
of our troops on either side, owing to the 
intermediate positions of the enemy. I 
returned thembre to General Whiter 
Ipcke and made my report *;cordi^gly. 
I was several times dunng the day, and 
vntil dark at night, ordered to report 
^ny circumst^ice that might arise with* 
\n my obsenatiqn^ b^t nothing partictt^ 



lar did occur, and I rejoined the Oe* 
serai,' after dark, at a house established 
as head quarters, called White's house, 
lirom the ton of whieh I was desired to 
kx>k out, which I did for two or three 
hours. 

Q, In the report which you made to 
General Whitelocke at half past eleven 
o^xlock, did you describe the situation 
of the house &0m which you made your 
observations? 

A. I did; and communicated to tho 
General th<k it was the position in which 
I had left the 6th and 9th dragoons. 

Q. State as accurately as vou can the 
distance olthat bouse from the CoraL 

A. A» far as I can judge, within a 
mile ; I may not be exactly correct. . 

Q. Did or did not Lieutenant-geae^ 
ral Whitelocke make any atterot>t theoi 
or at any other tin>e during the eoorse 
of the 5th, personally to aaceftsdn the 
pofHtion of the attacking columns? 

A. During the times I was with Ge< 
neral Whitelocke he certain^ did not 

Q. Have voa any reasoD to know 
wbT the LStiitewMit<:^;eBefal - did not 
mJce such an attempt f 

A. I have not. 

Q. With the exceptkm of the orders 
whkh you received, and the orders giv^ 
to Captain WhittiiY|^iam about 9 o'clock 
to proceed to the Fia«a del Toe^s, do 
you know d aby attempts made bj 
IJeutenant^eneral Whhelocke during 
that day to commumcale with the at- 
tacking colunms? 

A. I do not* 

Q. Had you of had ywi nOtany ret* 
son to think, froin the observatton you 
made, tbat a oominuoication miM Mve 
been opened with one or other ot the 9ltr 
tacking a>lM.naB< if a proper fofce bad 
been tent for that purpose f 

A. I had 1^ opportunity of knovnng 
accurately the kice the enemy hail in 
the intennediate streets and tops ti 
houses but froiA the number which i»i 
stantly kept firing wnenever a scMm 
shewed Ins head. I made the aMrapt 
myself and found it impracticable. 

Ac^otirx^ed u^til to-mo|row.. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

FRIDAY MARCH 4. 

The Court being met according to aJ^ 
journmsntf Captain Foster uhjis again 
called andjurtber examined. 

Q. Whiit escort had yoo when you 
penetrated into the town in pursuance of 
orders ? 

A. When I attempted to go to th* 
right or to the letl, I had no more than 
six n^en with n>e at any time. 

Q. Can you judge from your failure 
of success in attempting to penetrate 
with an escort of six men, whether you 
might not have succeeded if you had 
had five or six hundred ? 

A. I did not think it would have been 
practicable without a large force: it 
might hare been done in the environs^ 
but through the town I should have sup- 
posed it ytty difficult. 

Q. Have j^ou any reason to know, 
that a communication might not have 
been opened with the right or left iHwk 
^t any period of the Sfll by a proper 
escort? 

A. At the time I made my second re- 
port, I understood at head quarters that 
Major Costley had made the attempt 
unci had failed altogether. I cannot 
itate the force he had with him. 

Q. Suppos'mg Ms^or Costley }iad only 
two or three dragoons with him, should 
you have considered that a propjer es- 
cort for the purpose? 

A. I should have considered one drar 
glx>n, or myself going singly, sufficient 
to have obeyed the order ; but, in mv 
<^imon, there must have been difficul- 
ties in either case. 

Q. You have stated that you yourself 
havv made the attempt to reconnoitre 
ynth six meri, and could not proceed. 
if Ms^or Costley went wHh two or three 
dragoons would you h^ve thought that 
a proper escort with a view to open a 
communication wHh ^ny of the attack- 
ing columns? 

A. If it is thought necessary I shall 
expla'm. The situations were very 
dinferent. Major Costley was at head 
qMrters ip the environs of the town. I 
H^ ^ mile in the town^i conse^ently the 



difficulty was greater. The eoemj w«re 
skulkiiifi; in thue hedges and in all dn«c» 
tious. He could have communicated by 
skirting the town ; I was obliged to go 
through tbt town, but \m either case I 
should have considered a few dragoons 
insufficient. 

Ci*o$$^examined by General Whitehckt^ 

Q. How long have you been in the 
service? 

A. Four and twenty yean. 

Q. Were you not heutenQot-coknei 
of th^ tweoty*fourth when in Egypt ? 

A. I was. 

Q. And did you not aho serve in the 
active campaign in the West Indies. 

A. I served nearly seven ycin in tbe 
West Indies, both during tbe war and 
otherwise, in the comnumd of a light 
company. 

Q. ^^ hat was the object of advancwg 
the ninth lia^t dragoons and cartnneets 
into the town \ 

A* The ninth light dragoons and c«w 
bineers had been stationed as m reserve. 
I shouM suppose the object of advano* 
ing them was to take up a central posi- 
tion. General Whitelockedid not com- 
munkate his Idea to me, nor did I know 
they were advanced until I met ^MXn 
returning through the town. 

Q. Did Inever mentkm my Ideato 
yonshice? 

A. You may in oonversatkm 8lnce> 
b«t never at that time. 

Q. After the^ilure of the ninth light 
dragoons and carbineers, do you tmnk 
that any force I had in reserve, with re- 
ference to the case of the artiHery and 
the prkoners could have made tlieir way 
through the centre of the town, and 
joined General Craaford{ 

A* It did not require gping thropgl^ 
the centre of the tofwn. General Crau-. 
furd's position was somewhat to the right; 
the sixth and nmtli dragoons were per- 
fectly efficient in the situation where 
they were, though they i^ad been beforcL 
repulsed* 1 4onH tl^nk they couki havci 
penetrated through the town, but under 
circumstances of great ^fficulty, to Ge^ 
neral Craufurd's position. 

Q. Did you go into the town on the 
6thor 7th of July m exec^ti^ of my 
ofders? 
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' A. I fM, both oatfee 6th and 7th. 

Q. W'h^U report did you make to me 
of the observations youliad inadeoii the 
slate anii disposition of the inkibitants,- 
ami ti>e coiitjfoul Gcoeral Liniers had 
over- tliem .^ . . 

A. In the afternoon of the 7lh, aSpaf 
nish officer came with a Hag of truce to 
tUc PJaza tJel Toros about hah past two 
oV-lock, when 1 was in conversation with 
ijieui^l Whilelocke^ ai>d iaroBght a i^- 
presciitation from General Liniers that 
tlte British ioree within the towjQ had 
4red and actually sl>ot two Spaniards, 
and comptainitig of thi« conduct as. ;;l 
bleach of the truce, which, if persisted 
i»i^ he could not be answeraUe tor the 
lives of the prisoners. I was mdered to, 
vetiti:nwtth the Spanish <|Riceiv taking 
Vfhik me an escort and a Hag o£ truce,' 
vritU aa .assurance to genttral Dniers 
that the circumstance was unkiiown at.' 
liead i^uarters; and imist l>ave arisen 
throfigli some mistake. On arriving at 
the great square leading to the fortt I * 
fottud it occupied bj three or four, thmi- 
Ss^l of i\}^ armed rabble, who in a laost 
ins^Htog way refused to acknowledge 
tlie flag, or ailow me to pass> They at 
t^ same time insulted the e*cort aod 
myself, by spitting at ws andhring over . 
, Qiur heads, as it were to intimidate \\s^ , 
We were in this maimer detained nearly * 
hfllCaa heur, when two Spaiiish oiiit^s 
mounted, with some dragoons, came and 
fpndttct^ roe, to tlie barrier of fcl>e fort, ' 
which on being opened tt^ raW>le forced* 
tiiehr way before me, and it waSv with 
some difficulty 1 was conducted to the. 
room where General Liniers was. The 
avenues were crouded by the rabble who 
were calling out for Sigmra Pack,. 
meanip^ Colonel Pack. General Li- 
niers was at this time talking with some 
o^the rabWe who. Jiad forced their \i^y 
into t lie room,. where there were a num- 
ber of B**itisli oflScers, and he at that mo- 
nieut seiaed one of the most turbuleirt of 
the rabble by the jieck and threatejied 
him* 1 delivered to Genei:al Liniers 
the orders! had rec^ved from General 
^Vhitelocke, which he apparently ex- 
plained to the mob who had broken into 
the rooni,' and who seemed in soo^e 
measure tranquilized by it. Th.ei?e 
were at that time, tjiio or three priiests 
standing about Colonel Pack's chaij*, I 



supposed for tlie purpose of protectinj^ 
lym : the p^ily had been dimnjg aiid the 
clodi not yet removed. I asked iut a 
Spanish escfir^ wliich had now become 
aiisolutcly necessary with my own, and 
obtained it. On Fe-enteriqg the ^ourt 
}^ird going into tlW great square, I found 
the violence of the m^b apparently very 
much increased: they insulted us in the 
same mannor, and 1 was detailed more 
than an hour, durii^fwhiclj I thought 
we should have f-^llen a sacrifice to their, 
r<t^,and it was not witliout the greatest 
(ixertions of the.Spanlsii escort, th^ we 
were allow ed U) go forward. It was dark, 
before I reached head quarters, when I 
made tikis re}>ort ne.irly i» the same, 
woid-j I Iwve now repeated. 

Q. Was tl^e treaty signed at that 
time ? ■, 

. A* The defuiitive treaty did not 
reach head quartef's .until after eight 
o'clock, I hat night — it had i^ beea 
sigikid att hat time. 

Q. How long was it alter you retur*' 
ed'hrotfi Buenos Ayrc& to headquarters, 
bie^re ^\^ detiuitive treaty was signed ? ■ 

A. I did not make my report uatil. 
d^rk, anc\ ti^ detinitive treaty was uot 
thensignetl. ' 

rft. Was the definitive treaty signed. 
that evening or not? 

ii. 1. cannot spei^k to a. certainty, but 
I believe i;t was. . , 

Q. Alter your return fron^ the town,. 
d^d any .Spanish y^^*<^ ^me to head 
qjparters that evening ? 
. A-, I don't ^iKjvy. Colonel Pack came, 
but I do ndt recoileet any odier. 
. Q. You, have stated tjiat in tHe at- 
ternoon of the 5th, you met the carbi- 
neei^s and the 9th light dragoons retiring, 
l>o. you know what proportion of the 
9th dragoons were engaged iu that ser-* 
vice,' 

,A. I believe one squadron. After 
makinsmy tirst report at head quarters, 
I found the whole of that regiment in tbat 
position. 

Examined hf iJic Court, 
Q. Did you when you went into the 
town in the evening of the 5th observe if 
the British colours had been taken down 
from the, Couveiit of St. Domingo ; and 
if ^, did yoit' report tliat circumstance %f^ 
l4euteiiau;t:geueral W^hiteXocke ? • ..^ 
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A.^I never ^'\w any colours ?n the 
Couvrnt of St. Do!ninp;o. The onty 
colours I snw were the Kin«r^ colours of 
a regiment Hying at the Rtsidnicia, and 
tlicy continuotl tlying as long as I could 
see that even'mj;. 

Q. Your former answer wa« that yow 
saw our mmi <m the top of the centre 
buildings ? 

A. I did m, I saw rifle-men acting 
on the steeple. 

<). Did you see them in the evetiing ? 

A. I <\'\f\ not. A thirk haze <-anie 
oft* the river which made it dlHicult to 
see? 

Q. Do you know ifthefiringoir cannon 
on the dismounted dragoons was from 
the fort? 

A. I'here was no firing of caiinon on the 
dragoons when 1 was wkh them. The 
enemy had brought out a (ield piece, but 
the Hre was very ihelTectuu!, 

Q. Are you of opinion or not, that 
Lieutenant- general Whi(elocl\e iiad the 
means iu his power to open aconnnu- 
nicalion with Brigadier-i»t*ueral f'rau- 
furd in the roursk! of the Mh, Ifhe had 
exerted inuiself for that purp(»s<; ? You 
are not to apply your answer to any at- 
tempt that could be made tliruugh the 
town, but in any other way f 

A. I ani' not aware (hat General 
Whitelorke knrw the portion of (n-ne- 
ral Crauftird. Without < i en eral White- 
lock e'u whole three i( would have been 
ditticult, and tUou^^h t think he might 
with liis whole force have penetrated to 
the j>OMtion, it must have been atU'nded 
with great dirtiruUy ami loss; 'I'his, how- 
ever, is mere nmiter of opinion. 

Uutstion by Generfil ff^kftelnckf hf/ prr- 
mimou oft ht Court, 

Q. When you reported the house 
from which you had a view of the town, 
did Li« otenant-p^eneral Whitelocke i»x- 
pr^ss any iticlination to go to that pla<'e ? 

A. On my making my report to Ge- 
neral VVhiti'loi kehe did hot^'xpreis any 
inclination to go thither. My reconnoiii- 
fi!ice was not conrmct; to one house only, 
but referi ed to many. 

Q. Bi/ tfic Jadf^e Advocatf. — Had 

you any' means of knowlnc whether the 

enemy \n ere in any force oetween head 

' quarters and the Residencia oa tlie skirts 

•t the town f 



A. Tiiad no means Of kno;«ring what 
force the enemy had farther than kh^ 
straggling lire that was kept ttp during 
the whole of the morning. 

Q. How thi*n can you tell that a co^ 
operation with Brigadier-general C'ruu^ 
furd would have been dHFtcnlt by march- 
ing ulon^ the skirts of the to^'n to th6 
Residencia } 

A. Some parts of the town must have 
been passed through, and the etienjt 
were prepared in all qtiarters. ! have 
already said that it might have Iwcn clone 
with difliculty ; the enemy were so well 
prepared in all points on the tops of 
house?, &c. to the right and left. 

Q7 Did vow or any of the aide-de- 
camps of General W*'hitelocke receive 
any order to penetrate at all ristjtit*s to 
the column under Brigadier- general 
Ci%ufurd, or any of the other co'aiuui!* oA 
the right ? 

A. i know of no orders to that eifcct. 

Captain If^httthgluimfitrtficr excimiitti. 

The .fwl^e Advocate intimated to the 
Court, thai as the witness was prevented 
by indisposition from attending; vester- 
<lay, he had examined CoionelTosivns 
to the substance of the report wlucii \\as 
made by Captain Whittuis^hain in' his 
presence ; but he hatl not been able to 
Mate the whole with acci:raey. \W 
therefore thought it would save tiie tiju^ 
of the court by tiow reading over that 
part of Colonel Torrens*s evidence; and 
should thtTe hi* any ^>nli.^sion, Captrtiii 
Whittingham would hav<' the opportu- 
nity to amend and correct it. 

'I 'he minutes of the evidence by Co- 
lonel Ton-ens were then read. 

Cuptuin l^hittif^!;h(mi,-*\ hare no- 
thing to add. We marched from the 
Coral at half past two o'clock. I arrived 
at the Residencia at louroVlock, and re- 
turned directly. 

Q. Had you any and what conversa- 
tion with 'Lieutenant-general White- 
lo<ko on'your return, on the subject of 
his going to the Plaza del Torros that 
evening f 

A. 1 communicated to him that it \vas 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty's desire that he 
would go to the Plaza del Torbs, but I 
had no further conversr,tion with Lieu- 
tenant-general Whitelocke on iJbe sub- 
ject. 
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Q. Did yea nVe any opif^n of yeur 
own to General Whitelocke us to its hf^ 
ing piacticatble or safe ? 

A. I dkl not. As I had returned witb 
^e dragoons ^one, 1 thought there wa^ 
no qoestioQ about that. 

Q. State the orders you received to 
<ipea a communication with tlie right 
Hank, and what you did in eoils^uence 
of those order, the strength of the 
escort you took with you> the time it 
took to perform that service, and the 
diiBaikies of any kind which you met 
with in the perform ance ? 

A. On the morning of the 6th, soon 
after day break, about half peist six 
o'dock, I marched from Mr. White's 
liouse, with 10 dragoons and 50 infantry. 
My orders were to find out Colonel 
Mahon, and desire him to advance to 
the Mtserar« without loss of time. I 
was then to proceed to the R^sidencia, 
and aSfterwaros to whatever pot^ition the 
army might occupy, I arri^-ed at Colo^ 
nel Mahon's out-posts, and was coinluct- 
ed to his head quarters near the bridge, 
where I communicated to hun General 
WhRelocke's ordei-s; and leaving with 
him 30 infantry wtio had accompanied 
mc, I received 100 of the 40th. About 
one o'clock I reached the Residencia, 
where I found seven companies of the 
47lh, under the command of Majors 
Tolly and Nicholls, and I there learned, 
that on the morning of the 5th, an Eng- 
lish flag had been seen flying in a nor- 
therly direction about the distance of 
iSbO yards ; that Colonel Guard had' 
advanced in that direction, with the 
grenadiers of the 45th, and had not re- 
turned; and (ha|: the flag had been 
struck between three and four o'clock 
the same day. While I was at the Re- 
sidencia, the enemy endeavoured tO 
bring camion against the Convent, but 
Major Nicholls charged t[>em and took 
two howitzers. Majors Tolly and Ni- 
c1k)11s having given it as their opinion, 
all circumstances considered, that it 
would be in vam for me to attempt to 
penetrate in search of General Crau- 
flird, I at four o'clock began my retreat, 
and at half past six arrived at the Mise- 
rare, which I found occupied by Colonel 
Mahon's brigade, i repeated to Colo- 
nel Mahon the strength of the KesideU* 
cia^ and the able aon&er in whteh that 



positioii had been occupied hy Maiori 
Tolly and Nicholls ; the provisions they 
had ibiind in the convent and the ad- 
jacent hous^ ; the ease with which a 
commttnicatk)n could be opened with 
the navy ; the two guns and howitzers 
that bad been taken ; the want they had 
expressed of an artillery officer ; the ad- 
vantage they would derive from his as- 
sistance, and also of a reinforcement. 
Colonel Mahon hnmediately replied, 
that next morning at day light, a rein- 
forcement of 300 men, and an artillery 
officer should be sent. 

Q. Did vou or did you not offer to 
Majors Toliy and Nicholls at the Resi- 
dencia, the infantry you had brought 
with you, and attempt your retreat with 
the 10 dragoons, the only remaming part 
of your escort? 

A. I did. 

Q. At the time you made this recon- 
noissance had all operations against the 
town by attacking the columns ceased? 

A. I camiot positively answer that 
cjuestion. I left the Miserare at day- 
light, and it was not possible for me to 
know. 

Q. Describe to the Court what ob- 
stacles YOU met with from the enemy or 
otherwise in perftnnning this service ; and 
your line ot mar<jh both in goin^ from 
and returning to the Residencia; tte 
distaiKre from Mr. White's house to th? 
bridge ; firom thence to the Residehcia, 
and from the Residencia to head quar- 
ters. 

A. Generally the houses were occu- 
pied by armed men, aiul in the road 
were some loose parties of horsemen t 
but no obstacles of any consequence 9p- 
j>osediis. I employed tire hifantry as 
Hankers, and the dragoons were cuiite 
sufficient to clear tlie roads. From Mr. 
White's house to the liridge was bOUuttli 
five and six miles ; from the briclge to 
the Residencia rather more than two 
miles, and from the Residencia to Mr- 
White's house about four miles, 

Q. From the observations you made 
in performing this service, is it or is it 
not your opinion that a communication 
might have been opened with the Rcsl* 
deiYcia from head quarters on the 5th? 

A. I think it might have be^ open- 
ed; beca\isc at the time I went the 
eftcmy^s force xvas more disposiUe 
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gaile. 

Q. Dkl LteutenaQt-^geaeral White- 
^icke make aoy» and ^Iwt attedipC p^r^ 
sonally or otherwise, to co-operale urillit 
aud support the different columt of his 
army eegtsed in the attack of the 5th 
July, with the exception of the two or- 
ders to which your evidence has applied. 

A. I understood that Mi^ Coatley. 
bad been ordered to the right 

Q. Is that the oniy aUempt that yoo) 
know of? 

A. It is. Captain Foster was aenl* 
down th« centre ; iwt, except then, I 
know of no other aHerapt after the re* 
treat of the 6th dragoon guards^ and the 
9th light dragoons, 

Q. XfM^orCostleyhad been sent ta 
the centre, with only two or three dra*^ 
goons, sliottkl yon bare thought thaft a 
proper escort to open any commonicsk 
tiou with the attacking columns ? 

A. I should think not; It was unpos* 
slbie for dragoons to act in that indoa- 
ed country, wtthout hiring soma kii wi fcry 
to act as bankers. 

Cro$9^Mmined hv UeuUnmit-genend 
H'hSeheke. 

. Q. When did you receiveordeffftofo 
to the ri^ on the night of the 5tb f 

A. I received my orders on the even- 
ing of the dth. Between twelve and one 
o!clock at night General Whitek)eke 
came ta roe and desired I would make 
myself particularly master of the distan- 
ces aiKi bearing of the rout I was to take, 
the next morning He ako desired I 
would send for an inteUigeiit person wba 
was then in the house, and question himr 
minutely on the subtect. 

Q. What reason did Major Nicholb 
assign forAot# permitting you to leave 

£ogr 100 men, after having expressed 
is !9ieh for a reinforcement ? 
A. M^)or Nicbolls felt so much con« 
fidence in his position^ that he was not 
vm anxious for a reinforcement, aud 
saia it would be of more cpnseifuenoe to 
ensure my return to twadiqpaiterswith 
my report. 

Examined by the Couft, 

Q. Did you retunt isetl^ the ResldCAf 






(M\rf z difimnt toot (lem tint 

maiched from the brid^ ? 

A I did; night was oomiug on, and 
my party was mueh stronger; thtftefore 
I returned by a dNMter ioad nearav te 
the town. 

Q. When Geneml ¥niitek)cke de- 
sired you to make yeortelf aafoauilcd 
with the bearings and distances of the 
rout you were to take on the 0Kimui| of 
the 0th, did be bimsdf comnumcale 
any infermatioe on the subject? 

A. The person I sent for was examined 
before Lieutenant-general Whitelocke, 
and was perfectly acquainted with the 
country, 

Q. uidyouhm>w of any neater dif<^ 
ficulty in proceedlag to the n|fat dahk» 
than you nad met with in gomgto tlie 
left oa the 5th > 

A. There i»ere more monoted men 
on the right, birt tb«i opposition they of* 
fored was not worth mentioning. 

UeuUnMt-cok^ Bowke Jurther ear* 



Q. Wepe yen with Lleutenant-gane>» 
nd Whitefocke during the 5tb of My. 
■ A. I wner. 

Q. WIH you sUte to the Court anv 
iHriliUry drcumstances eothtbited intk 
the^ cMTges connected against Generd 
Wlntdodce, whkh occtirred from the 
mormng of the 5th^ te the conduskm o^ 
the treaty: mduding in. that statement, 
alt the operationt ef the army» the means 
used, and the personal exertions of the 
Commander-in-chief to cooperate with 
and support the different columns in the 
attaek upon die town, the orders given 
fat that parpoae, and the motemen^ 
and station of the reserve or odier divi- 
sions of the army, not immediately en* 
gaged ifi the attack. 

A. Soon alter the signal suns had 
been fired, on the morning of the 5th, I 
sUted to the Commander of the forces, 
^at the di/l'erent columns had all march- 
ed Dffj and that the carbineers and 0th 
Hght dragoons, were stationed in two 
ttreeta allotted to them in general orders. 
And I sUted, that soon alter that, I per* 
oclVed the gun-boats a^ I su^poiied^ 
moving up to cov^ the 38th regiment. 
About ten o'cl9ck in the day, I iiaw the 
carbineers ^d ^t 0th Hght dl^Q^os, 
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returnfBgrfrom the tmauccesplul atteinpt 
they had made iii the centre street ; they 
\fere baited about iive hundred yards in 
fk>nt of the ground from which they had 
ocigi^ialiy started, and I believe the* 
whole number stationed at that place 
was about .'six hiiadred. There were 
about one hundred and fifty mose of the 
9th iiglit dragoons stationed at the Coral 
•de Mberare, wjiere the Commander of 
the fpcces hin^self was. About half past 
two o'clock, 1 was (iresent when the 
ComaMnder of the forces sent Captain 
\Vhittingbam to the left. 1 do not re-: 
^oUeqtauy other clrcumstancespccurring 
on that day, which I could give, in aiv-' 
swar to this question. I th'uuL about one 
or two o clock, on the morning of the 
6tb, the Gen^'al desired me to write 
some orders, which he dictated, and. 
which were given tot Captain Whittipg- 
ham, who. was sent off at ^y-break oq' 
that morniug^ About tea o'clock the. 
same day, the General moved to the 
Plaza del Toros, with ^ smal} e^^ort of, 
dismounted dragons, apd [ think with 
two six-pounders, and some few mount- 
ed cavalry^ Nothing particular o$:curred 
upon this march. I understood from a; 
conversation I had with the General be- 
fore the mareh, that his intention was to 
k^ep his left on the Plaza del Toros, and. 
to draw close- all his remain'mg forces to- 
wards that point. I do not remember 
^y particular military occurrence at the 
^laaa del Toros, during the four days Ii 
remained t!\ere^ I sailed for Englanaioo 
the 10th of July. I shonld perhaps have 
observed, tl^at on the morning of the gth» 
I settled the line of demarkationof the 
advance po^s of the two.arnpues* with a 
staif oliicer sent out by. the Spaniards for 
tliat purpose. 

Q. Dp yoti know of any personaUx- 
ertions made by General Whitelocke, 
during: the ^th, or of any other atten^ts 
thau those you have described, to co- 
operate with, and support the dilfereut 
columns of his army, who by his orden 
had entered the .town on tliat day? 
' A. I do not know of any exertion 
Uiade by General Wljitelockeiu his own 
perso!!, , I believe be sent General 
Gower's Brigade-major with a message 
to the right, and T perceived he sent 
Ca^otaij^ Foster fcequently into the towik 
of Buenos Ayres ; but I was not present 
when lie gave theu: orders to either, . ' 



Q. Do you know why lieoienaiit^ 
general Whitelocke used no personal 
exertions or means, other than you have 
described for the purposes stated in the 
lastquestiMif 

A. I do not 

Q. If proper means had beea adopted 
for unitmg the corps under Colonel Ma- 
hon to those at head-quarters, would it 
not have been in the power of General 
Whitelocke to have forced his^^ wa^ into 
the town, apd joined the British forces ; 
or would it not have been in his power 
to have forced his way with these corns 
to the Residencia, on the morning of tue 
6th } And would not such exertion on 
his part have been the best means of ren- . 
denng assistance to the attacking co- 
lumns, and to have restored the fortunes 
of the day. 

A. I believe if proper means had been 
adopted, there wcmid have been no 
great di^culty in unitmg the coq>s. under 
Colonel Mahon, with that near head- 
quarters on tiie 4tb, or early in the 
morning of the 5th. What effect an at- 
tack from that corps .might have pro^ 
duced, is more tlian I can presume to 
say, never having seen the defences of 
the enemy. I believe there would have 
been no difficulty on the morning of the 
6tb, even wi^ a^ much smaller force, to 
have communicated with the Residencia. 

Q. Would not the bringing of Colonel 
Mahon's corps into such a posiUon as that , 
it could. have co-operated with one or 
other of the attacking columns, have af- 
forded a better chairce of success i» the 
attack ? 

A. Certainly it wotikL 
. Q. .Were you ever consulted upon the 
tireaty^ 

A. I was shewn the first letter sent by 
Generzd Liniers on the morning of the 
6th of July : the Commander of the 
forces asked my opinion of it in preseiKe 
of General .Gower, and 1 told him i 
thought he ought to refuse the summoof, 
and repeated to him the situation of the 
remainder .of the force to t)ie lelt. Ge- 
ne i*al Gower observed that he was of 
tlie s^me opinion,, and that an answer to 
that eifect was ffoiog to be sei^t.oflri 
which answer, with some few triBing al- 
terations, was sent J was no further 
consulted bv General Whitelocke on tb^ 
sublet of the^veat^. 
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" Q. Did you give any opinion to Oe- 
nera! Whitelocke upon that subject ? 

A. Nothing further than that I have 
^ated, until subsequently on his return 
to Monte Vkko. ' 

Cr&ss-examined by Generai ff^hitelocke. 

Q. Were there not mounted troops of 
the enemy on our tiank and rear during 
the whole of the 5th of July ? 

A. There were, in considehible num- 
bers. 

'^Q. What force had I at the. Coral 
with the artillery on the 5th, for the pro-, 
tection of the guns and the sick and 
wounded ? 

A. Exclusive of the 600 which I have 
stated td haie been in the centre'streets, 
there were about 3^0, in which I include 
S3 dismounted dragoons, attached to 
the Commissary-general. 

Q.. How were thp men attacbed to 
^ihi^ Commissary-general armed? 

A. I think with carbines only. 

Q. Did you hear either before or on 
the 5th of July, any doubts expressed by 
any of the officers as to the success of 
the attack, and what was the fate of Ge- 
neral Craufurd's brigade at the close of 
tiie attack ? 

A.I never heard any doubt whatever 
expressed of the success of the attack,and 
iTeraember a little before sun-set on the 
evening of the 5th, the General express- 
ing some anxiety to his General Oiiicers 
as to the fate ot General Craufurd*s bri- 
gade, he told me Tie had a great depend-* 
ence on the skill of General Craufurd, 
and that he hoped he should soon Kearof 
his being well posted, 

Q. Did you particulaiiy examine the 
ground we occupied at 'the Plaza del 
Toras"? State what command it had over 
tlie city of Buenos Ayres ? 

A. J examined that cround very care- 
fully. The Plaza del Toros was situated 
on tfie side of a ravine, and great part of 
tiie town was on the other side. The 
side of the Plaza was the steepest of the 
two, and from that circumstance it com- 
manded the distance of about five or six 
hulKlred yards to tlie opposite'stde, and 
at the distance of eight hundred yards on 
tJie other side. It possessed no other 
advantage whatsoever. 

Q. From your knowledge ^ tbe 



groun<i m'tHe environs of Buenos Ayrh, 
could you have so occupied the ground* 
even with the whole force,- as to cut <^ 
supplies fium the t6wn before the 5th of 
July? 

A. I should conceive from the great* 
extent which it would l>e necessary i6* 
guard; pfobably not less'thiarffive miles ; 
from there being at least thirty roads* 
within that distance, leading from the 
countrv into the town ; from the gar-' 
rison <i the town beii^ on the wiiallest 
computation, more than ■ double the' 
number ot the assailants, and from the 
cu-cumsfence of the enemy having a* 
large body of regular cavalry constantly 
harassing the rear, that such alilockade* 
could hardly be succes^ul. It is also ne-* 
cessary to state that, at ttie season of the 
year we appeared before Buenos Ayrt»/ 
all the towns in that province are gene-^ 
ral^ tilled with grain' ; k being th<r cus- 
tom to bring it in from the country be J 
fore the rains set in, and the roads arftf 
broken op. We had likevrise been in-- 
formed before we left Monte Video, that 
the enemy was establishing magazines 
of provisions in the town* 

Be-exajaiined % the Judge jidvocate. * 

Q. Were the mounted troops referred 
to in the answer to General Whitelocke*! 
first question, and the three hund^d 
which Lieutenant-colonel Torrens ami 
Captain Whittingham. dfeperscd on the 
5th, all of the same description? 
• A. I believe they all were. 

Q. Is it or is it not your opinion, that 
it would have been practicable to batter 
and bombard the town wiHi effect, by a 
combined attack by sea and hmd, on or 
after the 5th of July ? . " 

A. I believe it \vould have been prac* 
ticable to have destroyed a ikunber of 
houses, bfit ndt to set the town on iire, ' 

Examined by the Court. 

Q. Were you near lieutenant-gene* 
ral Wliitelocke on the 5th of July, and 
were you acquainted with the orders for 
the attack on Buenos Ayres on that day I 

A. I was near General Whiteldtke 
the whole of that day, but only a short 
time in conversation with him. 1 w?^ 
acquaiiuted with the orders, ^ ^ 
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; Q. Pj4 the drdeiy direct tbe coluiQtip 
to p^iietn^ down to tbe riyer and to the 
^» 4od tiiere to occupy the nearer 
IsjiiMldin^^ and w^it Cor further oT$fix% i 

Ai Ihe orders did liot express that 
ijfifiy^ wer/^ then to wait for further ord^ ; 
h^t it must have been so understood, 

• .Q. TM you soom perceive that the 

O^nununication bet;>veen General White* 

was mticrceptcd 

m hour after the 

as important In 
; that General 
e put himself at 
i his remaining 

to form ajunc- 
ht might ascer- 
Uacky concur in 
i their &te ? 

oVlock in tbe 
le fire continwHi 
and that we r^ 
[f6in.the Briga- 
mt^ there was 
atuigwithth^, 
is^ed 99 tbe (fay 
cl have been ob- 
it way tht» fcy 
self at the bead 
y opinion ought 

hether such ne- 
JUeutenant-gen. 
d out to him f 
ler it ever struck 
him or not^ but it was not pointed out to 
him in my presence. 

Q. You were near the person of Gen. 
WhiteJocke: can. you then state in your 
•pinion the cause which induced him to 
remain stationary in the rear, instead of 
locctpi; his way to hit acmyi and sharing 
their tate? 

A* Although I was never &r from the 
General during that day for any consi^ 
derable tkne,.yet I had so little (Conver- 
sation or communication with him> that 
I cannot, attempt to assign any groiiads 
for his conduc$. 

It heinf mow near three o'clock, the 
Prendent roie, and ttddresstd the 
Court as JbMow^ : 

*' It is now three o'dodc^ and the 



Court is adjoufned^ but 9» Ao^nomw 
is appointed ibr tbe inteno^at of the' 
remains of our late distinguished and 
lamented member, liord Lake, and as a 
mark of respect* to the memory ^f that 
illustrious and great character, who was 
a fieUow labourer with ^urselves^ and 
who, as the poet expresses it, nnited 
'* the gentlest manners with the l;prav«st 
hearty'" 1 should propose, that ti^^ Couit 
do meet in mouruing. . Satisfied that 
there will oot be heard one dissentiient 
voice to this proposition, the Court is 
adjourned until to-morrow at ten t^clock 
precisely.'* 



TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY. 

SATUaDAY, MARCH 5. 

The Court being ra^ pqrsuai^t to ad- 
journment, in military mourning, ac- 
cording to the resolutions of tbe pre^ 
cedif^ day, the deputy re^ a letter 
from the Judge Advocate, stating* th^t 
he was confined to his bed by ^«ud<kn 
and severe indispo^tion, and lament- 
ing the necessity he was under of re- 
questing the Court to postpone the 
proceedings of that day. 

Tf>e Court was in consequence ad-* 
jourued until Monday moruing^ . 



TWENTY-NINTH DAY. 

MOK DAY, March 7. 

The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
joummenl, Lieutenant- colonel Bourke 
was again called, and further exa- 
mined. 

Judge Advocate. — I understand 
from Colonel Bourke, that he wishes t» 
correct pait of his evidence of the former 
day. 

Colonel Bourke. — In that part of 
my direct examiriatioia, when I was asked 
whether if proper measures had been 
adopted for unitine the force under Co^ 
koel Mahoh> tna if' the Geoeml ba4 
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ftttocd Ms* way iato Uie <owih would «uqh 
exertions oa bis p^rt have been the best 
means of rendering: assistance to the at* 
tocking columns^ and restoring tin: for- 
tunes of the day ? I have answered that 
I could not pre&uoie to say what e/fect 
an attack from thofe corps might have 
had, never having seen the detences of 
the enemy. I beg leave to state ,. that 
aa I then understood the question, it was^ 
that if Lieutenant*general Whitdocke^s 
•Ijject had been namely to open a com- 
munication ? I now wish to add, that lo 
«^ opinion, a co^nunication mi^thave 
been opened at any time on Uie 5th, 
with any of the troops ; and I have fur- 
ther to state in r^ly, that by means, of 
the united forces of Colonel Mabon and 
the re^^^e at the Coral, a^ouDmuiiica- 
tion might have been effected with the 
British troops in the town, and that a co- 
operation of that force would have af 
forded the best means of success, 

Q. Had General Whitelocke, when 
at White's house, concentrated his forces^ 
might not he have occupied the roads 
between the Cbuelo and the Eecoliia so 
as to have cqt off supplies of provisions 
from bem^ brought to Buenos Ayr es in 
that direction? 

A. I believe the distance between the 
nearest part of the Chuelo and the con* 
vent of the Recolita was at least seven 
miles ; and 1 do not conceive that with 
bis whole force of 7500 men it would 
have been possible to have closely 
guarded such an extent; nor do I think 
It would have been possible to have so 
broken up the roads as elTectually to in- 
tercept supplies. 

JJeutenajif-colonel Bradford further e^- 
amit^d, 

. Q. Were you with Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke during the 5th of July ? 

A. 1 was. 
• Q. State to the Court any material 
circumstance connected with the charges 
against Lieutenant-general WhitelocXe, 
which occurred from the morning of the 
5th to the GOiiclusion of tlie treaty ; iiw 
eluding in that statement all the opera- 
tions of the army, tlie meansused, and. 
fthepf rsonal exertions of th^ Commaiicler 
in cnief to co-operate with, and support, 
th^ dWer^lijt. c^^iHQU^ engaged ]^ the 



attadi on the towii; tbe ^rda^ ^iren §at 
that purjpose, and tbe movemeat and 
station ot the reserve, or otlier divisiooa 
of tlie armv not immediately engaged in 
the attack r 

A. On the morning of the 5th t ac? 
companied General Whitelocke to the 
Cor^. The troops had advanced ac« 
cordiug to orders, immediately on the 
pannpnade, about half past six o'clock, 
and at the commencement of which I 
was directed by General Whitekx:ke tb 
go to the right, to s^e whether the troopa 
wanted anv assistance to direct them into 
the roads leading to the different streets. 
The two regiments on the right were the 
45th and 6th dragoon guards. The 45 th 
had quitted the Coral, and advanced to* 
wards the town ; the 6th dragoon guards 
having mistaken theu- way, 1 pohited 
out to them the direction they ought to 
take, after which I returned to General 
Whitelocke, and made my report. 
About nine o'clock General Wnitelocke, 
being anxious to know what was pacing in 
advance, I proceeded from the Coral to 
the street leading to the north-west angle 
square. Into this street I advanced 
someway, and found f 
guards, and a detachn 
light dragoons with o 
The enemy were at this 
musquetry^ from the h( 
from the battery in ad^ 

ill directed. Several 1 

broken open by the soldiers, and I went 
to the top of one nearest to this poM^ 
from which I discovered what I took 
to be our rifle men, on a building to the 
right, and at some little distance ip tbe, 
front ; but the morning being hazv, and 
a great mass of buildings being m our. 
front, I had but an imperfect riew. ' | 
then returned to General Whitelofken 
and made my report. He then directed 
me to order the 6th dragoon guards andl 
9th dragoons to advance. I reported to 
him that the street was so bad that the 
gun could not keep up with the column : 
he therefore desired the gun to be 
left under a proper escort, and the r^>- 
lumn to advance without it: accord- 
ingly I returned and gave these orders, 
and also directed that Lreutenant-colp- 
nel Witherington should advance with 
his corps, and lodge himself as far as pos- 
sible m the town. On the evening of 
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the 5di a detaehoieBt of a^tiUery wa« 
teiHtotbe Pbsa del Toros; ana Ge« 
per al Whhelocke, when he went to head- 
quarters at ftUD-set, directed me to take 
cbarjge of the posts in the centre of the 
reserve. When General VVhkelocke 
quitted tlie Coral by 12 o'clock on the 
6ih, he directed me to maintain that 
post as kmg as was necessary to wait a 
junction wiib the forces on the right, 
under Colonel Mahon, About six 
o'clock Colonel Mahon's division ar- 
rived at the Coral ; and in con^iience 
of the report brought by Caji^u VVhiti 
tingham from the Residencia, a reii>- 
foreement of 150 men and an artiHery 
-'otiftcer were directed to be held in readi- 
ness to march by day-light in the morn- 
ing for that post. Wh^ that detach- 
ment was abont to march a letter was 
received from tlu- Plaza del 1 oros, con- 
taining a proposal to cease hustiiities, 
and no further movement took place. 
About one o*dock I rejoined (reueral 
Whkelocke. 1 do pot recolkct any 
other circumstance. 

Q. I>>you know of any personal ex- 
ertions tn^icle by General Whitelockeon 
the 5tU, or of any other attempt made by 
iihumany other way to suppoitor co- 
operate with the diiierent columns^ who 
by his ord4^rs> had advanced into tbe town 
vi Jtuenos Ayres on that day > 

A. I do not. 

Q. Do you know why General White- 
locke nwufe no personal exertion, or any 
other attempt ihan liiose you have de- 
scribed for the purposes mentioned in 
the lafst question ? 

A.^ I €io'iK>t know of any reason, ex- 
ce4>t.lt nvight Inive been his confidence 
in the liv^'ps-in advance bemg able to 
csti'rbliMi them^ielves. 

Q, Was it not cleaiiy and generally 
undcrstooti, when the column marched 
en tiie Mh, that after they had gained the 
ditferent positions pointed out to them 
hV6rdefs> they were there to wait for 
I uil her orders? 

A. I'lie orders were not givenV)ut by 
m:', therefore I do not know. 

Q. Ifproper means had been adopted 
for un ting the oorp nnder Colonel Ma- 
hrm to that at lieHd-quarters, would it 
n^ have been in the power Of General 
Whitelockc lo force liis way into the 
t^jwe, and- joiu any of the British forces 'r 



or wo»ld H not hare betn inlits pofwer 
to force his way with these corps to thef 
Residencia on the morning of the 0th ; 
and woukl not such exertions on bis 
part have been the best means for ren- 
dering assistance to the attacking co- 
lumns, and restoring the fortunes of the 
day? 

A. it would. 

Q. Were you ever consulted on the 
treaty? 

A. I was absent at the time at tbC 
Coral. 

Q. What number of prisoners wer^ 
taken at the Coral f 

A. About 200. 

Q. Have you a rettmi of the effective 
strength of the army after the 5ihf 

A. 1 have: 5441 rank and file was the 
total efTective number after the attack. 

Q. Can you state the whole effective 
fof ce of tl>e reserve at the Coral on the 
5th, distinguishing them by regiments f 

A. The force at the Coral and the 
outposts coimected with the CoraJ, 
amounted to about 1050 men; before 
thecasualties in the carbineers and 9th 
light dragoons about 1100* This force 
was composed* as IoIIonvs : advanced to- 
wards the to\^'n 600 rank and file ; at the 
Coral 180, including 30 mounted dra- 
goons \vith the carbineers; S3 of the 1 7th 
light dragoons dismounted, armed with 
small carimies. • At the hospital 60 of the 
88th, and detacbn>ents of diflferent com- 
panies lefl with the knapsacks^i amount- 
ing to 1 80 rank and file. 

Q. What was the total number of 
prisoners gWen up on the 7th ? 

A. The number given up ^as about 
1000, including those taken at the Co- 
ral ; and as the treaty specified that all 
prisoners must be given up, this I think 
must have been the total number. 

Q. How soon after the ditferent co- 
lumns matched into the town by Ge- 
neral Whitelocke*s order did you per- 
ceive that all comn^unication was inter- 
cepted between them antl the Com- 
mauHer in chief by parties of the enemy ? 

A. I do not know that it was at 2W in- 
tercepted. Parties of the enemy were 
hi every h<nise, i)ut I do tiot know that 
the commiinication was at all cut off A 
stjfHcient body of troops could at any 
time have communicated ; but I do not 
think it would liavt been advisable to d» 
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«• by the ceatial streets, after the 
repulse of the sixth dragoon guards and 
ninth light draffoons, who were ex- 
posed to a very destructive fire from the 
enemy, and suifered great loss. I ap- 
prehend it «ras possible to communicate - 
by the Residencia, and from that post, 
with the other troops in the town and 
tbbse at the church of St. Domingo. 

Q. Did it^or did it not, appear to you 
to be important at any, and what, time 
of the day that the General and his statf 
should, at ail risks,^ join his army, that 
lie might know the etfect of those attack 
which had been made, and have coiicur- 
red in their further efforts ? 

A. I think that allowing until II or 12 
o'clock to receive reports, it would af- 
terwards iiave been ad (disable to do so. 

Q. Do you, or do you not, know 
whether such necessity ever struck the 
Genera], or tliat it was pointed out to 
him ? 

A. I do not know. 

Q. As vou were near the person of 
General Whitek>cke during the 5th, can 
you state the cause which induced him 
to remain stationary in the rear, separated 
from his army, instead of forcing his way 
to join and direct its operations, and to 
shar^ in its fate f 

A. It is impossible for me to say by 
what motive he was actuated. I have 
fanned no opinion upon the subject 



Examined by th§ Court 

Q. Did the 6th dragoon guards and 
the 9th light dragoons act as infantry 
from tlieir landing at the Ensinada until 
the treaty was signed ? 

A. They did. 

Q. Describe their arms. 

A. They were the old British carbines, 
I believe. 

Q. Were any, and what, endeavours 
used by General Whitelocke to supply 
them with muskets and musket ammu- 
nition during that period, or previously 
at Monte Video ? 

A. Until the arrival of General Crau- 
f urd we. had no spare arms. I do not 
know of any exertion to ^supply them. 
The 9th light dragoons, I now recollect, 
had muskets. 

Q. Did you, as Adjutant-general, 



know wliere Cokniel Mafaon wiUi b^ 
corps was on the momiag of the 5th . <^ 
July? 

A. I did not send the order to Co- 
lonel Mahon, but I understood an order 
had been sent in t^ evening of the 
4th to march from Reduction, and take 
a position on the bridge ; but I did >not 
know that order had been received until 
his arrival- on the momine of the 6th ? 

Q. When General Whitelocke left 
the Coral to proceed to the Plaza del 
Toros, did the enemy appear in any ioiroe 
about the Coral ? * 

A* I do not recollect seeing the enemy 
at all about the Coral on that day. 
SoHie^ stragglers attacked the posts m 
the rear some time after the General's 
departure. 

Q. Was any other attempt made by 
the enemy during the time you had 
the command ? 

A. The only attack was on the rear, 
as I before stated, and they were driven 
back immediately. 



Captain Browne, Aide-de-camp to Ge- 
nerfil Ifldtdocke, xvas ihtn calied, 

Jud^e Advocate. I have now called all 
the oflicers who were immediately about 
the person of Lieutenant-generaL\Vhite- 
locke ; and though I am not aware tiiat 
Captain Browne can cive the Court any 
further information, T have wished that 
every individual of Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke's staff should be here ready 
to answer any question that may be 
thought necessary to ask: I there- 
fore thotight it right to call Captain 
Browne to answer any questions the 
Court may iud^e proper to put to him, 
or if General Whitelocke himself should 
wish to examine him. 

Captain Browne, not being interro- 
gated by any party, retired. 

Judge Advocate. — With respect to 
the fourth charge the Court must have 
deemed the evraence of one witness in- 
dispensable : I mean that of Lieutenant- 
colonel Browne, who commanded at 
Monte Video at the time the treaty was 
signed. But understandmg from General 
Whitelocke that he is ready to admit 
any facts Colonel Browne could be 
called upon to prove; and that officer 
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bavitig tome imporlBMit builiicvs vAMt 
ealM faim out of town, I have thought 

? roper to dispeme with his attendance. 
*he hct I meant to have ealM Colonel 
Browne to have proved was, that Monte 
Vide* was well aod sufficiently garri* 
tQBtd and provttioned against attack, and 
was not in a state of blockade or siege at 
tfaeperiod of signing that treaty. 

The following minute was then order* 
isd to be entered and rettd : 

** It is admitted by Lieutenant-fijene- 
lal WbHelecke that> at the period of tlie 
treaty, the fort of Monte Video was weH 
and su£&cifntly garrisoned and provided 



against att&ick, and was not at sQdi period 
in a state of blockade or stege." 

Jud^ Advocate. — •' I am now to in- 
fbnn the Court that I here conclude 

X evidence, and the Court will deckle 
n Lieutenartt -general Whitekicke 
shall enter on bis defence. 

After a short pause, the President a^ 
dressed the Court, 

*' AsCreneral Whitelocke requwes tm- 
tn Monday next to prepare for hts IV- 
fence, the Court is ^t^oumed untSthat 
day at ten o'clock precisely .** 
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THIRTIETH DAY, 

MofifDAY, March 14. 



THE DEFENCE. 

Tbe Court lieiog m^, pnrsuant to a^jourmnent, and Ginerai WfilTRtOClcft 
having taken hh ploee, begm to read his Defence as follows. 

Sir Wiluam Meadows, and General Officers of ^his Court, 



THE satntaction I feel in being ^ 
kngth permitted to claim the attention 
mi indulgence of the Court, is prtpor- 
tioned to the anxious impatience with 
isRhich I have looked forward to this op- 
portunity of explaining my conduct m 
South America, and the causes that led 
to the result which constitutes the sub- 
ject of the present investigation. The 
diaa^jpointment of die hopes I had en- 
tertained of the success of an expedition, 
iipon vhkh such expectations, m every 
point of view, nuhtary, poKtical, and 
commercial, had been tormed, had pre* 
pared me to meet a strong and general 
teeting corresbondiog with my own ; the 
Afttaral and almost necessary attendant 
iipoQ public disappointment and misfor- 
tune. 1 had prepared myself also to 
hear the damours of the disappointed, 
aod stricteres upon my conduct f^om 
thode whose wishes and mterest led them 
to judge from events only, without any 
adequate means of information; but 
ieeitag conscious that I had zealously 
endeavoured to pcfrform my duty, and 
tha|t io the ultimate sacrifices which ad- 
vente dieimistances had induced me to 
anloe, 1 had disregarded all interested 
connderations, and been actuated only 
by public motives, I confess it was with 
uxrprme as well as mortification, that I 
fouMy on my return, that the opinions 
whicb had been so industriously propa- 
l^ed as to my conduct hi South Ame- 
rica, had, in some degree, been enter- 
tamed iik higher quarters; that calum- 
jitea the most injurious to my character 
had been made the subject of official 
di^cmwonj and tiiat no indivkhtal bar- 



ing offered to stand forward as my accu- 
ser, proceedings (novel in our military 
jurisprudence, however they may be 
sanctioned by other courts,) were adopt* 
ed, for the punxxe, as it should seem, of 
coUectm^ evidence to convert those ca- 
lumnies mto matters of charge. "WliUt 
I was absent, the conduct of myself and 
others had been prejudged^ and mada 
the subject of intemperate, of premature, 
discussion in the daily papers, and I haiL 
vrithoutatrial, or even enquiry^beenhela 
up to public indignation and scorn, as hav<» 
ing disgraced myself and my profession, 
and the military character of my couti* 
try. As soon, however, at it aecao^ 
known that the government had detei^ 
mined that an investigation of my con- 
duct should take place, the editors of fhf 
public papers, actuated by a sense of de- 
cent propriety and common justice, im- 
mediately foreore any forther commeatf* 
But a subahem officer, who served ia 
the expedition, thought fit, with a full 
knowledge of my being under arresL 
and therefore to all puiposes of hiw and 
justice upon my trial, to publish a libel 
upon the conduct of myself and odiers, 
for the express purpose of procuriuA^ a 
profit to himself at the expence of i 
gross violation of every principle of ho- 
nour or feeling, and of tne laws of th^ 
country, endeavouring to keep up and 
excite the strongest prejudices of the 
public against me : and a field officer of 
another regiment has fdt no shame in 
patronizing this Hbel, and distributing, it 
with the greatest mdustry. 

Irritated as I necessarily was at these 
unmanly attacks, and j^ hearing the mis- 
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representations tifK>n which they were 
founded, and anxious as I must be to 
retain the good opinion of my country, I 
yet feit that a regard to my own cha* 
racter and situation, the respect due to 
the illustrious personage at the head' of 
the army, and to my sovereign, and in 
a case hlce this, (wliere the public is so 
deeply concerned) still more, perhaps, 
the respect due to this honourable Court, 
imperatively called uppn me to await in 
silence the opportunity which I found 
was to be afforded of explaining to my 
sovereign and the country my conduct 
in the command which had been en- 
trusted to me. 

I therefore forbore to answer any of 
the calumnies which^ have bee^ propa- 
gated against me, or to sanction any 
publication or paragraph upon the sub- 
ject, and retired until the approach of 
thh trisd into the country, deny mg myself 
even the gratification of associating with 
inany valuable friends who have been 
anxious to shew themselves superior to 
pie prejudices excited by po{)ular cla- 
mour, and to mark their attention to me 
Vmce my return. I mention this thus 



should, in this respect, have fotmd a pro- 
tector even in ray prosecutor, that, con- 
sidering; his anomalous, and (I hope I 
.may without offence say) his almost in- 
compatible duties, he would, in the cha- 
racter of an adviser, and an assbtant to 
the Court, have divested himself of every 
feeling connected with public pjreju- 
dice, and that, acting in the capacity of 
prosecutor, he would have permitted my 
trial to commence without the extraor- 
dinary comment which excited so much 
surprise, I believe, m all who heard it; 
a comment, which, in the situation he 
fills, and considering the last character 
be is to sustain after the proceedings are 
completed, and yoin* deliberation com- 
memxs, of an adviser, on points on which 
you may require his assibtance, I can 
liardly think could be deemed justifiable 
at any period of such a trial, or after any 
evidence, however strong, which could 
have been produced. 

The Judge-advocate-general stated, 
indeed, that he should follow the ex- 
ample of his predecessors .upon similar 
occasions; abstaining in that stage of the 
proceeding from any detailed observar 



pointedly to prevent any oossible sust ' tions upon the charges. The only case 
picion bdng entert^ned tnat I could of importance, I believe, in which a 



sanction, or had any knowledge of a 
Vindication which has been published by 
»ome person wholly unknown to me. 
I am the more' anxious to do this, as the 
publication alluded to coiltaiued stric- 
tures upon the conduct of others, and I 
trust, therefore, that the Court will ex- 
cuse my having occupied a few moments 
of their time upon this subject. 

llie knowledge that my motives and 
conduct were to be submitted to, and 
judged, by a tribunal composed only of 
persons competent, from their rank in 
the service, their habits, their experi- 
tr^, and talents, to form a just estunate 
of an the peculiar circumstances which 
form the subject of the present investi- 
gation, suppcSrted me during an anxious 
period of suspense and procrastination. 

I considered my trial as an appeal 
from popular clamour, (for such I cannot 
but call it as apptied to me before 
either trial or enjquhry) to honourable and 
candid minds, divested of all tiiose feel- 
ings and prejudices which sway and di- 
rect the course of public opinion, and I 
confess I had flattered myself that I 



Judge-advocate has stood in^ a similar 
situation to the present, was on the trial 
of the late LordSackville, on which occa- 
sion the late Sir Charles Morgan, then 
Mr. Gould, made no address whatever 
to the Court on the opening ci thef pro- 
secution, and in his reply most studbus- 
ly avoided offering a single observatida 
that could, in the most (fistant way, be 
considered an address to the passions xif 
tiie Court, althou^ the circumstances 
which gave rise to that trial had excited 
m^re of popular feeKi^ than any' wliich 
bad before occurred, so much so, as to 
leave it possibly for ever a sufalect of 
historical dispute, whether the judgiseflt 
even of the Court was not, in some t»ea« 
sure, influenced by that feeling* 

I put it to the hberality and candour 
of the right honourable Judge Advdcate, 
whether I have not some little right to 
complain, and cause to lamait» tJM be 
had not followed the example of bis 
predecessor, and abstamed fiW sts^oc 
to the public (for such an address coum 
not be intended for the Court) that 
iiopes had been (as he \Rras | dc M ri to 
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«iy) juHly, as well as generally, entep- 
tained, ot di^overing new markets for 
our iiianuCactures, and givhig a wide 
scope to tlie spirit of mercautile enter- 
prise, and opening new sources of tr^- 
^ures ; although every information as to 
the state of SouUi America, and the 
hostile and impla<pa^le spirit of its inha- 
bitants towards us, has proved that those 
hopes were completely fallacious; that 
Ue had abstained Jrom calling in aid of 
those charjjes the daily attempts to ex- 
dude our trade from the continent of 
Europe,; aad even the present crisis of 
tlie world, or the aggravation of the 
public misfortime by the accumulated 
weight of all these considerations, or the 
circumstances pf reports 'to my preju- 
dice having survived the first impres- 
sions of public sorrow, SLi a proof that 
they have not originated in the natural 
impulse of the human mind to find an 
object on which to attach blame. Well 
9iay tliey survive and continue if, in a 
court ot justice, these topics could be 
enforced with such studied strength of 
expression, by a person whose rank and 
station in life, and public character in 
this Court, could not but stimulate the 
already too much exasperated state 
of the public mind upon tne transaction 
now in question. 

r am satisfied that when the Court 
Averts to the manner in which I have 
]t»een pursued, and, I may say, con- 
demned by public clamour, without 
trial or enauiry, they will foi^give my 
having made this comment; and will 
permit me also to state a more serious, 
though not a more mistaken, ground of 
complaint, which I cannot but think I 
am entitled to make uf^on the maimer in 
which tlie prosecution against me has 
been conducted, and tlie nature of the 
evidence which has been produced. 
. A misfortune, naturally exciting strong 
public feeling, may- impose upon the 
government Uie dut}^ ot directing that 
the causes of that misfortune should be 
investigated ; such an inquiry is, as the 
prosecutor has justly stated, as necessary 
to my vindication as it is to the public sa- 
tisfaction. If I have been unfortunate, 
but not culpable, it is the only means by 
which I could hope to stem the tide of 
prejudice ; and if I have beencu]pable> it 
^ accessary for the purpoie pf ascertain- 



ii^ the degree of ftiT oflfence, and of* 
presenting to the public authentic ma* 
terials upon which a^ Court's judgment 
may be formed of my conduct. A 
great and important expedition has fail* 
ed ; the reasons of its foilure are to be 
sought for in the measures of the person 
renxmsible to the public for its success, 
and no difficulty could have arisen (in- 
deed some did arise) in selecting the par* 
ticular. events and parts which appeared 
to have led to this failure as grounds of 
charge against myself, and f^rtWhich I' 
was to account. I did not complain be*' 
cause I did not feel that I had a right 
to do so in such a case, if additions being* 
made to the particulars so selected after 
my first receipt of the charges^ which 
with a candid liberality had been de- 
livered to me as soon as framed, for the' 
purpose of enabling me the better to 
prepare for my defence ; but I bad hoped 
when I read the charges finally settled, 
containing- such specifications, and with ^ 
such epithets as could not but excite 
feelings of mortification, which coukl 
hardly be increased, even by any sen- 
tence of this Court, that I had seen all 
which was to be alledged against me; 
^d little did I expect or imagine ths^ I 
was to be called upon to recollect aikt 
defend every act, every order, every ea^ 
pression, and almost every thought, not 
of myself only, but of others; every de-. 
tail, however minute,. and whether it hstS. 
a right, or ought to have beeD4>fou^h6 
under my cognizance as Commander, or 
not; in short, as the Prosecutor hasf 
avowed and stated, not merely^ the cause 
which prevented the reduction of th^ 
province of Bnenos-Ayres, but my 'whole 
conduct in the expedition; an invest!^ 
gation now, and as he trivly stated, for 
the first time, and 1 liope for the sake of 
justice, for the last time, instituted in a 
military courts still less could I suppose 
that the protection of the Court could 
have been necessary to prevent a Prose-. 
cutoT, educated in le^ habits, firom 
pursuing me even to my private mo- 
ments, and requiring my secretary to 
state all the conversations that, in the 
confidence of our relative situation, had 
passed between us; and vet it is at this 
point only, and through tne interposition 
of the Court that the Prosecutor has 
stopped in his ^K|uiry* I entreat tbe 



, . .. ni nil 



litiz^aA- 



rw^ 



m 



Court caMyiHid amttdljr ^ i%to# tke 
<ividenct, aod to Sttparate (no ^asy tadt) 
tbat which if applicable to mysdt, from 
tbat whicJi applies only to othcn, but 
yore particvMy to separate the cvW 
deuce of opiaions as to oar operations, 
founded upon the experience acqiriired 
by wisfiortuo^ and notapaa any thing 
that was or could be prenously known 
bafttfd the <»arations took ptace, aatd 
v^on which alone I could hare acted, 
a^ by which alone I am tobejm^ed; 
tf ^vert, in short, to all the evidence 
vhvch ^pties the result and subseqaent 
iBBowledge, instead of pitTious hiiorina- 
tiott, as the mterim by ^hioh the pro* 
^ety of the measure adopted is to be 
tfM. Let it ncft be said that this arose 
out of the nature of the prosecation,- 
for if k did, nothing can more strongly 
•vince the ii^ustice of such a coarse of 
prOGeediut; the Gourtlotis the benefit 
of his legal aBStstanoe, upon the iub|ect 
^ which it is most usefiil, aud tlm wtt-- 
Msses his directioii and contronJi ; the 
^OC«sed^ no protection agamst k; a 
natoal jealousy of any interposition 
Which m^t bear the most dtstmt ap« 
l^eaiaaoe oi shutting out any mvestiga^ 
tm# however remote its' appiicatioo, 
]K«?eBts the possibility of his interfere 
cnce. I h(^ I cannot be accused of 
having iatetposed o^tioils or triUmg ob^ 
jaetions ; I have stucuously todeavoured 
^ avoid doing so. The Court in ela^. 
borate narratives, on such extended 
ground^ oompruinff every act and 
word, can hardly mierfere; they are 
naturaUfcavilUng to hitem^the Pro* 
lecutpr, or intoftre witii the oouiae of 
piroceedtnos, or mode in which be has 
prepared himaelf (upon mature consi* 
aeration, itiftustbe presumed) to bring 
^ward the evidence, more particufeirHr 
as he is the person to ^hom they looM 
m advide. The witness, unless pos** 
aeasi^ of legal as well as military kn6w-i 
ttdge, cannot distinguish between that 
which he is justified in stating, and that 
which is not evidence as agamst the 
Iwrson charged. It is to be supposed 
tbat he had adopted this course i^on 
All! consideration. 

I could not hope, by an ob^bn hasi 

tily interposed, and stated to alter an 

^ ^Dfwiiott formed upon long ddiberationi 

andlthcnfore, iato^ hue thebenelk 



of the protection to which I should hive 
been entitled, and which I should have 
had, if the Judge Advocate had not sAtor 
been my prosecutor.. The necessary 
oonsequence (and agaiist which I have 
no protection) is, tha^ every occorrence, 
every irregularity, every conversation 
of othera is brought forward, and contri- 
butes to make an .aggregate most preju- 
dicial to me, not merely with reference 
to the pvotractioQ of the mvestigation, 
(in itsen no trifling evil) but also in the 
impression produced, even on fhose most 
capable of discrinunattiw that which is 
applicable ftoro that which is not I 
might with confidence ask every mem- 
ber of the Court, whether be can possi- 
bly wholly divest himself of general inw 
pressions arising out of such a course of 
uncontvouled evidence, and whether the 
necessary consequence of siich a mode 
of proc^ing, is ^ot to give a cokmr 
ami unfavourable complexioa to sdl the 
errors I may have myself committed r 
whether k has not an inevitabie teoden* 
tj, even with the strongest minds, to 
IomI me with all the errors which may 
hcive been committed by others, as. weft 
as myself, from the first lioor of my 
holding, to my qoittmg the continent c^ 
South America. I am well aware that 
no such impression will operate upon 
the fiAal judgment of the court; k can 
only produce in high and bonouraMe 
minds, a jealous watchftibiess to prevent 
any such feeling inflilendng the conai' ^ 
dtration'of the real m^u of my case t 
but though no impnoper effects wW be 
produced on the minds of the Cootti 
such a course of proceeding mu^ pfO* 
duce a strong tmi^esiion lipoa the pub' 
be, already too nMch exasperated 
against me. ^t in addkion to this oonsi^ 
deration, i ask thdse honourable members 
who have ekher oommanded or accom^ 
panied in high stations, important e^me- 
dftioRs and mtHtary operations, wheraer 
any expe<lttion, or long train of military 
operations, however succes^iiity terait* 
nated, could sUnd the test of tuch aa 
hiquiry so conducted f 
' I put it to the candour and ia)en^ 
of every iudlvidual of this 'Court who 
has been so situated, and ask whetlMftr, 
in looking back with the benefit of sub* 
leipient experience of localities and cit^ 
cumstancrty ha cannot dfacovtr a variety 
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of instances in iHuch he would have pur* 
^td a diifereDt course, with respect to 
many interior and accessory details and 
operations. Let it not for a moment be 
supposed tliat I state ttiis as depreciating 
the talents of those to whom I am making 
this appeal, or as comparing mine with 
theurs : their high public and mili* 
tary estimation, derived from acknow- 
led^ed merit as well as success, must 
immediately repel such a suspicion. I 
ask only the benefit as applicable to my* 
3elf, in shewing the haroships and injus- 
tice in every a point of view of such a 
COUlrse of proceeding, and am satisfied, 
that when tlie Court on their tiual deli- 
beration, and the public at future pe- 
riods, apply, these remarks to the con* 
duct of the prosecution, and the mode 
in which the evidence has been brought 
forward, and the nature of a very large 
proportk)n of it, it will be seen and feiti 
that I do not complain uf this without 
abundant cause. 1 think also, that wlien 
the Court consider that fi-om the im- 
portance of the subject, from the peculiar 
nature, of the trial, and still more from 
the profes^nal rank and experience of 
the members, this case will be referred 
to la military history and jurisprudence 
as a precedent, they will join with me 
in lamenting that the course of proceed- 
ings has put upon their minutes, so 
much evidence of the description to 
which I have alluded. I most earnestly 
intreat the attention of the Court to 
these general observations^ and that they 
wEl bear them in mind as applicable and 
auxiliary to many of the observations-^ 
which 1 shall have to make iipoti the 
evidesce m detail :^d I amcon^denti 
that wlieu the peculiar situation in which 
I stand here is considered, the Court 
and Judge Advocate will believe^ that it 
is with extreme reluctance, and under a 
strong sense of the importame of this 
part of the case to myself, and to those 
who may come after me, tliat I have al- 
lowed .myself to make a single comment 
upon this subject 

. 1 shall now proceed to the subject of 
your inquiry : 

, You are called upon to investigate the 
eauses of the disappointment of tne pub- 
lic hopes, to ascertain whetlier they are 
jto be ibund in an unskilful and improvi^ 
deut u^e of the means placed in my 



hands (or attainiiig the otiject in View, or 
in the false expectations which; from 
various causes, had been rais^ upon 
this subject, and in the ialse Views en- 
tertained and acted upon in relation to 
it. I'iiat false expectations had been 
raised and fake views entertained, i 
will prove to the Court from the evi- 
dence which has been given, and froih 
what I shall produce, and by argument, 
8Q conclusive as to foh:e conviction. 

That false information, arising from 
various interested motives had bceh 
given to the government of this cOuit- 
iry, my situation has a/Vorded me ^mph& 
means of knowing; ttiat it has been acted 
upon, will appear from my instructions, 
loa full explanatbn upon this sut^ject^ 
which it is my duty to give to the Court, 
I must request 
attention ; or 
sound discretio 
I adopted. It 
necessary for 
the situation 
placed with r 
of obtaining an 
unless the }> 
country, the di 
towards us, th< 
eitl^er as to w 
intercourse, ai 
correct judgm 
the propriety < 
I exercised a 
measures I a< 
enter upon tl 
proceecl to co 
or the occum 
gave rise to th 
ticularli^ anxio 
the subject upc 
fellacy and cc 
t)f the hopes 
eur intercour 
have given ri 

the unexpected feeling v^ich ha*s been 
excited by those whose hopes have been 
thus checked. A free and unrestrained 
trade with South America had long been 
eagerly sought and looked to, as opening 
one of the widest fields for mercantile 
speculation. Many circumstances com- 
bined to produce this impression, not 
merel;]r on the public mind, but upon 
the minds ^so of many great and emi- 
Beat statesmen^ whose opinions have 
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justly \)cen entitled to th€ highest re- 
qpect. 
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co-operating only with those whavotitd 
gladly have foilmved tlie example of 
North America, and availed themselves 
of our assistance in establishing their io* 
dependence, I have no means of know- 
ing ; but experience has shewn, that any 
other course of proceeding than that 
last-mentioned, even if most successful, 
and almost in proportion to success, 
must have had the effe<:t of placing us at 
a greater distance than ever from our 
ultnnatc objects, those of friendly inter- 
course and trade with the country. An 
attack, however, attended with tempo- 
rary success and. ultimate misfortune, 
had taught us to estimate rather more 
highly the difficulty of obtaining au es* 
tablispinent in the country ; but the de- 
lusion upon the subject oi the feelings 
of the people towards us, still prevaileo. 
Various motives and circumstances con- 
tributed to promote and keep up this 
delusion; the mercantile interest felt 
unwilling to relinquish the hopes and 
expectations so k>ng entertained, and 
which had been raised to the highest 
pitch by die attempts which bad been 
made to gain a footing in South Ame> 
rica, though evidently proved by the 
re-capture of Buenos Ay res to have 
been premature, those who had di- 
rected and made that attempt were 
unwilling to believe or admit, that tlie 
whole population of the country was 
originally hostile to us, stiU less that 
they had become hostile from any thing 
which had occurred in the capture of 
Buenos Ayres, or during the period 
of our retaining possession of it. The 
£rst admission would have condemn- 
ed the original attack as ill judged 
in point of policy, and the last wimld 
have implicated the conduct of those 
who took and for a short time kept 
possession of Buenos Ayres, ^ Monte 
Video had been represented by pre- 
sons who had been in the Plata, to be 
garrisoned by a few hundred men, two 
thirds of whom were stated to be ready 
to join us, and persons engaged in trade, 
more particularly {he South Sea whalers, 
who were anxious to establish the means 
of having an outward freight of the ar- 
ticles of this country ; were daily sur- 
rounding ministers with representations 
of the state of the country^ wluch from 
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tlje apparent accuracy and the supposed 
authenticity ot* the sources from which 
they were derived, it was ahnost impos- 
sible to doubt. The very able olhcer 
who acquired so much distinction in the 
capture of Monte Video, went out under 
those- impressions; I sailed under the 
same impressions; my instructions, to 
which 1 must call the attention of the 
Court, were founded on the iniormation 
I have detailed, it is supposed in my 
instructions that after effecting my first 
object, I might safely part with a pro- 
portion of the force under my com- 
mand, and retain only about eiglit thou- 
sand, which it was supposed must in any 
case, in addition to sach troops as i 
might r^ise in the country, be amply 
sufficient to conquer and keep posses- 
sion of the country ; for such had been 
the misrepresentations to Government 
upon this subject, that it was supposed 
that a cansiderable force of this descrip- 
tion might witli safety be established, i 
was directed, as the Court will liave ob- 
served, to use precaution as to the rais- 
ing of this local force, and particularly 
to take care that one third of eacli rank 
of officers should 'be British, and to 
select the description and classes out of 
which it was to be formed; but subject 
to these precautions it was conceived 
and so stated in rny instructions, that 
much aid might be derived from this 
source towards securing his Majesty's* 
possessions 'm that quarter, aud avoiding 
at the sair^e time the necessity of too 
large a demand on the regular forces of 
this country, (I use the very words of 
the instructions :) such as the Court will 
have seen was the irapi;esiion in this 
country on my appointment to the com- 
mand — what was the actual situation of 
the country on my arrival ? 

I naturally resorted to the very able 
and experienced officer who command- 
ed at Monte Video, and who had dili- 
gently employed himself in acquirinjg 
every possible information upon this 
subject. I found that iu the course of 
his operations against Monte Video and 
after its capture, he had every reason to 
believe, that the people were, without 
exception inimical to us; that pre- 
vious to the surrender of Monte Video 
he could place no confidence in any in- 
formatioa he received, aud that after Us 



capture, a sullen Silence perVaded every 
rank. But he also found reason to be- 
lieve, that however inimical they wcro 
to us, they were still more so to their 
present government, for upon reports ar- 
riving at Monte Video, which afterwards 
proved false, of the abolition of the 
Court of Audienza, the setting aside of 
the King*s authority, and not hoistiog the 
Spanish colours ; those who had before 
appeared hostile and inveterate, now 
pressed him to advance a corps to 
Buenos Ayres, and assured him that if 
he would acknowledge tiieir indepen- 
dence, and promise tlieni the protection 
of the English goverimient, the place 
would submit. 

The escape of General Beresford and 
Colonel Pack, proved these ri^ports to be 
false; but it was ascertained', that the 
Viceroy had been made prisoner by his 
own people, and that the city was a prey 
to disorder and tuniult. 

A liope that this disorder might aid 
our views, induced Sir S. Auchmuty to 
write to those who possessed the su- 
preme authority in Buenos Ayres. 

His letter* was ans^ 
Linicrs, the Andienza 
^—Geneial Liftiers cc 
with tliese words: " J 
" to observe, that th 
*' the people, as has Ix 
*' their magistrates, is 
•' are resolved to def 
" the last extremity, 
" make their defence 

'* Your excellenci 
" avoid making any further offers, for, 
'* be assured, that no answer will be re* 
'' turned, and that nothing but force cai| 
" decide our fate. 

" The Audienza say, the oflfer your 
" excellencies now make us, of . out 
-**laws, religion, and pKopcity, un- 
" der the protection of the Eugliiih. go# 
«* vernment, is conformable to tlie cof^- 
" duct held by Major-general Beiesford; 
" it is an otKence against the high bo^ 
" nour of our nations and we under^ 
" stand it as such ; Spaniards only va^ 
♦' lue their property and their lives, that 
" thev may employ them in tlie servict 
*' of their king.'' 

" The people of Buenos Ayres, art 
the most faithful to thtir sovereign of any 
who acknowledge his dpmiuion, d^d 
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feel-thcKseltes happy to be under it, 
aitd are anxious to sacrifice every thing 
in proof oi their loyalty. - 

" T^ numerous troops which we have • 
bere, sre prepared and disposed to make 
tbe^nost vigorous defence, and the pre- 
mature proposals with which your ex- 
oeUoAetest nave endeavoured to*' weaken 
their 1qv» fer tlieir king, have produced 
BO-olher^Eep^^l^an ttiat of indignation, 
which, wiU .inftpi^e^ every one with en* 
erg^ to reast any attempt to destroy 
thnr.bappiness. 

- ** The Cabildo state ; we are prepared 
to spill the last drop of our blood to 
prove to the world that we are ffood Sub- 
jects and true Spaniards, And that we 
«e lovers of humanity, even towards 
liK»e who, off the Cape St. Mary, vio- 
iMcd it in the manner which was wit- 
nessed by the whole universe.'* 

I would not quote the answer of a ge- 
neral, or of public bodies to such a letter 
kk prooCof tbeir sentiments, if every sub- 
jAquent intercourse and event had not 
9h€WH> that in enmity towards us, th^y 
tootruly expressed the real feelings of 
a^ writers, and disposition of the coun- 
try. - 

" Th^ are unanimous in their deter- 
mtnations, and sotliey proved to be in 
their conduct towards us. 

Sir Samuel Auchmuty found that there 
were tw^o^parties in the city, 
• The- Wty in power were mostly na- 
tive* of Sp9in» in the principal offices of 
church and state, and devoted to the 
Spanish government, and accordingly 
ms court will observe, that the ground 
«f rejection of Sir Samuel Auchmuty's 
popMab by the Audienza was deter- 
filmed loyalty, a sentiment that is 

f ^ feared;^ alluded to In the letters of Gene- 
tal Dmers.or the Cabildo. 
-.'it had been their policy td inflame^ 
the minds of the lower order against the 
Cnglish, by every species of exa^;era- 
tion and felsehood, and to lead them to 
•uch acts of atrocity as might preclude 
the possibility of any communication 
^ithus. 

. From a oonsdousness that similarly si- 
tcnt^> they would breathe nothing but 
revenge, they expected no mercy, and 

' were become desperate and determined. 

The second party consisted of natives 

«f iiw €wn^, ^tb some Spmm4k 



settled in It. The dfspositron of tlie mo- 
ther country had made them most an- 
xious to shake off the Spanish yoke, 'and 
though from their ignorance, their want 
of morals, and the barbarity of their 
disposition, they were totally unfit to 
govern themselves, th^ aimed at follow-* 
ing the steps of the North Americans, 
and erpeting an independent state. -If 
we would promise them independence, 
they would instantly revolt against tli« 
government, and join us with the great 
mass of the inhabitants. But though no- 
thing lesstthan independence would per- 
fectly satisfy them, they would prefer 
our government either to their present 
anarchy, or to the Spanish ydce, provid- 
ed we would promise not to give up the 
'country to Spain at a peace ; but until 
such a promise was made, we must ex^ 
pect to find them open or secret ene- 
mies. 

Such vras the information I reoenred 
from Sir Samuel Auchmuty, ^ch I 
have detailed in tiie very winds !iA which 
he liad shortly before my arrival ccnn- 
municated it to the Government here, 
and which I use, because t could not so 
dearly, so forcibly, or so concisely state 
it in other language. Every day pro- 
duced occurrences which tended to con-, 
firm the tnith and accuracy of this ac- 
count. We were unable to obtain ititel- 
Irgence upon which we could place the 
' least dependence: we could neither 
procure guides nor accurate accounts of 
•the counSrt^ for our fiiture operations. 
Force procured us all we possessed; 
good Avill nothing ; and but for some ac- 
cidental circumstgoices which threw in 
our way two'^or three persons who had 
^me slight knowledge of the country, 
we should have been wholly destitute of 
any information whatev^. The evidence 
which hjTs been given (second charge) 
has shewn how very spanty our sources 
of information were. , 

I have gone at considerable length 
Into these preliminary points; but as 
without an accurate knowledge upon 
thn subject no fair estimate can be 
made, either of the difficulties which I 
had to encounter, -or of the circumstan- 
ces and motives whicli ultimately guided 
my decision; I feel satisfied that the 
Court wiUfocgivc my thus tre^assing 
tspon tfadr tkne and attention. Eveiy 
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ikitig b liie in 11^ is at stake upon the 
issue of this investigation. I have been 
the objctt of virulent attacks and in- 
temperate observations, arid I am too 
well aware that the clamours which have 
been raised and kept alive by the inte- 
tested and disappointed may have pro- 
duced considerable impressions iiijou the 
minds of some upon whom prejudices 
and popular outcry ought not to ope- 
rate. If these attacks and clamours 
had been confined only to the interested 
and disappointed, I should have disre- 
garded them as the offspring of mean 
and selfish passions; for I know the 
sources from which many of them spring, 
and the causes which had produced 
them. Needy adventurers, either spe- 



general point of the subject; however 
much it might have tended to" 
allay the feeling which has bt^en ex- 
cited ; and, I trust, the Court therefore 
will forgive the anxiety 1 have felt to 
enter particularly Into it now* . 

I will now proceed to the chaiges: 
the Court will see tiie application of i 
these preliminary remarks, and, I trust, 
feel their importance, in tiie future con- 
sideration of this case. 
. I am most anxious not to trouble the 
Court with irrelevant or unin\portant 
■details, more particularly as the length 
at which I have already been obliged to < 
comment on preliminary points, and at 
which I must observe upon tne really- 
important |Murt8 of the case, must neces- 



culating on their own account, or as /sarily induce a wish not to occupy the 



agents for others who had looked to our 
intercourse with South Americai as a 
source of unbounded wealth, found their 
sanguine expectation again defeated. 
Many who had looked to situation and 
employments in the newly-acquired ter- 
ritories, saw the termination of all their . 
hopes and prospects. All these desari]^ 
tions, and they were numerous, consi- 
dered the person who had given up 
South America as a personal enemy, as 
the destroyer of all their hopes and pros- 
pects, and few had either the informa- 
tion, or the means necessary to as- 
certain whether their disappointment 
arose from the fallacy of their own hopes 
and speculations, even in the event of 
the success of the expedition, or from die 
Allure itself; still less were th«y inclined 
to submit to any personal sacrifices for 
any object of public interest. I wish to 
except from these observations many 
respectable merchants and individuals 
nrho were actuated by very different 
feelings, and towards myselt have pur- 
sued a very different line of coiiauct 
I cannot, and 1 should be unworthy of 
the situation and rank 1 have filled in 
life if I could, be indifferent to public 
• opinion. I am well aware that a very 
geberal irritation has been produced 
upon this subject, and I know that this 
feeling has been increased, if it has not 
in a great measure been excited, by a 
false estimate of the value of what might 
have been gained, and of what has been 
lost, t have hitherto fi-om motives of 
duty refrained from discussing this 



time of the Court. on inferior considera- 
tions. In considering these details, 1 feel 
under a difficulty imposed upon me by . 
the manner in wnich some of these points 
have been stated, and apparently pressed 
with eagerness, when 1 objected and 
afterwards forgotten. I will endeavour, 
however, shortly to observe upon those 
which do not seem to have been wholly 
dropt in the order of time in which they 
occur, as that course will best enable the 
Court to pursue the subject in a connect- 
detail, and in this view I will firs); djs-^ 
pose of that part of the subject whick 
relates to the time of year chosen and 
die preparations made before I left 
Monte \ ideo. If in adverting^o «ny of 
the subjects, I occupy the tipie <rf the 
Court upon points on which they are 
already satisfied, I trust it will be attri* 
buted to the course pursued in thefproae- 
cudon, and the impossibility of my as- 
certaining whether any impression has 
been made by them or not • I will 
candidly tell the Court the motives which 
led to each determination, and the many 
cases to a choice bet\i een opposing 41^' 
culdes, not contending that in every 
instance the choice I made, even upon 
the view of the subject presented to m^ 
at the tipie, was the best ; for it would 
be the height of presumption in me to 
do so, still less that subsequent experi- 
ence and consideration and events may 
not have proved^ that I might in many 
instances nave adc^ted better measures. 
But it will, I trust, appear to the Court, 
ifrom the detail which I am about to gvKp 
Aa 
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and the evidence fo w1;iich I sljall refer 
in support of my statement, that 1 have 
been actuated by a' zealous wish to per- 
form my duty, and so far from obsti- 
nately pursuing hasty preconceived opi- 
nions ot my own, hi^ve in all cases availed 
nfiyself of the local knowledge of others, 
determined, unhappily fer myself in some 
instances^ as I thotjglit circumstances 
compelled me to do, even against iny^ 
own judgment. 

I expected on my arrival to find a lareje 
proportion of the inhabitants prepared to 
aid our views ; accurate information for 
the arrangement of future operations 
arising from friendly intercourse with 
them, and the body of cavalry formed, 
or at least the means of forming it. I 
fbutd a country completely hostile, in 
which we could not by conciliation or 
interest procure a friendv either to assist 
or advise us, or al!brd the slightest infor- 
mation ; horses, but no adequate means 
of feeding them ; and which therefore, 
though well adapted for the armed inha- 
bitants who turn them out when tired, 
sind take others, could not, until time and 
possession had matured a new system, 
fwtm an effective b^dy of cavalry 

No one circumstance accorded witft* 
the information I had received, or by 
which I was directed to act by my in- 
sjtructfons. The same causes operated 
both to lessen the resources whicn were 
Considered as available by *those who 
sent me, and to increase the obstacles 
which were to be overcome by the means 
within my reach. I immediately began 
to make the tnost active exertions to 
counteract the effect of these disap- 

f ointments; directed steps to be taken 
y General turaley for increasing our 
cavalry; and the most unremitting ef- 
forts to be made at an unusual expence 
by the deputy-commissary, who liad 
been some time resident in the countryy 
to procure ^in, particularly for feeding 
ana hnprovmg the effective condition <3 
^avalry ; ordered positions to be con- 
structed, and every other preparation 
which occurred to myself, or was sug- 
gested b^ the experience of others ; and 
S has neither be^n stated, nor attempted 
to be proved, that I either neglected 
any suggestion on that hea^d, or failed 
ki givmg everv facility and encourage- 
icieat ta the c&iSereDt departments cou* 



nected with our prcparatldnl The direct 
contrary has been proved by the officers 
of cavalry and artillery as to their de- 
partments, and I can hardly think that 
the evidence of the compiissary-general, 
who had been only a few days in the 
country ancj^ possessed no local know- 
ledge to make up for want of former 
experience in active service, would prove 
any failure on that hei^d, to which, how- 
ever, I wiU nK>re particularly advert 
hereafter. 

The first subject of consideration* was 
the season of the year ; on full consi- 
deration I finally determined upon at- 
tacking Buenos A} res, before the winter 
season of rains, to which rWas induced 
by many motives. I knew that upon 
the arrival of General Craufurd, I should 
have cdlected all the force which I 
could expect, and all the transports 
which I could hope to procure for their 
conveyance. The difficuUtes to which 
I have alluded were not sucfi as could 
be either obviated or in anv way lessen- 
ed ; delay, therefore, would not add to 
our means of attack, while tlie exertions 
of the enemy would be hicreased from 
day to day, and more particularly when 
they heard of t|ie accession of our force 
by the troops under General Craufurd^ 
It appeared therefore to me, and those 
\¥hom I consulted, that it was most 
advisable to make every necessary pre- 
parations before the arrival of General 
Crauford, and commence our opera- 
tions as soon as he jomed ; and in order 
that I might lose no time, and mi^ht 
reach Biuenos Ayres before the rams 
commenced, horses, stores, and trbops 
were, as has appeared in evidence, em-^ 
barked the moment we heard of bis arri- 
val m the river Plata. Unfortunately 
contrary winds detained htm until ther 
approach of th« rains was daily expected, 
but still hoping to acconiplisn our main 
object, ani at the sanie time put the 
troops under cover, which could only be 
done at BuenosAyres,for at Mbnte Video 
we niust either have tdrned out the in- 
habitants, or erected barracks for that 
purpose. Before I quit Monte Video I 
must advert to circumstances which have 
been proved, as to the equipments of the 
cavalry. Upon this subject, I must refer 
the Court to the orders given for tlie re- 
duction of baggage^ dated the 5d aod 
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11th June. When the Court considers 
our limited means of conveyance for 
horsey across the rivei", end the hieffi- 
oiency of those we could convey, the re- 
duction of the baggage cannot be thought 
a matter of trilling unportauce. I re- 
quest the Court to cotnpare the evi- 
deuce which has been given upon the 
subject of those equipments with the 
orders. It has appeared, that I directed 
officers, and General Lumley in parti- 
ciilar, to communicate with my second 
iu command, upon the details of the 
army, particularly relating to the ca- 
valry. A dispute arose at a period when 
unanimity was most essential hetweei) 
my second in command and General 
Lumley, which is referred ib me. I 
had no Knowledge of what had previously 
passed, nor can the language nsed with 
reference to the Kiug*s regulations, af- 
fect me. 1 directed, tiie former orders 
to be carried into execution, but am I 
criminally answerable for the mode of 
carrying them into execution ? I was 
*vholIy Ignorant of any thing which pass- 
ed, except as it related to the general 
orders for lessening baggage, upon which 
I certainly felt some anxiety ,and I am 
satisfied that the Court will see that the 
preeepitation or want of care, if there 
uas any with which the order was^ ex- 
ecuted, or any harshness in the manner 
of doina it, could not impeach me, even 
if it had affected our preparations for 
crossuig the river, which it is distinctly 
in proof it did not^ for we carried com- 
plete equipments tor all the dismounted 
cavalry in the country. In fact, I J do 
not even recollect ever to have heard the 
detail which has been given . in court 
upon this subject. 

That I was inattentive to the cavalry has 
been completely disproved by Gen.era) 
Lumley, who epcpressly states that I af- 
forded every facility, ?ik1 encouraged 
every exertion upon that subject: th^ 
iiext, aiKi indeed the most important parj 
o( the subject, as connected with prepa- 
ratory details, is that relating to the ma- 
nagement of a supply of provisions upon 
which the Commissary-general seems to 
have considered himself not sufficiently 
Consulted by me, and, in some instances, 
misled by the Qtuarter-master-generaU 
who was particularly directed to advise 
md fissist hm, as I found he had been mi 



the Coramfisary'^nerars deparbuent 
at liome, and not ou active service, andi 
from his late arrival with General Crau- 
furd could have no local knowledge; and 
tiie preparations as to the quantity of 
provisions to be carried by the victuallers^ 
and transports, and the lasso-men had 
been made by the deputy commissary, 
who had been long resident in the coun- 
try. The Commissary has stated, thai 
he provided and carried six light carts 
ana mules, wiiich, it has been proved^, 
are more used for draught iu that coun- 
try than horses, \yhich vras, as I think I 
will shew to the Court, tlie only addi-. 
tional preparation which, with reterence 
to our means of conveyance and the ob- 
jects in view, could be necessary in ad- 
dition to those made before Mr. Bui- ' 
lock's arrival, and as I shall have pcca- 
sion to call LieuteuanC-colpnel Bourke. 
on my defence, 1 must certainly, in jus- 
tice to him, ask some questions upon, 
part of the evidence ol Mr. Bullocks 
which has as much excited my astonish-, 
ment as it must have done that of the. 
Court, namely, as to the distance of 
the place of our landing from Buenos 
Ayres, and the suppositipn of the army 
re-embarking. In order to apply the 
facts proved tq our situation and to mf 
conduct, 1 will shortly state tp the Court 
the impression under which I acted, and 
the reason for no more preparatory ar- 
rangements being made, amf will shwtly 
advert, to what has been proved to have 
actually taken place upon this part of 
the case. It has been proved that my 
original intention was to take s^ position 
to the westward of the towii, that i^ oa 
the heights of the llecolita, with myl^ 
tp the Flata, and tfius communicate with 
the fleet, and land provisions and stores^ 
and if our intelligence as to the landing* 
place, apd swamp, and road to Buenos 
Ayres, had proved correct, the provi- 
sions landed would prpba^ly h^ve been 
sufficient until we had reached that 
point. But I was also certain of a point of 
communication with the fleet on the 
march at Quilmes and Reduction, for 
though Quilmes might not be an eligible 
place to land, with the enemy in jwsses- 
«ion of the heists, above with artillery, 
still it was obvious, th^t as soon as we 
werein possession of Beductbn we could . 
(;Qmmimicale with the fleet/ and get pro^ 
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visions in various ways through the 
march, even if it was impracticable for 
horses and artillery, which, on examina- 
tion by one of the officers of the statf, it 
in fact proved to be. I bad accordingly 
made no particular arrangements as th 
fhe march, but by procuring all the lasso- 
men we could get, and taking the light 
carts provided by the Commissary. Ar- 
rangements in relation to the supply of 
the army, independent of the fleet, we 
could not make until we arrived on that 
sideofthe Plata, but it was known that we 
could have no difficulty procuring abund- 
ance ofcattle. In conformity with this idea, 
the fleet was to look for us at Quilmes, 
and if we passed, to go to the westward 
of the town ; and Admiral Murray ac- 
cordingly landed an officer to join nie 
at Qu limes on the 1st, who carried off 
orders for a supply of provisions on the 
5d ; but in adaition to this, I directed as 
an additional precaution, that pack-sad- 
dles should be carried for horses, in or- 
der as our means of transport for horses 
did not allow of our giving a separate 
establishment of horses for the commis- 
^ry, that I might transfer a ' portion of 
the mounted dragoons to the Commis- 
jsariate, in case it became necessary for 
the march upoh our landing, as to the 
i^cility of which also we had been mis- 
Intbrmed. I found the swamp presented 
80 serious an obstacle, as to make it a 
work of considerable labour, difficulty, 
and time, to assemble the army with 
artillery on the heights of Barragon. 
The men also lost much of their biscuit, 
which was spoiled in crossing the swamp 
from its depth, and I found myself 
obliged immediately to land three days' 
provisions^ in addition to the three day^ 
carried by the men ready copked, which 
I had ordered to be m readiness,' in 
case it might fcq panted with the pack^ 
saddles ana the dragoons, to attend their 
borses to escort the Commissary until 
the provisions were expended, and they 
could ag^in remount. I had before or- 
dered small ca^ks to be proyided by the 
different regimen|s for cbnveying spirits. 
The Court navq heard the swamp de- 
scribed by officers who have served in 
Other countries. It has been proved, 
tliat five of the guns, notwithstanding 
i^very exertion, were left in it : that tbfe 
light cdrt» belongini to theComnrinarj 



with the spirits could not be brought . 
through the swamp, and that in the at- • 
tempt all the casts except one were 
staved, and that almost all the provisions 
and many of the horses, were lost in the 
attempt to pass it. When the Court ad- 
vert to the intelligence which I had re- 
ceived as to the landing, and swamp, and 
road to Buenos Ayres, the reasons 1 had 
from the use made of Ensinada and Bar- 
ragon, as a port of embarkation, to sup- 
pose that information to be correct, and 
the evidence which after a long investi- 
gation, has in detached parts been ^ven 
upon the subject of these preparations, 
I cannot but flatter myself that no blame 
can be imputed to me on these points, as 
far as they apply to preparatory arrange- 
ments, and 1 should not do justice tq 
Lieutenant-colonel Bourke, or to Cap? 
tain Fraser of the artillery, or those emr 
ployed in surmounting the obstacles bp- 
posed to our progress by the swamp, if I 
did not say, that the delay in reaching 
the heights cannot be imputed to them, 
for I can, with truth say, that more zeal 
or resource was never shewn, or inde- 
fatigable executk>n used on any similar 
occasbn. It is with some reluctance 
that I enter so mqch at length into the 
subject. Or advert to this obstacle of the 
swamp, or those which occurred after- 
wards upon the march of a similar de- 
scription ; but it should not be supposed, 
that I either then or now considere4 
these as obstacles of any real impoct-i 
ance in the great scale of our opera- 
tions. I wish to be understood as no^ 
having viewed them in that light at the 
time, and as not viewing them in that 
way now. 

I am unavoidably drawn to enter into 
these details, and to appear to attacj^ 
Importance to matters of very trifiing 
comparative moment, to those which 
you are called \ipon to consider^ by th^ 
Conduct of the prosecution, ajid the 
consequence that has been given to the 
inferior arrangements, by the mode h^ 
which it has been pressed, and the time 
they have occupieti ; I use them only for 
the purpose of proving that the country, 
with reference to some of those localities 
is diffident from all others in which our 
annies have before served; and that 
with respect therefore^ to various cir- 
^lumstanc^ connected witli our tnoytr. 
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fnenks and inferior details, rules appli- 
jL'able to other countries, do not apply. 
How far it was either necessary, proper, 
or called for in a case of this description, 
^o enter into a history of all those details, 
is not for nie to judge, I am bound to 
meet every accusation, and to repel 
every imputation which is attempted to 
be cast upon me ; and I rely on the can- 
dour of the Court for excusing my occu- 
pying their time so long in those parts of 
the case. 

Notwithstanding all the exertion which 
pould be made, the artillery whieh pro- 
ceeded with the main body did not reach 
the heights until the 29th, and the whole 
of the army and remaining artillery (not 
Jeft in the swamps) did not arrive on the 
heights until the evening of the 30th. 
in consequence of all these losses of 
provisions, 1 was well aware that the men 
would have to suffer many privations, 
and I well knew that in all such cases, 
those who suifer, consider every dif- 
ficulty they are called upon to en- 
counter, and every hardslnp tliey en- 
dure, as proofs of the neglect of those 
above them, and that to a want of confi- 
<flence In the General, to whose failure 
in arrangements all these privations and 
difficulties are imputed (as every body, 
jafter such occurrences, is fertile m expe- 
dients which would have obviated them) 
Is the inevitable consequence. In this 
point of view only, could they be of any 
importance in this case. That they did 
produce a great and very prejudicial 
ptfect I am aware, and that effect, was 
increased by the subsequent failure of 
our attack, and the operation of these 
causes in guiding the opinions of others 
to the conclusion which led to the final 
result. This unfortunate circumstance 
I have cause, more than all others, to 
deplore. As far, therefore, as they are 
explanatory upon this point, I have to 
thank the prosecutor, for having intro- 
duced the subject, for I tnist the Court 
will be satisiietl that no blame or neglect 
is imputable to me on this ground. 

I gave orders, with respect to the com- 
missary's department, which will be read, 
and, in part, found before 1 left the 
heights, that there would be no difficulty 
in procuring a plentiful supply of cattle 
ana sheep, and the ^Court have heard 
ffom Colond Nugent, that iq conse* 



quence of my request, that he would 
send out a foraging party, he volunteered 
that duty, and brought in about four 
thousana sheep' on the morning o£ 
the 50th, upon wlrich the Commissary 
deliberately expressed his doubts as to 
their affording a Sufficient supply for an 
army of 8000 for two days. 

Dili the Commissary hhnself after- 
wards states, that there was an ample 
supply of cattle and sheep procured at 
the farm-houses and by foraging parties. 
We knew also that the march to the point 
where fffe could again communicate with 
the fleet could only occupy two days, 
and had no reason to entertain any ap- 
prehension on this head. 

Befor*; 1 quit this subject I must ad- 
vert to the complaint, I may almost call 
it, of one of the general officers upon 
the subject of camp-kettles, lasso^ 
men and wdnt of spirits, upon the first. I 
have only to remind the Court that the 
observation of Brigadier-general Craa- 
furd would have been applicable to the 
old camp-kettles, but was quite misap- 
plicable to those now in use, which can- 
not be carried by the men : we had only 
one very small light cart with the army, 
for those brought by. the Commissary, 
though built light for the purpose, could 
not be got through the swamp, and as 
the men carried three days provision 
ready cooked, and the Commissary was 
to have had three days more, and we 
were to communicate with the fleet, and 
expected to reach Buenos Ayres before 
the provisions carried by the men were 
expended, and knew we could procure 
abundance, meat and camp-kettles^ 
therefore would, with our limited means 
of conveyance, have been, in my opi- 
nion, an improper incumbrance. The 
complaint or want of lasso-men would 
have been rather singular, as coming 
from the body of the army, having the 
rifle crops and light infantry companies : 
if we had depended upon cattle, which, 
in fact, we did not, for the main body, 
as the Court have heard, found no want 
of sheep, and Colonel Mahon also states 
that his division found no difiiculty hi 
procuring cattle in large quantities, 
*' sheep and oxen more than they re- 
quhed-to slaughter,'' are his expressions, 
although he had, as appeared on his evi- 
dence> no lasso-men^ and upon the sulh 
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ject of SDkitSy I had issued orders tp 
have small casks provided for their con- 
veyance, and the Commissary has sh^wa 
the impracticability of bringing theiit 
forward. That the men suttered pri- 
vations, and were subject to considerable 
inconvenience from the weather and 
wading through the rivulets, and from 
fatigue and want of spirits, and were, 
from long confinement onboard of ship, 
jDot in the best condition to encounter 
these circumstances I well know; but, 
when all these circumstances are fully 
considered, I cannot accuse myself of 
having been wanting in attention to tbefr 
circumstanced, or of any failure of exer- 
tion in endeavouring to remedy them. 

I will now advert to the march, for ex- 
plainmg whidi I must again avail lyy^ 
self of the recollection of the Court as 
to the nature of the country and the 
obstacles which presented themselves; 
the facilities it atlorded of giving to the 
troops accommodation both ot provi- 
sion and fuel, the first rendered necessa- 
ry by tlie losses of provision. I have 
bieen describing the latter both tor cookins 
and for drying men, who had, on each 
day's march, to wade through deep 
water, an object of attention to troops 
just landed after a nine months' voyage, 
and the nature of the resistance which 
could be opposed to us by the enemy. 
These ana other considerations com- 
bined, which r will state, induced me to 
adopt the arrangement of dividing the 
army in the manner which has been de- 
tailed. \N'hether I adopted the bjest 
mode of proceeding, or, if I did not, 
whether any such degree of culpability 
can attach to me on this head, as to have 
justified the making of it a subject of 
elaborate evidence, will be for the Court 
^o judge. Estanious or farms occur, at 
#hort intervals, from Barragon to Buenos 
Ay res alopg the edge of the heights above 
the swamp ; but tnese farms do pot ex- 
tend into the couptry to the south-west, 
so as to' have epaoled us to marchr 
in more than one column without 
losing the advantages I have before de- 
railed, of provision and fuel. At these 
)iou^, in general, sheep were to be 
found, but always fuel for drying the 
men and cooking the victuals. The 
country is open» and no enemy appeared 
t* interrupt our |>rogress, for the sc^t^ 



tered horsemen which folbwed and sac- 
rounded us were not an object of atteo- 
tion: no danj^er, tlierefore, could arise 

' from tlie division of the army into ihrte 
corps, and by moving on in successicm, 
and regulating our marches and halts, as 
it has been proved was the case, by the 
situation of these faring, I ensured to the 
men the use of fuel, and as much cover 
as the country afforded on the halts at 
night, and tins without in the least im- 
peding our march or rather arrival and 
junctions at Reduction, at which place, 
it lias been proved, I meant to bring up 
the rear division, and renew our provi- 
sion from the fleet, and land our pon- 
toons, if necessary, and such other stores 
as we might want. It afforded also the 
advantage of using the advanced division 
for the purpose of reconnoitering the 
country, while the rear division was com* 
ing up, and without losing time, for 
which purpose great part of the light 
battalion and rifle corps was sent forward 
with the advance, and that this was one 
of the main objects of sending forward 
the advance, will appear most distinctly 
from the reports of Greneral Gower to 
me on each day's march, which 1 will 
hereafter read ; from one of the last of 
which it will be seen, that if the distance 
and circumstances would have permitted 
he would have pushed on and occupied 
it, or passed the rtver, according to cir^ 
cumstances, on the evening of tne 1st. 

That no difficulty could arise ip reach- 
ing Reduction from Barragon in two 
days, one of the points enquired into, is 
obvious, for both the mam bodv under 
myself^ and the divi^n under Colonel 
Mahon, did march from Barragon to 
Reduction in two days, my division ob 
the 30th and 1st., Colonel Mahon's on 
the 1st. and 2d. Had it been possible 
therefore to have assembled the army on 
the heights in the course of the 28th, we 
should have arrived at Reduction on the 
30th. Much evidence has been gone 
into as to the march,. the length of time 
occupied by it on each day, Uie exhaust^ 
ed state of the troops, and frecjuent 
halts, and as a very, able and experience 
ed officer high in command. Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty, mentioned the latter circum- 
stance ill answer to some questions frqitj 

"the Court, as oneof the causes of delay 
and fatipe, I shoQldt i^ it had UQt been 
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explained by other evidence, have felt 
incumbent on nie to have Called wit- 
nesses upon the^^e points. But after the 
evidence of Colonel Mahon, to which 1 
particularly call the attention of the 
Court, I cannot feel it necessary. He 
had four six-pounders and a howitzer, 
but to counteroalance the effect of the pro- 
portion of artillery with his division being 
larger than the other, he had 200 seamen 
to assist them ; and the artillery officers 
were so satisfied with the assistance i^iven 
to the gun?, as to make report to Capt. 
Praser, which hardly accords with tJie 
detail given by Colonel Mahon, that 
they occasioned* no impediment to the 
march. But in this Lieutenant-colonel 
Wahon caiinot be mistaken, his evidence 
is not th^t of opinion^ for m answer to 
the prosecutor's questions, he details the 
number of hours and miles on each day : 
the 1st marched eight miles in near nine 
hours and a half, including a halt to rest 
the men in the middle of the day ; 2d, 
he marched before day-light and did not 
reach Reduction until' after five o'clock, 
from nine to eleven miles ; and on the 
day he left Reduction about a quarter 
past ten or eleven o'clock, he did not 
cross the bridge until dark, in near five 
o'clock, tlie distanc-e about seven miles ; 
and stating, that he speaks from expe- 
rience, and he wan, the only person **ho 
marched that rout;, he says, that he could 
Jrtot have marched from Reduction to 
the Coral with the artillery in one day. 
He particularly states the unavoidable 
necessity of continued lialts from the 
rivulets and the marshy banks, and the 
consequent delay of the artillery, though 
he proves that every exertion w as made 
by the- seamen, and afterwards to some 
question put by myself, he proves, what 
after the above details was almost unne- 
cessary, that the^e delays were occa- 
sioned by the nature of the country, and 
that he conceived few countries would 
have presented so many obstacles. It 
will be recollected that Sir Sam, Auch- 
muty was in the rear of my column, and 
that I was in the front with the guns, and 
therefore, like Colonel .Mahon, conti- 
nually abliged to halt while the guns 
were crossing these obstacles. After so 
minute and particular a detail eiven by 
an ofhcer commanding a division, and 
Ihcreforc nf>t a casual observer, but pay- 



ing attention fo these points, I should 
deem it a waste of thne if 1 made any 
further observatbn, or called any furth^ 
evidence upOn that subject. 

The Court will recoilect, that it was 
proved to have been my intent'on to 
halt the main body at Reduction, 
to bring <ip Colonel Mahon's brigade. 
The advanced corps, as will appear from 
one of General Gower's reports, was to 
have pushed on to reconnoitre the river 
on the 1st ; and if it had proved practi- 
cable, to have occupied the bridge as far 
towards it as possible ; but it will be seen 
that on General Gower's arrival beyond 
Reduction, which village he left to be 
occupied by the main body, he found the 
river and bridge at a greater distance 
than had been reported to us (it having 
been stated to be only five miles from 
Reduction,) and accordingly he halted 
there. In consequence of this, I deter- 
mined, as has appeared in evidence, to 
go forward on the morning of the 2d, 
and with part of General Craufurd*9 
brigade, to reconnoitre the river and the 
bridge, which was reported to have been 
burned; while the navy landed provir 
sions for the troops and also the pon- 
toons, if our reconnoissance should prove 
that they were necessary. Orders had 
been given as has appeared in evidence 
for that purpose. It nas also been proved, 
that the rainy period of the year was ap- 
proaching, or rather arrived. I will not 
call it the rainy season, as the rains, 
though frequent and heavj', are not so 
incessant as in the countries were they 
are so called. I was apprehensive of 
the health of the troops if too long ex- 
posed, and most anxious to arrive ib 
the vicinity of Buenos Ayres, where only 
I could put tlieni under cover. An old 
and experienced inhabitant, one of the 
only three w^e took on our march, 
had, as the court have heard stated his 
opinion on the 1st before we reached Re- 
duction, that the rains were coining on, 
which would have swelled the river and 
possibly left us no choice but that of a 
direct attack at, or in the vicinity of the 
bridge, where the enemy would have 
had a most decided advantage from the 
nature of the ground and a numerous- 
artillery; and in the imprudence of which 
the Court have heard it proved, every 
officer in the army concurred. It has been 
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proved^ that a. heavy rata commenced 
la the night. Apprehensive therefore 
of the cohsequeuces of any delay, even 
of a day, at Reduction, though' for iin- 
porlant objects, I determined to mcvve 
to the left; and turn the head of the 
river, or cross some ford above the 
bridge; and early in the morning sent 
I^iepjtenant-coloBel Bourke to General 
Gouer with tlw orders which have been 
detailed from recollection by General 
Gower, Colonel Bourke, and Colonel 
Tonrens, the latter of whom, from his 
-very precise recollectu^n of the very 
terms in which the order was written by 
himself, will, I have no doubt, be consi- 
dered as giving the most accurate ac- 
conhtofthem, if any thing turns upon 
t^e way k which they were worded. ^ 
. General Gower's > ans^v^r was here 
read, hi which he stated, ^that he should 
march at nine o'clock from the left^ in- 
.. tending to occupy, the high ground on 
that side Uie Chuelo; and that he did 
so in consequence of not being able to 
find a practicable pass below the head of 
the river.- 

The Court will see, that every doubt 
vhich might arise as to the nature of the 
Orders carried by Colonel Bourke. with 
Tespectto ^ur route, is^one away by 
' this answer, which musjL be taken as im- 
))re^rng G^'neralGower's understanding 
of them" a( the time. He stafes, that he 
would keep the high ground on this side 
. the Chuelo, until he could find a practi- 
cable ford or turn the head of the river ; 
ai>d details his reasons for preferring this 
lineof march, and most decidedly states, 
• heiwouldiiot even try the Passo Chico, 
aod this del erminati<JnwaS;adppted after 
consulting mtU the guide in presence, 
as the Court have heard, of Colonel 
Bourke. . . 

It has appeared,. that immediately on 
ti>e receipt of the letter, I put the niain 
body of the army in motion ; and I will 
pfove, that in consequence of the letter 
and the information communicated by 
Colonel- Bourke, I told the guide, who 
was with Colonel Bourke, to lead the 
column of march, and that he was not to 
carry us to the Passo Chico, but to the 
next practicable ford above it. An in- 
spection of the map, and the evidence 
which I will produce, will completely 
prov« that if General Gower had not 



been led by some catise to alter hH 
route, as expressed in his letter, we 
should have dr^wn nearer together in the 
course of the day instead of separatin^^ 
The Court will also recollect, that in 
conformity with this letter, the order of 
march was immediately altered, and in- 
stead of moving by the right as we had 
dope befoie, when we followed the ad- 
vanced guard, we moved by the lefL 

I will call Colonel Bourke wTio led 
the colunm of march that day, to prove, 
that so strong was his impresssion tliat 
the columns would close nearer and not 
Siiparate from each other ; that when he 
saw General Gower marchiiia in a direc- 
tion from us, he mentioned it to the 
giiide, who assured him, tliat we should 
follow in the same direction as soon as 
we crossed the Arrogan de Mt^siel ; and 
so little did he then suppose that the two' 
divisions w^onld separate, that he rested 
s^atisfied with this answer and did not 
even repeat the circumstance then to 
me, but made^ as he has stated in his 
former evidence, an unsuccessful, at- 
tem[)t to move in a direction rather more 
tp the right, which, was fovind inipracti* 
cable, and we were obliged to cross the 
Arrogan de Missiel at the point to wl^lchf 
the gtiide was leading us. 

It has been proved that Gen. Gower/ 
at a articular part of the march, turned 
to the right, and, I think, that upon read- 
mg the above letter, looking at the map, 
and hearing the evidence of Colonel 
Bourke upon this subject, it will be im- 
p<;)ssible to impute the separation of the 
division of the army to me. It has 
been asked wliether any steps were 
taken to reconnoitre the river above the 
bridge, or the Passo Chico. 

I certainly had given lio particular 
order for reporting on that day>.nor 
taken any particular step for reconnoi- 
tring the' river, nor could 1 conceive it 
necessary: I apprehend it to be the duty 
ot an officer commanding an advanced 
division under such circunistauceis to re- 
port, and accordingly,! received, as I 
have stated, regular reports from General 
Gower 6n the 28th. 29tb, ami 30th of 
June, and two reports . on the 1st July, 
though we met at some periods of each 
of those days he even reported particu- 
lar occurrences in the day, and sent 
sketches of. his jiosi^on.. 
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. ite had also acted on the whole of 
the nriarch as a reconnoitering divi- 
sion for the ^^est of the array, aiid was 
provided, with troops adapted to that 
object. The river and passes were 
at too great a distance to justify send- 
ing forward any small body, and the 
"Waiting the result of any such recon- 
noissance would have delayed our 
march, and the main object, that of 
crossing the . river before the rain 
rendered it impracticable. 

Having from the motives before 
stated, abandoneid the first plan of 
approaching the bridge, I was on this 
inarch of the 2d, pl^ed in the same 
situation as on the preceding days, 
with the difference only, that both 
divisions were making a flank move- 
ment by our left, but the effect was 
fhe same, for the advance was as be- 
fore, between me and the river^ 
at about the same distance as the pre- 
ceding days, which distance, as 1 
h&ve shewn, would have been les- 
sened if General Gower had pursued 
fhe route mentioned in his letter, 
and was therefore still acting as the 
reconnoitring body of the rest. And it 
is obvious that if General GoWer had 
pursued the route mentioned in his 
letter, a prolongation of the march 
of each division , on the line upon 
'which we flrst set out, must have 
brought us in the course of fhe day, 
or at least before night, in communi- 
cation^ with each otiier, as we had 
been every preceding day,, and we 
liad not actually joined. I should have 
batn within the reach of supporting 
his division, as I had stated it was 
my intention to do in my letter to 
General Gower, who, on one of the 
^ preceding days, halted, and reported 
Spanish officers reconnoitring in his 
front as indicative of the possible pre- 
sence of the enemy, would have 
failed to pursue the same course when 
we approached the towni, or at least 
if he had gone forward according to 
the latitude given in his orders, and 
taking advantage of the panic of the 



enemy at our ippreiach in such fbi^ 
towards the town, after crossing the 
river, had' occupied the suburbs of 
die town without resistance, he would 
have reported the circumstance. 

On the supposition atid the |K)ssibilttr 
of the effect of the panic arising from 
our suddenly crossing the river and ar« 
riving unexpectedly before the town, 
and an apprehensi6n of our imme« 
ditately entering it, inducing a wish 
on the part of the enemy to surretH" 
der, I had authorized General Gower 
to summon the town before my arri- 
val with the main body, but tha1t I 
meant to authorise him to sepahite 
from the main body isquite impos^ble, 
from the niature of the order. Whiefk 
was to feel his way across the river, 
that is, reconnoitre as he had done on 
the march of the preceding days fdt 
the main body, and in fact, using 9 
term,implying more caution instead of 
less tian on former days, that of feel- 
hfig his way, and concluding whk 
^ting that I would support him, 
^bich is utterly ifieonsistent with the 
idea of separating 5 and the court wOl , 
find on referrmg to the evidence of 
General Gower and fcolonel Tcfrrens, 
that in these two particulars, of feel- 
ing his way across the river, arid sup- 
port, they both agree, even as to tjo 
twms as well as t^c 
If 1 have proved, 1 
vlctionof th^Codin 
tions, that I never 
a sepa^ion shdnl 
I think it must be 
General Gower's 1< 
neyer contemplateci 
such a separation 
that I was not well 
think the Court ^ 
reason to believe, from the evidence 
which has been given by General 
Gower himself. 

tet me ask the Court to whom 
this separation of the arrav is to be im- 
puted? Am 1 to be charged ^vith 
not taking precaution against this d«- 
Bb 
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viation of march io General Gower ? 
On the contrary, was it not the duty 
of General Gower, if any circura- 
ftances induced him to alter his route, 
to report it to me, and to halt until he 
made such a report, and received ray 
orders, or at all events, to have ap- 
prised me of tlie alteration of his, 
route, and his reasons for it. The 
Court will also recollect, that the 
^ter9tion of route in General Gower, 
did not occur from ignorance on his 
part of the situation ot' the main body.^ 
for though we coulcj not distinguish 
the advance from the Arrogande. 
Messeil, it is proved by General Gtjw- 
er and others, that he not only saw 
^le n^inboctyon ihenxarch, but actu- 
vally Mw us wfapn he arrived at the 
ford of Chuelo. I marched, as I 
suppose, towards the same tbrd, not 
the Chuelo, which was expressly ex- 
cluded. He was on my riglit, while 
we were moving to the flank in 
^ly front as before. As jsoon as we 
sirrived at the river^ we pdnted to- 
wards Buenos Ay res, in the samt^re- 
ijptiye position thereto^ as on the 
preceding days 5 and it ts inkpossible 
that he could have lost the main body> 
sis he was between me and the river, 
unless he tiad deviated from the route 
stated in His letter, and turned short 
to the right. 

. It ^ most painful to me to have 
t)een oUiged to enter into this detail, 
and make these observations. It is 
iK)t my wish or inclination, and cer- 
^inly has not been my practice, to 
in^te blame to others for the pur- 
pose of defendiaag myself;, but I stand 
charged with too l\eavy a responsibi- 
lity, to make it pobsihle for me to 
forbear stating what is necessary for 
my defetice, though in so doing, 1 
may unfortnnate^- call in question the 
conduct of others, 

I will proceed with the remainder 
of the march of that day. .We crossed 
the Arrogan de Messeil, and ascended 
l^e heights on the otlier «»ide, aad 



there it was that we first discovevecf 
that we had lost all traces of General^ 
Gower, although our view from that 
ground was very extensive. It wa» 
now three, some of the witnesses say 
half after three o'clock 5 approaching, 
therefore, at. that season of the year, 
to the close of the evening. 

We were still more ttan six milea 
from the river, and the range of 
view ^ven by the ground, within 
which range we saw no trace of Ge- 
neral Gower, made it obvious that any* 
attempt to ascertain his position in a 
country in which we could not move 
or send a party after the evening 
dosed must be fruitless. It remained 
therefore, only to consider what w«a 
best to be done j with reference to the 
main division, \ve conkl hardly hope 
ever to reach, much less pass the ri- 
ver that night > it b doubtful whether^ 
by any exertion, we could even havej 
got near it -, that evening we were m 
fiiencmity of some large farms, af- 
fording^ wood to dry the men and cook" 
their victuals, and a supply of cattle* 
and in a very extensive range of yJew, 
otdy one home in sight on bur Fine o£ 
march at the distance-ctf about a mile*' 
The utmost distance we could havin 
then marched, could O^ly have brought 
us to the swampy ground in the vi- 
cinky of the river Without being able^ 
to ensure any acconnnodation to the 
troops. It was obvious that what- 
ever might be General Gower's situa- 
tion, I could not hope to ascertain it 
tliat eveniiig. While considering of 
the niost eligible course to pursue, f 
was, as has been proved to the Courts 
joined by Sir Samuel Auch'nuuy from 
the rear, whose opinion immediate)/ 
decided mine for hailing that night. 

I b^d ordered Coloiiel Mahpn to 
follow the niain body, but the ocgnr- 
renccs of the day,, and uiiceriaiaty of 
otir route ♦he next day, made^ m« 
think it more adviseable to order him 
to halt at Reduction, until I had 
a^certi^ned the situation of tJic ad« 
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ranee and the best' place for crossing 
the river. I have thus fnlly and 
Candidly stated all' the circumstances 
connected with the unfortunate sepa- 
ration of the army on the 2d, which 
1 mufet ever consider a3 the origin of 
all my misfortunes. It has been ask- 
ed whether the whole army might not 
have arrived in the suburbs of Buenos 
Ayres on the 2d, from Reduction, and 
some officers have given it as their 
opinion that it might, but when the 
Court advert to the circumstances of 
the' march of General Gower's divi- 
ision, which was completely a forced 
one, and in which the guns were left, 
the latter part of the march, near the 
river, that from the way in wliich 
the march bad been pushed, the light 
battalion and rifle corps were com- 
pletely exhausted, that General bum- 
ley's brigade were still more so j and 
that they did not r^ach the siaburbs un•^ 
til dark, and General Gbwer's corps 
moved from a front three miles in ad^ 
vance of Reduction 5 I trust it will^ 
*ven now appear very doubtful whe- 
ther the bringing the whole army on 
the 2d into the suburbs of Buenos 
Ayres could have been accomplished. 
In what way it w as accomplished by 
one corps, theCoui t has seen; and I have 
stated tuliy why it was not attempted 
by the main bcxly. I rely upon the 
candour of the Honourable Members 
of the Court upon this subject, satis- 
fied that they will in this, as well as 
in every other instance, fofm their 
judgment upon the intonnatipu I pos- 
sessed, and the impressions which | 
might fairly and naturally entertain 
at ithe time from the existing circum- 
stances, and not judge nie by the event 
ot any consequeiipps wliich ensued, t 
will nov/ proceed to the plan of, anji 
preparation for the attack. 

On my joining General Gpwpr on 
the 3d, I found him not in the posi* 
tion to Which he had been^directedi tp 
proceed, namely, th6 westward sub* 
prbj^, SQ as to communicate with the 



shipping which had always been my 
object, but on the side opposite to ths 
Plata, which position he had taken up 
immediately after the action of the 
24 ; as I found him so posted, and he 
had been in possession of the ground 
the dj^v before, it was natural that 
I should 
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battety and assault^ The first* n^tr 
with'stkndrnjr ' the' opinions ^fcb 
hBd been giv^ upon that subje^i^ 4 
fed Hot think practicable at ftc tinie, 
iibf db I now, and I think the very, 
distinct iiiid forcible reasons, j;iven by 
Colonel Bonrke upon that subject^ 
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town^ at least 116 greait effact of that 
s6rt> which is generdUy the most'ef* 
fectual consequeooe of a bombardv 
ment, would have resqlted ftom it i 
the effect even of our heaviest gam 
(twenty-four pounders), which Jbad 
been tried at Monte Vide^ upon dift 
houses, had shewn that even batte? 
ries would not have the same effect 
as upon other towns, and therefore 
mij[ht be slow in their (^raUon«. aD4 
the vicinity of the town afforded np 
commanding position, for the Toros 
and Residencia, . though eligible as . 
posts to attack from, were not cocdt 
manding positions from which thie 
her centre of the body of tlie town oouU 
' in be annoyed ; and in addition to £d) 
ich these reasons, that mode of attack, 
dd, if, successful, must be attended witii 
leir jgreat destruction to the property aa 
iqb well as lives of the inhabitants^ jaikl 
itly therefore objectionable, as tending ^iq 
rful increase' the, hostility of theinlembw 
iar. tants towards us, which was ^ moat : 
oix- importiant pf all considerations iq 
It I . which I had to attend with reference 
dg- either to the letter or spirit of my m^ 
iof structions, the objects in view not 
vas only of the government of -this coub* 
ob- try, but of the country itself 5 aa it 
ire- was obvious, that luiless that hostili^ 
al- could in some degree be lessened, np 
liso force which this country could spar^ 
adr for so distant an object, cpuld procure^ 
md or at least iiiaitxain any footing whicb 
Ityi would be valuable either in a political 
de- or commercial point of view, 
ca- Tothe last mode, that of assault, there 
ion did not appear then, nor have- 1 heard 
ex- stated or given in evidence. any pbn 
the jection biit that of the possibility of 
ure its failure, for in its effectis, if it did 
I of succeed, it does not seem difficult to 
ate prove^ that it was >muc)i preferable tp 
pid the second. Presuming it,' for the sak^ 
AJl of the argument, to be successful^ it 
* in was obviously preferable so '&r, as. the 
cory troops were coi|cerned 5 for tbqvigli \i 
t\^ jnigiu be attepded wi^t ^om^ 4oss, it 



Digitized by VjiOOQIC 



M»MMQ% 



lit 



wmU^' the maooN^nt it !6npceede4> 
nSord the ineans pf ODipfortaUe 4Cr 
conunodationy and pieveoit all the 
losses and diminution 6*010 the e^ec^ 
tkestreng^ of tbejarmy by sickness, 
fatigue and protracted operations 
et that season of the year< I knew 
that the inhabitaiUs would in some^ 
nieasure assist in the de^nc<^^ and 
from t]^ nature of the construction of 
the squares of houses and their tbt 
roofs, was awar^ thajt they would 
be occupied} but ii-oraaU their^for- 
matioa 1 obtained firona, those in^nie- 
diately wiA the ^rroy, and the pri- 
soners, two Spanish officers, exami^j-; 
ed> as the Court have heard, on the 
morning of the 4.th, I was led tp mp^ 
pose^ that the Spanish troops wqul4 
aet in the streets, as had been deter.- 
mined bj^ X>iniers, in moveable (cq4 
jumns, and behind such travei^es and 
defepoes as they could erect, Jntbet 
vicimty of the tort and great square 
ia the ceirtre of the town. Anattaok^ 
therefore, which br^v^ht us in coan 
tact immediately with the Spanj^ 
troops wonld necessarily be the leas^ 
aaoo^ying of. all others to the inhabit 
tants. 

The capture of,the place would ii| 
that case have been the conseque^ice 
of the defeat and slaughter only ■ of 
$he f^ldiers with wham the contest 
would have been. In the other it 
would have arisen from the, protracted 
Jiardships and the destniction of the 
property and lives of the inliabitants. 

It must be admitted, that in an as^-, 
jsauH with auy troops, however we^l; 
disciplined, some injury would be 
4one to tlie inhabitants J but itca% 
not be contended, that in a well xegu*, 
Jated army such injuries could t^r 
atjy, the most dista^/ proportion to 
those which would arise from bom*^ 
bardoaent. With reference, ti^rOn 
/ore, either to the army or^ha t^wn,* 
, I atill think tliat it had the pr^ferenoe^ 
over the other plan, presuming, as t 
fi^d before, upoa M» suq^ess : lypo. 



whiohi wUHh^mfiire mdMi^n le^ 
observations^, cw»^ip^it, .«fh j^ 
keniDt:^bIe . m^a^^si ei^ ijbe Gim% 
will do hereajEte^ wilfh i^j^u^p^ M 
the Air pI«42alb^l^eft^ tibeti<)a viieil 
in was ^dopte4> an4 ^.^OCPntHig %| 
the ttnfortunater^iwltf^^,,, .. < i; 

Theiirstpoint |» 4^0^^^ 
view M^as the probable r!8»«lisi^«e| anil 
neau the mod^ pf^ attack bes^adaj^ 
to ov^rcom^ ittjot resistance I ^lam 
hefore #ta^ thajt it ^as ui»4«MNM 
the tops of the;ho^se^ ;v^oulcl be^iH 
pje4» and from tbB known ilegjUi^ 
of t^e inbabi^ntiif it w^ spf poaeA 
that ^py of tb6n^,H*paldtake.*p5pi^J» 
tlie ^^fenoe, an4 thjK their postwet^ 
be op the roofs Q^ the bons^> ifds^ 
th<^ Spapishiroops oifered AJFesis^iRO^ 
in th^ ^tr^e(s, and deli^nfied.thei^ 
a^d such^eft^pce^i as^y miglUii^ 
prepared ii^ the streets of t^ 1in«ii# 
We .therefiae looked for a vi^gectHit 
re&istanc;e.> but I will i^k^ tlH» G^wi 
and . ev€^ry iodivi^al memhef ^J^ 
whether from any ei^^ienoe 14 0th 
diem times, ftwn a^ thing J^nM 
down to us in j«ililAjy Wtmi» ^»Me 
the laaodart) ^stetn of wmmH^-mi 
the use of tire m'm ; ha| pnivail^^ 
even from any i^npation m )M 
recpivied, G^ obsfucwitien^ii^ heimftd^ 
as to the>^ti% rf ^e tnhjjibitaiiHg^ 
if any th'MBabut:thea«Jti«ilJ»suJt.c«iiw 
have led us to ^rm (n«».t>estw»flle-.fif 
the re^istaqi^e n^e» T:hqiisap(l94>f MH 
stances might Jpf mentioned i|i,wtefc^ 
acertain proportion pi' a ycMong an^fen 
tive p(;f(i|lation baye inoreaaed #)»; 
strewgtUofadefemtipjacmji* bul^dip 
general popwlati^ hasMways imped-i 
«d, mstead j©f asaidting the effocb^f 
the defending army? not (Xfnt^emh X 
w4Uvi^iiture.tO'i^jr, be prodw^ed, j|^) 
Vj^hich it Is UQ: e^ag^errttion Ja.,sj^ii 
that every mai^ i^uibitanrj> ..^(^fc^et^ 
6ee or slave, fought wi|h a Wfolutieii 
and perseverance* which ^oujd j^ 
have I^een . ej^pecred, even^ froni- 4^ 
enthua'^m 0^' reiligioa aod nati<^ 
F^Udig^,. or: \k9i msit 'vm^^f^.m^ 
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iiiipkcaMe hostaify. I am ready to 
cohfesft, tiiat I had hot contemplated 
the|)bs^bility of sdibfa Jt r^istafwie'sd 
cmaotted by di6 whole popalation, 
nw 'do 'I belief it Was «ipposetf**t)V 
foreseen by olheri, I wlH not Resort 
taany of th^ oommon-plirce obserya- 
fitos, howaver foitiblfe their applica- 
tidft might %e'upok- opinions formtkf 
after khe resuH , but whatever shades 
of ^difference of oi5ini^n thfete might 
bsvetieen amotig die general officers 
«rtho^ oomman<iKng in the attack^ 
4rr ' those • more immediately ' about 
myself, and t6^bm the details were 
j;4ven the preceding day as to the 
pkiVy compared with other modes of 
mtack, ' 1 think I mAy assume, fTy>m 
-v^Ast passed on the 4tfi*, and the evi- 
4eacp which has been given^ that n^ 
#ae-coQtempla(^ the resistance we 
eaoMnteM^ or tlie'^'con^^ences 
tvliidienstted, or in feet (he fbilure of 
Aii'attack', whether the 'genrtral officers 
i<l«eiidinf contidcred-tbijms^h'es con- 
8<^d ornoty and whether, under the 
c^caMRtmces in which they were 
ca^M together^ and my obserrafions" 
a» te^ fiSiftig myself eompfetled to 
adofK it, from eircuimtai!k:es against 
my judgment, and the discussion 
wfciclr afterwards took place, at thei 
alteratton of theattadc, and "Genera! 
Lumley's ^nestion^ on the subject o^ 
the plan> and th# explanatrcfn by^ 
€teoeral Gower at the table, c^ the 
details, by referring to the map, as is 
d«soribed in the evidence ; they 
either c^ght, or were at Hberty tq 
have* stafi^ any strong feeling thejr 
might' have upon the suh^t, is not 
fbrnieto determine^ bat I tbink^tt 
is cJear, -that any general offi^ who 
had •contemplate su<^ a result wbuJd 
either publicly or privately liave sub^ 
mitted his opinion to me. No sucJi 
was. given me, either directly or indi^' 
ifecUy r f<M* the Court will see, upon 
an accurate examination evpn of Co- 
lonel Pack's evidence, that 1 could not 
•oUec^ eten from what' w^ stated 



between hfra and me, that he* 
thought unfavourably of the plan, as 
hr^ objections were confiiied to a want 
of ^me implements for breaking 
open the houses, for which 1 ordered 
every possible search to Be made. 
Having stated thus fully the nature of 
tlie expectation! might probably en- 
tertain at tlietime of the resistance to 
be expected, I come now to the mode 
of ^ittack; The object was to pass 
through the' to^xni as rapidly as possi- 
ble So ^is to come in contact with the 
Spani^ soldiers, considering the in- 
habitants as less an object of attend 
tion. 

Tlie plan embraced flieir centre de* 
fences, the colurtms were not to pfersc^ 
pere in spite of all obstacles on their 
particular lirte of attack, biit to Si- 
verge to the tianks so as to gain jMOsi- 
tions, olr rather the houses next the 
river, so' as to occupy two Ifries of 
flanfc position, as near to the mahf 
defences of the enemy as the troops 
could establish themselv€?s : this^ is 
obvious from the orders themselves^ 
the distribution of the trqops, which 
were divided so as to occupy all but 
the three ceptre .<»treets, and the arir 
iwer g^ven to General tumley*s ques- 
tion at the meeting of all the oflRcers/ 

I particularly reqbesrt the attention 
of the Court to this, because it will 
be seen that the o^ost fatal conse- 
quences, if not the whole of tb^ un- 
fortunate rerjult of thjit day, arose 
from a peglect of their orders by tlio- 
columns, in which strict attention to 
them was mo^t impoitant. ' '^ 

The men were to enter unloaded/ 
and proceed as r.lpidly as possible, ana 
not to fire on any account,* and thi^ is 
stated ^intedly in one of the charges 
as ah offence j I hardly know wlxe- 
ther it is tiecessaryto defend myself 
on this bead. |t is a point, as a gene- 
ral military pj^e upon which diflerences 
of opintonfe may and do exist. The 
Court' has seen thai different opinions 
ha>'e been eutertaincd . by the wit*^ 
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Ileuses; but one of |^ wit^pe&ses, Sk. 
S; Audirputy, who gives his opjniqa 
ip favour of cntenn^ the town unr^ 
loaded, has stated a ti^ct, oot in snpr 
port of, tliat opinion, but incide^ntally , 
Confirms the propriety of it, namely, 
that the dunger of the head of his op- 
liimn was iug'reased by the ftn^g oi\ 
his own column from the rear. The> 
reasons for the order intlns,instani;e 
were, tlial the fire could, be of no use. 
against the people on tlie roofs of tlje, 
houses, who were behind parapets, 
and completely concealed, except at. 
the morneut of firing, and the main 
object, therefore, was to pass on as 
rapidly, as possible, until the columns 
encountered those ot' the enemy, and 
neitlier to run the hazard of ^ny delay, 
from the men iising their fire, which. 
is difficult to prevent/, or of any 
mischief arising from the*, columns 
crossing betore it was su£^ent<^.. 
ly light td ;^<listinguish each other. 
1 canuot, therefors^, take blamie t(^ 
myself for this order, and should not 
haveaiiyerted to it at all if it.h^d npt 
been 39 pointedly mentioned in the, 
charge. I have stated the motiye»i 
which led me to adopt the plan of at- 
tack, to which, after the evidence, 
which has been given, I may now be. 
allowed to add 01^ which, in a case 
cfthis sort, miglit, I trust ifairly, and 
actually did operate upon my mind, 
that of i ts being approved by ^n officer; 
whose opinion cpi^d not but be en-, 
titled to weight, , 

Tlie next point to which I will, 
advert, is, that of the orders ,given 
upon the subject of the situation in 
which X was tobejfound for the pur- 
pose of receiving reports, and whether 
that was communicated tp tl\e gen^- 
ral^ and officers commanding, and the 
directions, that after pccvipying the. 
line of attack, »f >bey guju^ the.'u;^ 
point,. th^y shouW Ayait for furtl^er. 
orders. In explaining this^ I must 
further observe* that no particular 
aituatiou was assiguei in order jifipr^ 



mys^^dtlie second, in cpinhimid»> 
that the head*quarter3 were not 
changed, and^.th4t the reserve was 
io< the orders post^ about ^KX> or 600 
yards in froat of head-quarters upon 
au open ^paceji. which must be crossed 
by any person going to bea4*quartieni» 
and thi^t the natural potnt to "which ^ 
all reports would be sent,.a9il wasoel: 
stated iu orders to be with either o£ 
the columns of att^k* ] trusti shail- 
not be thought capable of actitig so: 
uuwor^y a part,^ that of esoi]er*p< 
ating mysqlf by throwing blame ,upoii' 
Qt^hers ', I bave^ted ufxm a very dt£^ 
ferent pnncjple since ipv return..: 
Whatever I have felt oc thought as-ta 
the execution gf any parts voif the at*^ 
tack, I. have steadily .refused to list^eur 
to any suggest ioa of defending iaxy'* 
s^f by invplving, others, but in csaesk 
>yher4^ 1 am-l^out^ to accouut for mr 
conduct,\)utcanuot doso butbystatn 
ijQg^Mtt whi!plvba« a tende«cjriomir 
putt^ blame, to others. . 1 trust I shall- 
Q9t beaccu^ed of deviating from the: 
11^. of conduct I have si^QP^>^'<tt 
stdting either the motive, which i»jpe^ 
rated upon me cither tOr aQton aay 
partjicular loanuer, or. vubich 4)e^Bm. 
sioned ij^y neglectiog souhv details,r 
which, in sti^ictpess, it: m^t be^y< 
duty to see attended to.. With J^fisr'r 
ence to tl^s^ details^ I can with trulk 
state, that haviog a^pted the (rfau o€ 
another, i sbbuld i)ot have thought 
it fair or. proper towards him^ afteii 
havixig approved oi it with a vidgft 
little ^tpration,.to which it is notmjT^ 
intention to.. allt;ide, oot. to.^nott* 
hii^ to take^ia principal shareb in -diat 
which ^ had sugg^sted> and whichj 
frpn% preseDtii^'it in &uctt<letaB, ik^ 
of course h^d fuUy consideradi Ao- ' 
cordingly .the Court has besffd, that/ 
when the offiq^rs w^^re iM^efotded, I^ 
stated in afew words ;aay moyvesfptr^ 
adopting.the plan of assault, aod re-- 
ferred jthem to.Geuer^ €rowef for the ' 
dejtails, a^ th^t the- oflBoersacQord*^ 
ii>giF '»9<7<Hui4ed . ^ ^We fipo^^ 
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wMdi lie bad got ^ tmp, mA^nm 
l^dhetfty iBTlv»k iti Englatid I h«d 
ahrty^ widentood thM Greti^gnU 
Gdwef'i r«a§oa for advisftig tne to 
sta^ Indieoeotra mitead of taking the 
Uft ^i4lh Skr £. Aodnmoty, and giv- 
ing kiiii the right> according to my 
di^^l inteBtfon, (and which I cotild 
Jtevefroved, if« afkr the evidente of 
ik S. Atichimity and others a9 to the 
ptoftitty of taking a centre) position. 
It Wi^ necessary) was,, t^ I AHght 
Mceive the r^fts of thii g^^ierak, 
^ichl^wi^ understood andcon- 
cmved had with otnr pb^on been en- 
plaiiU^ to ^m npon the map on the 
4ih^; upcm this subject there se^ms to 
ime been some ^il mifsonderstand- 
log'^ htjeitmviy expected th^se re- 
fcatUp in the nsH beTtef/ that tfiey 
IfeMMMn^cdered, and the place point- 
tf ctBt to which they Were to \m 

- AnoAer point rtfma)^ Ibr me to 
ilotieeiipte^ theeveaiiig of the 4th, 
"diartif not havhigFeeoflnoiter^ fhe 
nimu i eipofi thi^ f dan onl/'Stat^caon- 
•dkOy and liiirly, that the nature of the 
aittick did not teem to aie th fender k 
Bteeisaty to to do, as no one oljeet 
wtMT to be gained, and no ^IteMion 
ieitiMr 'in the details or (HcecQtkm of 
ihe ]^isfli> eeuld ariae ^pom saw reoon* 
abiiiaiaoe I ^ovddheife made. The 
iftily^enapot froih which any thing 
jtecdd be seen, w^ the place where I 
' Jecnally was i thie attiadt was founded 
iapoM a plan of the town, and the hi- 
fttetftioB of thcMe who were ac- 
'ij^aatmd ^ith it. No situation either 
tti the right or k»ft> or intiriy direction 
in fiidt, not only on nty part of oiir 
Mne, but at timy distance ii'oiti aixy of 
our -flanks €oold aiiK>rd any further 
iftew bul^ the houf^es immediately 
opposite wSth the gardens itod ordi- 
oras. This I could see, and as far as 
any €itfent'of vie*w was perceived, 
the Coral Was the only spo* in which 
the view was not l^ound^ by' the 
sfu«es^«ithrr of leathered houses^ 



sireng hec^gef , which interoeplecr att 
view whatever. There were no po- 
sffions to reconnoitre, no ground to 
examine with a view to tl:^ disposi^ 
tion of our own force, or attacking 
that of the enemy, - r 

I cooM find no point to which I 
couM have gone with any force to 
have ^econnottered any part of the 
line of attack, or could have seen 
more than could have been ascertain- 
^'fi^om an ariny stationed along the 
New Road about London, to occupy 
the streets rtmning parallel to the ri- 
ver Thames, whk:h femiliar description 
I refer to, mefehr because with this 
difference only, tnat the country at 
Buenos Ayreswas more level, and 
intersected by high and stony ^ces, 
toteily interceptitig the view, will ai- 
&rd the best description of otir situa- 
tlott. I have now stated at lenrti alt 
the motives by which I was*-led to 
adopt this plan, aiid I believe com* 
mented opon all the points, necessary 
for roe to observe upon, ttp to tli 
cftenh^ of the 4th, and wilt pmoeed 
iw -the order of efv^nts to the day of 
attalck. 

' ' In commenting upon Ae events of 
this day, which the prosecutor has In 
a question to one<yf the Mritnesscs, (a 
9rii|alar and unusual period for d^ i^ 
troduction of a phrase imf^ng m 
strong a comn^ent) calkd extraordi- 
nary, 1 must e^nestly recjnest die 
Court accurately to examine the tin- 
dence as applied to the 'situatidn hi 
which 1 actually was at the thne^ add 
in which I might, tinder all the dr- 
cumstances, and ai^uaHy didsuppoie 
the sittacldng cdumns to be ^ sM alM> 
that which IS fbundedupon thecdiK 
fbiihmate result, and whs^ otqf^to 
have been nty conduct, had I kncnfatty 
or even suspected the sitoadon 0[ 
some of the attacking eohimns.' - Ob 
the mommg of tbe.5lii I |iinLau<ii 
to the centre, to the ground ocfuyiid 
by the artillery, and Uie attacksr oom:^ 
snenced as the COM h«9ttms»d belSiir 
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or OfcKlt daf break* 1 naturally wait- 
^ sbiho tirtie expecting^ fo receive 
rtfptoWs; before nine o'clock I di^rfed 
the cart)fneer!« dnid part of the dk" 
mmmd gth light dhigootts, about' 
SOOav&n, to |i!«oceed vMth fWb g^s 
il'om thfeir advanced posiHod ih the 
town down the ceriter sfreet#. Hoping 
by ihi$ (bo>vement toproduee a diveN 
s^ in favour of the attacking co^ 
lu*ids, ^rtd enable them to e^h a 
Oonamunicatimi from one or other of 
tfae^c^nt^s attacked. Before their ie« 
tern I bad dispatched Captain Fortter, 
one of nay md-de*camps ta endea- 
¥Qttr to procure intelligence 5 mj' stiaif 
were ettjploy^d in various dilutions, 
endeawurlng to- ascertain what Uras 
the reeukof tbe attaclb, and upon the 
retufti of the carbineers, sTboot half 
After reh^Aller th<^r iepMne, atid their 
fokidg' «p a po^6oii> it^ the totrn i^ 
idv«^ci^^f Ae oat &^ ^id at first 
occupied, I ^n^l«petfft^ly dfepatch*- 
«d C^itS- Foi<5fl^ aft oAdei* oif long* 
attvUst m\i eXperiferiCeinto tlietbwn, 
witfe ^raetJoiW- tt& rt^deavTHir.to as« ' 
M'^tt^ thei mtbatibti of the attsa^^, 
Md o^ ^d^fihoimutlk^Hon ilntfi eithei^ 
^ank9> anxkHMl)^ and lAom^^jttafiJy 
expecting in iIig ihean time/ some* 
iux>0UBt8 fW^^fleme-cf those ci^kunhs, 
butoei^inly ne^er entertmiiing the 
^hteiif api^ri^n^ati of what had at- 
m&llj^tllrea plaee oii two points ol the 
attddkr or the danger n^icR tlirea^ 
Mied another. It is not my in- 
totdoU ^entm^ into anydet'ailed corn- 
iMni»u{|M aU t!ie attacks, but I must 
ftMlCMir' tlie tery .serious and par^ 
tkntM attention of the CoOrt to 
MM* • etwdi^Mioliff upoYl ♦he il^crst 
MfibMhf of theixi, «nd^> ri^Mt ^i^ 
vmaUt' 10 ' theb< rO^iee^ti' iamO 
fitti^nll Obiei^^oiSI ufkAi IhO'^^ilute 
mi^fi»of f^attaak, ankl'th^ o^de^ 
Ibr ^^w4^ tlk^«gi^laila«toiA giveO^by 
CiMBJ^€SoWOr;^ «iiMI!r toGti^^ 

Mi Ij^n^s -MMtkMfB^. I ffiHitoo^y 
m tf me tHo attimfiOh of t!k^ Ckitet ^ 
Mb j^ariOf IbirolMOi^ol^^S^ bfedi(li«» 
it iHXMit impoactai^ indeed^ abnosttbe 



oril^ really impbrfaht poiiit rf fW 
cttse ft)r your coO^idefitktti in a tnflf« 
tary point of view, btat also as it fftOJi 
deeply aHects my ehdr^cter as atn'of- 
fleer> and= froftt implied and disfeinf itt- 
slnoafion id the charge; cbri\^yed uA** 
dter the WOrds petBor&l ex^tioA ^^h%ll 
has beeo so ofi^n itep^ted sfnd sotBe^ 
tim^ \Hth partidnhir Oitipliasi^ ih ifiO 
<5tmr»of the trtal; still mof^, if ^$^ 
8ibl(*i affeets my personal' charactelf 
and conduct. I also reque^ the par- 
ticular atfetttiofi rf the dentil to if> 
because I think I shaif clearly esfit- 
biish that fhe^cbar^ pffeftri^da^ib^ 
me of not co-«^rating with, of si^i^- 
poniftg thedifFererit division^ e«g%^, 
and the consequences stated in tlie? 
cltergOof their surrendering for ti^^f 
of such aid and support is coiAplf^f 
footifded on a* rhiscotac^tion Of tw 
iki^tt of the cas^» and of theptei ol 
jrttacK and Of the I'elative* ^tuatioti# 
of myself as cdmmtodfer in cTi'idt, aptf 
the officers leadiOg the diffluent cd-^ 
hiniiis, that rhe third charge is cort^ 
plereljr ibunded on a false assumptioS 
of that which had no existence, an<f 
is^no^a^licablO to th^ natofe ^ fend 
tha^ It falls short iri hoi st^titlg^^Arf 
Only circur&staOce§ updn wtfjcji su^ 
a charge, ^Virl^ reference to the nk-f 
ttire d[ the asssKi!^ on thetown> aOd 
objeot ©f it, dOOld bO" foiuitfed^ thil 
view of' the cdse> which I fed satis-* 
fied, I shall shew to the Gmrff to b* 
IliO odly just and proper One, it is oli* 
Vlous from the course of exathinntid^ 
hfl* rtevei' once oeb6!¥ed to the pl'O^ 
5^eiJutof; it d^ttainly did riot ocJfcfir ft 
him when the -distrgfes v^€re pi^dfet^ 
red against rhtf, 6x die^ wOuld li^ft 
beeri diffei^endy framed ;, '^Odl Mitt 
that thO Cbtfrt #111 see^tfiat Sf Jl^ 
not oeceto^ t^ him sinOe^ ih of diet 
^ ^t^lalit- this iflocfe Of cott^^riUg 
HiO c^rse, f nttist ci{t ffi^ art eiifiOh of 
the Cbuft to the natui% ^nd arWAg^ 
OiMi df (he plm. The bl^ , si mb 
6otrtt ilWH have's^ ^m to rcmso tft^ 
eiri«#, an* the db^Ctiotiff' tb<irtfO*b 
were not to persevere in spite of ob* 
Cc 
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stadesy but to pursue the main ob> 
ject, thatof getting to the vicinity of 
the river, or as far in advance towards 
it as possible) tlie columns of tb^ 
left wing, therefore were, in case of 
meeting with obstacles to take the 
next practicable streets to the lef^ of 
those in which they met with obsta- 
cles, and the columns of the right 
;wiQg, the streets to the right,* the 
effect of which necessarily was to 
iivoid attacking tlie center and main 
defences, if they presented formida- 
ble obstacles to our advance, and to 
establish a line of stations on the 
houses or commanding buildings near 
. the river on the flunks of the piain 
defences of the enemy, which stations 
would, if the orders had been pur- 
sued, have occupied the town on 
each flank of the defences of th^ 
enemy > approaching near, or being 
further from the center in proportion 
as any obstacles in the streets might 
. make it necessary to diverge towards 
. the flanks, and their attacl^ must ne- 
cessarily have communicated with and 
supported each other. 

The Court will observe by refer- 
. ring to the orders, that four regiments 
on the left, under Sir S. Achm^ty 
and General Luroley : namely, tiie 
fi7th, 5th^ 3(5th, and 88th; were di- 
Tided into wings, cpnstituting there- 
fore eight different colunms of attack, 
exclusive of the 38th which was to 
attack the Toros from the rear, and 
the brigade under GeneraJ Craufurd, 
and the 45th under Colonel Gruard, 
tx^ere divided, as the Court have heard, 
kito five columns of attack, and if 
the Court will refer to the plan of tlie 
town, they will find, that with the 
exception of the two streets to the 
right and lefl of the centre of the 
• square of Buenos Ayres, which were 
refiised, all the streets were occupied 
by our column. The orders distinctly 
.state that each division was to go, if 
possible (which term was explained, 
as has been stated in the answer to 



General Lumle/s question), stra'igbt 
down the street, until it arrived at the 
last square of houses, near the river 
Plata of which they were to possess 
themselves, apd on the tops of which 
they were to form. The Court will 
recollect that the sides of the squares 
of houses are 140 yards, and it is 
therefore obvious, that if the build- 
ings and houses had be^ occupied ^ 
according to orders, the difierent di- 
vision? would have been not only 
within reach of communication and 
support, but actually in contact with 
each other: it is perfectly clear,. there-, 
fore, that they were to look to each 
other for oo-operation and support. - 
Let me now consider the supposi- 
tion, or rather assumption in the 
third chai|;e, that the different divi- 
sions engaged in the attack wete to 
look to ,the centre or the reserve for 
co-operation and support; ifor upon 
this assumption, the cbai^ and ai* 
most all the evidence is frnmded* If 
this assumption is not warr^ited ei« 
ther by the orders or the circam* 
stances, the third charge is stated as 
Jl have befprei si^;ge8ted on a complete ' 
misconception <tf th^ case. To ascer*- 
tain this point, I request^ the Court's 
attention to the dbthbution of the force 
under my command, and the corai* 
parative strength and reladve position 
of the di&rent divisions both of attadL 
and in the centre and in^ the reserve, 
there were 14 divisicMis of attac^^ ^ 
dSth regiment entire^ ,the otbjen eon- 
sisting of wings of regiments hsclud- 
iog (with the exoeption of acoo^asiy 
of the 88th left at head quartUB to 
guard the hospital and prisooers) idl 
the infantry of the army. In the cm- 
ter advanced into thetoyn, were the 
carabineers and part ipjfllie 9th li^ 
dragoons consisting of ffbout^OO m^ 
250 carabineers aamod with th« dU 
carbines with veif9tK at the Gond^ 
consisting of the reserve, and wkh t|» 
artillery 1;r> of the ^iigaomrtffid S^ 
li|^t dragoons and about 30 of i» 
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I7thiiglit dragoons mounted. Was 
it possible with this force to have co- 
operated with or supported all the at- 
tacks } could it have beeu divided so 
as to have supported with any effect 
each wing ? Could it in^ fact if di- 
vided, or even if united, have eftec- 
tually co-operated with or supported 
by any attack through the town, the 
attack made by the carabineers and 
gth light dragoons frbm the centre ? 
Coiaid any of the officers commanding 
divisions ^of the atuck, looked at the 
orders, and seeing the distribution of 
the force, have af all looked to the 
centre or reserve for support ? was it 
not obvioas:that he moved and acted 
throughout tlie attack in immediate 
communication with others, and that 
the object was to form a connected 
Jioe of stations on the houses and 
buildings near the Plata, mutually 
communicating with and supporting 
each other? 

-I will pow proceed to apply the 
observations to the divisions which 
surrendered, at^ whose surrender for 
want of aid and support is imputed to 
me as a crime, with what justice will 
be for the Ceurt hereafter to deter* 
n^ne. » 

The Court witt find it proved by 
the evidence of Lieutenant-colonel 
Duff and of Major Vaindeleur. that 
they with the respective wings of the 
68tfa turned to tlieir right instead of 
left, as had been particularly brdered; 
aud strange as it may appear, they will 
also see from the evidence of Lieute* 
Tiant-colonels Pack and Cadogan and 
Brigadier-general Craufurd, that each 
t>f their divisions turned to the left 
instead of the right, and it is not a 
little remarkable that it was not until 
they had so deviated, that they en- 
-coiititered the fortnidable opposition 
•which has beeci described, or sustained 
any serious i««s, and it is obviou&-that 
in this deviation from the intention 
and spirit of the .orders, as explained in 
^esence of the officers, in answer to 



General Lunllcy*s question, that the 
corps cjf Lieutenant-colpnel Duff and 
Major Vandeleur, and also that of 
Colonel Cadogan lost" the support of 
the columps on their flank and became 
entangled in the obstacles they were 
desired to avoid, were ultimately 
obliged to surrender. It is also nCi- 
cessary that the Court should observe, 
that thosie corps of the left wing 
which made no such deviation, pre- 
served their connection with each 
other, and ultimately finding the ob- 
stacles so formidable and the resist* 
ance so' much greater than had been 
foreseen, they retired to the left flank 
and took post at the Toros. With re- 
spect to the^Sth, it seems difficult to 
find any reasdn for this deviation, no 
express object is stated ; but Colonels 
Pack and Cadogan both state that, 
having found no opposition as they 
proceeded until they came within sight 
of the river, they turhed to look for 
the enemy, this is thfe expressiont 
of one of them, riioving directly on 
towards the gteat square, which it 
never was intended they should ap- 
proach 5' afnd In this attempt 'fhey suf- 
fered this dreadful loss which has been 
stated 5 but even then, although they 
must have considered themselves a^ 
having encountered an obstacle against 
which it was irapossibleto hope to he 
able to persevere with any chance of 
success : instead of' moving towards 
the right, according ,^0 the answer 
publicly given to Greneral Lumley, 
they persevered tod fell a sacrifice. 
Having applied these observations ge- 
nerally to Colonel Cadogan^ as well 
as Colonel Rack and General Crau- 
furd, Ithink it but justice to remark 
that Colonel Cadogan, in the first 
initance, and Colonel Pack after-^ 
wal^Js, must be considered is acting 
under superior orders, and the perse* 
vering resolution and gallantry with 
which Colond Cadogan held out until 
he was compelled by overpowering 
numbers to surrender^ must for eref 
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^r ^ ^e was coocemed^ but such ^ 
fj^ust be^atifyifuf to a scdd^er, Ge* 
perpl Cr^v^d ^so expige^My fit^t^, 
ibat upon arj:iving ^t the ^t^a^ of the 
fwum^ opu^ou^g the j|;>a^ioQ of the 
fQ4» be t^rj:^d to the left iioat^d of 
tj^iugbt, m^ w}^ he k^ ^o doo^p, 
JQa|t^4 of QCXupyJDg buiJdH^gs ior i\^ 
tp|{9 qf houfies ^do;^ t^e line pf Ae 
pyeif, which wotjld baije cpn»ected 
tjiqfi w^h ^ S(.esidei;icm^ ,and enabled 
]al^ fPY tf Q^ to commvimqate or re- 
pG^Jt, more p^rtiq^rly If tb^ diviT 
ipi^ 4^])(to Cols. Cadoggn and Pack, 
t|^ tal^ocq^i^buUding^qnthe^amc 
J^f{, ijue ti?rpws not c^oly his 9wn,4ivi- 
pipn, biot.tb^pf IPol-^|Wrd'«i> ^4 part 
p(f fcolppel f ac^'« int9 one baildiqg, 
af^^ ^heve ;rei^ig t^ w^t for ^pp9^ 
' Ji^t n>e x^w asic t,be Court to^Jtan^ 
|be evidence^ <and &ee on whatgro^Qd 
^ 1K^ tM he w4f led to p«i»sue ^i# 
fx^ppe i Pi$l it Of igip^t^ eitber ip ij^ 
letter c^ sgiijt of tjie orders ? On ii^ 
l^ntJr^jF^ w^it jiota dinscf d^vial^ 
fiwwn botj^ } Ov\ striving ^a^^ b^^ 
of tb^ Jnm, ^ »5V!»v^ to th^ }^t, 
Y^aMif « -M?e 49t^^*we^t 9f tbeptb^ 411- 

^fmnmfM bUw^^ ^ tbrawntbe 
wM^. if^ we feiiMidw^ w^e^i of 
)b^{Hi^ tbe ^v^io^^^ijj^isUf^ fisi4 acr 
f^rlvng.ifc^ $be ordftp?, occv^ying th^ 
^fBQi^ of ibe bo^s^ or buildMigs i^e^ 
$hP. jPlata. ) 11^ also request tb^ 
43ou4Pt.ito Qb^^rve, tb^ tjiis buijding 
Wil jiej?b^^y pqcvp^Jd, nptjjjpder 
Ibeir^e i?fAb? emeiisy, iwd #s an impaer 
cl^€ pilp^i^l^ion io the troops^ ^ w^ 
fti^c^i^ ia ^^ *^ twp^^r iftst?ftce?^ 
Im^waf^ 4i^ pqftiipssiba of m » fQ^ 
IP if^^i^.. Part q( t}i?. 4^# a» <h^ 
f^n has beard, w^ !to tfre M^??- 
dwwpia, lbfip# CplQnel Quard 4^^!^^ 
1^ wSi .# f ^J« £jo^fUiy, pn4 ^^y 
*fel^*rfW b# j^iriy j^p^sklered #5 lf«Wfir 
i»gAiei*yW8ft fwr.<pn^ of jtji^ s^i^«t§> 
l^^tiii^or#r Jj#4 ^Q«R P)W»^# 4^ 
feny^ J»a9A tb^ fUs^^]^, Clonal 
F#**je Pj^jt Ca4^«W> diyi^ip^ ^^^^^^ 



U) retiriQg from the centcet hs^^f^ 
pcoaphe4 wore towards the Re$i4fAfi«^ 
pasbii^ General Crai;i6ud's ak^ t<9 
tlie rights and placing 4^ s^itoif 
cprps in svich relative positiosMs j^ji^Hit 
neceas^ily have produced the q£^ 
intended by. the pl^ ap4 ord^ of 
their cpnununicacing ^cl oo-opi^atiag 
with^ ^ supiMMting ^ach pttbeii 
whidi would have secured at 90f 
ticpe a retreat upon the lie^tdencifu 
Instead of pursuing, in tbU rosptct* 
the spirit of the ordfjrs ;tp ^e letter ^ 
fhem^ $till les$ the ^gp^d^tipia of 
tber» by Ueneral Go^wev, .Br^tdier- 
genecal Craufvurd thro^^ Jbini^lf iiH^ 
a post close to the defei^Jes uf f^ 
enemy^ waiting, as he saya, (or $9^ 
port. In 'what part of tb;^ orders i§ k 
io be fot^d that suph si^port was t^ 
be giym } Yrofn ^yh^t part of tb^m 
Wfts it to.be presumed ih^i itwai 
pomised^ or was to be ep^|»e^led, or 
could be given ? I admit ^at.if J 
jkjp^w it wa$ in danger^ |i{»pn wMob I 
wiy pbaerve hereafter, d»£ wJbateVer 
ipi^ight hs^ve been t^e original fit^ 
or vybether th^ danger had prlgiQ^^ 
1^ j^ ipaif^e pf ordfifs iQr ^app, I ^d^ 
n^ ipa@^t fuUy ^# it wpp^d ibavf 
been my duty to have move4 wa^ 
eyevy 93^ I cOMi^ P^Hfift to hk ipp- 
port i but the retf qyestii?^ i^, wjle^ 
ther it was my d»ty ^ b*^ Jtq^w? 
that be b^, opptrary to tbe j9(i^^f#»4)r 
i|(ra^ coimpell^ bf pirouio&tafi^^ «9 
to act an4 takej? m^k ?^ po«r,' Wlum 
f &t^te so sbjOftly tbos^ d^vju^p^ 
ftpna orders, J beg J wy »pt>(? aap-^ 
posed by the Court to isfij^ tb^ 43#«-* 
^ier^l,jC>;aufurd was qoI j^XjS^^^ied in 
deviating fron^ the pr^^rs, i^ier 
sistance offered in tha^ i^^k ffi^y b^w^ 
l?9ade it impr^cupable to €^ry ^i€S9 
intb e^^cujjpn, and be i9i|^t ejsfirr 
i(^ a ^rgnd nnht^ d^etipa in pCr 
oupyiD^ a po4 as ^ar tp ^ ^ewii^ 
dtejenqe of the eoe^o^y for i^ po^r 
jppse of att?r|c^ tb^ ^^t^^ioa^f « 
najito^ tj^ eiii^ipy's ioTfie, biito^i^ 
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40 have iixnnediately a»:ertained what 
wei?e his meaofi either of roaiataining 
ji car retreating from it, and when he 
/ottnd» as of course he must, that it 
•was iK>t teniblefor any length of tinie, 
and that the entrance was too nar- 
sow to admit of forcing a retreat, if the 
«nemx collected and surrounded him^ 
iOv hare reported to me this unavoid- 
Me deviation from orders, and his 
fieriloas «ituation ; or ought he ttod 
ihen^ if he couM not make such 
cogimiu>ication> though it is obvious 
dhftt &)T some hours after entering it 
he ^Quid bx means, even of Co* 
ioiDel Guard's detachment, who had 
«o gallantly and judiciously, after 
Jia^ing a: occupied his ow^ positions 
«ioved to support the other division, 
ia that fiaak, have mueh naore easily 
<2^ned a pommunication with me 
l^ian i could wkk him ; and if he 
h^ found that such communication 
could not be (^>ened, and he had mo 
•means cf appnsii^ me of hk$ situa- 
tion^ imght he not then to have se* 
gmrnd the means of retreat ? I l^ive, 
as tl^ Court has observed^ £biix)hae 
to make a single observation upon the 
practicability of maintaining the post, 
as Genial Crauflifd stated, that it 
mili be probabJy iiie subject of aoo^ 
Iher enquiry on the same ground. I 
JuEve B6t attempted to go into an^ 
mtrnnmatym of tiiat part of the case, 
jQQIjr dlservatioos arise out of the erii- 
iience given by General Crauliatd 
liimself^ and the application of that 
evidence to oiders, and I earnestly 
jeiitre^ the attiention of the Court to 
4£iiese observations, as constituting the 
real point far their ddib^ation with 
jreference to ibe great features of the 
third charge J for, however a fake 
confidence as to the success of tiie at« 
•iacks, or a momentaiy eKpex:tatton of 
l«eceiving reports, may have led me to 
|]kefmit very precious time to elapse 
before. I took steps to communicate 
with the flanks (for with no other 
part boulii I0 as I will shf w here*> 



after, have'comiBunioated) qb fiiidiii|^ 
that no reports arrived, it cmoot be 
imputed to me as a criiBe> tiiat t £M 
not either . personally or otherwii6 
support the different (HvisieMM engs^wl 
in the attack, and thereby .permilted 
them to 5an<eoder, unless it cat) he 
shewn that I had promised suppoit 
and failed to give it ; that the plsm 
was founded upon it^ and I seglewrteil 
to perform any part in the plan ; or 
that I knew it was wanted, and oftnti* 
ted either personally or otherwise, to 
afibrd it ; or that I necessarily ei^ht 
to have known it, and failed lnf»9- 
per exertion either to give or aeod kt*: 
I will now return to the o&mxb, and 
will request the Court to advert te the 
number and descifi^tioa ef fbiee I 
had with me, as a con^plete pfusof 
that the {^ was not ibrmad« a0r 
could by aby parson wlie kaew iHnb 
details of the a«By,' »d ^strength 
of tlifi corps of which it eoosiiiMJt 
be supposed to be founded ttpta miy 
pnnd]^e of co^q)erati0a9 or nnnwil. 
from the centre. The onitii^ was 
occut»ed by the least effectw9 troops 
in the army^ and the force kit' thne 
could hardly be oeaMidefed mb mroe 
than equal to ensure the aafoty ef Abe 
guns, the hQBpital.afidpflaonm,Md 
to oppose a oesiitanoe to any aMenpt 
of the enemy to fotfce itheir wa^r^Mlt 
of tbe centre of the tawn^ ia iroaaO' 
queuce of the flask atitacks, whiBl^aa 
Captain Preiser has stated^ we appro* 
heiulod wonld be the pfohafale elfeet 
of those attacks. Cooaidor thk in 
another poiot <^' view. If tfae flower 
of the army> penetrating in paiallel 
lloes^ ia itre^ poly I40r yards f^m 
each otJaer^ and therefore fn»liia% 
yfUiun the neach of «sppoftiiig each 
other, could net maiotaan ibis gvoand^ 
or make any imi»-<^ssio|i which was to 
be expected irom the whole dispose- 
able fprce of ihf^ centBe,'9od wita the 
150 men at the Coml> ood flbott^ 
550^ (MM> advaaced in the cwtie 
oftb»pows^: eyeiiifi imdcoiii^kl^rt 
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ed the Itttter ^ dispbseable, for It is 
impossible to reckon the several 
<0ditte»€d detachmetits extending along 
tbc whole line at distant intervals, 
and not even in sight, or returned to 
ihe adjutant 'general on that day as 
disposable : then, it is clear, that tbe 
eolomns of attack would have less 
difiicuky in communicating and re- 
volting to me, than I should have in 
jending to them. These corps were 
Wronger, particularly General Crau- 
ford's, which consisted of the best 
troopff in the army. They had also 
passed over; and knew the ground, 
and Greneral Craufuvd had with hitn 
Bn eJEperienced officer, well acquaint- 
icd with tbe whole town. General 
Gower states, and I certainly consi* 
dered that all the brigadiers knew 
wliere I was stationed, and that tliey 
mere to -l-eport. Greneral Craufurd, 
»t idl arecfe, is proved, by his own 
, evidence, to have known where I 
^wsSytanjd upen such an eitraqrdinary 
deration from the plan of attaek, and 
oceupjwng^a post which WBS nottena^ 
bk** pffednding a retreat; ought he 
jiat:to have hnm^diately communis 
/caled'his srtoation to me, arid asked 
tor AUppcnt or orders. If I then re- 
ifmedtor neglected to send it, if I had 
^not ikmn instantly put myself at the 
:hos^ of every man i could collect, 
-wad atten^pted, at the cxpence of any 
saitrifi^e, to give him support, the 
- br^adier-general wduld have been 
.justified in deliberately charging n^ 
with ftbtndomng him 3 but unless I 
have both totally misconceived die 
plan of attack/ tlie object and spirit, 
and' even lettenoflhe orders and our 
l^ladve situations, it would have been 
both more decorous ^nd more prudent 
in a witness, standing ip the situation 
of giving evidence, to exculpate him- 
self,- in which he and some others 
have «ood,- and therefore open to 
^^dle little suspicion tjf a bias of opi- 
imm J 4br I will neither charge nor 
aspect an^ officer of being capable of 



misrepresenting any fects, to have 
avoided giving, at the commenc6- 
ment of his evidence, so strong a proo^ 
of personal feeling upon the subject j 
and that containing a charge so in* 
jurious, and, as I trust, I shall prove 
to the Court so ' Unfounded. I am 
proud to feel and know that I have 
not deserved it j for whatever I may 
now have been compelled by the at* 
tempt to impeacjh my character, to 
state in my defence, and whatever I 
may have felt upon this subged, imr 
mediately after tbe transaction^ I have 
most cautiously abstained, upon prin- 
ciples both of honour and feeling, . 
firom attempting to exculpate mysdf 
at the expence of others, though 1 
am well aware that I might, by io 
doing, have had no difficulty at leaaC 
to divert much of the popular cia* 
mour which has been directed against 
myself, a sentiment I have always 
disdained to entertain or act upon. 

To return, however* ^om the din 
gression'which 1 hope the Coiut . will . 
^r^v4, and attribute to the ieelii^a 
which Could not but be excited by tSe 
occasion. 

The Court lias heard that after the . 
lansuccessfttl attempts of the gth light 
lagoons and the carabineers, and 
jafterwards of Captain Foster, either 
toopen a communication, or ascertain 
the situation of the attacking columnar 
that a report was brought to the centre 
about (5ne o'clock, that the colours of 
the tort were struck, and Colonel 
Torrens was sent down to ascertaia 
the fact, and while he was absent I 
rode to Mr. White's house (the ab;. 
fience alluded to by General Grower), 
in the full conviction, as I could 
prove if it were necessary, that the 
town had surrendered. I mention 
this circumstance, and beg leave to 
call the attention of the Court to the 
evidence of General Craufurd and 
Colonel Pack on that head, who both 
state, that when the first flag of truce 
qan^e to them, abqut tl^e period tbaf 
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ih^y ^ere satisfied that it waa a flag 
to surrender the town, for the pur- 
pose of shewing the general impres- . 
sion entertained at that moment as to . 
the success of the attack, and as much 
more conclusive in proving the feel- 
ings entertained upon the subject at 
the time, than all the evidence which 
has now after tlie result been given or 
which now could be given. I call 
tlie recollection of the Court to this 
statement, as completely confirming 
the^ evidence which has been given 
upon that head when we returned to 
head quarters, and to prove beyond 
4oUbt tliat it was the general feeling 
at the time. If General Craufurd, 
who had felt obliged to throw himself. 
into the St. Domingo convent, and. 
Colonel Pack, who had suffered so 
severely in his approach to the centre 
defences of the town, aixl had found 
it impossible to make any impression 
upon them, entertained that idea, and 
thought that the possession of posts so 
close to the centre of the town, and 
the other attacks had produced such 
an impression upon the eneuiy, may. 
UQi I, at a greater distatice, with no 
suspicion of any disaster, and not 
aware of the desperate nature of the 
resistance^ be allowed, in common 
candour, to have entertained the same 
impiiession, and can it be said with 
o ir army, from whose exertions every 
thing might be expected, and not con- 
tenopliatin? the possibility of such a 
defence, I was actuated by a blind 
and infatuated confidence ? Is it the 
first instance in our military history in 
which the resistance of an enemy has 
been under-rated, and the efforts of 
our troops over-rated ? 

I need mention only the attack by 
Lord Nel^n off Teneriffe, and of the 
gun-boats off Boulogne, which I se- 
lect as a pr<K>f that even the transcend- 
ant talent intuitive foresight, and con- 
summate providence of the greatest 
commander recorded in our bistoryy 
were not alWa^tf able to avoid. the con^s 



sequence of a misCalcuhrtion in this 
respect. I ask only the candid and 
liberal allowance of the Court upoa 
this head, and that they will, ia 'm^» 
terpreting my conduct on that <iay^. 
give me the benefit of the motiv« 
which might fairly operate upun mf 
mind. 

Immediately on t^e return of Coio^ 
nel Torrens 1 proposed to open a 
communication with the flanks, and 
sent Major Crosby to the right, and 
immediately afterwards Captain Whit- ■ 
tinghara to the left. Major Crosby 
was obliged to return, and i. sent Cap- 
tain Whittingham with a party which , 
it was supposed would enable him to < 
ascertain the situation of the cdtuniiS' 
on that flank. I may be nsked why I 
did not also send another detachoFient 
to the right. I will candidly stater the< 
reason, which was, I had no other^ 
officer, about me who understood thts 
Spanish language, the parties on the 
right w<ere more . numerous than ha 
the left, and 1 did not like to with*. 
draw the carbineers and g\h from tba 
tentre, and with the very small party' 
at the Coral was afraid of leaving the- 
guns not sufficiently protected, but 
more than all . these considerations, 
which certainly would have imme* 
diatt^Jy given way to any suspicion rf 
the danger of the right,.! was actu- 
ated by a confidence that the right was 
safe, and a much, stronger anxiety to 
know the situation of the lelt. I 
think that J can satisfy the Court that 
those impressions, as to the compara^ 
tive' situation of the right and left, 
were at the time such, a.> i could not 
but form from the circumstance?, in- 
treating the court to bear in mind the 
confidence still entertained as to tha 
success of the attack, or, at all e\i;ats, 
the absence, of all suspicion that atgr 
serious mischance had happened, the 
Court will recollect that we had dis- 
tinguished, and as late in the day as 
^ny observation copld be made. Tbm 
weather, being,.. 2U has beeQjtat»d» 
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thick and hazy j that t\^o caftaonad- 
iig baikyng^ on the right were hi our 
possession, and as we could not dis^ 
tkiguish tbe^ intermediate houses, and 
i^w t^t the force on that side had 
been (livided into five columns, I na- 
tsndly condofkd that the interval was 
occupied by some of the columns, and 
that they necessarily were in a condi- 
tion to communicate, and co-operate 
\rith, and support, each other, and I 
cimsideniHi that,whidi proved to be St. 
Domingo Church, as the nearest part 
of the line occupied by our, troops 
towards the centie, and from that, as 
bas been proved, we saw our men 
firir^ t» leng as we could distinguish 
ol^acts in the town on the left, where 
^eie were ^so high buildings be« 
tireen the fort andthetown, although 
«ight €(^umns under the 38th had 
a^raoced in that direction. If, there- 
fi>rd, I had suspected any ^rious fai- 
]>^e, I should have unavoidably looked 
to the left as the place wiiere it had. 
happened, and ^ that wasi from its 
jbeing the point of communication 
with the shipping, the most important 
ftahk, I have no limitation in confes-* 
«ng, and I think, after what I have 
i^ted, the Court will feel that it 
w^ld have been the natural course 
tbpursue> that if an impatienoe at not 
iieanng any intelligence, or the not 
Mng* able to form any commutuca* 
ton^ had indu(^ me^ to leave the 
flentpe bdbm any re^ts arrived 
Ibere, orif it had occurred to mysetf 
«Mr <^bers, that a great effort was to 
l^-made, and what force we had was 
M be assembled, and I was to put 
nyyself at the head of ieto endeavour 
totestore the fortunes of the day, T 
jdunild^ most inevitably, have taken 
^ wi>ong diiiactlon, and gone to the 
te^ instead d* the right> in a fall con- 
jRCtidn, fi*om securing the two Aagd, 
aad knowing that the number of 
iquares of houses on that side W0re» 
kt^ thai^ on the other side of the^town, 
]4ial^the attacL had^ suopaedediin Am 



right, and that we had occupied th^ 
line on the enemy's left ^nk, bat 
had felled on the others. The rettav 
of Captain Whittingham proved that 
the left was well posted though tte 
attacks had failed, and that Sir 9. 
Auchmuty recommended me to go ta 
the lefl, but not till I was satisfied as 
to this right. It was too late that 
evening to attempt any communica- 
tioo with the left, and I thereforc re- 
solved not to proceed to the left until 
I had ascertained the situaticm of ^' 
right and brought up Colonel Ma- 
hon's cdumn, and which, as hat 
been proved to the Court, was tha^ 
object of attention in the morning, 
and that tUbugh it appeared^ ia 
answer to the .question of the 
Judge Advocate, that I ,did aUow' 
myself something to eat, and that we 
lay down to rest ourselves, though it 
will no^be supposed my sleep waa 
very sound, it should also be recollect* 
ed that it appeared that I was em^ 
ployed in the middle of that night in 
examining the guide, and setting the 
barings and distances for Capi&itf 
Whittingham's reconnoissam^ th4 
next morning. I should not allude tos<> 
trifling a circumstance, but for the 
purpose of repelling the insiauatiatf 
which could not but be intended to 
becpnveyed by the pointed mannas 
in which the que^ion was asked. 

I must also request the Court la 
recollect, that it has be^ proved, tbaff 
on our retiring to Mr. Whitens hoose, 
thcmgh naturally anxious for the ri^it> 
no suspicion was entertakied by adf 
o£[icer about med any disastu'havii^ 
happened to it, but that Wa te6mi 
with a full confidence that it was lil^ 
the left safely posted. So manf im- 
poitant. subjects of discussioii occur* 
red, as to this day, that I must, be* 
fore I quit it, shortly rett^txiktg ^^ 
arguments, wfaioh with great d^^ 
rsnca I submit to the C(^ od thia 
chaY^> that of not^co-opettiltiifg D^^di, 
wc^sii^^or^^ii attacks wbaiiaaaotiii 
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«f them succeeded. I trust that I have 
Batisfied the Court, the plan was not 
founded upon support for the een tre and 
that the! commanding officer was not 
justrfied jn expecting it ; but that from 
the nature of the disposition they * 
would necessarily co-operate with and 
support each- other, and accordingly 
wiih the exception of the 88th, it 
was so understdod and acted upon on 
the left, if I have succeeded in this, 
it is clear that I was not to move from 
the centre. I know that some point 
wanted support : to have estimated 
tlie danger of Brigadier-general Crau-' 
furd*« brigade, I must have foreseen 
that he and those with him would 
totally, deviate from the plan of attack, 
that he would occupy a post not ten- 
able and from which he «ould not re 
treat-, thfit knowing he could not re- 
treat from it, he would suffer himself 
to be surrounded so as to have his Re- 
treat cut ofl', and that having oc- 
cupied a single post, and that with hw 
own division and detachments from 
two* others, instead of a line of posts 
mutually supporting eadi other, he 
would not send to apprize me of his 
situation, but presume upon my co- 
operation or sujTport, which was nei^ 
tiier consistent wftb the plan nor the 
disposition of our 4brce, and fitoaily, 
that a resistance, 6f which there' is 
no examj^le, would be made by 'the 
inhabitants of an open town against 
so formidable a body of disciplined 
troops. It has been asked where was 
Colonel Mahon's brigade, and why 
was it not united with the rest of the 
army J and though it has not been 
asked why was not the attack made 
b^re, questions of fj similar tendency 
have been put as to the ef^ct which 
would have been produced, if he had 
taken part in the attack. It has also 
beeti asked, why no other effort was 
made to open a communicttion', eithcT 
by the centre or the ddnks; It has also 
b^eti asked, why farther/ orders was 
not sent to the corps in the town, and 
finally, why 1 did not personally col- 



lect my force and put rtiysdf at their 
head and communicate with the at? 
tacks. I will candidly answer all their 
questions, and though in so doing, I 
cannot acquit myself of some blame, 
I think the Court will feel thattny 
defence, whatever it may be, is of a 
description that cannot be said to at- 
tach disgrace either to myself or iny 
profession, nay ' country oT his ma- 
jesty's arms; that it neither justifieg 
the charge nor the odium which has 
been cast upon me. 1 iiave, in com- 
mon with others, who have been be- 
fore in a trying situationr under novel 
circumstances against my own judg- 
ment adopted a plan of attack whidh 
has failed. I uHfortunateiy uiKierra ed 
the resistance of the enemy, and es- 
timated too highly our means erf at- 
tack. A false confidence, as the event 
has proved, not only governed the 
preparatory arrangements for die at- 
tack, but operated in producing all 
the events of that day. Every prepa- 
ration^ every occurrence; of that day 
originated in the supposition of the 
ultimate success of the plan. I w£» 
acting under that impression, and ihe 
charges are founded upon the re«tdt,' 
I was waiting for reports of success 
that 1 might send orders to take ad* 
vantage of it, and my actioi^, which 
were founded on a conviction that no 
possibility existed of a failure, -are 
scrutinized as if I had known of the 
peril of others, and had failed to per- 
form my duty in extricatmg them. | 
ft&mit that, had 1 foreseen the despe- 
rate i^sistance of the enemy, I ^hoold 
have made no such attack, or at leasti 
would, until Colonel Mahon came up^ 
have availed myself of all the £»rc« 
in my power. It has been asked, why 
I did not avail myself of Ws brigade 
to extric^e tlie right. The answert 
are two: I never suspected that it 
wanted ihat assistance, and if it had^ 
Colonel Mahon did nbt cross the bridge 
until dilrk; I- was, in theconfidenoe 
of success, waiting for repwrts, while 
Dd - 
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the generals, by some raisunderstand- 
ing, state that they were waiting for 
ordei's. General Go wer, who ex[>lain- 
cd to them ;he details upon the map, 

' and whase plan it was, states, that 
they had orders to report, and that 
hisrecommendatioi;! to me to stay at 
the Coral was founded on the direc- 
tion to report to me there. 

But independent of this, the Court 
will consider, whether, under all the 
circumstances. Gen. Craufurd, who 
certainly did know where I was, 
ought not to have reported his situa- 
tion which he might have done for 
three hours after he <>ccupie«i It. 
With respect to the facility of com- 
munication, I think it will be ad- 
mitted after the attempt of the ,cara- 
bineers, that it could not have been 
Ibund after the middle of the day, or 
indeed earlier, through the centre of 
the town. I might have oj>ened a 
communication with the flank corps 
and possibly with the corps at the Re- 
sidencia, if I had applied any consi- 
derable portion of the carabineres and 
pth to that 'purpose ; and no doubt 
can be entertained that I should have, 
done so, if I had suspected the neces-, 
sity. But I have shown that circum- 
stances led me to conclude that the 
right had succeeded more completely 
than the left. 

Upon the subject of the confidence 
entertained in the success of the at- 
tack, I think the court will feel satis- 
fied, that, whate\^er might be the 
shades of difference of opinion as to 
the plan, at the time, for I deprecate 
the judgment formed now; that no 
difference of opinion existed as to its 
success, and no apprehension of its 
failure. This has been proved by 

, various officers of th^ staff, who were 
more likely than all others to have 
heard any sucK opinion, if it had ex- 
isted. It has been proved ttiat though 
my second in command was with me 
the whole of the day, apd one of my 
reasons for keeping him was, that the 
plan had been considered and arrang- 



ed by himself, and neither he nor 
any other person, either felt tlie 
danger or suspected the misfortune 
itrhich happened, but were like myself, 
expecting every moment to hear of 
our columns being-in possession of the 
town. No measure, thei'elore, was 
proposed or suggested-, and we return- 
ed to head-quarters with a fair confi- 
dence in tlie safety of the right. Is 
not a proof from facts more strong 
than evidence of the impression which 
then existed ? 

To conclude the chaise, I may 
have erred in adopting a plan which 
has failed. 1 may from too great con- 
fidence in it> have neglected to take 
all the precaution necessary, and 
which I should have taken could I 
have foreseen the resistance which was 
opposite to us : I may under this im- 
pression have permitted valuable time 
on the night of the 5th, to pass by, in 
the expectation* of receiving accounts 
of our columns being posted, and 
acting only upon the impressson of 
the moment, /and Which 1 felt only in 
common with others as to the ulti- 
mate success of the attack, 1 did not 
take steps or make exertions, which 
were called for by events of which I 
had no knowledge. The Couri there- 
fore, I trusty will s«e, that any offence, 
whatever it may be, consists only in 
not havinu; foreseen these events, in 
error in judgment, in under-rating my 
enemies, and two highly estimating 
my own forces ; and that the charge 
is neither applicable to the nature of 
the case, the circumstances or the 
situation in which I was placed. To 
the judgment of the Court upon this 
subject, I cheerfully submit myself; 
satisfied that an error in judgment will 
not, after the numerous iastances in 
which others have failed, who made 
false estimates of the comparative 
me^ns of fesistance and attack, be 
considered by the Court as meriting 
that which 1 iiave already sufiered in 
this prosecution. / 
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Upon tht> ^abject of the fourth and 
last charge I am now to trespass on 
the attention of the Court. I should 
have rested satisfied th^t the evidence 
of Admiral Murray, General Gower, 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty, and other of- 
ficers on that subject, would acquit 
me in the candid opinion of the Court 
of havuig acted, in this measure, con- 
trary to the policy, as well as the ne- 
cessity of its execution. Much of 
public calumny has been thrown out 
against me in my conduct upon this 
point, but, however, it may have been 
justified, I will leave it to the justice 
and impartiality of this honourable 
Court, when I have laid before 4hem 
the grounds that led me to this act of 
impolicy, as it has been deemed, to 
acquit or condemn me. I call the 
recollection of the Court to the State 
of South America, and the dispoai- 
tion of the inhabitants towards us, and 
J might also caU its attention to my 
instructions, as civil Governor and 
Commander of t|ie Forces, and to the 
instructions communicated to me on 
ray arrival in South America., But 
before I apply these observations to 
the matter in question, it is necessary 
to advert to the situation of the Bri- 
tish Forces remaining in Buenos 
Ayres on the morning of the 6th. 
Wiietlier I acted with sound discre- 
tioa or not in this respect, it becomes 
nay duty to state to the Coui t all the 
-circumstances which led me. to. the 
final conclusion of this treaty, the 
basis of which was, the delivering up 
the fortress of Monte Video ^ 1 hope 
the Court will do me the justice to 
think that I disregrarded all perso- 
nal considerations, in pursuing the line 
of conduct which appeared to me 
most condusive to the interest and 
hoOQixr of his Majesty's arms* The 
circunistan^ of our not havmg made 
any particular impression oi\ the 
enemy, in the attack. .The best 
troops of the whole army, wliich in- 
cluded a large portion of that army,, 
were taken prisoners. Experience 



had shewn ud that we had the ut- 
most resistance to encounter if we 
attempted another attack after the 
first had faded ; and success had en- 
creased the determination of the ene- 
my to oppose us in every direction j 
and encreased their confidence, while 
on tlie other hand defeat had lessened 
ours; The next consideration was 
the possibility of renewing the at- 
tack 5 our tbrces were reduced, ex- " 
hausted, unprovided with tlie noeans 
of attack if they had the disposition. 
It will not be necessary for me to 
enter into a descraption of the town, 
the nature of the buildings, and thd 
difficulty of making any impression 
upon them by bombardment -, experi- 
ments taught us to forrfi that conclu- 
sion. If the force we had in its ori- 
ginal strength and numbers had been 
unsuccessful in assault, surely it was 
doubtful, whether the remaining and 
unconquered army with me ^oold 
have been successful in a repetition 
of a similar mode of attack. Under 
all thes^ considerations, I felt satis«» 
fied that the renewal of^ the attack 
would be impolitic, and would have 
answered no very beneficial purpose j 
on the contrary, I was urged by a 
much stronger motive. than Ihave 
stated. It lud been reported to me, 
that the exasperated state of the inha- 
bitants, from a representation that 
cruelties had been practised in the 
town by the British soldiery, wopki ^ 
lead them to massacre the prisoners 
in their possession. The wtety of 
those brave troops I considered as an 
object of high importance 5 and had 
I disregarded tlieir situation, and left 
them to their fate, by a renewal of an 
attack that would have brobabJy fail- - 
ed, I should have been driven from 
society as the most unprincipled of men. 
It was not a subject of very long con- 
sideration : the attack was declined. 

The next consideration was our 
giviug up the footing we had in South 
America, as tlie only means of re^ 
gaining those troops. On this subjec 
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many important considerations pre- 
sented themselves/ thirst, the situation 
df tlje country, and the nature of our 
iMtructionS. It was sui^posed from 
the information received by Govern- 
ment that the country wduld be con- 
cjuered and kept in subjection by 8000 
troops, which were considered as a 
large force. But the information re- 
ceived by Government upon this sub- 
ject must have been founded in ig- 
norance of the true state of the coun- 
try. I found, on my arrival, that the 
i«si stance we should have to contend 
with far exceeded every calculation j 
not a shigle friend had we in the 
country : on the contrary, every in- 
habitant was determined to exert his 
individual strength . Upon this sub- 
ject 1 rely on the experience of Sir 
S. Auchmuty, who stated that dou- 
ble the number of troops I have men- 
tioned would be required to conquer 
and keep possession of the country. 
Under these disadvantages, in a mili- 
tary point of view, we shoidd advert to 
the immense extent of country that 
rAust be maintained, and the constant 
supply of /troop» from Europe which 
it would be necessary to keep up for 
that purpose. The inhabitants be- 
coming every day more and more ex-r 
asperated, any attempts to maintain a 
footing in the country would be at- 
tended with the complete destruction 
of the whole fofce remaining in the 
country. To attempt keeping Monte 
Video we must ha^e tuhied out four- 
teen thousand inhabitants -, a measure 
utterly impossible in its execution, 
and a deviation from the spirit of' my 
instructions. The Court will per- 
ceive that the instructions 1 received 
were, in the strongest manner, to 
avoid any oppressfon -of the inhabit- 
ants, which would expose us to the 
consequences of their hatred. I felt, 
therefore, satisfied that these were 
considerations of sufficient weight, in 
a. military as well as a political point 
of view, to induce me to abaadon a 



position which was only to be re- 
tained by the disposing of the inha- 
bitants in a manner revolting to hu- 
manity and the law of nations. On the 
other hand, I was at^iou^ for the pre- 
servation of the lives of ourbrave troops 
in the town, and having noother means 
or hope of procuring their surrender 
but by agreeing to leave the Plata. It 
was by all these considerations I was 
actuated j and by the concurrent opi- 
nions of the Admiral, and General 
Officers of the army I consented to 
yield up these advantages, and enter 
into this treaty witb the Spanish €re- 
neral. That it was the intention of 
the enemy to destroy the prisoners, if 
an attempt had been made to renew 
the attack, the evidence adduced by 
several cheers on that subject, af- 
forded the most prot)able grounds of 
concluding that this woi3d be the 
consequence of such a mtfa§ure. And 
I am well assured that from such in- 
formation the Court will think that 
in exercising such discretion I 
was actuated not by any private 
opinion ; but 1 refer them to the evi- 
dence of Sir Samuel Auchmuty and 
General Gower, who were of opi- 
nion tliat, in a military point of view, 
the necessity of abandoning Monte 
Video had arrived at this time. I 
think it necessary to state ako, as 
some ground of inducements to this 
measure, that no valuable object 
could have been obtained by hold- 
ing any military post in that country,, 
circumstanced as we were^ and the 
hopes of those persons who calculated 
ttpon mercantile speculations were 
fallacioas, experience had proved. The 
General then contended that as the 
fortress was not committed to his 
own personal charge, he could not be 
responsible for the act of another ^ but 
as Commander in Chief of the army 
and civil Governor, he was vested 
with that discretion, which as the re- 
presentative of his Sovereign he was 
entitled to, in administering and di- 
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wctlng what measures he conceived, 
best calculated for thegood of the ser- 
vice in which he was employed. Tlie 
Court would recollect that the Judge 
Advocate seemed to Consider as a sub- 
ject of charge, that the fortress was 
not, when delivered up, in a state 
of blockade. He had only to say 
that that could have no reference to 
the fourth charge as a military conside- 
ration, and then concluded as follows : 

I have at length arrived at the " 
conclusion of this long defence, and 
I have now to apologize for tres- 
passing thus much on the attention of 
the Court. The country looks to your 
discretion and judgment in the deci- 
sioti of the Important question, whe- 
ther 1 have been justified in my con- 
duct as an officer bearing his Ma- 
jesty's arms. I look to that judg- 
ment, and have looked to it with 
long and pajnful anxiety to repel the 
calumnies that have been so industri- 
ously thrown out against me to con- 
found those malicious publications 
which have been industriously c'ucu- 
lated to my prejudice, the authors of 
which> because I have been unfortu- 
nate, have, to answer some private 
and sinister ends, loaded me willi their 
calumnies. But I hope and trust the 
fair investigation my conduct has un- 
dergone by this Honourable Court, 
and th^ Defence I have set up against 
the charge3 preferred against me will 
* allay" the public feelings of abhor- 
rence which have been excited by 
these engines, and clear my charac- 
ter from tlK)Se imputations of mis- 
conduct which have been thrown out 
against m^ without the opportunity 
of vindicating my reputation from 
their iniquitous effects. I have now 
only to claim the indulgence of the 
Court, praying their attention to the 
documents I shal} have occasion to 
lay before you in the coarse of my 
deftmce. 



This detail was so long that, in the 
course of reading it. General WhitelOckc 
was relieved alternafely by Brigadier- 
general Meade, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. 
Sewell, who, as the General's friends ancf 
relatives, were permitted to assist in the 
recital ; Mr. Harrison, General Whit^- 
locke's Counsel, being prevented from 
doing so by the general custom of the 
Court. Having ended. General White- 
locke put several written documents 
iiito the hands of the Judge Advo- 
cate, which he had alluded to in the 
defence, and which he wished to put iu ^ 
as evidence. 

The Judge Advocate-general observ- 
ed, that although these documents were 
not strictly evidence, .and ought mit 
strictly to be received, yet he had »iot 
the slightest objection, if the Court 
should wave theirs, to their being re- 
ceived. 

No objection being passed by the 
Court, they were then read. The first 
was a private dispatch from Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty to the right-honourable Wil- 
liam Windham, dated Monte Video, 
Feb. 17, 1807, in which the circum- 
stances attending the capture of the 
place were detailed at considerable 
length; describing the customs and 
manners of the inhabitants, their mode 
of warfare ; and after detailing the great 
losses sustained by the troops under his 
command "in the attack, the General 
gives it as his opinion that the troops 
then in the country, were unequal to the 
task of retaininn^ any posiiiou in that 
part of the world ; and that from the 
disposition of the inhabitants, and other 
causes, a force of not less than 1 3,000 
men would be able to conquer or keep 
that country for any considerable length 
of time. The next document was also a 
letter from Sir Samuel Auchmuty ta 
Mr. ^Vindham, dated March 6, ,1807» 
nearly upon the same subject, but going 
^ at some length in representing the hos- 
tile state of the inhabitants of Buenos 
Ayres, and his attempts to ascertain 
their disposition towards the British 
forces. The next was a letter, dated 
Feb. 26, 1807, from Sir S. Auchmuty to 
the Spanish Commander, complaining of 
a solemn compact being violated by the 
Spanish forces towards the British, &c. 
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The next was a letter from the Au- 
cliencia, declining, in peremptor)' terms, 
the* interference of the British govern- 
ment in that of Buenos Ay res, and also 
a letter dated Buenos Ayres^ March 2, 
1807, signed by ont? of the principal 
members of the Spanish government, 
and addressed to Sir Samuel Auchmuty, 
upon the same subject as that from the 
Audiencia. 

After these, letters a great num- 
ber oT orders were read, issued by the 



Commander of the forces to the army cm 
his arriving at Monte Video, to the com- 
manding officers of divisions in the ar- 
rangement of its operations, preparatory 
to their embarking for Ensinada. The 
dates were. May 8tb, 21st, 25th, the . 
letter for the collection of horses for the 
expedition, and the order 31st of May 
relative to the disposition of the super- 
ijuous baggage of the cavalry. At three 
o'clock the Court adjourned uatil to- 
morrow. 



Digitized by 



Google 



J 



( 2or 7 
TniRTY-FIRST DAY. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 15. 



The Court being met pursuant to ad- 
journment, Lieutenant-general W'hitt- 
lockc proceeded in \m defence. I'lie 
ffoneral orders issued by General 
Whitelocke respecting the depart- 
ment ol the Commissary-general, the 
lupplv of provisions, Sec. and restrict- 
ing the forces from taking cattle or 

' other provisions from tiie ui habitants 
by improper means, and without pay- 
ing a hit compensation, were then 
read. 

The next written evidence was tlie 
order of the 2d of July, issued on the 
march at the suggestion ot Sir Samuel 
Auchmutv, and particularly alluded to 
in his evidence, encvuragin^ the men to 
do their duty cheerfully and behave like 
British soldiers, and appealiuff to them- 
selves on the diflicuity of piucuring 
spfrits at that time, anci exhorting the 
ooicers to encourage their men to com- 
ply with this Older. 

Lieutemint'Colomi Bourkv calhd and 
exumintd. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the hand- 
writ iuir of General Gowcr ? 

A. 1 think I am. 

[Heie several letters and papers were 
put into the hands ot the witness.] 

Q. Are these his hand-writing ? ' 

A. Yes, 1 believe they are. 

Here six reports from Major-ceneral 
Gower to Lieutenant-general white- 
locke were read. 

Q. Were y6u present, when Major- 
general Gower exaiiiined the guides, be- 
fore the letter of the 'id ? and state the 
result of that examination. 
, A. I was present at that examination, 
9nd the result was, that the guides, hav- 
iiYg expressed a great deal of uncertainty 
as to the state cf the Passo Chico, the 
Q^nera) seemed determined not to pro- 



ceed that way, but to endeavour to find 
some moff practicable point higher up. 

Q. Was the letter written alter tJic 
examination ? 

A. It wa!>. 

Q. Did vou report to me on your re- 
turn from General Gower, the purport 
of the examination of General Gower's 
guides } 

A. 1 did. 

Q Would any separation of the ad- 
vant e corps from the main body of the 
army have taken place, had General 
Gower contrived to march by the route 
pointed out in his letter ? and state in 
your opinion, what would have been the 
relative situation of the advance and 
main divisions, had Ihey continued in 
tiie same line of march on that day ? 

A. ir General Gowcr had continued 
in the hanie line of march, (do not think 
that any separation could have possibly 
taken place, because, as soon as the main 
body liad crossed the llio de Macial, it 
would have only to cross these heights 
which weie not above two or three miles 
in breadth ; and if (General Gower*s 
corps had kept along those heights, the 
mum body would have followed at a 
bhoi t di^tauw'e in its rear. 

(^. Does your answer apply to the 
high ground mentioned in the letter ? 

A. It does : it applies to the high 
ground above the Chuelo. 

Q. Woidd not the advance and main 
division of the army have in tlmt case 
crossed to the same lord ? 

A. They would have been in the same 
Hue of march ; and if the route of march- 
ing had been at all clo>e,they must liave 
crossed at the sauje ford. 

Q. Did yon not report to me the 
circumstance of seeing General Gowcr 
moviui^ in a direction from us, before I 
crossed the Rio de Macial? 

A. I did not ; I thought I saw Lieu- 
tenant-coloucl TorrcuK pointing it out. 
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Q. Did y6\x t.vtn then suppose any 
reparation would take place > 

A. ( did not ; because, in mentioning 
the circumstance to the guide, be in- 
formed me, that when we had crossed 
the Rio de Macial, we should move* in 
the same direction also. 

Q. From your kncwledge of the coun- 
try in which we were to act, and of the 
enemv to whom we were opposed, did 
you think it would hav« been expedient 
to increase the cavalry at the expence 
df the infantry ? 

A. Considering the service in which 
we were to be employed, and the sort 
of cavalry we could have procured, I 
do not thmk it would have been, by any 
means, expedient. 

Q. Did 1 ever give you any order 
to inform Mr. Bullock, the commissarv- 
general, ^tliat the landing would take 
place within five or six miles of Buenos 
Ay res? And did you ever inform him 
to that effect ? 

A. I never received any orders to 
acquaint Mr. Bullock of the landing- 
place, nor to make any arrangement 
whatsoever with him relating to the ex- 
pedition against Buenos Ayres, except- 
ing the tran-^porting of maps and charts. 
I certainly never told Mr. Bullock that 
the landing was to take place within five 
OT six miles of Buenos Ayres: I remem- 
ber to have told Mr. Bullock that it 
would take place within four or five 
miles of a village into which I recom- 
mended him to detach some lasso-men 
to take possession of any cattle that 
might \ye found there; boyond this I 
never remember to have had any com- 
munication with Mr. Bullock relative to 
the expedition against Buenos Ayres pre- 
vious to the landing. * 

Q. Did you ever inform Mr. Bullock 
tl>at the British troops would be in pos- 
session of Buenos Ayres three days after 
|h^ir landing? 

A. To the best of my belief I never 
^id. 

Q. Did you ever state it, as your 
opinion, ^hat the army would re-cm- 
J)ark immediately after the landing f 

A. Unquestionably not. 

Q. It being my intention to land three 
idays provisions, and to take three days 
p).pre provisions from the navy at Re- 
duction, did you iinagine that any 



further previous arrangement* with the 
commissary-general was necessary to 
the success of the expedition in ad- 
dition to those already 'issued at Monte 
Video, and to the subsequent order for 
embarking mules and carts? 

A. 1 did not think that any further 
arrangement was necessary to carry thb 
intention into etifecL 

Q. Were there not lasso men with 
the advanced division of the army, and 
were they not successful in procuring 
cattle? and state your means of know- 
leilge on that subject. 

A. On the mornmg of th^ 1st July, 
when the main body of the anny joined 
the advanced corps? I saw a ckove ^f 
bullocks, which I understood had been 
taken by the lasso-men attached to that 
division. 

Q. From whom did you understaad 
that ? 

A. I cannot exactly say ; but I saw 
the bullocks brought up. 

Q. Did you ever hear that the anny^ 
sustained any real inconvenience from 
want of provisions? 

A. I did not, 

Q. The time of^ny receiving General 
Liniers' letter seenis not to be fairly 
dealt with. At what time on the morn- 
ing ,of the 6th were you sent by me to 
the Coral in consequence of receiving a* 
letter from General Liniers ? 

A. About half past seven o'clock. 

Judge Advocate — " 1 have no que«- 
tion to ask this witness; but there is 
. one which the Court wishes to have an- 
swered." 

By the Court. 

Q. Did you understand from General 
Gower*s 4etter, and did you understand 
at the time you delivered it to General 
Whitelocke, that General Gower would 
not attempt to cross the riter at the 
Cbico ford? 

A. I understood at tlie time, from the 
conversation that passed between Gre- 
neral Gower and the guides, that he 
did not mean to pass by tlie Passo Chico j 
and, to the best of my bellel^ I reported 
that circumstance, and nearly the wbol<0 
of the conversation, to Gejieral White- 
locke. 

Q. Waff it m consequence ^ a re« 
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portiroin Gebend Oower that the main 
body of the army found it necessary to 
alter the direction oi its march on the 

A. I cannot say whether it was in con- 
sequence of that report that the route 
was BO altered. 

Q. What advantage was the main 
body to derive by deviating from the 
route of the advanced corps ? 

A. It shortened the distance consi- 
derably, moving with a view to pass 
the river higher up from the Passo 
Chico ; at feast, «uch was the expecta- 
tion formed from the account of the 
guide. 

Q. Do you understand from the com- 
munication you had with General Gower 
on the morning of the 2d July that it was 
his intention not to attempt to cross the 
river bjr the Passo Chico? 

A. From the communication with the 
guides I certainly did ; but I do not re- 
member to have heard him say so in 
express terms. 

Q, Did you state that to be your 
opinion to General Whiteiocke ? 
A. I think I did. 

Q. Did you consider it was not Ge- 
nenl Gower's intention to pass by the 
Pass6 ChicOy at all events, even should 
he be afterwards informed that it was 
pfacticable > 

A. By no means : I conceived that 
iii^ reason for not manching by the Passo 
Chko was on account of the apprdien- 
sions expressed by the guide that it 
might be found impracticable. 

Judge Advocate.-^*' Gefieral White- 
iocke produces a letter from Sir Adam 
WilUamion, t6 which, akhoiigh by no 
meant legal evidence, I make noob^c* 
tion if the Court tliiiik ih to permit it. 

A letter was then read from Su* Ackm 
'Williamson toMr. Dundas^daled Govern- 
m«fit House, Jamaica, Ud March, 1794,' 
ao4 adverting to the proper disposition 
imade by General Whiteiocke, thi^n 
r>feutenm)t Colonef, of hi» troops in the 
sftttack upon Porte au Prince; his ad'^ 
vftRoing at the head of his n»en, and cap- 
^t%iring two ^uns, and driving the enemy 
from their works. Another letter was 
2iiflK> produced to the same effect, bearing 
tiestiuiony of the good conduct and gaW 
iMtr^r of General Whiteiocke upon Seat 
<»o^s»ion. JTwootber letters firom Mapor 



General Spencer to Geaemf Whiteiocke, 
in 1794, upon a similar subject, and ex- 
pressing the approbation and thanks of 
his majesty for Uie General's conduct 

Juc^e y4dvocate. I ought to state to 
the Court, that these letters, strictly 
speakmg, are not legal evidence; but 
from the manner in which 1 have con- 
ducted this prosecution throughout, I da 
not mean to object to them. 

General fFhite sworn and examined. 

Q, How long have you known Ge- 
neral Whiteiocke ? 

A. Upwards of 30 years. 

Q. When, and on what occasion did 
your acquaintance commence? 

A. I was ordered by the late lord 
Grey to go down with a'reinforcement 
from Martinique, of which 1 had the 
command, to the Island of St Domingo, 
when I first met General Whiteiocke. 

Q. What was the first military opera- 
tion in which I was engaged under your 
comntand? 

A. Against Porte-ou-Prince. 

Q. State your opinion of my conduct 
and character as an ofl&cer, while under 
your command. 

A. When I 'had the command at 
Porte-au-Prince, General Whiteiocke 
was employed as Quartermaster-gen^nd* 
to the army, without pay or emolument, 
in which capacity he acted conditionally, 
that he should lead one of the principal 
columns against that fortress, which he* 
did with the greatest gallantry. 

General ff^hitelocke. Here I close 
my defehce, and I am perfectly satisfied 
that this^ Court is above those prejudices 
which have been circulated a^inst me ;. 
and wliatever may be the judgment 'of 
this honourable Court, I know it will be 
guided by impartiality. I shall submit - 
with cheerfulness, and trust my hc^our 
and character in yourhaods. . 

JUDGE'ADVOCATE. 



President, und General Officers 
qf this Court, 

To the unprecedented statement of 
General Whiteiocke in his defence I 
have little answer to irt,ak^ : I am not 
desjrous of woakcnmg ^y^ {nr^ ^^ it, . 
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npr am T prw««d by rniy ieeling of 
anxiety fpr any of tile oiiser various I 
have to ofkr, nor by any difficulty in 
brin^g.the tubjisct betore >ou. It is 
sl)M trifsh in your Mcol lection; and 
what^ier .difficuit»«« I migl^t ptbeiwise 
^Xfitnriice, these charges, u^iateverthey 
may be, are untouched by anYevi<knce 
oa the; part of Uie defeivoe. But before 
I come to make any observations on 
them, I must take notice of some very 
unqUatiiMi aiumadverswns in the open- 
ing of General Whitelocke's dtfence, in 
wbidi he comjiLlains of my conduct upon 
this prosecution, and by which 1 am 
called upon, not merely in my own vin- 
dication, but on tlie part of the CouFt, 
who are bound ia duty, not only to as- 
strt their own dignity,- but on the part 
of the army^ and of every officer who 
nav be heceafter called upon to answer 
under simHar circumstances. 

In opening these charges I stated th^ 
srounds which induced his Majesty's 
Mioi6ttf& t* imtitute this prosecution. 
The conduct of the pro<;ecutioQ fell 
'vpon me, wIia am wboHy imaoquainted 
^h miHtary operations ; and instead of 
endt'aMoucing to> inflame any popular 
prejudice against General Whitelocke, 
A has been ascribed to me, on the con- 
trary, I must beg leave to say, that, I did 
90 out of the wav unnecessarily to de- 
sire that the Court wou'd not be led 
away by any reports, but look to the 
evi<;ience, and the evidence only : and I 
leave it to the Couit to judge bow far 
my condtict hat warranted any such ani- 
madveri^ions. The next point of which 
he complains is the manner of conduct- 
ing the prpseeutbn, by calling the evi- 
dence in narrative, by which he says 
much illegal evidence was admitted:- 
the Court wHI feel how necessary it was 
that e^ry witness should be calted on to 
steteall^h^knewof the transactions, in 
order that the Court mi^ht be the more 
fully enabled to form then* judgment. If 
any ill egat evidence has crept in, it was 
not for want of the u^ost caution upon 
my i*rt'; nor am I aw^tfe but in one 
instance that there was any admitted 
which can, stnctly speaking, be called 
il^eU. I s^de to the conversation be- 
t#t^ l^ieutehant-cokmel Duff and Ma« 
jer Ir6Amonger ; and 1 intended to have 
ciHdi Mfl^^ IVuQPMDgi^ but as^ the 



conversation did not bear upon way past 
ol tbo3>e charge!! the Court tbou^t it- 
unnecessary;- JBxcept in tliis 'ms^aaceK t 
am sure there was no^ a question which 
the Court did not dtiiemiine to be 
strictly IcgJil. 

Gen» ral Whitelocke tiien says, thai 
in oonsequeaoe ot my coudiictui^ this 
prosecution he has been deprived ot mj 
assistance. I do not know how he can 
possibly make out that. I do nut know 
any assistance [ could have given him 
which he had not every opportunity of 
availing himself of. £very questioa 
which was asked I took care* to. put in a 
legal form ; and the able advice he haa 
h;ul professionally and otherwise must 
have rendered any assistance' I could 
oflfer unnecessary. He next comi^laina' 
that the charges were altered : it is well 
known that the charges in these cases are 
not made public until the King's war- 
rant is signed for holding the Court 
Martial; and when I originally sent a 
copy of the charges to General White-* 
lodie, before the warrant was issued, I 
expressly and dist'uictly stated that it> 
was possible and probable some altera- 
tions \iMHild be made. 

I come to a point now which obUeet 
me to allude to circumstance to which L 
did not refer in the course of these pro^ 
ceedings. General Whitelocke has. 
stated that the mode of examination had 
been adopted for the purpose of collect-, 
ing evidence -to form this enquiry inlO' 
nnatters of more serious charges if' si>« I 
do not deserve iongper to hold thifr situa-> 
tian. I waa«t iirst at a iosa to know 
what this alluded to ; but I shall now 
state to the Court what the circiua^tancet 
wei^e. Lt happeiied when I entered 
upon this business I found among, the 
charges one .of misbehaving before the 
enemy ; >I meiEm a charge of cowardice * 
I then statedi as 1 have. since before the. 
Court, that the disptches of General 
Whitelocke were abundantly 8u0icient 
to justify thesee charge which have beet»i 
inves^ted ;f but I to^ tlie liberty »^. 
the time to-stale that I could not W9g 
my mind to such a chaige, unless there 
was evidence wluch coiud fully support 
it I fdt that hovrever the other charges 
ni^t disgrace him as. aoi officer thej 
cowd not aa a man.; btit as.$ucb « 
duv^e a&lhis» whkh^BMit d^scadfr biOL 
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Inidticty, whether prored dt mt, was 
one never to be forgotten, and must in- 
jure hhn (or ever, 1 thought k ought not 
to foe brought forward without the cer- 
laUity of convictioii. Under these cir- 
cumstances i did snbmk it to thexxmst- 
Aeration of every member of his Ma- 
jesty's Councit ; but as it might appear 
Wrong, if then; w^re just grounds for 
8»ch a charge^ not to bring it forwatd, I 
did relrtctantly detenmine to see some of 
thf ofBeers of General Whitelocke*s 
staff, with a view to ascertam this point ; 
not, as he has stated, to collect evuience 
to convert popular clamours into mat- 
ters of fact, f need not inform the 
Court that the result of these enquiries 
mtls, that there did not appear to me a 
ttround on which f could have stated to 
the Court that tliere was a foundation for 
4his charge. I leave it to the Court 
ikher<»fore to say what cause there Was of 
complaint against me upon this subject. 
It is not any personal feeling to myself, 
-but a regard for the feelings of others, 
that has mduc^d metd make these bb- 
servationt. 

Thel'e is -afeo afiother point which it is 
-ntcessary fot me to observe on. Ge- 
*]i«ral Whit^Ickske complains of the harsh 
cetidBct he -has received from me, arid 
.'that I have even porsoed hkn into his 
most private moments, by requiring of 
' Ms secretary to disclose all the conver- 
sations which had passed between theiri. 
The only answer I shall rtake <o this ac- 
cusation' is tliemo^t direct and unequi- 
Toc^ denial ^f the fact ; and I shall now 
read from the minutes what passed upon 
that occfli9ion> and from which the Court 
' -trill draw their own conchisions. 

(Here the Judge-advocate read from 

the minutes that part of Lle«tenant-co- 

Ibnel Torrens' evidence, where he was 

' interrogated with respect to the conver- 

- Nation he had hrtd with the General) 

I regret exceedingly it has so happen- 
ed, that m conseauence 6f my riot hav- 
ing any previous knowledge of military 
<yeraVion«, I should bfe under the fcreces- 
sity of going mto so enlarged a detail of 
the circumstances and occurrences re- 
lating to these charges ; bot 1 have the 
m satisfaction of knowmg, that you are itU 
mas^rs of the case, and can coirect any 
ilefbct and supply any ileficiency of 
mine.' 



' I fn^f how ctJitie to the ftht part 'ot 

the charge, namely, the delivery of th« 
civil officers as prisoners of war, whictl 
iloes not/elateto any military opiiriton i 
and upon this 1 must observe, that in all 
tlje treaties that have ever been made, 
tb^re is not one single ijifetance io be 
found, not has General VVhitelOckft 
brought forward one solitary cdse to 
justify himself in this measui-e. Ihis 
charge imputes to General White'.ocke, 
that instead of proclaiming and ho)d n|{ 
out such preferable terms of dapitulation 
to the Spanish government, as fnight 
induce them not to oppose the British 
army, he did on the contrary that which 
tended to wound the feelinff^ of all the 
inhabitants, calling upon them lo de- 
liver up their magistrates to the discre- 
tion of the comjueror. Tht vt^rv p^t- 
sons whom the mhabitants lookeci up to 
as their protectors, to be delivered over 
to military discipline, although l^s in- 
stnictions were to conciliate and attach 
them to the British government. 

In his private dispatch, Generil White- 
locke has stated his reasons for abandon- 
mg the bombardment of the town, and 
risking that unfortunate plan which Ibrai- 
ed the sCcona charge against him : but 
whether the bombardment of the towp 
was riffht or wrong, is not now the ques- 
tion; he says he abandoned the bom- 
bardment because it irritated the peo- 
ple; surely the demand he made for 
the delivery of the civil officers, was 
more likely to excite the irritation and 
rage of the people. It will be for the 
Court to say, whether thf^y think it was 
right that Colotiia, tiie only iitrone: fort, 
8^rauld be abandoned and dismantled, 
although it could have been maiiiuined 
by a if cry mM force. 

But this w as not of such importance, 
when compared with the points to which 
the two next charges apply : I sliallnot 
uselesjJly take up your time, but shall 
proceed' to the circumstances of the 
march, which 1 shall consider from the 
time the army reached Reduction, until 
its arrival at the Coral. It appears, that 
the advance corps proceeded on fhe 2d, 
and de eated the enemy : that the main 
body marched on the 2d, and, after 
marching tnit seven miles, they were 
halted, although it appeared that the 
troops were Ablo to march further : * that 



Digitized by VjiOOQIC 



Sit 



iUDGB-A9y6CATB^S ECii'LT. 



a cannonade was beard, and no means 
^tken to ascertain the cause or fp6m 
whence it proceeded, and no recon- 
Dobance ever made : that the rear guard 
under Lieutenant-colonel Mahon, ar- 
rived at Reduction: that a communi- 
cation wais opened there with the ship- 
ping, and that he received no further 
orders until the. 6th : that artillery was 
sufficiently provided, and no consider- 
able delay on that account ; \hat the 
Oien, composing the ^ main body, were 
better able to march tlian the advance : 
that if they had advanced to the town 



Whitdocke received inibUnatiaii' from. 
Mr. White, oif the means of defence ot 
the enemy* which information proved 
correct ; that the plan was settled vrith- 
oul any reconnoissanoe hav'uig been 
made; that General Whitelocke bad 
not in^ orders, or otherwise inttvated 
the station he was to occup3[ ; that no 
place was fixed for retreat in case of 
tailure ; that he did not ^oosult the na- 
ture and situation of the town before the 
orders for attack were issued, akhoi^h 
one of his senior officers was perfectly 
acquainted with the town and its euvt- 



6n the 2d, by the positive testimony of rons, and could have been consulted ; 

General Gower and General Craufurd, '^^''- — * — *" —•'-^*- **-■ -- ~**;o»-a ;- 

it would have been captured by the 

manner of the entry of the troops by the 

westward of the town, which by the 

enemy was.unexpected and unprovided 

against. It appears, that the troops 

composing the advance were exhausted, 

and yet were directed to march to the 

Chueio. The Court will consider what 

precautions were taken to support that 

corps: in the first place, guides were 

not confronted. Colonel Bouike was 

sent to General Gower with an order to 

proceed, and* on his return met General 

Whitelocke in advance of the main 

body, and no order then given for the 



that gun-boats might have assi^ed m 
the attack, ancl opened a fire upon the 
town ; that a cooununication with the 
navy was effected from the RecoUta; 
that thece. was provisbn at the Coral 
sufficient for four or five days; ^tut a 
single messenger was sent to Colonel 
Motion to wait at the bridge for further 
orders; that no reconnoissanoe of the 
bridge was ever made ; and that j'n god* 
sequence of this separation, the amy 
lost the assistance of 1,800 men. 

With respect to the laltier part of the 
third charge, it appears that the Plata 
del Toros was taken by Sir Samiwl 
Auchmuty by nine o'dock, witb pri- 



Inarch. An order was "brought by Co- soners and a qyanti^y, of aromnnitioo 

lonel Torrens for the 87th to proceed ^at General Lumley bad no chance of 

and join the advance corps, and while success by ten o'clock, and having no 
absent, another order was given " ' ^ 

whole to advance. The Court 



for the 
; will re- 
collect, that during this period, the a4- 
vance corps were tnree miles in front of 
Reduction, and ho precautions then 
taken to support them; and you will 
• consider, whether it was fitting to use 
'^the chance of exposing such a force to 
the ienfemy, without tsu^ine every expe- 
dient to support it. Tne Court will 
perceive, that after a march of seven 
miles only, the main body halted, and 
no communication was kept up during 
the rest of the march ; and that General 
Gower, by the positive orders of General 
Whitelocke, sent a summons into the 
town. 

I- now come to the other facts which 



aj)plY to the plan. I shall not presume 
to oirer a single observation upon the 



communication with the General, was 
obliffed to iretreat and join Sir Saaonet 
Auchmuty ; that tlie |f8tb and the light ^ 
brigade iin^^i' Geneh^ Craufurd siA * 
Colonel Padt were compelled to surren- 
der, from want of further orders; tbtt 
the 38th and the other parts of the light 
brigade, were also c6mpelled to surren- 
der upon , the same cause. General 
yniitelocke in his defence, imputes the 
misforturies of th^se brigades iotbetr not 
obeying the'u* orders, Init I must call to 
the recollection of the Court the situa« 
tion of those brigades. The Court will 
recollect that they ^eare ordere4 to oc- 
cupy the houses on the left where there 
was no enemy to engage with \ that 
there were no means tSk^ for commu- 



ucating to them further orders, on 

r which, by General Whitelockc's own 

proprietor of that plan; but shall leave description, all further operatons de- 
to the Court to decide upon its merits pended. That these officers were left 
and demerits. It appears that General " without ^uppdit after the gallai.try they 
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kid dliptev^d, is a drcumstance we 
tdust ever lament. 

The next point General Whitelocke 
baa takien notite of in his defence^ is ^6 
accusation against that column which sur- 
rendered, but ft appears that the pos- 
session of the church of St Domingo> 
was the ' most judicious movement that 
could have been made: with respect to 
the other column under Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Guard, which reached the Resi- 
dencia about se%en o'clock in the morn- 
ing, it appears that a communication 
might hate been opened with the river, 
and that there was n« material impedi- 
ment to a eomitiiHYicatioii wKh the re- 
serve, and yet^ no communication was 
attempted until one o'clock the following 
<lay. 

1 now come to a point upon which ft 
was most essentially rtecessary for Gene- 
i-al Whitelocke to justify himself. I do 
not meal) to contend that a Commander- 
ici'Cbief is to expose his life to hazard 
tioon q\\ occasions, for that would be an, 
aofitird conslrtictbn upon his duty ; but 
I ftiust contend that there are occasions, 
and it is for the Court to judge whether 
ifhis waS'One 6f them where the personal 
exeitioiisof the Commanier in Chief 
is not only required, bbt becomes an 
ihdispensible part of his duty. It 
would be indelicate of me to allude to 
any, of those members of this Court, 
'wtUMe personal exertions have been so 
e#«otua^y exerted for the welfare of the 
. country ; but I will advert to a noble 
Ganifnaoder, a late menibet of this Conrt, 
-who, by personal exertion conquered 
. eV9Ty obstacle, and has secured to his 
memory an everlasting renown. But in 
this present case it appears that General 
Whitelocke^ during the u'hole of the 
5th, remamed stationary on the 
Coral, from six o'clock in the morning 
until dask, with the exception of half an 
hour when he retired to White's house ; 
a situation from which nothing but the 
tops of the hou«es could be seen. That 
the cannon and musketry began soon 
after the march of the troops, with more 
or less violence ; that all communication 
was cut off between the columns ; that 
_ it was reported to him at eleven o'clpck, 
that the riflemen were distinguished at 
the top of a church ; that the king's flag 
Was flying at another part of the town: 



and under all these circutnstances, no 
attempt was made to support the difre<> 
rent columns of lirs army. Happeai*ed 
he might have changed his station with 
advantage during the day, but no per- 
sonal exertion appeared in any way to 
have been attempted by General White- 
lock(&. 

'Hie next point I advert to kupon the 
last charge. General Whitelocke has 
mentioned, that the treaty was made in 
pursuance of a civil and not military in- 
struction. It therefore becomes a ques* 
tion for the Court, whether it is not alto- 
gether an authority of a military natur^ 
giving him the power of acting as civu 
governor as well a§ Commander in Chie^ 
until his A:" " 
further knc 
further qpn^ 
able forth< 
upon the gi 
nally presei 
ffiven up. 
the evinenc 
rests; and 
to controve 
lant and ei 
subject. Sir 
(Here th 
part of Sir 
upon this pomi.; 

The Court know that at this time the 
army was within the suburbs of Buenof 
Ayres : and why the troops should be 
without cover, where they could occup/ 
the adjacent buildings, I cannot conceive^ 
It is also stated, that the troops wer« £a« 
jtigued, but the Court will recollect, that 
there was a large portion of them at the 
Plaza del Toros ; that the troops, form* 
ing the reserve under General Whit^ 
locke, and those at the Resklencia had 
not been engaged ; that Colonel Ma- 
hon's brigade had marched but a smaU 
distance "between the 2d and the 5th, 
and tliat the troops engagea were with- 
out' confidence. • General Whitelocke 
has asserted, that want of confidence was 
referable to what had passed on tke 6th 
of July ; but whatever may be the rea^ 
son assigned, it is for the Court fo de- 
cide upon the fact It is in evidence 
from the testimony of Captain Squires 
and Captain Fraser, that not only thirty 
pieces of cannon were taken at the Plaza 
del Toros, amd six hundred barrels of 



X 
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fBn^p&wdcr ; that Capt, Eraser pledged 
ftnself to have thirty pieces of ordnance 
Veady by the next morniDg, to play upon 
ihe town ; and also that ordnance might 

shipping; 
it General 
:>n, that a 

batteries 
bare been 
e, wheUicr 
ified in re- 
es. 
nte Video 

upon the 
^: circum- 
to compel 
se circum- 
Another 
has set up, 
er without 
he has laid 
:rs> and the 
s them. I 
•n whether 

am willing 
his is to be 

are to dis- 
furnishes a 

in its ten- ' 
laf tempta- 

enemy for 

I give "General Whitelocke everv 
ttedii for motives of humanity ; but if 
^ <Mice a dereliction of those laws which 
e operations of 
, the nrincipJes 
verted, and the 
may be endan- 
instead of sub- 
Lad be^n given 



to uodeFstaod, that if one b^r of tiM 
heads of the prisoners was touched, th« 
Spanish g^eral, his- army, and the inha- 
bitants, shoiuld answerer it wkh tlieif 
lives, and he^shpu^betEeated» not as a 
General, but the leader of a banditti ; 
such a reply as this, would have secured 
the safety ot the prisoners, and pretenled 
the disagreeable capittriation. I trust 
there is but one opinion on this so)ogect% 
and I feel it my duty to profest against 
this new doctrine of the laws of faumar 
nity. If the court are of opinion that 
'General VVhitelocke is not to blame iu 
the operations of this law, it will then be 
.£pr you to consider, that the gallant 
army, so highJy deservme of a better 
fate, were thus compelled to purchase 
their safety by such a deplorable sacri- 
fice of their honour. 

General VVhitelocke here read to the 
Court a paper, explanatory of his obaer* 
v^tions upon the conduct^ of the Judge- 
Advocate ; and in which he' assured the 
Court, that he did not mc»ii to cast any 
improper reflections upon hink 

About two o'clock, the prosecuiioti 
and deience finally closed,? and strangers 
being excluded, the Court sat until near 
three, when they adjourxied until tbe^ 
following day. 



The Couii sat for some hams on the 
following day, when it is understood 
they came to their final determinatioQ 
upon the report to be made to his Mm- 
jesty tlirough . the Judge^Advocate.-»- 
The final decision will vSt aiuiounced in 
the Gazette. 




^^^ 
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OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS. 



• Noi. I. and It. 

Contain the Military Instruction! from 
the Commander in Chief to Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Whitelocke, which being merely mat- 
ters of form, we have, for the take of expe- 
dition, omitted to give, rather than risk the 
non-perfo/mance of our promite to publish 
the earihii Edition of this interesting Trial. 



No.IIL 



5«rrf Tns1ruethns /^om the fifcCRETAHV OF 
State ttLieuteHant'Gtneral Whitelocke, 
signed H o wic K, in the aiscnct §/ Mr. Wi N D- 

MAM. 



(Copy.) 



(StClEt.X 



Sir, 



Dcivning'titeetf 5 March, 1807. 



It having been thought adviseable that 
an officer of high rank as well as approved 
talents and judgment should be sent to take 
the command of such of his Majesty's 
forces as are at this thile employed, or like* 
\y soon to be employed in the southern pro- 
vince of South America, I am to inform you 
that his Majesty has been graciously pleas^ 
cd to make choice of you for thatj)urpo8e, 
and you are to repair forthwith in a vessel 
already provided for your conveyance to 
the soutn of the river Plata j thert to 
take upon you the said command. 

The forces which you are likely to firtd 
on your arrival, are those sent from the 
Cape under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Backhouse, and those which sail- 
ed from this country under the command 
of Brigadier-General Sir Samuel Auch- 
ttuty, consisting of the corps jiamed ia tht 



margin,* and amounting in the whole to 
5S38 men. But to these probably will be ' 
added, either by the time of your arrival of 
not long afterwards^ the for^e under the 
command of Brigadier-General CraUfurd 
consisting of the corps named in like man-' 
ner in the marginf and amounting to 4,219 
men. 

That you may judge with greater cer- 
tainty or the reliance to be placed on th« 
probable junction of the latter force« 
as well as that of the 9th regiment 
of dragoons mentioned above, and the 
destination of which may have been 
changed by the vessel sent rrom ' Admiral 
Murray, I mclose you an account of all in- 
telli^nce received, and all orders issued 
havmg relation to this subject ; by which 
it willappear, that hardly a doubt can now 



• 9th dragoons * - - - * 6SS 

17th ditto 6S« 

20th ditto (detachment) ■» * 191 

Slat ditto -*--.. 140 

Royal artillery 117 

SStllfoot ---*-- 811 

40th ditto * 1000 

47th ditto *..-** 685 

^4th ditto (detachment) - - 103 

87th ditto 801 

95th ditto (3 companies) * - 230 

5330 

f 6th dragoon guirdi - • - 299 

Royal artillery ----- 24S 

5th foot ---*--* 836 

36thditt« * - - - * - 88'J 

45th ditto » 850 

88th ditto - 798 

95th ditto (5 companies) - - 364 

42U 
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be entertained of the arrival of the Fly be- 
fore General Craufurd shall have left the 
Cape, and that he will in consequence, in 
conjunction with Admiral Murray, have 
directed his course to the Plata. 

As it is possible that this may not have 
happened, both cases must be provided 
for, either of the junction of the amount 
under General Craufurd, or of its having 
pursued, its original-destination. In the 
former of these cases, as your force it is 
conceived will be "more than sufficient for 
any purposes that you can have in view : 
you will detach at the very earliest mo- 
ment in which you sliall judge it safe to do 
so, the 89th, and any other regiment which 
. you may think yourslf strong enough to 
spare, after your nrst operatioiis,to proceed 
under a proper coavoy to the Cape, and 
from thpnce to India. • 

With the force, above, stated you will pro- 
cfied to execute the service intrusted to 
you, by the reduction of the province of 
Buenos Ayres, uoder the authority of his 
Majesty. • 

faj the other far less probable case, of the 
armament under General Craufurd having 
pursued it3 original course, it must proba- 
bly in the end bft thought proper, after 
waitiag as hong as to the admiral and you 
shali have appeared ^dviseable, to detach a 
vessel lound Cape Horn to convey your 
orders to General Craufurd, which orders 
may either direct liim to prosecute his' en- 
; terprixeasat present plahned,or to renounce 
svch enterprize altogether; complete dis- 
cretion is left to you and to the naval com- 
manding officer' in that respect, except 
©nly that you are noi to extend the limits 
of his operations beyond the point to 
wliich they are now confined : and that in 
all c^es where_the co-operation of any 
part of hut JViaj.esty's naval forces may be 
reciuifiite, pp step is to be taken or order 
given to Generaj Craufurd, but in concur- 
rence with the naval commanding officer, 
as well at ihe, Plata as with General Crau- 

in whatever is done, wjiether in respect 
of iusinictions to General Craufurd, sliduld 
he^have pursued his original destination 
without touching at Buenos Ayres, or of 
tliirf application. of thelorce.whkh^ypa will 
. find immediately on the^rtx^ you will, con- 
sider as ihe- object o£ ydur.en^ejrpri^se^ not 
thd aimoyaAce^or distress of t^e eueBny> but 
the occupation of 8uch.particu^i; stations 
or portions of territctfv,^8 being qncesub- 
jected to- his Majesty, » ar?ns^coul4. not be 
easHy recoverable, and would moreover 
not require for the preservation of them a 
%ody of troops more considerable tha^ k 



may b* conceived this country would be 
willing to spare, and which number cer- 
tainly ought not to exceed tliat now placed 
under youh command. 

It » presumed that with a force far less 
than may be eventually assembled, sup- 
posing Brigadier General Craufurd to jom 
you, and which, independent of, the force 
which you now take witn you would 
amount to more than 9000 men, possession 
might b« obtained withojit difficulty of the 
whole of the province - of Buenos Ayres ; 
but it would atill remajn to be considered 
wliat numbers would be sufficient to re- 
tain the same against the attempts whith 
the eiiemy might make to recover it, and 
the forces which he might collect for that 
purpose. , 

In whatever 4)art his Majest^s authority 
shall be" establi«hed,th'e greatest care must be 
taken, and the most earnest endeavours 
used, to conciliate the good will of the iu- 
habitants, by abstaining from every thing 
which can sliock their religious opinions or 
prejudices, by respecting their persons 
and property, by a removal of thos6 re- 
stricticms and impositions of which they 
most complain, and by making them feel 
in general the benefichd influence of his 
Majesty's government as compared with 
that under which they >rere before placed. 

Ih respect to commercial regulations,you 
will have as a rule, th» orders settled by 
his Majesty in council (copies of which 
are herewith inclosed) for rtg[ulating the 
trade of Buenos Ayres, and which you will 
extend as far as circumstances will admit 
to other places or territories which may 
come into his Majesty's possession. 

la the case of these regulations, such as 
may affect in any degre*^, the government 
and constitution of the country, the princi- 
ple to be observed must be to abstain as 
niuch as possible from every thing that can 
infringe upon the rights and privileges, 
and even established usages of any class of 
ijihabitants, and not to introduce into the 
government any Otjier change than that 
\vhich must necessarily arise from the sub- 
stitution of his Majesty's authority for that 
oftlieKiiig of Spain. Wdividuals it niay 
be necessary to change, and in so doing, 
t)i£ preference should as* mucB. as posbible 
be given to tlie nativp inlxabitants over per- 
gpta born in Old Spain. 
. t^U those who were prmcTpally inslru- 
pi^ental in promoting, qr ..executing the 
ipsufr«c;tio*i .,j»^^iifist Gener^ Ber^sford 
should be careifu|ly remoyeoj 'ahd either 
s^en; to Europfi^ or placed in stune sTtuat ioa 
vrlif re their machilULtioDs may be ao loi» 
ger dangerous. 
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'T^ case of General Btresford^aod his 
army, must in another view become the ob- 
ject of your attention, aud seems indetd to 
be one which calli alike on the national 
honor, «Qn the fueling* whicJi actuate his , 
Majesty's mind in whi^tsoever regards the 
welfare of his troops, and on the justice, 
due from the country to all those whom it 
e<nploys in its service. 

It may not be clearly ascertained at this 
moment to what extent the capitulation 
made by these troops has been violated, 
upr what, in consequence, is the precise de- 
Qiand proper to he made in their favor j 
but whatever shall be due to them, either 
in virtue of any special engagements or of 
the general usage established between na- 
tions with respect to the prisoners of war, 
must be enforced to the utmost, nor must 
any mean« which the force of arms may- 
place at your jiispdsal, be left unemployea, 
till complete justice shall be obtained in 
their behalf. The service intrusted to 
ypur care, however successful in other re- 
spects, must be considered as incomplete, 
while any doubt shall remain as to the 
restoration of these troops at the proper 
period, or of their being protected in the 
mean time against every species of violence 
and ill-treatment. 

Though his Majesty has been pleased to 
direct that the additional force named in 
the margin* shall be immediately sent out| 
with a view to operations which may be 
found adviseabie, but without such aid, 
and in the possible case of General Crau- 
furd not joining you, you mav not be able 
to undertake; yet it is not nis Majesty's 
pleasure, that the whole of the force liable, 
«ven eventuallv, to be assembled under 
your command, should be sufitered to re- 
main, but so mnch onlj as shall be neces- 
«ary to secore tlmse positions or territories, 
of which, upon the final result of fyour 
€»perations, you shall* have been able to 
c^tain possession. 

It is not supposed that the number ne- 
cessary for this purpose can in any caae ex- 
ceed QOOO men, in addition to such troops 
^8 you maybe able to raise in the country, 
^ore, therefore, than these, except in very 
special circusistances, such as you will -be 
expected fully and satisfactorily to eripUia 



♦ 1 troop of horse artillery^ dis- 
mounted, with harness aad 
appointments - •. • . ISO 
Il9th fqet ...'.«• loOO 
Recruits •«•*-•«. 6QO 
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to his Majesty's government, you will 
not consider yourself authorizea to ve- 
uin. 

Should the circumstances be such as te 
conSne your operations to the occupation 
of MoDte Video or Maldonado, or some 
other point on the coast, which from the 
facility of defending it, and the protection 
which it may aiFord to merchant or other 
vessels you may think it right to retain, it 
is presumed that a force far less than the 
one named, that is to say than 8000 men, 
will be abundantly sufficient; and in that ^ 
case, as in every otner, ^ou will send what- ' 
ever surplus shall remain, by the first com- 
modious and proper opportunity to £ng- 
land. 

Should the reduction of Monte Video, as 
mentioned above, make part ofyour plan of 
operations, and should you succeed in the 
attempt, you will not consider yourself as 
bound by thes/e instructions permanently to 
keep possession of that fortress, but may 
withdraw the earrisoa and destroy the 
works, should that course appear to be 
most adviseable. 

In all that relates to the management of 
revenues of any province or district of 
which you may be in possession, you 
will take as your guide tne instructions 
upon that subject to Brigadier General 
Craufurd, a copy of which is herewith in- 
closed. 

in the same paper jou wilt^.nd instruc- 
tions on another point of great delicacy 
and importance, namely, the language to 
be held in answer tp any enquiries on the 
part of the inhabitants respecting their fu- 
ture situation at a peace. 

No other assurances, as you will see by 
the paper referred to, can be given them 
but that his Majesty will not surrender but 
with great reluctance, possessions to whic^ 
he attaches so much value, and would i^ 
no case consent io such surrender, without 
. providing for Uie security of those, who 
from the attachment shewn to his Majesty 
might be fearful of having rendered them- 
selves obnoxious to the displeasure of their 
former government. 

It is supposed above, that an addition 
might be made to his Majesty's forces, by 
troops raised in tibe country ; great care 
must be taken, of course, in selecting the 
individuals or classes proper for such a 
purpose, and in determining the footing oil 
which they shall be placed, snd the amount 
to which they should be carried; but sub- 
ject to these precautions, much aid it is con- 
conceived may be derived from this force 
towards securmg his Majesty's possessions 
in that ^uarter^ and for avoiding at tM 
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tame time the ncceswty of too larjfe a de- 
mand on the regular forces of this country. 
It is hardly necessary to remark, that on 
this as on every other occasion, the strict - 
•est regard must be had to ecpoomv, as well 
in adopting anv measttrc ori^naily, as in 
arranging the details for carrymg tne same 
Into effect; and you will therefore be ex- 
pected to notify the adoption of any step 
on this subject, to enter into a particular 
detail of* the expence to be thereby incur- 
red, and of the reasons which have mduced 
you to think that an expence to that ex- 
tent was necessary for the attainment of 
the object. 

It has been supposed above, that, vdie- 
ther in the event of a junction with Gene- 
ral Craufurd or otherwise, no doubt could 
be entertained of your retaining possession 
either to a greater or lesser extent of some 
parts of the Southern Coast. 

But two cases remain to be provided 
for, which, however unlikely, must not be 
wholly passed over; one, namely that of 
your finding on your arrival, that the 
places hitherto occupied by his Majesty's 
' troops are no longer in tneir possession ; 
the other, that of its becoming necessary at 
any subsequent period to abandon what- 
ever had been before possessed, and to with- 
draw the whole of the British force from 
that country. In either of these cases no- 
thing should seem to remain, but to consi- 
der the mode by which both yourself and 
General Craufurd, with the whole of the 
troops which you severally have with you, 
might best return to England. But in ar- 
ranging means for that purpose, as well at 
in deciding on the measure itself, regard 
must be had to the probable state of the 
armament under General Craufurd at the 
time, considered with a view to the health 
of the troops, to the supplies still remaining 
on board the ships, and to the coAsequent 
difficulties which might arise upon any new 
^d suddep extension of the voyage. 

These considerations will not only re- 
quire that any orders which you may send 
to General Craufurd, in the event of his be- 
in^ separated from you, should be,' to a cer- 
tam degree, discretibQary,but may have an 
influence also in determining the line of 
conduct which you maj* think it right to 
obserVe ip concert witn the naval com- 
inanding officer. 

You will be careful to avail yourself of 
fvery opportunity for cpnveymg to his 
Majesty's government intelligence of your 
'proceedings ; the want of regular and con- 
•tantinformation having been already found' 
fp be a^e^t source of embarrassm^^ witli 



respect to' the particular service of wkich 
you are now about to take the dire^ction. 
I have the honour to b^ &c. 

(Signed) HOWICK, 

hi the absence of Mr.Windham. 
LUut, 'General fP'bitelocAe, l^c. 



No. IV. 



Copy of General WnnELOC1iT*B Letter to Mr, 
Windham, of the lOth July, 1807, and pub- 
■lisbed in a Gazette M\traordmaryy Sunday, 
l^b September, 

Buenos Ay rest July 10, 1807. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to acquaint you/or the 
information of his Majesty, that upon be- 
ing joined at Monte Video, on the 15th of 
June, by the corps under Brigadjer-Gene- 
ral Craufurd, not one moment was lost by 
Rear- Admiral Murray and mys^ in mak- 
ing every necessary arrangement for the 
attack of Buenos Ayres. After many de- 
lays, occasioned by fool winds, a landing 
was affected, without opposition, on the 
28th of -the same month, at the finsinada 
de Barragon, a small bay about thirty 
miles to the eastward of the town. The 
corps employed on this expedition were 
three brigades of light artillery, under 
Captain Fraser ; the 5th, 38th, and 87th 
regiments of foot, under BrigadieNGeneral 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty; the 17th Li^it 
Dragoons, ji6th and 88th regiments,' under 
Bri^ulier-General the Honourabk William 
JLumley ; eight companies of the 95th rc^ 
ment, and irine light infantry companies, 
under Brigadier-General Craufurd; fobr 
troops of tne 6th Dragoon Guards, liie 9th 
Ught Dragoons, 40th and^ 45th regimenu 
of foot, under Colonel the Honourable T. 
Mahon : all the dragoon* being dismount^ 
ed, except four troops of the 17th, un<kr 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lloyd. 

After some fatiguing marches through a 
country much intersected by swamps and 
deep muddy ' rivulets, the army reached 
Reduction, a village about nine miles. dis- 
tant from the bric^ over the Rio Chuelo; 
on the opposite bank of which the enemy 
had ^constructed batteries, and established 
a formidable line of defence. I resolved, 
therefore, to turn this position, by march- 
ing in two columns from my left, and cros- 
sing the river higher up, where it was re- . 
presented fordabk, to unite mj foxxre in 
the suburbs of Buenos Ayres. 'I sent direc- 
tiofu at Af same time to Colonel Mah09i 
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who was bringing up the greater part of 
the artillery und«r the protection of the 
IVthXight Dragoons and 40th re|fiment,to 
wait for further orders at Reduction. 

Major-General Leveson Gower having 
the command of the right column, crossed 
the river at a place called the Passo Chico, 
and falling in with a corps of the ene\ny, 
gallantly attacked and defeated it, for the 
particulars of which action, I beg to refer 
you to the annexed report. Owing to the 
Ignorance of my guide, it was not until the 
next day that I joiped with the main body 
of the army; when I formed -my line, by 
placing Brigadier-General Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty's brigade upon the left, extend- 
ing it towards the Convent of the RecoHta, 
from which it was distant two miles. The 
56th and 88th regiments being on its right ; 
Brigadier-peneral Craufurd*8 brigade occu- 
pying the central and principal avenues of 
the town, being distant about three miles 
from the Great Square and Fort ; and the 
€th Dragoon Guards, 9th Light Dragoons, 
and 45th regiments being upon his right, 
and extending towards the Residencia. 
The town was thus nearly invested, and 
this disposition of the army, and the 
circumstances of the town and suburbs be- 
ing divided into squares of one hundred 
-and fortv yards each side, together with the 
knowledge that the enemy meant to occu- 
py the flat roofs of the houses, gave rise to 
the following plan of attack. " 

Bri^dier-General Sir Samuel Auchmuty 
was directed t« detach the 88th regiment 
to possess itself of the Plaza del Toros, and 
the adjacent strong ground, and there %ake 
post j the 84th, 5th, S6th, and 88th regi- 
ments, were each divided into wings ; and 
each wing ordered to penetrate into the 
street directly in its front. The light bat- 
talion divided into wings, and each follow- 
ed by a wing of the 95th regiment, and a 
three pounder, was ordered to proceed 
down the two streets on the right of the 
central one, and. the 45th regimwit down 
the t^^ adjoining; and after dearing the 
streets of the enemy, this latter regiment 
was to take poit at the Residencia. Two 
six-pounders were ordered along the cen- 
tral street, covered by the Carabineers and 
three troops of the 9th Light Dragoons, 
the remainder of which was posted as a re- 
serve in the centre. Each division was or- 
dered to proceed along the street directly 
in its front, till it arrived at the last square 
of houses next the river Plata ; of which it 
-was to possess itself, forming on the flsit 
roofs, and there wait for further orders. 
The 96th regiment was to occupy two of 
tl)e most commanding situsitioni, from 



which it could annoy the enemy. Two 
corporals, with tools, were ordered to 
march at the head of each column, for the 
purpose of breaking open the doors ; the 
whole were unloaded, and no firing was to 
be permitted until the columns had reach- 
ed their final points and formed ; a can- 
nonade in the central streets was the signal 
for the whole to come forward. 

In conformity to this arrangement, at 
half past six o'clock of the morning of the 
5th instant, the 88th regiment moving to- 
wards its left, and the 87th straight to its 
front, approached the strong post of the 
Retiro and Plaza del Toros, and after a 
most vigorous and sp'rited attack, in which 
these regiments sufFered much from grape 
shot and musketty, their gallant .comman- 
der, Brigadier-General Sir Samuel Auch- 
muty, possessed himself of the post, taking 
32 pieces of cannon, an immense quantity 
of ammunition, artd 600 prisoners. The 
5th regiment meeting with but little oppo- 
sition, proceeded to the river, and took , 
possession of the church and convent of 
St. Catalina, The SGth and asth regiments, 
under BrigaHier-General Lumley, moving 
in the appointed order, were soon opposed 
by a heavy and continual fire of musketry 
from the tops and windows of the houses; 
the doors of which were barricadoed in so 
strong a manner, as to render them almost 
im[>ossible to force. The streets were in- 
tersected by deep ditches, in the inside c»f 
which were planted cannon, pouring show- 
ers of grape on the advancing columns. lu 
defiance, however, of this opposition, the 
36th regiment, headed by the pliant gene- 
ral, reached its final destination; but the 
88th being nearer to the fort and principal 
defences of the enemy, were so weakened 
by his fire, as to be totallv overpowered and 
taken. The flank of the 36th being thus 
exposed, this regiment, together with the 
5th, retired upon Sir Samuel Auchmuty 's 
pbsj at the Plaza del Toros ; not, however, 
before Lieutenant-Colonel Burne, and the 
grenadier company of the 86th regiment, 
'had an opportunity of distinguishing them- 
selves, by charging about 800 of the enemy, 
and taking and spiking two guns. The two 
six-pounders moving up the central streets, 
meeting with a very superior fire, the four 
troops of the Carabineers, led on by Liefl- 
tenant-Colonel Kington, advanced to take 
the battery opposed to them, but this gal- 
lant oflScer being unfortunately wounded, 
as well as Captain Burrell, next in com- 
mand, and the fire both from' the battery/ 
and houses proving very destructive, they 
retreated to a short distance, but continued 
to occupy a position io front of the enipmy*^ 
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principal defences, and considerably m ad- 
vance of tliat which they had uken in the 
morning. ^ ^ , 

The left division of Brigadisr-Genera! 
CrAufurd's brigade, under Ueutenant- 
Colonel Pack, passed on nearly to the 
river, and turning to the left approached 
the Great Square, with the intention of 
possessing itself of the Jesuits* College, a 
situation which commanded the enemy's 
principal line of defence. But from tJie 
very destructive nature of his fire, this was 
found impracticable; and after sustaining a 
heavy loss, one part of the division throw- 
ing Itself into a house which was after- 
wards not found tenable, was shortly 
oblige<l to surrender, whilst the remaining 
part, after endiiriag a dreadful fire with 
the greatest intrepidity, Lieutenant-Colouel 
Pack, its commander, being wounded, re- 
tired upon the right division comquinded 
by Brigadier-General Craufurd himself. 
Ihi'* division having passed quite through 
to the river Plata, turned also to the left to 
approach the Great Square and Fort, from 
die north-east bastion of which it was dis- 
tant about four hundred yards, when Briga- 
dier-General Craufurd learning the fate of 
his left division, thought it most adviseable 
to take possession of the conveut of St. 
Domingo, near which he then was, intend^ 
iiig to proceed onwards to tiie Franciscan 
church, wliich lay still nearer the fort, if 
the attack or success of any other of our 
columns should free him in some measure 
from the host of enemies which surrounded 
him. The 45th regiment bcin^ further 
from the enemv's centre, had gained the 
Kesidencia without much opposition, and 
Lieutenant- Colonel Guard having it in 
possession of his battalion companies, 
moved down v/ith ^he grenadier company 
towards the centre of the town, and joined 
Brigadier- General Craufurd. 

The enemy, who now surrounded the 
convent on all sides, attempting to take a 
three-pounder which lay iu the street, the 
Lieutenant-Qolonel with his company, and 
a few light infantry under Major Trotter 
charged them* wlm great spirit. Ib an 
instant, the greater part of his company 
$ind Major Trotter, (an officer of great me- 
rit,) were killed, but the gun was saved. 
The Brigadier-General was now obliged to 
(Tonfine himself to the defence of the con- 
vent, from which the riflemen kejH up a 
well-directed fire upon such of the enemy 
4LS approached the post ; but the quantity 
pf. round shot, grape, and musketry, to 
which they were exposed, at last obliged 
them to quit the top of the building, and 
^»c (?neroy i^ the number of wi thousand, 



bringing up cannon to forc6 the wooden 
gates which fronted the f^rt,the Brigadier-. 
General having ugt ct>mmunication with 
any other columns, and judging from the 
cessation of firing tliat those next him had 
not 'been^ successful, surrendered at four 
o'clock in the afternoon. ' ' 

The result, of this duty's action had left 
me in possession of the Toros, a strong 
post on the enemy's right, and the Residen- 
cia, another strong post on his left, whilst I 
occupied an advanced position opposite lu's 
centre ; but tho«e advantages had cost 
iilM)ut two thousand five hundred men in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. The na- 
ture of the file to which the troops were 
expofcd, was violent in the extreme. 
Graj^e slict at the C4;ruers of all the streets, 
musk -iry, haiui-gTCuades, bricks and stones, 
from the tops of -all the jiouses, every 
hoiisclxuidcr with his negroes defended his 
dwelling, each of which was in itself a 
forircss, and it is not, perhaps, too much ta 
say, that the wliole male population of 
Buenos Ayrcs was employed in its defence. 
This. was the situation of ^hc army on the 
morning of the Gth instant, when General 
Liuiers addressed a, letter to me, oflering to 
give up all his prisoners, taken in the late 
ailair, together with the Tlst regiment, aud 
others, taken with Brigadier-General Bcres- 
ford, if I desis^d from any further attack 
on the town, and withdrew his Majesty's 
forces from the river Plata, intimating, at 
the same time, from the exasperated slate of 
the populace, he coulcLnot answer «for the 
safety of the prisoners, if I persisted in of- 
femtve measures. Iniluenced l»y this con- 
sideration, (which I knew, from better au« 
thority, to be founded in fact), and reflect- 
ing of how little advantage would, be the 
possession of a coimtry, the inhabitants of 
which were so absolutely hostile, I resolved 
to forego the advantage which the bravery 
of the troops had obtained, and acceded to 
the annexed Ireaty, which I trust will meet 
the approbation of his Majesty. 

I have uoihing further to add, ex««pt to 
mention, in teunsof the highest praise the 
conduct of Rear-Admiral Murray, whose 
cordial co-operation has never, been want- 
ing, when the army could be benefited by* 
his exertions. Captain Rowley, of the 
Royal Navy, commanding the sean^en on 
^hore, Captain Bayntun of his Majesty's 
ship Africa, who superiiitended the disem- 
barkatioa, aad Captain I'bomptoa, of the 
.Fly, who had the direction of the gun- 
boats, and had previously rendered me 
much service by reconnoitring the river,^ 
are all entitled to my best thanks^p * 
.. As his character already stands la hifh. 
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It >i almoit unnccewary to state that from 
my second u\ command, Major-C5cncral 
J-cvcson Cower, I have experienced' «very 
zealous and iificfnl assistance, my thanks 
;ir<! likewise due to Bri^adicrft-Oencral Sir 
Samuel Auclimuty und I.umley, and to 
Colonel Mahun and Brigadier- (icncral 
Crtiufiird, commanding brif»ac]c«». 1 cannot 
•ulBcicnlly hring to notice the unromnion 
txcrtionfl of Captain Trar^er, commamling 
^he royal artillery, tlie Iciiilitv of whobe 
mind, zeal, and animation, in all casts, left 
diflicuWicR behind. Ca(>tain Sijuircs of the 
royal cn^jineers, 19 also ciuitled to nn htst 
thanks; nor Hholud I omit tlie gallant con- 
duct of Major Nichollrt, of the 4;"ih regi- 
ment, who, on the moroiuiT of the "^th ni- 
«tanr, being pressed by the enemy near the 
Residencia, charged them \vJth;;rrat spirit, 
and took two howirreis :"ul many prison- 
ers. Ijcutenant-Ci'i Hil Bradford, Depu- 
ty Adjutant General, h. IS likewise a great 
claim to. my approbation ar a gallant and 
promising oiBccr. 

TJje oflicers of my pergonal staff, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Torrens, Military Secretary, 
and Captains Brown, Foster, Douglas, and 
Whittini^ham, Aides-du-Camp, must also 
be mentioned by me in terms of just re- 
gard ; the knowledjpe which the latter pos- 
sesses of the Spanish language has been 
eminently useful to me. 

This diupach will be delivered to you by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bourke, Deputy Quar- 
ter-Master- General, who his alforded me 
that assist-incc which miirht be looked for 
frcHii an oiTicer of Uh military talcnis and 
atcichiiient to the service; to which I beg 
to refer you for any further particulars re- 
specting the military operations in this 
/part of the world. 

1 have the honour to be, I'^c. 

J.wmTEI.OCKK, Licut.Gen. 
T/jf Right Hon. PFm. IViiidLiM. 



No. V. 

Pfivaii D.'i/'uU^'/roM Gencrul WiliTF-LOCKK, 

to Air, WlUDUAH. 

(COI'V) (I'RIVATK.) 

JJufiioj Aye>, July \i\ KS07. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to inform you fhnr Im- 
mediately after my arrival at Moi.le Vidro, 
on the lOth May' I be^,i;i to ni:.ke eveiy 
po^olblc preparation for the attack of tins 
place, as tlie ilrnt and most eircctaal step 
towards the rcducticm of thp pvovince. 
l-'oi- this purpose sloops of war and other 
light veiM'h were put to Jeeonnoitre the 
southern bank of the river, lu order ii» ti\c 



upon the precise point of debarlcation. H 
was founa that the water was too shallow 
to admit of a landing under cover of th* 
ships of war any where to the westward of 
the town of Buenos Ay res, nor nearer to 
to the eastward than the Ensinada de 
Barragon. This bay was therefore fixed 
upon as the point of debarkation, and 
every arrangement that could previouftly be 
made was pressed forward witn expedition, 
whilst I waite(l anxiously for the arrival of 
Brigadier-General Crauuird's corps and thtf 
fleet with which I had sailed from Kng- 
land. 

On the 27th May, Rcar-Admiral Mur- 
ray and Brigadier-Cieneral Craufurd arriv- 
ed at the mouth of the river, but owing to 
a prevalence of contrary winds, the expe- 
dition did not reach Monte Video until the 
14tk of June. I immediately determined 
not to wait the arrival of the convoy from 
Plng^land, as by the general voice of the in- 
habitants ana of tnose officerit who had 
passed the province, the months of July 
and August were represented as most un- 
favourable to military operations, on ac- 
count of the heavy ancT continual raitu 
which prevail at that season. Having fix- 
ed upon Colonia as the place of assemblr 
from which the expedition was to proceeo, 
I sent the troops upwards in smalt divi- 
sions, on account of the intricate naviga- 
tion ; leaving at Monte Video the '17th 
regiment, the detachments of the 20th and 
21 St light dragoons, two companiesi of the 
asth regiment and a corps of militia, form- 
ed by tlie British pierchants, in all ccmi pos- 
ing a garrison of about I:KX) men, under 
the command of Colonel Browne of the 
40th regiment; and after much delay. 
canned by contrary winds Rcar-Admiral 
\rurray and myself arrived opposite the 
p(»int of debarkation on the '2\f'X\\ ultimo. 

In the morning the fleet Mood into the 
bay, and before night the whole army, as 
pi-r margin*, was landed, without opposi- 
tion, on the enemy's coast. The greater 
part of the next day was occupied in land- 
ing ariillory, horses, .ind rtores Immedi- 
ately on tht' landing of Brigaditv-Gcncral 
Cliaufurd's brigade, and the liHth and R7th 
regiments, I detached Major-Cen. Oovver, 
with this force, and twothi'ee-pounders, to 



• 'i'hrec brigades of artillery, .Cth, :j<^rh, 
and 8Vth, iJrigadlcr-Gener.d Sir SaiiuRl 
AMehmuiy ; J 7th dragoons, :JCth and flfith, 
Krlgrulier-Ciineial laimley; 95th, light 
butt, .lion, Brlgadicr-Gcueral Craufutd; 
four iroop.-t (;th dragoon guards, 9th light 
djaji^'ouaa, -KHh and 54th, Colon«l Mjftion. ' 
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QceUpy the heighti in my front, about five 
miles distant ; and the next morning I pro- 
ceeded to join him with the rest of the ar- 
my ,4 six-pounders, and 2 three pounders the 
remainder of the artillery not being landed. 
The next day I directed Major-Gen.Gower to 
precede my march with his advanced corps, 
•ubstitttting the 36th and 88th regiments, 
under Brv^idier-General Lumley, for the 
S8th and 87th regiments ; and I left Colonel 
Mahon, with four troops Of the 17th light 
dragoons and the 40th regiment, to protect 
Uie guns when they should come up, and 
<:over the rear of tne army ; being princi- 
pally induced to break my force into these 
divisions ,for the purpose of mOre readily 
procuring cover and fuel. On the 1st July 
the advance corps drove a small party of 
the enemy from the village of Reduction, 
and took post about two miles beyond it, 
whilst I occupied the village with tne main 
body. I was now distant about nine miles 
from the bridge over the Rio Chuelo, on 
the opposite bank of which I understood 
the enemy had constructed batteries, and 
intended to make a stand. I determined 
therefore, instead of forcing the bridge, to 
turn the enemy's line of defence, by march- 
ing from our left and crossing the river, in 
two columns, higher up, where it was re- 
presented fordable, and continuing to march 
until I should have got completely to the 
westward and northward of the town ap-^ 
puyed my left on the river La Plata, and 
opened a communication with the fleet. 
On the 2d instant, at nine o'clock, Major- 
General L Gower marched his corps,wnich 
should now be considered as the right co- 
lumn, and I marched myself at ten, with 
the intention of uniting our force that even- 
ing in the suburbs of the town. Majors 
General L. Gower having crossed the river, 
his ieading brigade fell in with a consider- 
able corps of the enemy, under General 
Liniers himself, which he attacked with 
great vivacity, completely overthrew it, 
taking ten pieces of cannon and some pri- 
soners. Tlie Major-General halted on the 
ground from which he had driven the ene- 
my, waitiug my arrival, and sending at the 
same time a summons to General Liniers, 
. 'which was refused on this occasion, as well 
as the following day, when I sent to him 
myself.^ 

Owing to, the ignorance of my guide, 
who conducted me by a considerabTe de- 
tour, f did not reach the Major-General 
until the next day, when I formed my line 
Onder Sir Samuel Auchmuty, on the left of 
Brigadier-General Lumley s, extending it 
towards the convent of tne Recolita, dis- 
tant aJ>out two miles J and another under 



Lieutenant-Colonel Guard, 6n the rigJit 
towards the Residencia ; while Brigadier-* _ 
Genej-al Craufurd's brigade occupied" thef 
central and principal avenues into thfll 
town, being distant about three miles from 
the Great Square and fvirt of Buenos Ayres. 
In pursuance of my original design, I in- 
tended to march tne next morning by my 
left to the , convent of Recolita, w^hich 
standing on high ground immediately over 
the river, I could have communicated with 
the fleet, and landed heavy guns for a vi- 
gorous attack of the town, should Geiieral 
I.iniers obstinately refuse to' surrender it. 
Upon consulting, however, with Major- 
General L. Gower, he submitted to me 
another plan of attack,' which, as it pro- 
mised a more expeditious issue, inasmuch 
as it obviated the necessity of marching to 
the left, and the delay of landing heavy 
guns and erecting heavy batteries — a delay 
which I the more dreaded, on account of 
the rains having, to all appearance, set in, 
and the men bein^ exposed, in a great de- 
gree, to the severity of the weather, from 
the imp>ossibility of conveying camp equi^ 
page. I consented, for these reasons, ta 
change my plan, and adopt what seemed 
generally approved by the. general officers 
under me. Besides, tne measure of bom- 
bardment, or any other measure which 
might occasion an indiscriminate loss of 
life, ruin the tow^, and irritate the people^, / 
appeared to me, upon reflection, contrary 
both to the letter and spirit of my instruc- 
tions. I hoped also, by this plan, to be 
able to dislodge those wljo opposed the 
progress of his Majesty's arms, and by 
driving them to the bottom of the town, 
there make a number of prisoners, who 
might be in our hands so many pledges for 
the return of the 71st regiment, and the 
other troops captured with Brigadier Ge- 
neral Beresford; whilst the peaceable in- 
habitants, and those best disposed towards 
us, by remaining quietly in their houses, 
might escape the danger of the attack. 
The nature of this attack can be best ex- 
plained by annexing the general order. 
The result was successful in the principal 
points, as I obtained possession of the Plaza 
del Toros, a strong fort on the enemy's 
flank, 32 pieces of ordnaifce and a large 
depot of ammunition and provisions ; as 
well as the Residencia, or the strong fort 
on the enemy's left and four pieces of can- 
non which defended it. But these con- 
quests were purchased with the loss of 
2500 men, killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
and^ amongst the latter Brigadiet- General 
Craufurd, and other officers of rank. The 
conduct of both officers and men in this ac- 
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tlon had b^een gallant in the highest degree^ 
and the severfty of the loss occasioned sole- 
ly by the severity of the defence- The 
enemy had dug ditches across the principal 
streets, and placed cannon within them ; he 
6cCupied the flat roofs of all the houses in 
commanding situations, and .from thencei 
and the windows poured a destructive fire? 
of musketry, hand-grenades, fire-pots, &c 
upon the columns a^ they advancedj hav- 
ing likewise had the precaution to barri- 
cade the doors in so strong a manner as to 
fender them very difBcnlt to force, though 
the troops had been provixled with instru- 
hients for that purpose. Every house- 
holder, with his negroes, defended his 
dwelling ; and it is perhaps not too much 
to say that the whole population of Buenos 
Ayres was employed in its defence, which 
very population in the flefd would pro- 
bably not have withstood the attack of two 
British regiments. 

On the morning succ^edii^g the attack I 
received, a letter from Genetal iJniers, 
offering to give up all prisoners taken in 
the late affair, as well as those t^iken with 
Brigadier- General Beresford, if I consented 
to relinquish the attack and withdraw hit 
Majesty's forces from the province. A 
-correspondence (No. IV.) upon this took 
place, which, ended, in tnc treaty I have 
the honour to transmit. 

My reasons for acceding to this negocia- 
tion were briefly .these : I had lost in the 
preceding attack 2500 men; and although 
I had gained a strong post on the enemy's 
ri^t flank, from which I communicated 
with the fleet, and from which it might be 
possible to fire heavy cannon on the town, 
and otherwise annoy it, yet the enemy's 
^hief defences were too remote from this 
point, and too much covered by houses to 
allow me to hope that I could in any given 
time destroy them, by cannon alone, even 
if the nature of my instructions had not 
'militated against such a measure. General 
Liniers had likewise acquainted me in his 
letter, that he could nojt answer for the 
lives of his prisoners if the attack was peir- 
sisted in; and from every thing I have 
since* heard from the oflicers themselves, I 
have xeason to believe they would have 
been lacraficed to the fury of an exaspe- 
rated rabble. Nothipg therefore remained 
to be done offensively but another attack 
on the town, conducted in a manner simi- 
lar to the last; the event of which must 
have been doubtful, as my force, when col- 
lected, did not reach 5000 men, arfd if even 
successful, my loss would probably have 
rendered that force insufficient to keep the 
place when taken. If it was deemed fruit- 



iest to attempt another attack, there yet re- 
mained two modes of retreat, either by 
treaty, or re-embarking in the face of the 
enemy. The latter measure would certain- 
ly have been atterided with additional loss; 
and the wounded and prisoners in the late 
a^ir, as well as the 7Ist regiment, in all 
4000 men, lost for ever to Great Britain. 
In return for which I should have possess- 
ed but a nominal command at Monte 
Video, a post which can never be consi- 
dered of any advantage, whilst the capital 
of the province and the great entrep6t of 
comnierce remained in the hands of th8 
enemy. 

I (determined therefore to accede to thi« 
treaty, by which I shall be enabled to 
bring off my own army almost entire, and 
recover the 71st regiment, a point which 
my instructions have taught me to consi- 
der as of the first importance •. and I shall 
evacuate a province, which the force I wat 
authorized to calculate upon could never 
maintain, and which, from the very hostile 
dispositions of its inhabitants, was in trutk 
not worth maintaining. 

I shall dispose of the army in the manner 
|)ointed out in my instructions, the parti- 
culars of which I shall detail to you from 
Monte Video by another man of war that 
will sail from thence with duplicates of 
these dispatches. Trusting that the con- 
duct I have pursued in this difficult situa- 
tion my meet with the approval of^hil 
Majesty, 

I have the honour, &c. 
(Signed) J. WHITELOCKE, Lieut. Gen. 

This will be delivered to you by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Bourkf, to whom, as well 
as Sir Samuel Aiichmuty I refer you for 
further particulars. 

No. VI. 
Tbe DtJiHtti've Treaty betnveen the Generals m. 

Chief of his Britannic MaJI^TY and of 

bis Catholic Majesty. 

I. There shall be from this time a cessa- 
tion of hostilities on both sides the River 
/ Plata. 

H. The troops of his Britannic Majesty 
shall retain for the period of two months 
the fortress of Monte Video, and, as a neu- 
tral country, there shall be considered a line 
tiraWn from San Carlos on the west, to 
Parido on the east ; and there shall not" be, 
on any part of that line, hostilities commit- 
ted on any side, the neutrality being under- , 
stood, only that the individuals of both na- 
tions may live freely under their respective 
laws, the Spanish subjects being judged by 
theirs, and the EpgUsh by those of their 
Dation. 



I 



Digitized by 



Google' 



. ^^ rrarrr 



^^-^=- 



10 



APPENDIX. 



III. There shall be on both ^ides a mu- 
tual restitution of prisoners, including not 
only those which have been taken since the 
arrival of the troops under Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Whitelocke, but also those his Britan- 
nic Majesty's subjects captured in South- 
America smce the commencement of the 
war. 

IV. That for the promptest dispatcn of 
the vessels and troops of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty, there shall be no impediment thrown 
m the way of the supplies of provisions 
which may be requested for Monte Video. 

V. A period of ten days from this time is 
given for the re-embarkation of his Britan- 
nic Majesty's troops to pass to tlie north 
side of the river La Plata, with the arms 
that may be actually in their power, stores, 
and equipage, at the most convenient points 
which may be selected, and during this 
time provisions may be sold to them. 

VI That the time of the delivery of 
the place and fortress of Monte Video, 
•hall take^place at the end of the two 
months fixed in the second article; the de- 
livery will be made in the terms it was 
found, with the artillery it had when taken. 
• VII. Three officers of rank shall be deli^ 
"fered for and until the fulfilment of the 
above articles by both parties ; being well 
understood that his Britannic Majesty's of- 
ficers who have been on their parole, can- 
not serve against South America until their 
arrival in Europe. 

Done at the Fort of Buenos Ayres, the 
7th day of July, 1 807, Signing two of 
.one tenor. 
(%?ed) ^OHN WHITELOCKE, 
GEORGE MURRAY. 
SANTIAGO LINIERS. 
CESAR BALBIANI. 
BERNARDO VELASCOS. 



Na VII. 
ORDERS IN COUNCIL. 

At the Queen's Palace, October 1, 1806, 

Present, the King's most excellent Majesty 

in CounciL 

Whereas it hath been represented to his 
Majesty, that aver and sd>ove the royal du- 
ties, and the consulate or municipal duties, 
payable upon divers articles exported from 
the city, town, and fortress of Buenos 
Ayres, and its dependencies, including 
therein all the terrritories belonging ^o or 
forming a part of the g^over^ment of the 
same, a duty of two reals upon each qx 
liide, and of one real on each hor§e hide, 
exported, was levied and paid during the 
.time the sgid city, town, And fortress of 
JBijenbs. Ayres, and its dependencies were 
.under flie Spanish government: andwhere-^ 



as the commander of hif Majcity't forcei, 
to whom the said city, town, and fortress 
have surrendered, has thought fit until hit 
Majesty*b pleasure should be known, to re- 
duce the said additional duty to one real 
upon each ox hide, and to make a propor- 
tionable reduction of the duty payable up- 
on each horse hide exported : hh Majesty 
is thencefrom pleased to order and declare, 
that the said reduced duties, and no other, 
shall, ftntil the further signification of his 
Majesty's pIeasure,continue to be paid upon 
each ox hide and horse hide exported as 
aforosaid, in British ships owned by his Ma- 
jesty's subjects, and navigated according to 
law ; or in ships bonajide belonging to any 
of the subjects or nauve inhabitants of the 
said city, town, and territories, such native- 
inhabitants being peaceably resident within 
the same, and under the obedience of his 
Majesty's government there : and the Right 
Honourable the Lords Commissioners of 
his Majesty's Treasury, and the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, are to give the 
necessary directions herein as to them may 
respectively appertain. 

(Signed) W. FAWKENER. 

No. VUL 
ORDERS IN COUNCIL. 

At the Queen's Palace, Sept. 13^.1806, 

Present, the King's most exceUott li^jesty 

in Council. 

Whereas the capital city, town, and foFu 
tress of Buenos Ayres, and its dependencies, 
have been conquered by his Majesty's 
forces, and the territory and forU of tne 
same are delivered iip to his Majesty, and 
the same are now in his Majesty's posses- 
sion, his Majesty is therefore pleased to or- 
der and declare, and it is hereby ordered 
and declared char all his loving subjects 
may lawfully trade to and from the said 
capital city, town, and fortress of Buenoe 
Ayres and its dependencies, including 
therein all 9xA every the territories be- 
longing to or forming a part of the ^ 
vernment of the same, in British shijit 
owned by his Majesty's subjects^ and navi- 
gated according to law; or in ships Una 
fde belonging to any of the subjects or na- 
tive inhabitants of the said city, town, or 
territories spch native inhabitants being 
peaceably resident within the same and un- 
der the obedience of his Majesty's govern- 
ment there ; and th^t such trade ^lall bt 
Subject to such duties, rules, regulations, 
conditions, restrictions, p^4^^ '^ ^^^ 
Keitures to which the trade to $VP4.from Ui 
Majesty's colonies, plantattopsf ax^di^M^dt 
in the West Indies and Soutl^ America is^ 
or shall be subject by law, expept as it 
hereafter specified. 
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And his Majesty is farther pleased to 
order and declare, and it is hereby further 
ordered and declared, that all commodities 
being of the ffrowtli, produce, or manufac- 
ture, of the said capital city, town and for-^ 
tress of Buenos Ayres, and its dependen- 
cies, including therein all and every the 
territories belonging to or forming a part 
of the government of the same, or which 
have been usually exported therefrom) shall 
be imported into any of the ports of the unit- 
ed kingdom in British ships owned by his 
Majesty's subjects, and navigated accord- 
ing to law; or in ships bonajide belonging 
to any -of the subjects or native inhabitants ~ 
of the said city, town, or territories, such 
native inhabitants being perceably resident 
within .the same, and render the obedience 
^ of his Majesty's ^vernment there, and that 
* ( such commodities shall be subject to the 
w same duties, rules, regulations, conditions, 
penalties, and forfeitures as articles of the 
like sort are subject ^o, coming from his 
Majesty's colonies, plantations, or islands 
in the West Indies or South America. 

And whereas information has been re- 
ceived that the comitiander of his Majesty's 
forces to wliom the said city, town and for- 
tress have surrendered, has reduced the du- 
ties on importation into the same, from 
about ^irty-four and an half per cent, ad 
vakremy ti^ten per cent, advahrgm, and two 
and an hslf per cent, for the consulate or 
municipal duties, making in the whole, 
twelve and one half per cent, on articles 
imported mto the said place and its depen- 
dencies, in British ships, owned by his Ma- 
jesty's subjects and navigated acccxrding to 
law ; or in ships bonajide belon^ng to any 
of the subjects or native inhabitants of the 
said city, town, or territories, such native 
inhabitants being peaceably resident within 
the same, and under the obedtece of his 
Majesty's government there ; lis Majesty 
is therefore pleased to order and declare 
that the said reduced duties shall continue 
to be levied, and no other, on all articles 
imported, with the exception of German 
linens, which are t^-cpntinue to be subject 
to the same duties as were paid thereon be- 
fore the conquest of fne said place by his 
Majesty's arms until his Majest^r's pleasure 
shall be further signified. And it is hereby 
further ordered, that it shall not be lawful 
for any slave or slaves to be landed or im- 
ported or brought into the said city, town 
and fortress of Buenos Xyres» and its de- 
pendencies, including therein all and every 
the territories belonging to or forming a 
part of the government of the same as 
aforesaid, upon pain that all slaves so land- 
, cd, imported, or brought, together with the 



vessels bringing in the saflle, or from which 
the same shall be landed, aiid their cargoes 
shall become forfeited to his Majesty, his 
heirs, and successors : provided always that 
this prohibition shall not extend to the se- 
tVeral cases of slaves bonajide employed hi 
navigating any ships trading to or from 
the said place, or of slaves bonajide emplov- 
ed as domestic slaves, and coming into tne 
said place with their masters, or of slaves 
in any manner employed in his Majesty's 
naval or military service; and the Right 
Honourable the Lords Commissioners of 
his Majesty's Treasury, and the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, are to give the 
necessary directions therein as to them may 
respectively appertain. 

(Signed) W. FAWKENER. . 

No. IX. 
Copy of a Letter from General Elio. 

/i//y S, 1807. 
Sir — By the order of the Spanish Gene- 
ral D. Santiago de Liniers, I answer to the 
letter brought by your flag of truce re- 
specting tlie surrender of this capital, by 
saying that nothing relative to the laying 
down our arms will be attended to. That 
the Spanish General has a sufficient num- 
ber of brave troops, commanded by brave 
chiefs, full of ^^ire to die in defence of 
their country, h| that this is the moment 
to shew their pViotism. 

1 remain, &c. Colonel ELIO. 



No. X. 
Written Instructions of Major RoACH. 

Major Roach will proceed with a flag of 
truce immediately after day-lighf into 
Buenos Ayres. He will ask for'thc military 
commandant, and summon, to spare the 
further effusion of bipod, that the town 
should surrender. If it is necessary, though 
I wish to avoid any de6nitive declaration, 
the only terms that will be granted are, 
that all military and civil ofiicers and sol- 
diers shall be prisoners of war ; that all the 
English in the possession of the Spaniards 
shall be given up with sufficient hostages ; 
that a free exercise of the Roman catholic 
religion will be granted ; that all private 
property shall be respected, provided the 
owner takes an oath of fidelity to the British 
government, and does not break through 
the observance of it, 

(Signed) J. L. GOWEH, Maj -Gen, 

No. XI. 

General Orders for the Attach on the Town of 
Buenos Ayres on the Morning of the 5th July. 
The 38th regiment,underSirSam. Auch- 
Ijiuty, to detach ^nd possess itself of tli« 
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Pfaza del Tori)*, nnJ iSc' adjacent strong 
ground, and t'len tiiVc po^t 

The 5th,36»h,R7(h and f*Mh,rcg^*ments to 
be divided into \v!ng«,artti q\c\\ wing to pe- 
tratc into the srrect djreQiIv in its front. 

The li;t^Jt battalions div'tkd into wings, 
each foUowed by a wing of the y.'tU regi- 
ment, and a three pounder to proceed 
fiowrn the two sttects in tlte right of the 
central one, ?fid the 4.7ih regiment down 
the two adjoinrnpf; and after clearing the 
!»trects of the cn.my, to take post at the 
Rcbldencia. 

Two six potindcT-j covered by the carbi- 
n.'crs and th; ce rrrops of t!ie 9th light dra- 
«*^oon«i, [D proceed along the central street. 
The remairder of the carbineers and dra- 
gnv»ns as a reserve in the ceT>tre. - 

r.och division t6 proceed along the street 
d'rcctlv in its front, til! it arrive^ at the 
J >t square of houses next the river Plata; 
of nljich it is to possess itself, forming on 
ihc flit roofs, and there wait for further 
order<. 

The l>'fh regiment to occupy two of the 
most coinmandin;^ situations from which it 
czvi amioy the encmj. 

'I'wo corporals, with tools, to march at 
thi^hcad of each co' nam, for the purpose of 
breaking o^icn the door^. 

Thewiiou' to l>e onlva4ri>nnd no firin* 
-•I b? psrr.'tted «nti! tfjf^flCokimns rcacu 
tlu-ir i:"a'' j4i>Ht? an^. foffW'* 

A crntriri.dc in the cci:irt» to be the sig- 
nal for tiie V, hole tO"movc forward. 



No. XH 
Ci.j}y of a T.-:f r /> ■>••: L.nK'ftr.^i-Colonel Gu'ard , 
to Luut.'th ■; • t irr.-rai i^'lJfcfcclr, 
Ft'<, JJ. -^s^Ayrrs.f^ih Julyimiy 

* Tn ansv;-er to "your cnqniries respecting, 
the to>vn of Buciu)s Ayre^, it is my opi- 
nion, from wliat I have seen c^nd !lc•^rd, that 
ha.l the rovm been bombaidc:;, to little 
were the inhibitants Under the amtronl of 
tlicir cjfTicers, that the prisoners would have 
been in the most immment dangpr. 
I. am, 8tr, &c. ' 

No. XHI. 

Report yr.nh hy IXtijnr Nichv.'.Sycf th: 45 fh 

'jt'^nrner't, of fh^ Ojicroiiors of the Part of 

ilc Corpi utith'r h'n C.o/ntiuind^ f''^^^ '^^ /7:oni' 

*wg cf lf> ■ 5ih to the fA'nJdlc of the Clh July. 

Accortn^^g to crdtfrs, having proceeded^ 

en" tliesign*! gnu being ll;ed, tlown the 

5ireet pointed out to me', I occupied the 

Hesidencia b^iforc Licur'.nant-Colonel 

Guard came up, wl^i, tipOn finding thar, 

declared his intentiort of co.iAmuuicating 

v\ri?h Brigadier-General Craufurd, and I 

v.aitwd till his return. In the mean tinie I 



p05»esscd myself of all the hou»e$, an^ 
cleared them of all the enemy who had occu- 
pied them. I then judged it consistent withe 
my order* to support the right column", 
and was proceeding for that ptirpose with 
th€ hope that we should be joined by 
some other column. A union flag was 
hoisted at a distance yesterday, but to my 
great mortification is was again withdrawn 
about 3 o'clock P. M. In the morning the 
enemy ^tessed on us very much, but re- 
tired before our column, and we to'ik two 
brass guns; Captain \7hittingham arrived 
this day with the grenadier company of the 
40th. and will deliver th*s report to your 
Excellency. 1 he enemy discharged a piece 
of cannon against us, upon which we 
charged in a column of sections and sus- 
tained little loss; hiving dispersed them, ^ 
we secured their ttilibrrls and returned to m ' 
the Rcsidencia, oftc of the pieces of c nnon ^ 
!)eing spiked. The men behaved Ik r' gr f^ 
lin?, led on in a verygiilUnr ^^\Iel)\ M tor. 
Tolly. We feel it our rjut) to re' ^ • :'.ii 
station during your EXi-elienc/** pkw^.ure. 
We have a supply c(^ provibifrjm^or two 
days, and only wanr ou.- ^rtjjgg^ officer 
an4 some men for the riniiijn'.wiiii wli'cf^ 
we can complexly ccmmaad the v^ca-.t 
street. I trust vour Kccdiency will excuse 
this detatl. Vf.e enemy has lost in tins 
quarter from LO to !00, ;;nd Our men, 
through motives of hununity, niade «ome 
piisoffers. 

(Si^ed) W. NJC' ^OLLS. 

Major, 4ath regihient, 

Ko.^XIV. 

, Letter from Geheralli^hiteloch ip Rsar Admlrql 

Murray y dated Pltiza del ToroSi 6th Jaly, 

Ukak Admiral, 
I arrived here about one hour since, in 
order to aW*!|#tafn ^hat more can b& done 
by the gaSaM^ry and exertions of the army 
under my boriimaii^. We have sulterea 
mu*h in every way .<in^e I hatithe pleasure 
of seeing yon, \\4iich seldom, under an^ 
circumstances, has beon equalled. Of one 
thin^; you may be aafifed, and that is that 
Spanish America n<^-^ can be English, as 
the inveteracy of every class (rf jtilwibitanta 
h beyond belief. Conie to nie without loss 
of time, f will send you Major- General 
Gowcr, in consequence of a letter I re- 
ceived. I am, S<c. . 

K)I1N vniYTELOCKt, 
Commander in Chief. 
■ The four gun-b^ats have been working 
with greit effect, and if the Business goes 
on naral assistance will go a gneat v^ay 
towards the accomplishmeat of our plaU. 



T. GiUct, Primer, Crowri-court. 
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